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PREFACE. 




SHAVE now translated the CoU 
leiftion of C'cero's Epiftles to ^ti~ 
cusy a Work more entertuiuQg tQ 
read, but more difficult to tranf- 
late, than any literary Compofition of Anti- 
quity, and that for th^ following ReaTons, 

Not above fevcnty of the many thoufands^;^^„ 
of Letters, wrote by Cicero^ were colleiSed byV], ''>'» 
any one Hand in his own Life-time, with a 
View of publilhing then*. Upon the great 
Revolution of the Roman Empire, under ^^ 
^UiCafar^ fuch a Publication muft havct 
been cxtrearaly dangerous, on Account of the 
Freedoms he ufcs with the Emperor himTelf, 
^ Minifters of his Power, and the Conititu-> 
tlon of his Gov<;rnmont. Nepos^ it i& true. 
who was our Author's Friend and Contcmt 
porary, mentions feventecn Books of his 
EpiiUes to MticuSy with elegant Applaufc, 
tut he makes a plain DHHaftion betweftix 
A % them 
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them, and the other Works of our Author> 
which were then public (i). The Reigns 
of the Princes fucceeding Augu/ius^ were 
flill Icfs favourable to public Liberty, and 
therefore, it^ is more than probable, that 
thcfe Epiftles lay concealed in the Cabinets 
of the Curious, and that, many Years paft 
before they received any critical Infpcdtion. 
This was one Rcafon of the very great In- 
corrc£tnefs and Imperfecftions of this Work 
in the Original, there being fcarcely ten fuc- 
ceflive Lines through the Whole, in which 
the Manufcript Copies do not differ from 
one another. 

But there is another, and a much more 
powerful, Reafon for the Difficulty of tranf- 
lating our Author's Epiftles to Atticus. They 
are wrote in the Language of Friendfliip, a 
Language which Friends alone underftand. 
If tliere is any material Difference between 
human Nature in that Age and this, it lies 
in the Conception of this Virtue. The fol- 
lowing Pages evince, that there was a Time, 
when Friendfliip in t^ie human Breaft could 
rife into a Paffion flrong as their Love, and 
facred as their Relisrion, but without the Im- 
purities that fometimes debafed the one, and 

(l) Ei ret Junt indlcio^ p'^uUr cos. Uhrcs^ in quilus de 
eo facit mentioNem^ qui in vulgus funt nilti^ ffxaj::?n VO" 
lumit:a cpijJolarum ab covfidaiu ejus ujque ad txtnmurn 
tempui ad jfuicum mijfaruvu Ncp. Vit, Attici. 

the 
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the Superftition that always polluted the 
other. The Friendfhip of our Author for 
Atticus^ is full of nice Sufpicions, delicate 
Jealoufies, kind Fears, and fond Endearments. 
It has every charadteriflic of violent, but 
virtuous, Paflion. It, breathes every tender 
Grace that delights the Mind, and awakens 
every foft Emotion that afFcds the Heart. 
The Language of the moft enamoured Poet 
to his Miftrefs is faint, compared to the 
Voice of Cicero*^ Friendfliip for Atticus^ and 
were the folbwing Pages void of all other 
Merit, the Tranflator can boaft of being the 
firft who has revived in the Englijh Lan- 
guage, a Virtue which has been fo long 
numbered with the Faify-Talcs, and there- 
fore, is as incredible in its EfFefts, as it is 
inimitable in its Exprefllon. 

I am not fure whether the ftrongeft Friend- Csmfari^ 
(hips are not founded upon a Diflimilarity^^'' e/'9r 
of Manners between the Parties, by which,-Atiicus. 
each endeavours to fupply his own Defcfts 
from the others Perfeftions, Nothing could 
be more diflimilar in many Refpefts than the 
IVIanners of Aiticus from thofe of our Au- 
■thor. The former was magnificent, the lat- 
ter elegant. Cicero was the greateft Scholar, 
h\xt Aiticus the better Critic, The Abilities of 
Cicero were ftriking ; thofe oiAtticus were ufe- 
ful ; the one was inconftant, the other ftay'd. 

A 3 Cicero 
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Cicero was perpetually deviating from tJifi 
Principles he profefled, while Jifticus was 
conftantly pradifrng the Virtues he difclaimed. 
Cicero had Genius^ but Atticus good Senfe. 
Cicero was often needy, Atticus was generally 
affluent. The one was fometimes ripacious 
that he might be profufc, the other was al- 
ways frugal that he might be generous. Thcf 
Fortune of Cicero was boiflerous in both Ex- 
treams j but Atticus haci the Addrefs to i- 
Void Extreams, and therefore, his Life ran irt 
an even, but gentle, Current to its End. The 
Paflion of Cicero was, that he might be ad- 
mired; that of Atticus^ that he might be 
beloved 5 and therefore, the former was 
rewarded with Applaufe, the latter with 
Happinefs. Their Sentiments feem to have 
been the fame, as to public Meafures ; but 
Atticus endured what he could not prevent, 
while Cicero approved of what he could not 
endure, A Patriot would wifh to die like 
Cicero^ and a wife Man to live like At'- 
ticus i but Cicero lived in a Tumult, and At-- 
ticus died in a Pet. 

It would be eafy for me to run this Pa- 
rallel into a greater Length, but the Defe6: 
is abundantly fupplied by the following Sheets, 
efpecially in feveralofthe Notes I have taken 
the Freedom to add. 

But after all, our Author and his Friend 

had 
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\f»A mAQx V)irti)es, and iomt Qualities, ki com- 
moQ wit^ ^t stacker. Tliey had the fatn^ S^T- ' 
ceptibilitjr of Heart ; they had tho ifajjje 
TendsTDeTBof Afie£Uon'; they loved the iaqie 
So^difss^ and were fond of the fame Emcr- 
.liuuuents. Thfre feems to have been an 
^gance w4 a C^iaintnef^ in Jitieus^ down 
<ven to thtPonn of his Hsmdrwriting, that 
ai^Mved 4a , ^1 his Adjoiis, and feafohed all 
hlfi Piieour^. The Application of his Wit 
inaConvet&tion, is fo oft^n adopted by our ThiOh^ 
.■Asthor. in WritiiJg, ^at his Meanit^ is often ^1^°^,^, 
numtelligibk. He catches at the Rebound, 'f" '« At. 
nrery feouUar Phi»ie, every vernacular Turn,"'"** 
every happy : AUofioHi' and iends them hlck 
to his Friend, who is po&iTed of the Key, to 
Decypher them } . for this CoireJpondencc is ^«'''*« 
carriied on trough m*ny Letters, in what,>' 
is no better than a Cyj^ei^ The Reader 
therefore, may •ealtly judge pf the infinite 
Labour and Ap^ation, ^ recover the Key 
of this Cypher, at fueh a Diftance of Time, 
efpixially, asAct a fingle Letter from Atticui, 
remains to dire^ our Enquiry. 

I know to what Cenfure I am liable, by the -^f'^gj*/ 
Freedoms I have taken with my Author's /a/er. 
Charaftcr. But I know, at the fame Time, 
that half the learned Fools in tlie World, 
have been made fo, through their ridiculous 
-PrepoiTcffion* for great Names. Ill would it 
A 4 have 
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have become me, to have undertaken die 
Works I have executed, had I^ not thought 
myfelf free from all Pannks of that Kind, 
and yet, the Satisfaftibn of blaming where I 
mujl^ is not half fo agreeable^ as the Pleafuf e 
of commending where I can^ is exqmfite. 
But a Terror in either, is unworthy any 
Man, whcfe Aim is to do Juftice. 
Gtntral Dr. MtddletoTiy a Writer as tanie in Politics 
D^MiJ- a* he is bold in Religion, has given us a Hi- 
^f^^f ^^^ ^^ ^^^ Author's Life, or rather an AjX)- 
Cicero. Idgy for his Conduft ; "ft^hich I will venture to 
fay, no Man- of Senfe can think the Dodor 
would have publi(hed, had he imagined any 
one would have bieeft prefumptuous enough to 
have given to- the Public, a jRsdr and a full 
Tranflation of the Epiftles to Atticus ; be- 
caufe, almoft every Page of the following 
Sheets carries ^n it a Refutation of what the 
Dodlor has advanced, in Vindication of our 
Authqr's Firmnefs, Patriotifm, Prudence, and 
Confiftcncy with himfclf. 
Chjtraair Of all the Works ever publifhed, none 
fyj^k. perhaps, (hews, equally to this, what vile Rep- 
tiles thofe Men have been, who bear the 
greateft Names in Hiftory. We here fee, 
what a low, timid Creature, the mighty 
Fumpcy was, though the Voice of Ages 
confenting with that of our Author, has 
cxtoird him fpr Integrity of Manners, and 

Greatnefs 
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Greatnefs of Spirit. But what are we to 
think of our Author, whofe public Orations 
{o much belied his private Sentiments ? The 
following Pages reprefent the celebrated Hor- 
tenjim^ as a little, fpiteful, Lawyer ; tlie 
polite and brave Lucuilus^ as an indolent Vo- 
iuptuary ; the virtuous Cato, as a hot, wrong- 
headed* Fellow ; and the amiable BrutuSt as a 
peevi{h> politivc, ill-mannered, Coxcomb. In 
one PagCj we fee our^Author'sWife more dear - 
to him than his Eyes i in another, he flings her 
■from his Bofom. ^mtus, from being the 
, bcft, becomes the worft, of Brothers, and his 
Son from being the worft, becomes the beft, 
of Men. But of fuch Ipflarices in our Au- 
thor there is no End. 

We fee here, a Piduro of human Nature, 
mortifying indeed, but true j becaufc we 
fee it in all its Beauties, 'a§d with all its 
Blemishes ; with all its Virtues, and widi all 
its Weakneffes. It is drawn by a Hand that 
was intimate with the Original, nor does he 
diflemble that his own Perfon furniOics the 
moft fbiking Likeneis that he exhibits. 

I am well aware of what may be urged to of/rr*-,**. 
vindicate fome Parts of our Author's Charafter, ^'"^'^' 
which I have thought to be exceptionable »yCat;iiM. 
from his Behaviour in the Cafe of Catitim's 
Confpiracy. But I am fingular enough not to 
believe half the bloody Tfain^, that we are 

told 
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told of that Confpkacy, and I thk^, niy 
Incredulity might cafily be juftified, by a fair 
Some Part naked Statp of Fafts and Evidence, tvtn as 
J^^fZ/'laid down by our Author, when compared 
Tropjiatsn with the Other Narratives, on whidi the 
Credit of that Confpiracy rcfte. It as on all 
I&nds allowed) that the Senate of Romey was 
at that Time infiunoafly degenerated, that 
the Spirit of her Government wa9 ioft> and 
the mod: falutary Mai^s <^ her Republic 
inverted. In this State, it is no Wondrir^ 
if any unfuccefsful Attempt, to brin^ her 
Conftitution back to its firi): Principles, wks 
branded with the Name of Rebelticm and 
Confpiracy, by the Men whofe Intereft it 
was to crufh it. I am far from averting 
this to have been the Cafe of CatiRne's Con- 
fpiracy : But, I will venture to affert, that 
it might havf been the Cafe, for all the 
Evidence we have to the Contrary, It is 
true, Sallu/i gives us a Narrative of this 
Confpiracy; but it is as true, that Sattuji 
was the Creature of Cafar^ who was, at this 
Time, meditating the Deftrudtioh of his Coun- 
try, by different Means, and who, for that 
very Rcafon, perhaps, betrayed Catiline and . 
his Friends* If that is the Cafe, as appears 
cxtreamly probable on the Face of Hiftoiy, 
we can be at no Lofs to account, why, fcf- 
ter Cafarvizs poflefs'd of fupreme Power, it- 
became 
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became dangerous to difbelieve, andfafliioil* 
able to believe, all the Horrors of this Con- 
fpiracy, apd the Credit of it, has flood un- ' 
queftioned ever fince. Mean while, 1 am 
icnfible how tenderly hiftorical Evidenct 
ought to be handled, left in dctefting what 
IS falfe, we fhould weaken what i^ trae* 
That there was, at that Time a Confpiracy 
dgaind: the Government of Rdmey is undoubt- 
edly true. But it is certairi, likewifc, from 
feveral ftrong Circumftances in the following 
Letters, from the Difagreement of Authors 
upon the fiune Fafts, though living at die fame 
Time, and all of them interefted to have 
the Belief of the Confpiracy eftablifh^d, but 
above all, from the Defedt of Evidence, which 
appears even on the Face of our Author's 
Orations, and the Punifliment he afterwards 
underwent, that it was not concerted with 
thofe bloody, frantic Circumftances, that 
could juftify his and the Senate's Proceedings, 
in putting the Confpirators to death in an 
illegal Manner. This, however, is no Place 
for my enlarging farther on this Subjeft. 

But to return to the more immediate Sub- De/j^en^ 
jca of thefe Sheets ; it is impoffible to read cS^Zi 
the Letters written by our Author under £^//ir. 
his Exile, without fufpefting, that he was 
s!bandoned within his own Breaft, by that 
perpetual Comforter, the Teftimony of a 

good 
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good Confcience in a virtuous Caufe ; fo greift 
is his Dejcdtion, Defpondency, and-Defpair. 
But ftill the Love of his Atticus^ triumphg 
in his Soul ; fparkling amidfb his AfHidtions, 
and unextinguifhed by his Calamities. 

The Reader muft not expedt to find all the 
following Pages equally entertaining and m- 
ftru£tive. He is to confider, that one Friend 
is talking to another, and that in Friendfhipi, 
Trifles become of Importance, while they 
become the Tefts of mutual AfFedtion. Nei- 
ther is he to cxpeft the fame Chaftity of Stile» 
as in thofe Works prepared by our Author 
for the Public i no ; it is in many Places neg- 
ligent, and in fome, dangerous to be imi- 
tated. But I cannot give a more authentic, 
and at the fame Time, a more elegant and 
true, Defcription of the general Importance 
and Value of the following Letters, than in 
the Words of the noble Friend of AtticuSy 
I have already mentioned, " Whoever, fays 
*' he, reads thofe Letters, will not think. 
" himfclf at a Lofs, for a conncdted Hi- 
ftory of thofe Times. So well does he 
defcribe the Views of the leading Men, 
the Faults of the Generals, and the Par- 
ties .in the State, that nothing is wanting 
for our Information, and we are naturally 
led to believe that Sagacity is a Kind of 
Forelight. ¥of Qcero^ not on|y foretold 

** what 
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^ what afterwards happened in his own Life- 
•* time, but like a Prophet, he prcdifted 
** the Events that are noW come to paft ( i )." 

The epiftolary Manner, does not permit r^^^ C/n/w 
Cicero to exert the whole Extent of his!^^'^^ 
Genius in the following Letters, for he fome- iowi^/g 
times checks it, if I may be allowed the^^'^^'''' 
Exprcflion, in Mid-volley. But the Play of 
his Lightnings is fuch, as difcovers the Bolt 
to be in the Hand of a Thunderer: his 
Effulgences are thofe of Divinity. 

Having faid thus much of my Original, Jo/tJ^Ex- 
now come to fpeak of thcTranflation. It would Fau/t?^ 
be improper, nay, diflaoneft, for me to con-^ongaoltv 
ccal the great Obligations I owe to Mon-7>^^^,/^ 
ficiir Mongault. He is incomparably the beft ^f^ '^' M- 
Tranflator of his Nation, and his Work does 
him immortal Honour^ But he was a French^ 
man^ and he wrote in French. However 
fine his Criticifms are, he had not, in tranf- 
lating, proved the Armour of our Author. 
His flinifey Language finks under the Weight 
of Latin Expreffion, and his tinfelled Manner 
is unequal to the Graces of claflical Dignity. 

(l) ^utp qui legate 'ntn tnultum difiJent hlflcr'iam con- 
ftxtam iorum tempororum. Sic enim omnia de Jludih /'^"w- 
^mm^ vitiis ducum^ ^mulatimhus nipubliae ferjcript^ 
/im/, ut nihil in his non appinnat 5 ^ facile fxj/iimari 
fp/ptf prudentiam quodam modo ejfi diTliatia^em. Ntn 
gnim Cicero oafolum^ fua^ vivo fe^ accidirant futura pra- 
Mxity fed itiam, qy^ nunc ufu veniunt, Cicinit^ ut votes. 
Ncpptis ViuAttici. 

^ He 
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He gives us a Sketch» and it h no mora 
than a Sketch, aftc* his great Original. Th« 
Proportions are juft, and the Features diA 
cemable, but it is deftitutc of the Paflions^ 
the Strength and Mufcling. The Defects^ 
however, lie more in the Language, thaa 
in the Writer, and his Criticifms go &c 
towards making amends for his Tranilation. 

But excellent as Monfieur Mongault is in 
his Criticifms, upon the following Epiflles^ 
I have taken the Liberty to differ from hini 
in many Paflages. This was unavoidable, 
confidering the intenfe Study I have beftow'd 
upon my Original. Both of us are charmed 
with the fame Objedt, but we have fome* 
times viewed it in different Lights, through 
Accident, rather than Judgment, 

Gemral Nothing Js more common than for En^ 
Obftrua- ^iijij Xranflators, to cloak Ignorance and In*. 

Ei^iiiii ability under the Terms of Eafe and Frc©-» 
W^. dom. They fink the Words of an Author 
into his Meaning, when they are fb happy, 
as to catch it, which • they fometimes do 
by the Help of a French Tranflation. Some* 
times they extend Sentences through Pages, 
and fometimes they croud a Page into a 
Sentence, under the fhle Apology, that 
they give the Senfe of their Author j And 
they commonly fill a dozen Pages of Pre** 
face, to prove, that their Work ought to 

read 
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read lik^ an Original, and that no Man c^ 
Spirit will fubmit to the Drudgery of a literal 
Tranflatioxk 

.But the Reader will give me Leave to 
&f » that not the fmalleft Word of a great 
Antbor ought to hM to the Ground^ if it 
QUI pebbly be faved^ An able Tranflator*. 
will do his bfeft to be ^ juft to his Qrigir^ 
naly as th^ Impreffion is to the Seal/ and 
by Jbllowii^ this Rule, his Tranilation has 
a thou&nd Times the Chance to read like 
an Original, than it. has when he gives the 
Reader fomething that is half his own, and 
half his Author'Sfi But when I fay this, I 
am fo far irom thinking it an eafy Matter 
to tranilate literally, that I think it requires 
tlie utmoft CoQipais and Power of Language^ 
to make fiich a Tranilation even tolerable. 
Jivery School-boy, by the Help of a Didtionaryj^ 
may tranilate literdly, but the Skill lies in 
the Energy of Expreffion, and the Choice of 
Words, for a Sentence may be tranilated lite^ 
rally, fifty different Wa3rs, and not one of 
them bear the Hand of a Mailer. 

The noble Tranilator of P/m/s EjniUes, Earl e/ 
baa lately g^vcn us an eminent Proof of ^*^^' 
wl^t I have advanced above, and that the 
EtigU/b^ of all modem Languages, is the 
beft fitted to fupport the Dignity of great 

Writing, 
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Writing, when it can work itfelf clear of 
riiofc Gallicifins, which has polluted its Cur- 
rent for thefe hundred Years paft, HG? 
Lrordfhip, like my great Author, by addref- 
ling his Labours to his Son, has (hewn u$ 
the virtuous Ufe of Learning, but it is to 
be hoped with different Effe^. The Son 
of Citera contaminated the Honours oiF his 
Father, and degenerated from his Virtues. 
rr9pcfal It is by the Example and Encourage- 
>• ^*-^^^ment of the Great alone, that the Engli/h 
Ei^lifc can ever hope to bring their Language to a 
l^nffi^gf' claffical Standard. The Study and Imitation of 
the Antients, though abfolutely neceffary to- 
wards this great End, never will be prevalent 
enough to get the better of falfe Tafte, unlcfs 
it becomes fafhionable to write with Propriety, 
I flatter myfelf, and from no Symptom fa 
ftrongly, as from the Experience I myfelf haVc 
had of public Patronage, that I fee a generous 
Difdain of French Imitation now gaining 
Ground in England. One fpirited Meafurc 
plight compleat the Triumph, and I wifti it 
were executed, even though it is a French 
Expedient ; I mean, an Academy for the 
Perfe6tion and Purity of our Language. Thi» 
I think to be practicable, and it is pity, that 
while private Societies are eftablifhing Aca-'- 

demiea 



^ R B F A a B, 
<bsnues for ■ Arts, in winch the Englijlj never 
were, and probably never will, be, eminent, 
while vaft Sums to the lading Difgraqe of 
Learoiog} hjtvq beenfwallowed up.yar its En- 
couragement V while ^pcn^ive Sifbfctiptioi)^ are 
daily circulating for the Support of ilupid 
Ififtories, and Party-Dulnefs, that not the 
mod;- Bunt Effi^ has been made towards fo 
ch^p, io eafy, and fo noble an Undertaking, 
as what \ have now taken the Liberty tu 
mention, 

I have not been fo diffafe in the critical, 
explanatory, and hlflorical Notes upon my 
Authpr, as Monfieur Mongault has been, 
becaufc he was confin'd to one Work, which 
could be illuHrated only from the other 
Works of our Ajathcn*,, arid, in thofe Illu- 
ftrations, hp^ has '■ j^eii obliged to. be very 
copious. ^ But wlut was: neceHary in him, 
would be . Tuperflubus in mc> as I intend 
(God willing) ta -ftrMflate th? -Whole of 
my Author's Workfc!,.: About^ten Years a- 
go, I intimated that^jfiitcntion to the Pub- 
lic, thoi^h the Execution of it was inter- 
rupted, by that of a much greater Under- 
taking. Hitherto, I have had no Rivals in 
either, for the Attempts which have been 
fince made In both, are below Cenfure, I had 
a almofl 
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almoft faid, Mow Contempt 1 They ~vlio 
have the grcateft Talents for fiich Under-' 
takings, are the bell acquainted with dieir Dif*' 
£culties ; and the ableft Critic, Will always' 
Vc foijnd the moft candid. 



■Scr, Oiisbir 20, 1 751. 
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Volume L 

Bo O K T. The Letters of this Book are wrote partly 
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C I C E R O's 
EPISTLES 

T O 

^ T T I C US. 

BOOK I. 

E P I S T. I; 

ROM the Intimacy fubfilling bo^ 
tween us, you, my friend, will 
eafily conceive the AfBidion J 
felt, and the Advantages, both in 
my Bufinefs and Family, which I 
loft, by the Death of our Brother 
ijtciui(i). From him I enjoyed all that can bQ 
enjoyed from a good-natured Companion and an 
hunell Man. 1 cannot therefore doubt thai yod 
ihare in my Sorrow, both as you feel my Afflic- 

(l) Ltuii fafrii lufiri I BUC in fafi tfaia Lso'hx wis only Coil* 
fin-gctman to CUtra, by hi* Fother'a youngef Brother. H* 
Was lifcewifc related to Aiticas, whofe Sifter wu married to Cf- 
rcra's Biotbcr. . Cifirt, in the fifth Book J* Jiwibui, callt th« 
Uiof Peifoo hi* brother by way of AfTcAioA. 

B tlons. 
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tions, and as you yourfdf have loft a Relation and 
a Friend, richly adorned with Virtue^ with Bene* 
Yolence, and with an Affi^ion for you, to which 
he wa^ difpofed by his own Indination, as well as 
by my Report. 

As to what you write concerning your Sifter, (he 
will herfdf bear mc witneft how great Pains I took, 
that the Sentiments of my Brother ^uintus fliould 
l>e properly difpofed in her Behalf. As foon as i 
found him fomewhat picqued, I wrote him Letters, 
in which I foothed his AfFe6bon, I admontfhed his 
Weaknefs, and I reproached his Inconftancy. I 
am therefore in hopes, from the Letters he after- 
wards frequently wrote to me, that every Thing, 
from that Quarter, will be as they ought, and as 
we wi(h them, to be. 

You do me wrong, in blaming my want of 
P unft ueli ty in our Gorrefpondence; for our Friend 
Pomponia never gives mc Advice of any Perfon, 
to whom I can truft my Letters. Befidesj I hap- 
pened never to meet with a Perfon who was going 
into Epiriis, neither dkl I hear of your being ac 
Alhens. 

As to your Affair with Acutiliusy which you le- 
commended to me, I finhhed it as foon as I returned 
from you to Rome \ but it happened to be a Mat- 
ter of little or no Difficulty, and as I knew, you to 
be ripe in the Matter, I chofe that Peduceusj rather 
than I, fliould give you Advice of it by Letters. 
For indeed when I had lent Acutilius my Ears for 
fevcral Days, (and I believe you are no Stranger to 
his diiagreeable Manner) you cannot ima^ne that 
I could take any great Pleafure in acquainting you 

with 
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with all his Grievances, when I myfelf fuffered fuch 
a Penance in hearing them. But now that yoii 
ftccufe. me of Remiffnefs, be it known to you, 
that I have reccired but one Letter from you, 
though you have both more Leifure, and mote 
Opportunities of Writing than I have. 

You write me> that I ought to recompofe any 
little Refentments of a certain Perfon againft you. 

Pray recollcft Have I neglefted it ? But indeed 

he is ftrangely touch'd j I did not, however, omit to 
fay every Thing of you that was proper ; but as 
to particular Points to be infifted upon, I thought 
they ought to be determined by your Pleafute on- 
ly. If you will let me know what that is, I (halt 
foon convince you» that I have made no greater 
Advances than youyourfeU would have made, nor 
have I been more backward than you could have 
wilhM. 

TadtBS has fpoken to me concerning his Affair^ 
and told mci that he has no farther Difficulty, be- 
caufc the Eftate has fuffered Prcfcription. I am 
furpris^d you are ignorant, that in the Cafe of a 
Guardianfhip appointed by the Courts of Law ( i ), 
which I hear to be the Cafe of the Girl, nothing 
can prefcribc. 

I am glad that you are pleafed with your Pur- 
chafe in Epirus, I beg that according to your 

(I) The Cafe was this. The Father of a young lady Jicd 
withonc leaving her Guardians, or a lute/a pura ; upon which, 
thoCe next in kia affamcd thcGaardiatifhip, which was thcrcrnre 
called Tmcia ligilima. Taaiui had, for fame Years, been in 
PoflelTioii of an Ellate belonging to ibis young i^iy, and then 
her^f>d(/. or Dcareftof Kin, demanded the Kltate; he pleaded 
Prcfcription in hisownFavoar bpon Uie Opinion of AiiLiit, 
for which he is here blamed by CUtro. 

B 2 Pro- 
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Promi'fey you will remember, what I have recom- 
mended to you Goncerning whatever you judge 
may fuit with my Tujculanum {.i\ I mean, when 
you can do it with your C^nveniency. For that 
is the only Spot in which I reft from all my Unca- 
finefs, and all my Toils, and there I daily expedt 
my Brother. My Wife Terentia is dread^lly 
pain'd with the Gout; (he has the moft fmcere 
Regard for you, your Sifter and your Mother, and 
joins with my little Darling TulUa^ in wiihing 
you all manner of Profperity. I beg you will take 
care of your own Health ; continue your AfFedion 
for mcy and be convinced that I love you as a 
Brother. 



E P I S T. II. 

1*LL take care that you fhall no longer re« 
proach me of Remifthefs in our epiftolary Cor- 
refpondence. But, my Friend, do you fee to it, that 
in fuU Leifurcy as you are, you be as punAual as I 
am. Manus Fonteius has given fix hundred pounds 
(i) for the Houfe which Rabirm had at Naples^ 
and which you had already in Imagination furvey'd 
and finifh'd. I thought proper to let you know 
this, in cafe you had any farther Thoughts of 
that Purchafe. In my Opinion, Brother ^«<>r/ir^ 

( 1 ) This was the Country Scat or Filla of Gcero, and if we 
tre to believe him, it was laid ouc in a very fine Taile. It wa» 
lituated in the antient LaUum^ and upon the fame Spot where 
the Monaftcry ofGrotta Ftrrata is now built. 

(2) This is as near a Calculation as we can make from the 
&eilercesr the Species of Money mentioned in the Original. 

behaves 
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Shaves as well as we could wi(h towards 'Pom-^ 
ptmia \ they are now together upon their Eftate at 
Arpinumy and he has carried along with him 7«r- 
nmiusj a Man, I aflure you, of very ufeful Know- 
ledge (i). Our Father left us (2) on the 23d of 
November. This is almofl: all that I have to tell 
you. I beg if you find any Ornaments that are 
in the literary Tafte (3), and fui table to this Place 
which you are well acquainted with, that you will 
not lee them flip. My charming Tufcfilanum is the 
only Pl^ce that gives me the Enjoyment of my felf* 
Prythee, my Friend, inform me exa^ly of what 
you are doing, and what you are about to do. 

E p I ST. in. 

YOUR Mother is well, and her Health is one 
of my chief Concerns. I am bound to pay 
•bout 100 Pounds to Lucius Gncius^ on the 13th 
ci February. I beg you wilhtakecare that I have, ai 
foon as poffible^ the Things which you have bought 
or procured for me. I likewife intreat, th^t you 

(1) Orig.X^^uiK. Utilifirdoffum. 

(2) Grig. Pattr nohu /ee^t A. D. viii, kaL Dicemhr, I have 
trinflated this in the fofuft Senie I could for the Honour of Ci* 
€iro. ^ I am unwilling to think, that it is his Father's Death he 
flMhciofis kere in fo light a Manner, when he is fo profufe hi 
hit Encomiums spon the Misfortunes even of his Acquain- 
tances, or that his near Profpedt of being raifed to his higheil 
Hanoars of his Country, had made him forget his Duty to a 
Pfreat, of whom, fo far as we know of, he had no Reaion to 
be afluuned, fint indeed if this Letter was wrote, as it moft 
probably was^ towards the End of the Year of Rome 68$, or 
the Beginning; of 686, the Father's Death is premature by at 
leaft three Years, if according to Afimnut^ the ancient Scho- 
liai, he did not die till Ciw ftood for the Confulihip. 

(i) 9n(f • Tvftmwkiin. Afta Qtnmafitu 
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will think upon what you promifed me, about fiJK 
ing my Library. Your agreeable Company forma 
all the future Profpcd of Pleafure, which I hopq 
to enjoy, when I have a Relaxatipn from Bufi^ 
nefs. 



E P I S T. IV. 

ALL your Concerns are as we could wifh 
them. My Brother ^ntus and I, efteem 
and love your Mother and Sifter. I have fpoken 
yfixh AcutiUus i he denies that he has received any 
Advice from his Attorney, and w furprifed how 
that Mifunderilanding could ariie in his refuiing to 
. give you Security (i) againft all farther Demands. 
You mention that you have put an End to the Af- 
fair of Ta4ius^ who, I underftand, is well fattsfied 
Vrith your Dccifion, and wonderfully pleafed with 
your Kindnefs. Take my Word for it, a certain 
Acquaintance of ours (2), a Man of Worth, and 
my very good Friend, is heartily picqued at you. 
If I knew how you ftood affeftcd towards him, 
then I ftiould know in what Manner to behave. 

According to your Advife, I paid to Lucius 
Cincius the 1 00 Pounds for the Statues from Me- 
gara. I am now wonderfully delighted with the 
Thoughts of the Mercuries (3) of Pentelic Mar- 

ble 

(i) Orig, ^wdilltrecnfawitfrtiiiari. This Kind of Secarity, 
or Difcharge in full, feems to have been ufual at tke finilhing 
ail Differences amongft the Romansy and the mention of it U 
frequently to be met with in ihdr Author*s Writings. 

(2) Ti\is appears to have been Lucceius. 

(3) ^^g- hermatui Ptntelici cumcafitihus irneis. From this 
J^etter the Reader may iiave fome Idea of the Elegance and 

Magnificence 
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«c wkh their brazen Heads, as you mentioned in 
your Letters. Therefore I beg that you would fend 
them to me, with the Statues, and every Thing elfe 
that you fhall think fuitable to this Place, to my 
Colleftions, and to your own fine Tafte ; as many 
of them, and as foon, as pgflible^ efpecially thofc 
that are ornamental for a Study and a Galle- 
ry. For I have fuch a Paffion in this way, that I 
apply to you for Affiftancc, thowgh I almoft meet 
with Reproaches from others. Jf the Ship, be- 
longing to LenSulus^ is not ready, do you put 
them on board any Vcffel yow pleafe. My charm- 
ing Tulliola calls upon me as her Sccjarity, and is 
grown a perfeft Dun for the Prefent you promifed 
her. But I will rather Iwear oi9f my Engagements 
than perform thp Payment. 



E P I S T. V. 

IHear ;too feldom from you, though you can 
find more Conveyances for Rome than I can for 
Athens ; and I am Qiore certain to be found at 
Kame^ than you are at Athens. 1 1 is this Uncertain- 
ty which curtails this Letter \ for npt knowing 
where you may be, I am unwilling, that this our 
familiar Chat ilxould fall into the Hands of Stran- 
gers. 

I am exceflively impatient for the Megaric Sta- 

Magnificence of GV^ro's Tufculanum. Megara was a City of 
Mtiea^ famoos for a beautiful Kind of Marble. The Pinte- 
lie Marble was fo called from ics being of five Colours, ac- 
cording to Faufanias, The Figures here mentioned, I take to 
have been what we call Tberms, or the Heads of Mercury^ 
HirculeSf or any other Head, of Brafs, upon a Marble Pedeftal, 
and at high at an ordinary Perfon, rather than Statues. 

B 4 tues 
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fucs, and the Mercuries which you have promis'd 
mc in your Letters. Don't fcruple to fend mo 
every Thing of that kind that (hall fall in your 
way, and may be proper for my Academy ; nor 
make the leaft doubt of their being paid for up- 
on Demand (i). This is the only Pleafure I now 
purfue ; I am in fcarch of every thing that'is orna- 
mental for a Study (2). Lentuhus promifes the Con- 
vcniency of his Ships. I beg that you would 
carefully mind thofe Particulars. Cbilius (3) in* 
treats you, as I do, at his Intreaty, that you will 
fend hither the Rites of the Eumolpida (4). 

P P I S T, VL 

WHEN I was zt^ufculanumXfo (5) much fqr 
your ** when I was at Ceramicus.** ) But, 
to be ferious, when I was there, a young Slave, 
from your Sifter, brought me a Letter from you, 

( 1 ) Orig, ArCfC nofira eotifdito, Sfilven ex Artd amongft the 
Kimans was a Payment made in ready Cafli, in Contradiftinc- 
tion to fohcre ex mer:Ja^ when the Creditor went for Payment 
U> one of the public Bankers. 

(2) Orig. Vvfuaffiti^n* Apt a Gymrafio^ 

(3) He was a Poet, and the Eumolpida were certain Priefls 
of Ceres Eiufyimmj with an Account of whofe Rites CJbi/tui, 
perhaps, intended to enrich his Poems. 

(4) On'g. Ep^Xvillvy craT^iai. Eumotpidnrum ritus patrios, 

(5) There is a good deal of Humour here. Atticus had be* 

Pun his Letter, " When I was at Orumuust^ which was a 
lace lying wiihout the Wal's of Atbcvs^ where their greateft 
Generals and Citizens had been buried at the public Expence, 
and was adorned with their Monuments and Statues. This 
then being one of the moft celebrated Parts in the World, Ci- 
ceroy in a humorous Kind of Contrail, oppofes to it his 7«A 
tulanum^ without forcfeeing that a Time would come when the 
Name of lufcula^uni woulii iuivivc that of Ceramicuu 

and 
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and told me that a Mcffenger was to go off exprcft 
for you that very Afternoon. It was therefore pro* 
per that 1 fliould write fomewhat in anfwer to your 
Letter, though the Shortnefs of the Time makes 
me very brief. In the firft Place then, I abfolutely 
undertake, for the Abatement of our Friends (i) 
Anger^ if not for the entire Return of his Friend- 
fhip. Though of myfelf I endeavoured to do this 
before, yet I will now aft with double Diligence, 
I will apply to him with double Zeal, as I perceive 
from your Letter, that you are fo earneft in that 
Matter. You muft, however, underftand that he 
is dreadfully piqued j but as I fee no weighty Rea- 
fon he has to be fo, I am in great Hopes that he 
will know his Duty as a Man of Senfe, and aft by 
my Advice (2). 

I beg that you will put on board as foon as you 
conveniently can, our Statues and the Mercuries^ 
which you nientioned, and every other Ornament 
that is the Produft(3) of that Country, where you 
arc well acquainted, efpecially thofe that are proper 
for a Place, either of Exercife or Study. For now that 
I am upon the Spot, the Place and the Appearance 
of it diftate all I write. Be fo good likewife as 
to procure me fome Mouldings, which I can em- 
ploy upon the Cieling of my Entry, and for em- 
bofling Lids for my two Fonts C4). Pray take Care 

(i) Viz. Lucctiut, 

(2) Orig, Comfido ilium fore in officio. This Exprcflion it veiy 
pmlofophical, and is beft anderftood by the Syftem of Mora£i 
laid down by oar Author in other Places and his Writings. 

(3) Orig, OSjKirof. Proprium, 

(4) Orig, Praterga typoi tibi martdo^ quos in teQorio atrtoH 
fo0m in€(ideri% li ftUtaUa figillata du9. 

how 
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how you difpofe of your Library (i) to any onc^ 
let him bid for it ever fo high ; for I am (aving all 
my Perquifites, that I may be abk to purchafe 
chat Relief for my old Age. My Brother's Senti^ 
ments, I am perfuaded^ are agreeable to what I 
have always wifhed and endeavoured ; toiongft 
many other Proofs of thiS) your Sifter's Pregnancy 
is not the leaft. 

As to my ftanding for the Pnetorfliip, I remem-* 
ber I gave you a Leave of Abfence, and fo I 
have acquainted your Friends, who might other^ 
wife expoft you. I am fo far from calling upon 
your Attendance, thai: I even difcharge it i becaufe 
I am perfuaded it is much more for your Intereft 
to be employed as you now are, than it could be 
ibr mine, for you to be prefent at my Eledion. I 
therefore beg you to be as much at eafe on that 
Head as if you were refiding where you are, only 
€0 negotiate my Concerns^ Aflure yourfelf you 
ihall find and hear, that my Sentiments, with 
regard to you, ihall be the fame, as if I fucceededp 
in your Prelence, nay by your Intereft. TulUola 
has fet you a Day to anfwer in Perfon, and dif- 
charges my Engagements for your Performance. 

(i) Pomponius Jtticms was a great Oeconomift, andconfr- 
ouendy had it ta his Power to do inaAy generous Things. In 
this laft Light, and that of a Man of fine Tafte, both in Life 
aad Literatoie, he ftands amongft the moft amiable Chara6lers 
of Antiquity. The Library here mentioned was compofed of 
Books, trani'cribed by certain learned Slaves he kept for that 
Purpofe, and which he (oM for Money, 

EPIST^ 
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E P I S T. VU. 

WHY ^hat was the very Thing I had been 
doing — (i), and I was ftrangely affeded 
afterwards by two Letters, which you wrote me up- 
on the fame Subjefb. SaUufiius was your faithhil 
Affiftant in prompting me to employ all my En- 
deavours in treating with Lucccius about his being 
reconciled to your former Favour. But after I had 
laboured all I could, I found myfelf not only una- 
ble to recover his former AfFedlions for you, but 
even to difcover the Caufe why his Sentiments arc 
altered. He talks, however, a great deal concern- 
ing that Arbitration of yours, and of feveral other 
Circumftances that gave him Offence before you 
left this Place \ but take my Word for it, he has 
fomething elfe that is more deeply rooted in his j 

Mind ; fothewhat that neither your Letters nor my i 

Agency can fo efieftually remove, as you could, 
were you pre;fent in Perfon, by your Difcourfe, | 

and diat familiar Look, which you know fo well 
how to aflume ; if you think the Matter worth fo 
much, (as you certainly will) if you regard my Ad- 
vice, and ad: confiftent with your own Charafter 
of Politenefs. Be not, however, furprized, that I 
am now diffident about what I wrote before, when 
I acquainted you that I was in Hopes he would a£); 
by my Diredtion. The Obftinacy I find in him is ^ j 
not to be believed no more is the Steadinefs of 

(i) This Epiille Teems to me to begin with a beautiful Ab- 
niptneis, alluding to a former Letter of Pompanius on the Sub- ' 
jca of hit Pi&rence with Lucetiuu 

his 
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his Rcfcntipent j but he will either be cured of all 
thcfe when you arrive, or, wherever the Fault may 
be, they will have difagreeable Confequences with 
i^gard to him. 

As to what you write me, as if I wjis already 
nominated to the Pr^orlhip ( i ), I can affure you, 
that, at this Time, at Rome^ the Candidates for pub- 
lic Offices are, of all People in the Wprld, the moft 
converfant in dirty Practices ; neither is it known 
when the Ele6Uon will come on (2) ; you wilj^ 
however, hear farther from Pbiladelpbus. In the 
mean while, I beg that you will fend me, with the 
firft Opportunity, whatever you have procured for 
-my Academy. It is furprizing how much I am 
delighted, not only with living at, but even with 
thinking of, that Place. Indeed, I would have you 
take care to whom you difpofe of your Books ; re- 
serve them for me, as you promifed me in writing, 
I am now as much in Love with them, as I an^ 
out of Love with every Thing eife. It is incre. 
dible in what a wretched State, for fo ihort a 
Time, you will find public AffairSi compared tQ 
what you left them in. 

'^ (i) Or/jf. M^ jam arhitrari iefigndtum effe. This moft be 
onderftcxMl of the Praetorlhip, though it 13 not named. It was 
plainly wrote before the next Epiftle but one, that follows, 
and it is certain that Atticus returned to Romt before Cicero was 
named to tbe Confullhip. 

(2) The Intrigues of the Candidates this Year were fo fia- 
pant in putting off the Time for the Eleflions, which ought 
to have been about the Middle of Jul^^ that they gave rife to 
the Cornelian and Calfburnian Law for regulating them, fo 
called, for its being moved for by the Triii$fii Comeiiusy and 
dbrawn up by the Coofd Calfburnius Pifo, 

fi P I S T. 
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fi P I S T. VIII. 

DO you know that your Grandmother is 
dead ( i ) of her Longing to fee you, and 
of her Apprehenfion left -the Latin Old- Wo- 
men (2) ftiould negleft their Duty in bringing 
their Viftims to Mount Alba ? I fuppofe that • 
Lucius Saufiius will difpatch an Epiftle confolatory 
to you on that Occafion. We expeft you hetc 
Hbout January. Pray is this founded upon idle 
Rumour, or upon your Letters to other People ? 
For you have not mentioned a Word of it to me. 
The Statues, which you procured for mc, arc 
landed at Gaieta. I have not yet fcen them j bc- 
caufe I have not yet had fo much Leifure as to 
leave Rome. I Have fent Money to difcharge their 
Freight, and am extreamly obliged to you foe 
making the Purchafe with fo great Care, and at (b 
fmall an Expence. 
As to what you have often mentioned in your 

(1) I do not know whether Cicero^ t Pleafantrv, on fo ferioat 
in OccafioD, as the Death of his Fxiend*s Grandmother is quite 
agreeable to modem good Breeding. Somewhat, however, 
nay be faid m Alleviation of this Freedom* when we confider 
it ai a Khid of Satire upon th« Efiatretut Principles of Attkm^ ' 
which were far firom being favourable to the pious AfFedUooa 
of a Child towards a Parent. It is upon the fame Account, 
chat he mentions Lmcims SaM/eiuSf who was a profefled EficurtMHf 
as a proper Comforter to Atticus on this Occafion. 

(2) Tht Firi^ Latina were yearly celebrated by the Ap- 
pointment of the Confub upon the Alhan Mount, in Memory 
of the Union of the Latins^ and the neighboofing People whom 
lie had fubdo*d. It was a Kind of a Feaft to which the In- 
habitants of forty Towns contributed, and the Sacrifices were 
Mrformed with to much Superilition, that Cicero fneers at tho 
Pcrformen by the Name of Latins, or Lath Old- Women. 

Lettera 
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Letters to me, concerning mollifying our Friend^ 
I have tried every Expedient •, but he is incredibly 
averfe to Reconciliation. I fiippofe you have heard 
the Grounds of his Refentment. But you fhiU 
know the whole Truth when I fee you. Though 
SaUufiius is upon the Spot, yet can I not reftore 
him to his former Favour. I write this, becaufe 
he ufed to blame me for my Remifinefs concerning 
you ; but he has now himfelf experienced, how un- 
tradable Lucceius is, and that I have not been wanting 
in my Duty to you. I have promifed my Daugh* 
, ter Tttlliola to Casus Ptfo^ the Son of iMcius Frugu 



E P I S T. IX, 

YO U put us oft in Expeftation of your Arri- 
val. 'Tbnotlongfince,while,whenweexped:' 
cd you every Minute, we were thrown into a Delay 
till the Month of June. Now, indeed, I am of 
Opinion, that you ought to come at the Time you 
appointed, if you can conveniently. You will then 
be prefent when my Brother (lands for his Eleftion, 
you will fee me after a long Abfence, and finifh 
your Difference with Acutilius* It is the Opinion 
likewife of Peduceus^ that I (hould give you an In- 
timation of this ; for we think it is for your Inte-* 
reft that you fhould put an End to that Affair *, my 
Services in this Refped, always have been, and al- 
ways (hall beready(i), I 

( 1 ) This fixes the Dates of thofe Letters, and juftifies the 
order into which I have thrown them. Ckero would not have 
judged Mactr^ unlefs he had been Prxtor, which he certainly 

was 
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I luive here gone through the Affair of Caius 
Macer^ to the wonderful and unparalleUed Satis- 
fadion of the People. It is trues I have been fa- 
vourable to him, but I railed n^y Chara££er higher 
with the People by condetnnii^ him than I could 
ferve my InCereft through hioi^ had he been ac- 
quitted. 

As 

was ill the Year of Ronu 68S, ander the ConfuUhip of Mar^ 
cms jXmilius LefidMf and LsteiMt Foicatms Tulius, This Macir 
K|u) beeo Govef nor of Jfia^ and had been accufed of corrupt 
Pra£(ices by the People of that Province. He was fo Aire by 
his own Interefty and that of Craffks^ to be acqaitted, that he 
came during the Time .of his Tri^l, in a kind of Triumph to 
the Senace-houfe^ and hiding that he had been unanimonfly 
condemned^ he went home and died of Grief, according to 
Pl^anb ; bnt accdrdine to Faltritu Maximus, he put hioifelf 
to death, that he mi^ (ave his Eftate to his Family. 

But I can't help thmking that Cicens Tranflators and Com^ 
mentators have all of them miAaken this Paflage. The Origi- 
nal is. Cut cum itjui fulffitmus^ tamen multo mc^drem fruQum ex 
pofuli exiftimatione^ iUo danmato^ cefimus^ guam ex iffius^ fi etb^ 
foluitts ejfet, gratia cefijfemus* Monfieor St, Real, after Mium- 
tiusy tranflates the Words, Cut cum seqiti fuiJemus.'-^Sluoique je 
n aye /ait en le condamnant^ que ce a quei yitois ohligi en juftice* 
Monfteur Mongault tranflates it, ^uand f aurcis fu lui etre fa^ 
nforabU, But we are to coniider that this Macer, by Cicer§^a 
own Account (Fide Brufus, cap, 238) was no contemptible Ora- 
tor, and according to Seneca, he was his Rival in Eloquence* 
Minutius, and all who have followed hkn^ h&ve fallen into a 
oommon, but a very miflaken Opinion, as if Cicero, becaufe he • 
was the Prastor, was therefore the Judge in this Trial, and had 
it in his Power to be favourable to the accufed Party. Bat this 
was far from being the Cafe ; for a Pr«tor in fuch Trials had 
no more Power than to colleft the Votes of the Jury-Men, and 
to give Sentence according to their Verdift. Monfieur Mongauit 
is indeed right in tranflating the Word a-quus here fa^verablc* 
but he is miltaken as to the Occafion upon which it was uicd ; 
and Cafaubon, in his Note upon this PalTage, in finding Fault 
with Yalerivs Maximus^ has fallen bimfelf mto a great many 
Blunders. Valerius tells us, that . when Macct ttnoerllood the 
Senfe of the Court to be againft him, he ilrangled himlelf. 

Vol. I. fending 
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As to what you write concerning the Minervat 
Mercury J it gives me great Pleafure ; it is an Orna- 
ment in Charadter to an Academy •, that of a Mercury 
is in common to all Places of Exercife, but a AG. 
Turval Mercury is peculiarly graceful in a Place de- 
dicated to the Exercife of Study. I therefore ei>- 
treat that, as you write, you would embellifli that 
Spot with as many other Ornaments as poffible. I 
have not yet feen the Statues which you have al- 
ready fent me ; 1 am now thinking of going to 
Formic where they are. I will carry them all to 
my Tufculanum. If ever I fliall begin to grow 
rich, I will embellifh Catena. Keep your Books 
in your own Hands, and don't fear but I fhall be 
able to make them mine; If I fucceed in this, I 
fliall out-do Crafus in RicheS, and look with Con- 
fending, at tke fame Time, a MelTenger to Cicrrot acquainting 
him chat he died under Accufation, but before his Condemna- 
cion« *' Se non damnatum fed rcum feriijff^'' and that his Goods 
could not be put up to public Audion, *' Ntc Juo bona haftre 
foffe fubjici. Caftnthon endeavours to fhew, by many Autho* 
rities from the Civil Law, that, Valerius^ he fhould have faid 
Macer^ was miilakeo in the Conceit of faving his Edate from 
Confifcatlon, by dying before Judgment. But we are to ob- 
ferve, that thofe Authorities are all drawn from the imperial 
ConiUtutions after the DiiTolution of the Republic, and can be 
of no Weight againft the poiitive Affenion of Valerius 
Maxtmnsy who lived foon after Cicero, Garo, according to 
the. fame Author, receiving this Meflage, forbore to pronounce 
Judgment ( ^d cognttd^ de re Ciciro nihil pronunciai'it,) The 
Account given us by Valerius being thus vindicated, Cicero, 
by his Condud, had all the Reafon in the World to fay, that 
he had been favourable to the accufed, who was indeed 
condemned but not fentenced. It is true, he was iamnatus, 
but not before his Death, that is, he died dum Sentcnti^t 
diribercntur^ while the Opinions of the Court were colle^l- 
ing and fcparating. For every Judge had his Choice of 
three Opinions, one for acquitting, one for condemning^ and 
9ne for poftponiog the Trial. 

tempt 
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tempt on the Country Seats and Eftates 4»f all 
Mankind. 
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TH £ following is a true State, fb far as I 
can forcfce upon Calculation, of my Preten- 
fion to the Confulfliip, which I know you have 
greatly at Heart. Publius Galia ftands alone, and re- 
ceives a fair Sat Denial, in the Language of old Ro^ 
mans. The common Opinion runs, that this his 
premature (landing is by no Means unfavourable 
to my Views ; for his Suit is commonly denied' 
upon Pretext of a Pre- engagement to me. From 
this I hope for fome Advantage, when it Ihall be- 
come a current Opinion, that I have found a greater 
Number of Friends. As to my part, I was think- 
ing to be^n my Solicitations at the very Time when 
your Slave, as Cincius told me, was fetting out with 
this Packet, that is, upon the i ytb of July^ when 
the Ailembly was held for electing the Tribunes^. 
My determined Competitors appear to be Galba^ 
Anttmiusy and ^ Ccmificius. I fuppofe at this News 
you will either be merry or fad. But to break your 
Brain, I muft tell you that Cefonius too is talked 
of as a Competitor. Acquilius gives me no Concern; 
for he has forfworn all Competition, pretending In- 
firmities, and excufmg himfelf from his great Bu- 
finefs, as the Monarch of Law Arbitrations. As to 
Catthne^ I am fure of him as a Competitor, if his 
Judges fhall be of Opinion that the Sun never fhines 
at Noon-Day. I don't fuppofe, that you expieft mc 
to mention Aufidius and PiUicanus. 

C As 
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As to the Gaindidate* for nrxt Ycury de/ap CtorM 
to be fure of his Eleftion. It is thought that 5Stfr- 
mus will have a hard Struggle with Silanus^ but 
they are fo poor, both in Intcreft and Charaftcr, 
that I (hall not at all wonder (i) ifCurius is brought 
in ; but in this Qpinipa I aiTi fingylar. U f6en)s to be 
rooft agreeable to my Views, that Thermus fliouU 
be cbofcn with Cafafy for there mt, none of the ptcr 
fent Candidates^ who, if they (hould (land in my Yeai^ 
If oql4 give me more Trouble than he could, becaufe 
he is oncjof the Overfeers of the Flaminian.W'dYy wbijch 
wouW then be eafily finiflied 5I would therefore, with 
a^l wy Heart, join him in the Confujlhip. with C^r. 

Thus ftands the rude Draught of the Competi- 
tion. For my Part, I (h^l apply, with all poflible 
Diligence, to erery Duty of a Candidate j and per- 
hkps: when the Forun;i BojSnefe rela;yes ajliittle ajt Rome^ 
I ^ali oi3kt an Ejccurfioa in the Month of Sepum- 
Ifir^ under Pretence of a Legation to Pi/o^ fo as ta 
bp ^e to return in January y becauie it appeals, as 
if; Gaul had a great Influenpe in the.EleftiQn. Whco. 
I (hall hare tlioroughly underftood the Difporition^ 
of our Men of Quality, I (hall wric;e to y ou.- Every 
Thing clfe, I hope will go fmoothly Qn> if I have 
only to dp with thofe City-Competitors. A* 
you are nearer to him than I am, pray take care ta 
procure me the Votes of all who are with our Friend 
Pcmpey. Affure him that I will not uke it amifs^ 
though he ftiould not appear at my Meeting. This 
is all I have to recommend to you upon this Head* 
There is, however, one Thing for which I a(k your 
]Pafdon. When your Uncle Cacilius was defrauded 
in a large Sum by P. Varius^ he began to fue his. 

(l) Ortg. dlvfftTQ*. ImpoJ/ihilf. 

Brother 
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Cikniniiis Satrius{i) concerning certain £f^ 
fefts^ which he pretends Sairius received bj A frait'^ 
tiuknt ConVcyante from Fariusi. The other Credi:^ 
ton joined in the Aftion, amongft v^hom are IM^ 
nllms{i) and P. Seipio and L. P^ntius^ Who^ it is 
Aought^ would YalfJi b^en the Affignee (3}^ if thci 
£ffe£b hfd been fold But 'tis ridiculous to talK 
of an Affignee at thi^ Time; Cstcilins defired m^ 
to app^r againft Sufrias^ who attends me at tnf 
Houfe almoft every Day. LiicHis Damiiks is hit 
chief Patron^ and I am his fecond. He was of great 
Service to nty Brother ^imUs and me in our Soli-^^^ 
citations fcft public Offices. I own I am greatly 

(i) This Pdrfon was probabfy a Roman Knight, and ^fteemed' 
by Gcero^ and is mentioncKl hySmtonims, iti his Treatife concern- 
i&giftufagiis Granbaariahs. 

(a) Mwtutius, though a very able Cride, in his Note npoii, 
tii!s-Paffil^, niifhltes dns Lucal/ui to be Marcus Terentius Farrti 
iftdMkf m cailtd £h»l his being adopted into the Faaiily of 
tlie Vurnkts, Bttt iMdu Lictmtis LmcuUus^ fo telebraiicd lor hii 
Vi^bHes over Mithridates^ is certainly the Perfon meant here. 
Mmiffi u/s COnjiChire is founds noon thai^ great Man not be- 
lag thfl^ at JRoMf ; becamfe be didtnot triumph ^cill tinder thd 
CodruIateOf JI^KfT/rtf and Si/anus. But nothing is siore certaitf 
d&ait that' dier^ Was a confiderablie Diftance of Time between 
UrAeinn to Ram and his Triumph, which int deferred by 
the.; Am Of hb Enemiesy imd gave him fuch Difguft, that he 
gave himfelf more up to Conntry Amufements than became a 
raiKdt in fuch dangeroiis Times ; and he is one of thofe Men 
of^Qtaality whom Q'cero calls Pifcinarii, Fiftl -pond-Fanciers. 
There, la notrang remarkable in the other Names here men- 
ttbatfc!^ oxily that Demtius was furnamed Z>. jEnoharbus, and, 
Wai AnCdtor to fhel Emperor Nero, and that Seipio itz% the lafi 
Man of Figare in his illulbious Family. 

(3) Qrig, Mapfter, This Term ahfwers cxtreamlv well to 
oiif AftgAecs' lender a Comtniflion of Bankruptcy, being ge*. 
K^iJaOyiwfiKn' by the other CJ-editors, to manage and iell oil 
the Eftate of the Bankrupt, for the Benefit of the Creditors, 
And indeed, thotlgh it has not been attended to by A\ithors, 
wc &d a wonderm Similitude between the Roman and Engl\/k 
hmn, bMl dvil and ctiffliiKd, of which we may bate Occa- 
fioA 10 l^cik hereafter. 

C a cmbarraflTed 
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embarrafTed by my Itltimaqr at once with Sairiui 
and DvmiiiuSi on whom I chiefly depend for Succefs 
in my Election. I laid all this before CmUsusj and 
told him^ at the fame Time, that I (hould be ready 
to ferve bim^ if the Queftion were only between 
him and the other ; but that I muft have a propep 
Regard both to my own Intercft and Conveniency 5 
for that this was the Caufe of all the Creditors, who 
were Men of great Rank, and who could eafily 
earry it through^ without any one appearing in par* 
ticular for C^cilius. I perceived that he relilhed 
this Anfwer more difagreeably than I cottld have 
wilhed, and more than I thought became a Gen^ 
deman, and, for thefe feveral Days pa{t, he has en* 
tirely avoided my Company. 

'I entreat you Forgiyenefs on this Head, and thar 
you will confider the Rules of Decency forbid me,^ 
at this moft troublefome Jun£ture, to oppofe the 
moft capital Concerns of a Friend, who has done 
me all the good Offices and Services in his Power. 
But tf you have a Mind to be fevere upon me, I 
give you leave to think, that Ambition fO is my 
true Motive in the Matter. But even fuppofing 
that to be the Cafe, I think I ought to be pardon- 
ed ; for it is not a fmall Matter I have at Stake ("2). 

You 

( 1 ) Cicero here makes ufc of a great deal of Art; for in Faft. 
Domitius was not the confiderable Man he reprefents Hm to be. 
This Franknefs, however, which he pretends to put on to his 
Friend, who might have found him out, has a heaudful Effedl. 

(2) Orig. £«f« ^x »•?«»♦'«»» «^ ^oi» V. ^amu ^jiainut fartim out 
tirpu huhulum. This is aQiiotation from the twenty fecond Book 
ofHemer\ Ilias, and Virgil afterwards :tranflated the Scnfc of itr 

'•^'-^Keqtie enim Uvia ant, ludicra petmtur 
P.r^^mia ' ■ 

It is neceflkry here to make a general Obferration cencerxi* 
ing our Author's frequent Ufe cfGrtek Phimfet and Quotationa; - 
• ^ Nething 
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vYx>ii are fenfible in what a Road i am, and 4iow 

carefully I ought, not only to preferve my old« but 

ito acquire new. Friends. I am in hopes that you 

.will approve of what I have done, and I am fure. 

Nothing is more common with Englifi> Writers than to comr- 
pare, in this Refped, the Englijh to die Romansy and the Greeks 
CO the French. This has been done, even as a Jufiification of 
.our frequent Ufage of French Learning and Language, as it oc- 
curs hourly in Reading and^ Converiktion. But .this ParaUel 
holds in no other RefpeS, than, that as Rome fubdued Greece^ fo 
idid EngUmi France y and the Conquerors were ibiitten with, an 
Afieftion for the Manners, the Arts, and the Language of the 
conquered. But, whoever looks upon the Roman Policy in this 
Light, is grea%^ deceived. 1 he Men of Learning, before the 
Times of Cictro^ were, in Rwie^ but few, in Greece they were 
innoniffrable. When Groece was conquered, her Language had 
arrived at its Perfedion, that of ii^Mr was in its In^ncy. The 
>XMunr. Government was military, it had no Vacancy for Arts : 
^ Conftitudons of Gruee were civil, and eave too little En- 
couragement for War ; *tiU at lafi their moft celebrated States 
became fo many Schools, filled with the Wrangling of Sophifts 
and Pjedantt. The admirable good Smife of the Romans taught 
lliem to profit by all thofe Circamftances, and to embellifh, but 
aot as the Greekt had done, to weaken, their ConAitudon by li- 
terary Ornaments. They loved the Learning, they hated the 
Morab, of the Gneks. They availed themfeives -of the Profef* 
fion, whilft they kept the Profefibr a Slave. With them, the 
Study of Greek did not v^eaken the Love of their Country, 
though they fcarce, in the Days of GV/fv, had any Learning 
|>at in that Language ; and Qctre was the firft Writer of great 
Eminence that brought his Mother-Tongue to fpeak the Lan- 
guage of Philofophy and polite Arts. I need not fugged to my 
Keader, how much this has been the ReverOe between England 
and France^ for thofe many Years, during which the EngliJh 
have continued under the Delufion% of French Affedation. i he 
Ei^lijb^l fay, during ^chat Time, have been as much fuperior to 
die French in Genius, Learning, and Language, as their Fore- 
fiilhen were to them in Arms ; and that AiFe^Ution can be ac- 
costed for no other Way, than upon that fenfetefs Principle, 
which hurries Sheep over the Pale of their own rich Failure, to 
Ikave the ^leaforc of (Urving upon a barren Moor. 

jttieujsnA himfelf fo fond of the Greek Langutigc, that he 
was proud of the Name of JtHcns or Jtleman, and Cicero at* 
ie^ it themore, becaufe he writes to him. But we are, in gene* 
lal, to obfenre, that when CiceP9 is moft profufe of his Greek 
QSocatioBs» hit Heart is moft at Eafe ; for he generall) pours 
ff^A hiiAngaiih and Sorrow in Latin. 

C 3 1 W^aBL 
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I wifli it* Your Minerual Mercury plcafcs me 
wonderfully, apd it ftaqds fo charmingly, that the 
whole Academy feems to have been contrived on 
purpofc to receive it( i ), I am greatly your Friend, 



E P I S T. XI. 

BE it known to you that under the ConfuUbip( 2) 
of Xi* Julius C^far and C. Marcifts Fignlm^ I 
wn enriched with a Son,! and that the Mother is in 

4 

(1) Orif. 'HXW «ra(i)^. SoU dtnptm ofP^'^ nnl Solis tm- 
ffum. Thu if a very perplexed PaHkge to tke hdk Mannicriptt, 
«nd>ll Editions of gur Aotkoi. I have trapfflated in the Scntk 
which I thinlc moft agreeable to Qceri^ Manner. 

(2) Orig. I. Juih Qtifmri. C. Mmxi* Figgk cnfi^hm, fiuh 
mi atiSum/ato. Though Monfieor Akngauk has tranflated thil 
Parage, a$ ifC^t/mr ^d FigM^tu had not yet entered into tho 
tftoal Exercife of their Confulihip, yet I am far fvom being 
clear i^ that Rcfpeft» and were it not for one Circumftano^ 
that of his prep^aring himf<^f^tp defiP^ CatiliMe^ who was tried 
under the Cpnlulfliip of Co/ia and Torpuuusj I could have no 
Manner of Doubt m fixine the Date of this Letter to the ijl 
ofjmmqiy, v^hich was the Day when the Coniiiis entered upon 
their Office j becaufe, ineenuoufly fpeaking, I do not find that 
Gcero ever makes ufe of this Manner when he expreiTes himielf 
ofa ftttureCpnfuKhip. Mond^ux Monga^t fays, that the Cir'> 
cumftance of Catiimt is decifive, agaii^ this Letter being date^ 
under the Confulfliip of drjmr atd Figulus. But even that 
Itfatter is not fo clear ^ he unagines. Mttretus is of Opinion, 
f)iat that Papage qught to be read CaiUinam cemfetitorem mfirum 
difndin cogitabamus inflend of cogitamus. I do not indeed find 
that Mttretus is fapported in this Conjedure by Manufcripts ; 
yet his Emendation is not without a (Irong Probai^ility to (iip- 
iport it ; becaufe when we read cogitabamus, it implies as if d- 
€irQ, while he wrote this Letter, had then given over the fa- 
vourable Thoqghts he had entertained of Catiline, and thus 
^e Thing is thrown into an imperfed Time, which decides 
nothing. But indeed it is far from being impofiible for Cati- 
Mmf even under tl^e Conlulfhip of de/ar and Finilus, to have 
bad Oceafion for Cicero's pleading for him, efpeciiuly if we con- 
fider, that though he had been tried under the Confulfliip of 
CW/a and T§rptatuj^ yet no Sentence had been prQnooaced ei- 
^ci: for or Mgrni him; ib the Matter was ftill in Sufpenfe. 

Moofiem^ 



to ATTICUS. «3 

ft ^fA Way of Recovery. Not a Strap frort you 
(all this while ! I wrote you fome Time ago very 
cilctimftftntially with regard to my Afiairs« I am 
at pitrftiit preparing to defend my Competitor Ctf- 
tilint{i). We are fadsfied, and the Profecutor is 

greatly 

Monfiear M^anb fttid the CdmiiitBtators bring another Ob- 
jc66on agSiiift th^ fixity ^ Date of this Letter, to the a^hial 
Confollhip oFC^r and F/Wjkjt, becaufe, fay they, at the End 
^it, he defire^ Atticus to he at Bjitm in January ; whereas, if 
this Letter had been wrttten ttAder the Confulfhip, it mod have 
bean written in Ja/tumy, I'his Objedion has, no doubt, in it 
fome Weight, but not enough fo conquer the ObRinacy of the 
Dfigtnal Paflage before us. Eeiides, there is no kind of Im- 
|X)ffibiiity, (ttppofing Ciar^ to have written this Letter on the 
%ftxifjanuaryy for hid! to have defigned that Month by its own 
Name. I ckm*t know whetiier there it even any Abliudity in 
it, or whether die faxtae Thing is not now in daily Praftice. 

Bat, fay the Commentators, Attiau was then beyond Sea in 
SfirMs^ aim had a great Journey to make to Rome^ and if Gurc 
wrote dlis Letter on the ifi or Jamary^ how could he expe£{ 
StaX hh Letter could have Time to reach his Friend, and his 
tinttA have Time to be at Rom in that Month ? But this,, 
Which Motofieur Mongauk looks upon to be the main Objedion f 
is, I think, eafdy anfwered. The Letter might have reached 
Attituiy bv Sea, in a very few Days. Cicero^ Anxiety to hav9 
Ids Pt!iena at Rotne often leads him into a Kind of Imperti- 
lience of tmportuaity, and he might imagine, that his Friend 
Aight meet the Letter on his Journey, and caufe him to make 
tke more Hafte. In (hort, this was not a Letter of Advice for 
Jbiieus to <ome to Rome in January ; becaufe it is extreamly 
plahi, from Cicero\ own Wotds, thaf Jtticus had already come 
to that Refolution. Upon the whole, I dare not depart from 
Ae literal Sen(c of the Original. 

(i) Hel»e I caftnot help obviating a very ftrong Objedion 
brought againft the Morals of our Author by Writers and Com- 
mentators, who have not rightly underftood this Paifage i nor 
indeed hs9t any of his Apologills done him Jullice. It is not, 
fyy they, much to the Honour of Cicero, to have known Catt- 
iiiie*% Crime to be as plain as the Sun at Noon-Day ; yet to 
have pleaded in his Favour. Monfieur Mongauh thinks he re- 
moves this Objedion, by faying it was the Pradice at Rim9 
ibr the greateft Men to plead for the vileft Crinunals, and gives 
an Inftance of Horfen/huf who pleaded for ^erreu But this is 
a poor Apology. It contradlds the repeated Profeffions of ouf 
Amhor againtt fuch a Pradice, and indeed, even ku this Age an4 

C 4 Nation 
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greatly fo, with the Choice of the Commiifioners for 
the Trial. If he (hould be acquitted, I am in 
Hopes that he will join me the more heartily in my 

Nation, we muft have a defpicable Opinion of the firft Man of 
his Coantry. if he fhould know, unknown to his Friends, ano- 
ther Perfon to be a public Pefl of Society, and to theConflitution, 
mnd yet voluntarily appear to defend him from a juft Profeca- 
don. Let us, however, ftate the Matter as it really was. 

Catiline returned from his Government of Africa to Rvme^ 
juft as $ulla and Autronius had loft the Confulfhip, for their 
corrupt Pradices, and their Profecutors, Cotta and Torquatus 
were eledled. Upon his Arrival, an Adion was brought 
againft him for Malverfation in his Government, and at the 
fame Time, he declared himfelf a Candidate for die Confulihip. 
Catiline^ at that Time, was far from (landing in the deteflablc 
Light he afterwards appeared in to the Public. He applied to 
Cic§ro to defend him nom the Charge brought againfl him, and 
he applied with fuch Addreft, and fuch a Shew of Innocence, 
that Cicero^ in his Oration for C^lius, owns, that Catilim had 
almoft impofed upon him ; in (hort, I will not venture to fay 
that Qcero did not promife to plead for CatiUm. The difqoa- 
lifying a formidable Candidate from (landing for a public Of- 
fice, by bringing aeaind him a fi£Utious Charge, was, at that 
Time, a common Trick in Rome, and Gcero might with Honour 
undertake to defend Catilim againft fuch a Charge ; and I 
think it is very plain that this was a frivolous one. My Rea- 
fon is, becaufe, though the adling Conful, Tullus^ procured a 
Prohibition againd Catiline % (landing for the Con(ul(hip, and 
though Catilim did not (land ; yet it is plain, from the Words 
ofSalluftt that this did not happen from the Charge of Mal- 
Adminidration being brought againd him, but from a Point 
of Form, becaufe Catiline was too late in declaring himfelf a 
Candidate. Ludo TulU^ fays Saliuft, Marco Lepido Lo/s. P, Aw 
trmuus (ff P. ^ulla dffignati confules legibus ambitus interrogati 
fanas dedtrant, Paulo pofi Catilina pecuniarum refetundarum reus 
frohihitus erat peter e eon/'uiatumt quod intra legitimos dies profiteri ne^ 
qui*verit. 

From this plain State of Fa£ls, it appears that Cicero^ confi- 
-ftently with the Charadler of a great and a good Man, might 
undertake to plead for Catiline^ upon the Charge of Corrup- 
tion, and, at the fame Time, think it as plain as the Sun at 
Noon-Day, that he was difqualiiied from danding for the Con- 
fulihip; becaufe his Declaration was not within the legal Time. 
To conclude, there it ftrong Rcafon for believing, that Cicero 
^ not plead for Catiline ; becaufe, if he. had, his mentioning, 
that Circumftance would have been of great Service to his 
Heading tat QtUiu. 

^ " SoliciutioAS 
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Solicitations ; fhould it happen otherwife, I muft 
bear it' as well as I can. I have Occafion for your 
fpeedy coming to Town, for it is the general and 
fixed Opinion of the Public, that your Friends, the 
Men of Quality, will oppofe my £le<%ion, and | 
forefee that I fliall ftand in great Need of your In- 
tercft for gaining their Favour. Therefore take 
care, ^s you appointed, u> be in Town by Ja* 
mtary. 



E P I S T. XII. 

THAT A^ir of the Trojan Lady (i) is really 
very tirefome, nor did Cornelius afterwards 
return to Terentia ; and it is my Opinion that I muft 
have recourfe to the Bankers, ConfidiuSj Axius^ or 
Selucius\ for there is no touching CMilius^ nor 
would he advance Money to his Brother under 1 2 
per Cent. But to return from whence I broke off ; 
never did I (ee any Thing more impudent, more 
fly, and more Ihuffling than flie is. ^^ I will fend 
•* my freed Man, — I have given Orders to Titus^ 
All Words (2) and Wind C3) ; yet I don't know. 
but it may turn out well for me (4). For Pompef% 
Gentlemen UIhers(5) tell me that he will aftually 

(i) This Letter appears to be written three Years after tht 
Ibregoingt This was a Nick-Name by which Cictro defigned 
Amt9mmTQ!% Colleague in the ConfuUhip^ and it muft be con* 
6ffed that there appears to have been feme dark Management 
at this Time between him and oar Author. 

(2) Orig, £«if4^iK Pr^extus. 

(3) Orig, 'AMiecXx$ DiJaHams. 

(4) Orig. Tavr^forrev 9f*Jr. Cafiu miltksquam nos cunfuUt. 

(5) ^rig. Prodromi, I have tranflated this, as CiV^fv meant lt» 
as a Sneer upon die numerous Creatures of Pompey^ who wem 
to be found in dU (garters at this Time, crying up the Servicea 

and Merits of their Patron. 

IbccA 
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ftand to fucceed Antpnms^ and at the fame Time 
that the Praetor will move the Thing to the Peo* 
pie. Now the Cafe s of fuch a NaUire^ that I cannot 
either widi the Appprobation of the worthy part 
of Mankind, or of the Public in general^ with any 
Decency, undertake the Defence of Antcnius ; and, 
which is more than alU I have no IncIinatioQ to do 
it ; for the following Accident h^% happened^ and I 
irecommend the whole of it» of what Nature (bever 
it may be, to your Sagacity. 

I have a Freedman, and a very worthlcfs Fellow 
he is, I mean Hilarus^ your Book-keeper and hum- 
ble Servant. Concerning this Perfon» Vakrms the 
lingoift informs me (and CbiUus writes that he has 
lieard the fame Thing) that he is with AnUnius^ 
who while he praftifes public Extortion upon bis 
Province, gives out, that Part of the Money is col* 
kfted upon my Account, and that this fame Hi^ 
btrus is fent as a Steward to keep the common 
Purfe. This, I own, touches me fenfibly (i)^ yet 
I cannot believe it, though fome fuch IXlcourie 
tiiere certainly was. Pray trace^ examine, and 
make yoorfelf Matter of, the whole Story, and 
(if you can by any Means) force that Rogue 
out of thofe Parts. Vderius gives Caius PUnuius 
as his Author for all this Story, and I am ferious 
when I recooHnend it to you to fearch into the 
Bottom of it. 

Fompey ftill appears to be my very good Friend. 
The Public highly approves of his Divorce from 
iMcia. I fuppofe you have heard that Publius do- 

(i) I hare not troubled die Rcadsr with any Notes upon 
tkis Matter, becattfe it is not veiy material to the Hiflor^ of 
dtatTimt. ^ We mnft, however obferve, that fome of Gcero's 
Cotcmporaries were far from thinking Um H^^rnfthlr upon the 
"* *:of his Collttfion widi Aiumtu. 

dius 
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S%${i) the Son of AfftUy was lately appitliended 
ft Csfivr^^ Houfcy in a Woman's Drefs, ac a Sacfi- 
fice for the Good of th« Peqplei and that he vm 
iaved and carried oflF by Means of a young (he 
Sl^re. I make ao Doubt that you will be extreatnly 
iineafy at an Incident fo remarkably infamous. ' I 
have nothing cUe to write so you, and indeed \ 
have been in ibn^e Dife|K}er. For my pret^ Boy 
Sm/khius^ who uibd Xfx read to me^ ia dead; and Ui 
Peath touchy me more dian the Deadi of a Slave 
ought to do. I beg that you will write often to mei 
fvm though you haw no SubjeA, yet write whatever 
CAom uppermoft. Paced this ijl oiJanHmy^ undeir 
tlii QonfiilOiipl of A£ J^/tfAi and Jl^. PiJ$. 

E|>IST. XIII. 

Jr Kf AVE BOW received your thiw Letters^i on^ 
\ b^ Motcus Qfrmliux^ which I fuppofc you 6i^ 
vered to hiiP at the three Taverqs ^ I reqeived the 
(e(:oi\4 froflo your JL^n^lord at; Q^nfium^ and yov 
^a^e yoi^r third firom on board your Ship» after 
ivci^iog AachoTt AU Qf them fpeak with a Flow 

and Pur\^ of I,.angviage i they ani ie^ioiied witb 
"Wi;, and marked with hS^oa. They are fucb 
^ IproYpke me to aji Aofwert which I have de* 
j/iyedj only becauAi I ccmld not find, a Aire Convey^- 
^ce. For where i^ the Perfo9B who witt ^aiffj 
\ i^tter of any Weighs widhopt leUevuHg himfelft 
by feadi(^ it over? Be^de^ thMft I did neit know 
ot anx one a^iing cq Efiirm^ For I thought that 

9.(ter yop ]md fettled your ASaAr^w and pcrrornie4 
the: pifQpei; K^s at Home^ you would inftancly &c 

(i> Ti^s itofff anddie Charaaer of CMtis, as wtM at the 
whole Management of Fon^ tovy^anls our Author, will be far- 
ther. explain|4 ia t^ Coum Of thefe Letters. 
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out upon.your Expedidon againft Sicjon^ to lay k 
under Contribution. I am eyen in an Uncertainty 
as to the Time when you go to jbitonius^ or how* 
inany Days you will fpend in Efirus *, I am there- 
fore unwilling to truft either the Acbians or the Epi^ 
Tots^ with Letters that are written in the Stile of 
fiuniliar Freedom. Some Incidents fince your De- 
parture,' however, have happened, not unworthy to 
ht communicated in Wriung 9 but they are fuch as 
I do not xhufe to ezpofe tp the Danger of being 
loft, opened, or intercepted. 

You are therefore, in the firft Place, to Icnow 
{hat I was Aot the firft whofe Opinion was demand- 
ed, and the (1) Conqueror of the iflMrfffi was pre- 
ferred to me, though tlus was not done without 
fome Murmuring from the Senate, and without 
my free Confent. For I am thereby xUfengs^ged 
from my Obligadons towards a worthier Man, 
vid at Liberty to maintain wj own Dignity in the 
Sute againft his Humours. Add to this, dut the 
fecond Voice is an Authority almoft equal to the 
firft, and is not too muck enflaved through the 
good Offices of the ConfuL Caiulus votes the third, 
and if you want to know more, Hcrienfius is the 
fourth. As to the Conful himfelf, he has a Soul, 
at once mean and malicious, he is one of thofe four 
Laughter-k)dking Wranglers, whofe very Figures 
are ridiculous, and who are more entertaining by 
their Ix)oks than by their Language. To him the 
People are indifferent, the Nobles odious; from him 
his Country has no room to hope for ought that is 
good ; becaufe he wants Will to perform it, or to 
fear ought that is bad, becaufe he is without the 
Courage to attempt it. As to his Colleague A^- 

U) Viz. Gmm Pifi. 
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aUm^ he treats me with great Regard. He* bodi 
afiefts^ and maintains the Charader of a Patriot % 
nor indeed is there z very good Underftanding be- 
tween them. 

But I am apprehenfive, left tiiis Afiair, which is 
now in Dependence, may have great Confequences. 
I fuppofe you have heard, that when the Sacrifice 
for the People was performing at Csjar^% Houfe, 
a Man came duther in a female Habit^ that whet^ 
the Virgins recommenced the Sacrifice, a Motion 
concerning it was made by Cornificius in the Senate; 
the Motion, I (ay, was made by him, left you 
naight fufpedt that it came from the confular Bench. 
That afterwards, the Matter, by the Decree of the 
Senate, was referred to the Priefts, and by them 
pronounced to be facrilegious •, that, upon this, the* 
Senate ordered the Confui to carry it, by way of 
Information, before the People,' and that Cajar has 
repudiated his Wife. In this Caufe Fifo^ fwayed 
by his Friendihip for PubKus ClediuSj labours that 
the Information which he himfelf is to prefer, and 
prefer it too by an Order of the Senate, and upon 
a religious Account, fhould be qu^&ed. Meffala 
hitherto afts with Spirit and Severity. Your Men 
of Quality, through the Interccflions of Ckdins^ 
difliked tl^ Proceeding ; Forces are muftering; our 
Bench, who at firft in this Caufe behaved like fd 
many inflexible Patriots, becomes daily more and 
more pliable. Cato is keen and prefling. In fliort, I 
am apprehenfive, left this Afiair, negle&ed by the 
gpeaty and defended by the wicked, may be the 
Source of many Calamities to our Country. 

But as to your Friend (x) (the Perfon you kiiow^ 

(I) Pmtif. . 
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q[ yuAiom yo« wrote to me^ ud who not dAii^' td 
blame, began to jfvzi&i me) he f^veS me hew ftix>h§ 
l^raofft of his AffbftioFk He careflesi he k>Ve$, he 
oommends me in public ; but all this in lb auk- 
wand % Way that it is plam be fecredy hates fhe^ 
He has about him>noihingof the Gentleman) notUny 
of the hontfft Man% There is lA htm nothing graoe-* 
fttl^ nothing irobfe^ nothing braver nothing htt in' 
his Sentiments ol Government ( r)< But I will wtita 
with more Accuracy on this Head at another Timet 
for I aA> neither^ aS' yet^ well enough acquainted 
with Pardaulars^ and I know too Uttle about the 
FtUow who carries this, to truft him ¥nth a Letter 
of fo g^eat Confcqjuence; 

The Provinces a^ not» aa yet» allotted to thd 
Prartoi^^ and that Affair ibods jiift- as you- left it. I 
fliall take into my Oration the Defcription (2) of Afy- 
£^tkt and Puiecki which you* reqMirei I onderfland 
that I was miftaken in the Date of tke 3d of Dicem* 
bit J I own thao L was before^hand ftrongly prepof< 
fciSKl in favour of the Paiage of my Orations^ 
which you recommend^ though I durft not fay fo 
much \ but now that they haVe your Approbation^ 
their ^/iV^3) Graces are heightened in my Eyes. 1 
have added fomewhat to my Speech againft JMf- 
Sillus \ I fend you^the Book, finee your ASe£fifkn 
for me has given you a rhetorical Turn (4). 

W \\aX' can I enttrtaiti y<Ju with befides ? — ^NoW 
that^ I think of it» the Gonful Meffaia has bought 
the Houfe that belong^ to Autrcnius for 20^000 £• 
What, is that tO- me, fay you ? Nothing, why but 

(i) Orig, ir 7M( ir«AiTiat%. h rebus fiue/uni nif. 

(2) Oiig: Toirt^foici. De/mptiomm. 

V3) Orig, «T7»c«rTff#. Magis Attica, 

(4) Orig, fi^«ftfr8f«. Amiauem mtit Hckndi. 

thaC 
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Aat tht9 Purcliafe juftifies mine, and that People; 
iKKVe begun t0 think ihat there is no Harm in mak* 
\x% free mjxk a Friend's Putfe for buying ones-felf 
loco a littfe Slate. That Afiair with the Trojan 
Lady gpe«^ but (lowly oa ^ but fiill I have Hopes* 
Da you perfiorm what I haute recommended to your 
Care. YoiU may depend upon a more unreferved 
Letfiec from me. Dated ^^oMr^ry 25^ in the Con* 
Hdlhip o£ M* Mejfala and M. Fi/o. 

E P I S T, XIV. 

IT'wouId look like Afitftation in mcy Ihould I 
tell you how much Bufmefs I hare- upon mf 
Hands ; but indeed I have fo much^ that I fcarcer 
have Time for writing this fliort Letter, and the 
Ktde I have is fnatched from Affairs of the higheft 
Confequence. I have already wrote to you concern- 
ing the Character of Pvmpty^s. firft Harangue. It 
gave naComfort to the wretched, it had no Weight 
with the wicked. To the Great it came without 
Gracefulners, and to the Good without Dignity?. 
The whole of it therefore was infipid. After that, 
Fufiusi a very pragmatical Tribune of the People, 
by the Inftigation of the Conful Pifo^ produced 
Pampey before the Affembly. This happened in 
ihe Ptamifnan Circus, where^ that Day, was kept a* 
munificent Fair ( i ). He demanded of him, whether 
he was of Opinion that the Praetor fhould chufe 
^c Judges; by whofe Opinions, hcj the fame Prae* 
tor, was to be informed. This was meant of the 
Sicrilege of Clodius^ which had been appointed 
to be tried by the Senate. Then Pompty fpoke 
nobly of the Nobles (2), and. in. his Anfwer, was at 

(i) Orig, v«Hn$)rv^K* Conventus, 

(2) Qrig* fioX' «^itfTMt^i«i»^ FaUt fro fiaiu optimatum. 

great 
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great Expchce of Words to pcrfuadc them hovr 
greatly he valued, and how greatly he had always 
valued, the Authority of the Senate in all* Matters. 
Afterwards, the Conful Mejfalaj in the Senate, de- 
ihanded of Pmnpey his Sentiments concemiag the 
Sacrilege, and the Bill which he had carried before 
the People. Pompef% Speech, in Anfwer to this, ap- 
proved, by the Lump ( i), of all that had been done 
by that Aflembly, and as he fat down by me, he 
told me, that he thought he had given a (atisfadory 
Anfwer concerning fuch and fuch Matters. 

Craffus perceiving that he prepoflefled the Aflem*^ 
bly in his Favour, upon the Prefumption that he 
approved of my ConfuUhip, flood up and fpoke 
of it in moil magnificent Terms. He went fo far 
as to fay it was owing to me that he was dill a Se- 
nator and Citizen of Rome^ that he enjoyed Liberty \ 
that he enjoyed Life; that he never could behold 
his Wife, ^ that he never could behold his Family 
that he never could behold his Country, without 
confidering them as fo many Gifts from me. In 
ihort, he laid it very thick upon that common Place, 
(you know the heightened Touches (2 j I mean) 
where my Sword and Fire ufed to glow with fuch 
Variety of Eloquence, in the Orations of which you 
fat the fupream Critic. I was fitting next to Pompey i 
I perceived that he was dreadfully at aLofs to know 
whether Crajfus wanted to captivate that Favour 
which he had neglected, or whether my Actions 
were really fo glorious as to dcferve unfought Ap- 
plaufcs in the Senate, efpecially from a Man who 
had fo little Reafon to run fo much out in my 

(1) Orig, ymxta^. GeneraiiUr, 
(Z) Orig. A^wlt^m- Jlp:fuUai. 

Praifes 
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.t^Ies, as, in all my Letters, he had beentiettled 
with the Compliments I had paid to Pompef. This 
Occalion rendered me extremely intimate with 
Crafus, and yet I openly receiTcd in good Part from 
Pampey all he fad of me, howetcr covertly it was 
exprefied. Bilt as to myfelf, immortal Gods 1 how 
did I fhow away ( i ) before Pvmpty my new Hearer ♦ 
Then, if ever, I difplayed all my Skill in the Turn 
ind Cadence { 2) of my Periods 1 3 ) in enforcing (4) and 
proving(5) my Faftsj in (horti I rufed my Voice. For 
herein lay my Strength {6)\ I enlarged upcm the Wif- 
dom of the fenatorialj and the Uoanimity of the 
cqueftrian. Order ; upon the Confent of Italy \ upon 
the expiring Remains of the Confpiracy -, I fpoke of 
Corruption \ I fpdke <3f Indolence. You know my 
Powers of Eloquence on fuch a Subjeft \ they were 
fuch that I abridge them here, becaufe I think that 
the Sound muft, before thtSj have reached your Ears. 
As to AiFairs at Romtt they are as follows; Our 
Senate is a fecond Areopagos (7) j nothing was ever , 
more inflexible, nothing more feVere^ nothing more 
undaunted. For when the Day came for pafling 
the Kll laid before the People by the Senate's Or- 
ders, all your fmock-fac'd Youths, all the Cubs of 
Catilintt with C«rw*s girlifli Boy at their Head* 
flocked together, and apply'd 10 the People to 
throw out the Bill^ while Pijoi the Conful, who had 
brought it up, now oppofed it. The Life-Guarda 
of Clediui look their Poft upon the Bridges, over 
which the People of each Tribe were to pafs to giv« 

(i) Orig- utmtfmnmlfHn- Ofimtavi me. 
(a) Orig- ma^tmai. Flixiti. (3) Orig. rtgieJti. Pfri«£, 

(4) Orig. nAiiytii^ala. Arffunexta. 
(c) Orig. nA»a»aai. Ceiijiimatiintt. 
\b) Orig. MJAwK- Afmentum. 
-.(7) Orig. i^Mi mirt' Jrt^fagta. 

D thtir 
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their Votes, and the Diftribution of the Balls fof 
the Suffrages w^s fuch, that none were given 'ouC 
markM with an Affirmative. 

Here Cato flew up into the Roftrum and made 
an Invedive, wonderfully ftrong againft Conful 
Pifo I if that Speech can be called an lnvedtivc» 
which was full of Energy , full of Authority, and 
full of Patriotifm. He was feconded by our Friend 
Hortenjius and many other great Men ^ but, above 
all, the Zeal of Favonius was remarkable. By this 
Aflembly of Nobles, the Affembly of the People was 
diifolved, and the Senate was called. It was then 
decreed, in a full Houfe, to addrefs the People to 
pafs the Bill, though Pifo oppofed it, and Clodius 
crawled at the Feet of all the Senators, Man by 
Man. About fifteen Senators voted with Curio in 
oppofing this Refolution of the Senate, againfl, at 
leaft, four hundred, who were for it. The Refolu* 
tion was agreed to, and then the Tribune Fufius 
gave up the Poii>t. The next Recourfe of ChdiuF 
was to harangue the People in a pitiful Strain, in 
which he loaded, with Reproaches, LMculluSy Horten- 
jius^ Caius Pifoy and the Conful Meffala. As to 
me he only taunted me with the old Saying, ^' that 
** t had difcovered every Thing (i)'*. The Se- 
nate has come to a Refolution, that nothing fhould 
be tranfafted concerning the ^Provinces of the Prae*^ 

(i) This was an Expreflion very often in Ac Mouth of C/- 
ciro^ when Cdtilini% Confpiracy was found out. He appears to 
have made ufe of it in a pretty arbitrary Manner, when he was 
culled upon to produce Evidence againfl the Confpirators. 
When the Heat of the Time was over, and when the People 
of Rome begun to refle£t, that the bed Blood of Romt had been 
(lied without Law ; the Enemies ofGeero fucceeded in perfuad- 
ing t)\em, that it had been ftied againft Evidence likewife. Thus 
the Exprefiion (fe c§mpert^e omnia) became odioiis, and at kft 
operutcti to his Ruin. 

tors 
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iotSy the appointing Ambal&dors^ ot.anjr other Bit* 
jwefs, before the Bill Ihall be pafTed. 

So much for the Affairs of Rotm. But hold — ^ 
there is fomething I muft tell you which ii fallen 
Out beyond my Hopes. Me£ala is an excellent} 
brave, determined^ active Conful. He praifcs, ht 
Jovest he even imitatesj mci As for Conful Pifv^ 
be is the lefs vicious through one Vice \ X meanj 
that he is indolent^ drowfy^ unexperienced! and auk- 
ward in Bu(incfs(i), but fo Very pertferfc {2)in his 
Difpc^ition^ that he concaved a Hatred for Pem^ 
prfy after hearing the Speech he rtiade in praife of 
the Senate^ It is therefore Airpriling to what » 
D^ree be is hated by all Men of Vittue. Nor in- 
deed is this more the £ffe£t of his FriendOiip f<^ 
C/en^nttt than his naniral Propenfity towards defpe^ 
irate Men and Mcafurcs. He ha& not his FelIo# 
amongft alt the Ma^ftraces. All our Tribunes ut - 
■Aftn of Worth) excepting FuSus » as to Coniutatt 
he is a Cato in MiniaturCi 

What can I add more ? Yes^ as to my private 
Affairs^ the Trojan Lady (3) has been as good as hei^ 
Word. Do you be fo kind as to remember the . 
CommiOionS X fent you. My Brother S^niutt 
who has bought the othei- Part of the JirgiUtaH 
Buildings for aboUt 3400/ wants to fell his Eftate 
at Tii/culumi that, if pofliblej he may purchafe the 
Houfe belonging to Pacilhis. You muft be Friends 
with Lucttm. ■ I fee the poor Man is in Pain about 
it. I will do all I can to bring it about; Do youj 
my Friendj acquaint me with the firft Opportunity 
irhat you are doings where you are, and how youj' 
Bufinds goes on. Pehruary i ph. 

\t) One. m^xf"'**- Oifravittim 

t3) Orig. T««(*c ttfrii. B P 1 S Tv 
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E P I S T- XV. 

YOU have heard that my dearcft Brother ^w- 
/«r J has obtained the Government of Jfia ; for 
I make no Doubt, that this Report has reached yoa 
fooner than any of my Letters can. Now as wc 
liave ever been excefliveJy fond of Apphufe ; as we 
are reckoned to be what we realFy are. Admirers 
of the Greeks ( i ), and as on Account of our Coun- 
try, we have incurred the Hatred and Enmity of 
many Perfons ; let not our noble Courage be caft 
down (2^. Do you, my Friend, take care and la- 
bour, that we may be commended and efteemed by 
all. I will write more fully upon this Subjed to 
you in a Letter which I will give to ^uinius him* 
(elf. I beg you will let me know what you haVe 
been doing concerning my Commiffions, as well as 
concerning your own Bufinefs ; for I have had no 
Letters from you everfmce you went to Bnmdmfinm. 
I long very much to hear how it is with you. 



E P I S T. XVL 

YOU aik of me what happened in the judicial 
Proceedings, which fell out fo contrary to the 
' Opinion of the Public, and you want to know, at the 
fame Time, how it happened that I was engaged in 
fewer Skirmilhes than ordinary. Well, Uomer-Yikt^ 
I will plunge (3) into the Heat of Battle at once 

( ' ) Or/^. fOsh^nniy Gnecorum etmaiores. 

mfien. 1'his was a Greek Proverb, which anfwcrs pretty cx- 
adly in the Tranilation. 

ti) Orig. Iki^ «^i^» Oii^xu^. Or£Mi friffo/liro, Homeria. 

A3 
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As to my own Part, as long as I was defending the 
Authority of the Senate, I fought with fo much" 
ICeennefs and Courage, that the Applaufe I met with 
rofe even to Noife and Tumult. Give me Leave 
to fay, that if you ever thought me brave in the 
Caufe of my Country, yx)u muft have admired me 
upon that Occafion. For when Ciodius had Recourfe 
Co his popular Affemblies, and there, made a wicked 
Ufe of my Name, immortal Gods ! what Encoun- 
ters did I fuftain ! What a Slaughter did I make ! 
Wkh what Fury did I chaise Tifo^ Curioy and that 
whole Band! How warmly did I inveigh againft 
the Corruption of the old, and the Lulls of the 
young ? Often, fo may the Gods help me, did I 
wifh for you, not only as the Direftor of my Con-*" 
du&^ but as the Spe£bitor of my Conquefts. 
' It is true, that after Hortenjius thought upon the 
Expedient for the Tribune Fufius(\) to pafs the 
Law concerning Sacrilege, which differed in no- 
thing from the confular Bill, but in th e Nature of 
the Judges, (though that indeed was every thing) and 
eameftly contended for that Meafure ; and after he 
had perfuaded both himfelf and others, that no Set 
of Judges -could be found who would acquit C/(0- 
dins ; I then Ihortened my Sails, being thoroughly 
convinced of the Scarcity of good Judges ; nor did 
I jgive any Thing in Evidence but what was fo hotori- 

(i) Ihrtenfius and the Senatorial Party were plainly impofed^ 
upon in this Meafure. For under Colour of compromiiine Mat- 
tin between the People and the Senate, he obtained, whar we 
cfll in England, a common Jury ; whereas had the Appoint- 
nientof the Trial remained with the Senate, he muft hare been 
tijed by a fpep^l Jury, that is, by Perfons properly qualified 
tQft upon an Affair of fo great Moment, and named by the 
Pne(or« 

P 3 OUS 
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pus, and fp well knowq, (hat I could not pafs ic 
0?er(i). 

Thereforp tp come tp your firft Qpe0ion(2^, if 
you afk wh^t lyere the Grounds of the Acquittal, I 
anfwer th^ Meannefs aqd the Proftitution of the 
Judges, and this was entirely owing to the Conduft 
qfHorifMfiuf He was afraid left Fufius (hould ^ve 
^ Negative to the Law, which had been yoted by 
the Senate, without forefeeing that it was much bet- 
ter for Clodius to be left to Infaiiiy aqd PoUucioo, 
ihan to be tried at fo fcandalpus a Tribunal. But 
his Hatred harried him ofi tp bring the Thing to 
a Trial, faying at the fame Time, that it required 
no other ^^ a Sword of Lead to cut the Throat of 
Ckdius. 

But if you aik me what this Judgment was that 
|aad fo wonderful an Event ? I anfwer, that others 
blame the Condu A of Hgrienfius from the Event ^ 
but I blame it from the Beginning. For as the Bill 
was thrown out, with infinite Noife, while the Aocq- 
ler, like a worthy Cenfor, (r^allenged the worthlef^ 
Judges, the accufed, lil^e a mercifvil Keeper of Gla- 
diators (3), fet afide the moft valuable of the Co(n- 
paiy. As foon as (he Court fat down, all Men of 
Virtue became extreamly doubtful of the Event. 

■ 

(i) CUdius wzifLtcd to prove himfelf to have been slX Interattma, 
ivhich is about jfbrty Miles froxn Rome, at the Time when h^ 
was acqifed of Sacrilege. But Cicero fwore that he had fpokeii 
with him at Rome but thk-ee Hours before the Sacrifice. 

fz) Orig. %^ T* «f^f^«'. ^d ftiuf, 

(3) The Gladiators were the Property of their Matters, who 
hired them out to thofe who exhibited gladiatorial Shews, and 
as they were often cut to Pieces on thofe Occafions, the Ma- 
ilers generally hired out the moft worthlefs, and referved the 
moft ufefhl to themfelves ; and is this conftfts the Propriety of 
CUfros AUufion. 

V . Never 
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Never was there (een round a gaming Table fd 
icandalous an Affembiy of dirty Senators, and indi- 
gent Knights or Tribunes, who looked rather like 
Bankrupts than Bankers (1). Some Men of Worth, 
indeed were amongft them, whom Clodius could not 
get rid of by his Exceptions, and thofe fate with a 
melancholy dcjeftcd Air, amongft Men who were 
fo unlike themfelves \ and feemed as if they were 
violently apprehenfive of catching the Contagion 
of Corruption from the others. 

There was an incredible Stridnefs, upon their 
firft entering upon Bufinefs, as to every thing that 
came under their Deliberation, and, in this, they 
were unanimous *, no Indulgence was (hewn to the 
accufed, the Accufer obtained more than he afked 
for. You will eafily believe that Hortenjius was now 
not a little vain of his Forefight. There was not a 
Man who law Clodius ftanding at the Bar, who did 
fioc look upon him as a thoufand Times condemned 
But when I came to give my Evidence, 1 dare to 
fay, you have already heard from the Clamours 
of the Friends of Clodius^ what a Rifipg was 
there of the Judges to environ me, how chear- 
fuUy did they feem to offer to Clodius their own 
Throats, as Pledges of my Safety. I confidered 
this as a Circumilance more honourable for me 

( 1 ] Cicero here mentions the three Orders of which the Coiut 
was compofedy «v/a. the Senatoresy the Eqvifes, and the Tribuni 
4trani, which laft were a Kind of Bankers or Truftees for the 
public Money, and were no other than the richer Sort of Ci- 
tizensy who neither were Noblemen nor Knights. The com- 
inon reading of the Original in this Paflageis Tribuni non tarn strati 
piam, Mi afpellantur arrarii. But 1 think the Senfe is more 
dear, when we read with other Copies, Trihuni ncn tarn trrarii 
fuam ut afpeliantw ^trati^ and Gcero's Jingle, as I have tranllated 
i|> anfwers ^a£Uy in our Language. 

D 4 than 
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than that which happened to XenocrateSj when youf 
Athenians admitted his Evidence without fuflfering 
him to be upon Oath, or to Metellus Numidicus^ when 
Qur Judges refufed to look upon hisBooI^s of Accounts, 
after they were prefented to them in the Courfc of 
..his Trial. I fay, that the Honour done me was^ 
greater than all that. Clodius therefore was daunted 
by the ExpreflTions of the Judges when they de- 
fended me, as they woujd have done the well-being 
of their Country, and at the lame Time his Advo-r 
cates were deje£ted. Next Day, the fame Croud 
leforted to my Houfe which had attended me, when 
I returned Home, when my ConfuKhip was expired. 
Our illuftrious Areopagites called out, that they 
would not affemble unlefs a Guard was appointed 
them. This Matter was debated, and only one Mem-;. 
ber was found, who did not defire the Guard. The 
Thing was then carried before the Senate, where it 
was granted in a molt formal, honourable, JManr 
ner s the Judges were commended, the providing 
the Guard was committed to the Magiftrates, nor 
was there a Man found who imagined that Clonus 
would (land his Trial. 

Now fay my Muft bow tbisfirfi Fire began {i\ 

to fpeak in the I^anguage of Homer. You know 
my bald Panegyrift(z), whofc honourable Oration 

(i) Orig. tenrttt rt» f#oi Mcv^i^t omrw? ^i w(5rof wv^ tfMrwt * 
Pr iJ/t( nunc mihi^ rr.ufai quomi.do iguh frimum Wapfiufit, 

(2) Orig Nojii iokvufn, ex Nanejah-is illum^ ifium laudatorem 
meum, I'ne Nanneji were a Set of Men, who had been pro. 
icribed by SrlU^ and Crajfus (who is he^ fpoken of) had a^^f^ed 
▼aft Riches, by purchaung their h^ltatei» *it a low Rate. 

in 
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\fi tny Praifc, I mentioned to you in a former LeN 
tcr, I mean the Prefcription-hunting Senator. In 
two Days Time, by Means of one Slave, (and him 
coo taken out of a Fencing-School,) he finifhed the 
whole AfFair. He called the Judges to him, ho 
promiied, he perfuaded, he bribed, them. Nay 
(Good God t what an Age do we live in) fome of 
the Judges, befides their Wages of Corruption, wero 
promifed Nights of certain Ladies, and Favours 
from certain young Men of Quality. This occa*^ 
fioned a great Abfence of the worthy Judges, the 
Forum being filled with Slaves. Twenty five of the 
Judges, however, were fo determined, while they 
were threatened widi the greateft Dangers, that they 
chofe to perilh themfelves, rather than fee thdr 
Country undone. But thirty one of them obey-* 
ed the Calls of .Hunger, rather than of Honour. 
When Catulus ufed to fee any one of thefe Fel- 
lows, " to what Purpofe, faid he to them, did 
" you demand a Guard from us? Was you afraid 
•' to be robbed of the Money that bribed you ?'* You 
have now, in as few Words as I could ftate it, 
^e Nature of the Trial, and the Reafons of the 
Acquittal. 

Your next Qyeftion is concerning the State of the 
Republic in general, and my Situation in particu- 
lar. Be it then known to you, that that Govern- 
inent, which you thought to have been refettled by 
mj Condua, but I, by the Providence of the Gods; 
that <jovernment, which, by the Concurrence of 
the virtuous, and by the Authority of my Conful- 
fhip, fcemed to be fixed upon a fure Fqundaticn, 
•liBlcfi tome Gpd fhall behold us with Pity, is be- 
come 
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come like a Tale that ia told ( i ), by this fingle Trialp 
j£ it can be called a Trial, which was the Verdi£t of 
thirty profligate, proftitute, and corrupted Rmnans^ 
whp abolifhed all Law and Right \ for TWm, Plan- 
Iwf, and Spongia^ and their confederate Scoundrels, 
?o(^ that not to be a Faft, which was known tQ 
be a Faft to all Mankind % nay, I may lay, to the 
Brutes themfelves. 

. But after all, (to give you fome Confolation con- 
cerning our Country) the Triumphs of the wicked 
in their Vi&ory are not fo unclouded as their Friends 
lioped. For, after giving fuch a Stab to the Com«-. 
mionwcalth, no doubt, they thought, upon (he 
Downfall of Religion, of Modefty, of public Ju- 
flke and fenatorial Authority, that Prc^itution and 
licentioufnefs, being thus vidorious, would demand 
&vere Vengeance from every Man of Virtue, for the 
Pains and Penalties which the Severity of my Con- 
£ilihip inflided upon every profligate Roman. I am 
ftill the Man (iox I do not think that I am infolently 
boaftfyl when 1 fpeak to you concerning myfelf, 
cfpecially in a Letter which I read to no other Per- 
ion alive) I, let me fay it, am the very Man who 
have recompofcd the Dejedtion of my worthy 
Countrymen \ I have encouraged^ I have roufed 
them Man by Man, from their Defpondency ; nay, 
I have gone fo far, that by following at the Heels, 
and harrafling, thofe venal Judges, 1 have left thei^ 

(i) Eiapfum/cito tjft de mofdhus. The Commentators have 
iiere let a moft beaudAil AUofioii pafs unobferved. The great 
Diverfion in the Rotnau Farces, which were in dumb Shew, 
coniifled in the Fellow who adted Harlequin^ flipping out of the 
Hands of his Keepers or Porfuers. It is to this Cictro alludes > 
and I have tranflated it accordingly. 

Friends 
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friends and Followers no caufe to boaft(i)of the^ 
infamous Viftory. Never have I fuffcrcd the Coii^ 
ivX Pifi to fucceed in any one Thing. After being 
in a manner contraifted to the Governpfient of Syria^ 
I have ftripped him of it, J have recalled the Sc* 
nate to its former Vijgour ^ I have raifed it from its 
Peje&ion ; \ have ruined CMius when he appeared 
in the Houfe, not only with fet Speeches, which were 
full of Authority, byt with a kind of Inve£tive^ 
of which I will &¥t you fome Taftc; for the 
whole of it has neither Force nor Beauty when the 
Fire of Action is gone, which you Greeks call the 

4fSvct (2). 

For when we met 11^ the Senate-houle, upon the 
15/ir of itf^t vhen I came to give my Opinion^ 
I enlarged, upon the f\)preme Authority of Go*^ 
vemmentf and I was led» as it were, by the 
Hand of Qeaven, to this Topic, ^^ That the coa^ 
^^ foript Fathers fhould neither die away, nor 
<< droop upon the Commonwealth's receiving cme 
** Blow ; that her Wound was of fuch a Nature^ 
<< as that I thought it ought to be neither ' dif- 
^ guifed nor dreaded, for fear of our incurring the 
*' Cenfure of Indolence from our Cowardice, or of 
** Folly from our Ignorance. That Lentulus was 
twice, that C2///r;!r^ was twice, acquitted; that this 
was the third Plague that had been let loofe by 
♦* the Courts of Jiiftice upon the Commonwealth, 
*' Clodius^ continued I, you are miftaken, you are 
♦^ rderved by your Judges, not for this City, but 
•* for its Prifon, Their Intention was not to conr 
^' tinue you in the Sute, but to bar you from Ba^ 

(1) Orig, nmifnaitu. Lofuen£ Biirtiaim. 

(2) Orig, ayiha. Certamen. 

^^ nifhment, 



cc 
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•* niihmcnt. Th^efore Fathers Confcript, aroufc 
«* youc Courage, rcfume your Dignity. The fame 
f * Unanimity of the worthy, as heretofore, remains 
^* to our Country, Sorrow has indeed happened to 
•* the virtuous, but their Virtue is ftill the fame \ 
** no new Mifchief has been committed, that which 
" cxifted before is difcovercd. In the Trial of one 
^^ profligate Perfon, many others have been found 
^ to be as criminal as himfelf.'^ 

But where have I got ? I have inclofed almoft an 
Oration in a Letter ; I return to our Difpute. Up 
rifes my delicate Boy f i ), and tells me, forfooth, 
that I had been at Baja. That is a Lie, but. 
what if I was ? Is that like going in Di%uife to 
fortndden Myfteries. What, cried he, has a plain 
Squire of Arpinum to do with warm Baths ? That^ 
anfwered I, I refer to the Perfon who keeps you (2), 
and who longed for the Water of Arpinum. As 
for you, you can take up with Salt Provifions. 
Shall we always fuffer, faid he, this King to 

. (i) Meaning CIoMus^ who was very handfome, and his Sur- 
jiame happenea to |be Pulcher. I own myfelf not to be exce£> 
lively fona of the Wit that follows here : But it is proper the 
Reader fliould know that Arfimmj the native Conntrv of Cicero^ 
was rough, mopntainousy and remarkable for its robuil Inha- 
bitants; that the Bajte was the fined Place in Italy ^ and confer 
quently the Refort of all the gay and the wanton of both Sexes. 
That Cicero imagined that CloMay the Sifter of C/oJiur, upon 
whofe Intereft C/odius chiefly depepded, wanted, upon a Time, 
to have married him, and that Clodfus himfelf^ having been for- 
merly taken by the Pyrates was thought to have puirchafed hit 
Rieleafe at an infamous Rate. There is befides^ in this FaiFage, 
an AUufion, which is not quite decent to explain. We can* 
however, coUedl from it the great Regard which was ftill paid, 
even in that degenerated State of the Ron.an Republic, to the Se- 
verity of Manners. 

(2) Meaning his Sifter CMa. The Original is Narra fa- 
irtmotno. 

have 
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have hfs Will ? Why do you mention the King's 
Will ( i) I rejoined? I aflurcf you he has not put yoa 
into it as yet \ alluding to his expe£ting the Eftate of 
his Brother-in-Law ^intus Martins Rex. You have 
bought aHoufe(2)9 have not you, continues he? 
Aye, but you have bought Judges, anfwered I. They 
would not trufl: you upon your Oath, faid he. 
Twenty five out of twenty fix, replied I, trufted 
me, but the other thirty one, becaufe they would 
not truft you, took their Money before-hand. Upon 
this the Laugh was fo loud, and went fo much a- 
gainft him, that he fate down ftupid and filent« 

As to my Situation, ic is as follows. I ftand the 
fame as you left me, with all Men of Virtue, but 
much better with the Scum and Dregs of the City. 
For it has done me no Hurt, that they faw my £vi« 
dence was not regarded. This was a little Prick 
of Envy which put me to no Pain, and the le&y 
becaufe the Abettors of that wicked Afifair confeis - 
the plain Truth, that the Acquittal was obtained 
by the Force of Money. Add to this, that this 
fame wretched, hungry. Mob, that Speech-loving 
Leech of the public Treafure, thinks that I am the 
fole Favourite with our great Man (3), and the 
Truth is, we are intimate together by a general and 
a joyous Familiarity, infomuch that your Smock- 

(1) I think I have not been unhappy in tranflatine; thii 
Paflagc, though the Wic of it is founded upon a milerable 
Pun, the Name of one Ri^t^ from whom CloMus expected a Le- 
gacy. 

(2) Cscgro had boueht a maenificent Palace at fo extravagant 
« Rate, and attended with fuch Circumftances, as raifed many 
difadvantageous Sufpicions of his Integrity. 

(S) O^^- -^^ ^ magna. Meaning Fomfey^ who by this Time 
be^ to be called Pompeius Maffius, Fomfey the Great. 

faced 
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faced young Gentlcoyui, our Complotters in tb6 
Confpiracy, call him> in their Speeches Cneius (i) 
Cicero^ To that I carry away, at the public Diver- 
fions and Shows of GUdtatorsi wonderful Clappings 
without one Hifs mingling in the Applaufe (2). 

We now expedt the Meeting for the £le£lion of 
the ConfuISy into which^ to the Difguft of erery 
body, out great Man thrufts the Son fA Auhu (3) ; 
but he fights for him, armed, neither with Authori- 
ty nor Intereft, but^ with thofe Weapons with which 
Pbilif faid he could ftorm all the Forts of the 
World, which had Doors wide enough to admit 
into them an Afs loaded with Gold. But our Gon- 
dii (4)^ who refembles a wretched Mimic^ is 
iaid to haTc undertaken the Aff^r^ and to have 
the Money Agents at hif Houfe ; but this I do not 
believe. 1 wo Decrees of the Senate however^ that 
ve now made, give great Difguft^ becaufe they 
are thought to be levelled againft the Conful^ and 
the Motion came from Cat^ and Domhius. The 
one is5 that even the Families of Mag^ftrates may 
be looked into ; the other il declaring them Ene- 
mies to their Country^ who entertain Moxj^A^ 
gents in their Hoults. 

(0 Cneius was one o( Pomptf^^ Names. 

(2) Orig, iTttffitiMUrieti (plaufus) fine ulh fafitrtncta fifinlm 
muferehemus. The i^aftoriciH Fijiula ieem to have anfwered to 
0«r Cat Call in the Playhoufes. 

(5) This was jtframus whom Gcer9^ by way of Cofttemp^ 
AefigtM ifrom his Father's Name, who was a very obfcure Per- 
fon. Pompey however, (whofc Creattire Jfranius was) wanted 
tm BMke Afraniut Confol, that he might procure a Confirmn- 
SioB of ^he had done during his Commands in the Eafteint 
Countries, which he had not been yet able to obtain. 

(4) Meanii^ Fifo, who had a very latt|^ter4ftifmg Afpe£t^ 

A9 
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As to ijirco^ the Tribune of the People^ who 
iindertook his Magiitracy in Conformity with the 
:£lian Law, he is difpenfed with both from the^Zt«i^ 
and the Fufian Laws ( i ), that he may carry througb 
(he Law concerning Candidates for public Offices i 
which Law that cripple (a) (in Heaven's Name^ 
promulgated. Thus the Ele&ion, for Confuls^ is 
put off uU the 27th of Juiy. There is fomewhat 
peculiar in this Law^ in its not rendering it penal 
for a Candidate to promife Money to a Tribe^ pro* 
vided he does not dually give it v but it is penal 
if, during his Life^ he fhall pay every Tribe an 
Annuity of about fourteen Founds. I have db^ 
ferved, that P. Clodius has, before nowy kept this 
Law, by promifing Money which he never paid. . 
But harkee^ my Friend^ don't you perceive^ 
that the Confulate (3), which Curio ufed to call a 
mounting to Divinity (4), will become no better 

( 1 ) The two Laws, mentioned here, had been in force for 
dmoft a hnndred Years. The JSlian Law prefcribed fach a 
Number of Formalities to be obferved, when any Thing came 
before the People, as made it next to impoffible to obferve thepi^ 
and the fmalleft Omiiiion was fufHcient to defeat any Propofi- 
tion. The Fufim Law enadled, that no Bufmefs (hould come 
before the People on certain Days. As the Senate therefore 
was very earned for this Law, propofed by Lttrce, and as it 
^oold not pafs in Time, if every Thing prefcribed by the 
JEium and Fufiati Law was ftri^y obferyed, both thofe Laws 
were, in this Cafe, difpenfed with by a Decree of the Senate^ 
chough that Decree, ftridUy^ ought to have been confirmed by 
the ^ple. Cicero^ very wifely, forefaw the bad Confeqnences 
of this Difpenfation. 

(2) There is an AUoiion here that cannot be well exprefled 
in EngUJb^ bnt it may be explained by obferving, that Liaxi 
was lame, and the Rommu thought it a very bad Omen for 
any public Affidr to be managed by a lame Perfoa 

, (3) Meaning his own. 
(4) Orig, mw^Umfn, CenfecraSicmm. 

than 
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' than a Farce (i) if fuch a Fellow (hall be madci 
Conful ? One therefore had better play (2) the Phi* 
lofbpher like you, ahd not care (3) a Rufti for pub- 
lic Offices. 

As to what you wrote me, that you are refolved 
not to go to Jfia^ for my Part, I rather wifti that 
' you ihould go, but I am afraid that you cannot 
conveniently with my Affairs. Yet I cannot blame 
your Refolution, efpecially as I hatre dot, myfelf, 
gone to my Province. I (hall content myfeJf with 
the Infcriptions which you have placed, in Com- 
pliment to me, upon your Amaltbeumi efpecially 
as Cbilius (4) has left us (5), and Arcbias has wrote 
nothing concerning me, and I am afraid, that as he 
hascompofcd a Gre^k Poem for the Luculliy he 
has fet about a Cacilian Compo(ition (6). I made 
your Compliments of thanks to Antomu;^^ and I 
gave that Letter to ManUus. I have hitherto wrote to 
you the more feldom,. becaufe I was both at a Lofs 
for a proper Conveyance, and for Matter to write. 
Farewell, I have done you Juftice. 

, I undertake for whatever Cincius (hall commu- 
nicate to me concerning your Affair ; but he is at 
prefcnt more employed in his own Bufinefs, in 
which I am not wanting to ferve him. If you con- 
tinue fixt to any one Refidence, you may expeft to 
hear from me frequently, but let me hear lik^wifc 

(1) Orig, Faham mlmu7h futwum, 

(2) Orig, ^»X90>o^t}rf&i'. Fbihfc'phfliidum* 

(3) Orig. iuriop. Rtlhtquere oporUt. 

(4 and 5) Thefc were two Poets, Friends of our Authors. 

'6) Orig. AdCredlianamfahulamJfeSlat, There is here a Plajr 
of Words which cannot be exprefl in Englijb, ariiine from Ca- 
cilius being the Name of the Family of MiteUi^ ana that of a 
■/ainous comic Poet. 

ofi^n 
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feftch from you. I beg you will inform me con* 
ccrning your Amaltheum ( i ), as to its Ornamoits, 
its Form (2), what Poems, and what Anecdotes 
you have concerning Amaltheum (3). I am plcafcd 
with the Thoughts of crcfting one upon Arpinum^ 
. I will fend you fome of my Compofitions in return \ 
but i hare at prefent nothing that is finifhed. 



E P I S T. XVII. 

THE great Fluctuation of the SentimentSt 
with Unfteadiaefs of Opinion and.Judg-> 
itienty of my Brother ^uinluSy is made quite plain 
to me by your Letters, in which you fend me Co- 
pies of bis. This gives me Trouble and Concern 
proportioned to the great Afieftion which I retain 
for you both *, nor do I lefs wonder, what Incident 
has given my Brother ^intus fuch Difguft and 
fuch a Change of Sentiments. But, indeed, I have 
perceived, for fome Time, the fame Thing that I 
faw you fufpedted before his Departure, that fome^^ 
what lay uneafy upon his Spirits, that fome what 
hurt his Mind, and that fome ugly Sufpicions were 
taking Root within him. 1 had, for a great while 
before, ofcen endeavoured to cure him of this, and 
I redoubled my Endeavours after the Provinces 
were alotted, but I neither underftood his Difguft 
to be fo great as your Letters exprefs, nor did I 
make the Progrefs I could have wifhcd for. I com- 
forted myfelf however with the Thoughts that he 

(1) Orig. AfMiAdiio». Amalthtum. 

(2) Orig. TovodiflriA. Lociforf/m* 

(3) Orig, AfMiPg^U. Amakbtm, 

E would 
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would certainly fee ycu at Dyrraehium^ or fome- 
where thereabouts ; when that happened, I trufted 
and perfuaded myfelf, that every Thing would be 
fettled between you^ not only after you had talked 
and difputed with one another^ but even &t your 
firft Sight and Meeting. It does not fignify for 
me, to fet forth to you, who know thofc Things 
fo well^ how gentle, how joyous, my Brother ^in- 
tus is, how fufceptible of Difguft, and how flexi- 
ble in Ihaking it off. But it has unfortunately hap- 
pened, that I have no where feen him. Thus, the 
artful Infinuations, of fome People, have proved 
too ftrong for the Ties, the Friendfhip, and the 
former AfFeAicm i, which ought to be very power- 
ful) that fubfifted between you. But indeed I can 
more eafily conje6hjre, then defcribe the Root of 
this Uneafinefs, feccaufc I am afrsrid, that, while I 
defend my own Relations (i), I may bear hard up- 
on yours. For my Opinion is, that,< if any difad- 
Vantageous Impreffion has been made upon him at 
^Home, whatever it is, it may betemoved at Home ^ 
'but when I fee you» I (hall be more at Liberty in 
•laying before you the Rottennefs of this whole Af- 
ftiir, which extends farther than it appears. I am 
quite ignorant what grounds my Brother had,.flrong 
enough to induce him to write thofc Letters to you 
from TbeJJalonica^ or to exprefs himfelf as you think 
he did, both at Rome^ and upon his Journey with 
your Friends ; but all my Hopes, of compofing this 
Uneafinefs, reft upon your good Nature. For if 
you lay it down as a Rule, that the Minds of the 

(i) Allading; Fiwtponia, Sifter to Jnicus, and Wife to C/» 
€tf\ firothei. 

bcft 
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.bcft ;0f Men- arq oftentimes eafily irritated, and ea- 
fily pleafed, and that, this PJi^ocy, as J may c^l 
^it, or Softnefs of Nature, is, for the moft Part, at- 
tached to the moft exeelleot I>ifpofitions, and, above 
all Things that we ought to bear with oiie another's 
Uneafinefs, Failings, a^d Humours, even though 
hurtful, I am in hopes than all thefe Matters wili 
be made eafy. I beg that you would contribute all 
that lies in you towards this, for it is with mc^ 
rwho lovd you abave all Things, a Point of the ut- 
moft Coniequence, that all my Friends (hould love 
i^ou, and that yoii fhould love them. 

That Pant ^t yqur Letter to me, was, by no 
Mcaas, neceflkry, m which you^xplain vyh^t Poft^ 
iboth in the City ^and the Prov^)ces, you have at 
certain Times,' and even under my Confulfhip, de- 
clined. I am no Stranger to the candid, noble, Dif* 
poficion of your Mind, nor did I think that there 
ever was any Thing not in common between us^ 
excepting the different Purpofes of the Life we 
chofe. I was prompted,, by a certain Ambition, to 
the Pucfuit of public Offices •, your View, and an 
irreprehenfible View it was, led you to Retirement 
with Dignity. As to that folid Glory that has its 
Root in Probity, in Application,, and in the Obr 
fervance of Duties, I neither give myfelf, nor any 
Man in the World, the Preference to you. With 
Regard to Affection towards me, after that of my 
Brother and my Family, I believe yours to be the 
greateft. I have feen, believe me, J have tho- 
roughly feen, amidft my various Situations of Life, 
both your Joys and your PerplexiUes. Often .did 
your kind Compliments, upon jmy SiJi^cqfs, acjd to 

• E 2 my 
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my Plcafurc ; often did your Confolatioh, in my 
Trouble, take from my Pain. 

But now^ while you are abfent, irreparable is 
my Lofs, not only for your excellent Adrice, but 
for thofe Entertainments of your Difcourfe which 
were, to me, fo agreeable. Need I mention the Af- 
fairs of the PirfjliCj a Province, in which I never 
can permit myfelf to be remifs ? Need I mention 
my Employments in the Forum^ to which I have 
b^n hitherto led in my Purfuie of public Honours^ 
and which I now purfue that I may maintain the 
Dignity to which they have raifed me ? Need I 
mention my domeftic Concerns^ in which I was fo 
much at a Lofs, both before, and fince, the Depar- 
ture of my Brother, for you, and your Advice. In 
ihort, it is incompatible with my Toil, with my 
Reft, with my Bufinefs, with my Pleafure, with 
my Affairs in the Forum^ with my Affiurs in my 
Family, with my Public, with my private. Con- 
cerns, that I fhould be longer without your endear* 
ing Counfels, your beft beloved Converfation. 

Often did Bafhfulnefs check both of us from 
mentioning thofe Matters, bur now fuch mention is 
abfolutely neceflary, on Account of that Pailage, 
in your Letter, in which you vindicate and eftablifli 
with me, the Purity of your Charader and Perfon* 
But now it comes into my Mind^ that, under the 
untowardly Situation of my Brothers eftranged and 
rankled Temper, there is this happy Circumftance, 
that you have formerly, at Times, declared your 
Refolution of declining the Province to me and your 
Friends, and we were fully fatisfied of your Inten- 
tion. Therefore, as you have not been in Compa- 
ny 
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ny together, this Meafgre will appear the Refult of 
your Inclination and Judgment, and not pf any 
P.ifFerence and Diflention between you. Thus the 
Violation, that has happened to the Friendlhip be- 
twixt you and him, Ihall be removed, and that 
which is now fo religiouQy prefervcd between you 
and me, (hall become inviolable. 

The Sute of public Affairs, in which we now 
live, is weak, wretched, and variable. I fuppofe 
you hav^ heard that our Knights are almoft at open 
Variance with the Senate. The firft Thing they 
took very much amifs, was a Decree which paffe4 
the Senate, for enquiring into their corrupt Prac* 
tices as Judges. I happened not to be prefent when 
this Decree pafled, and perceived that, without their 
fpeakingany Thing above board, the Equeftrian 
Order were highly difgufted with this Decree, I 
reproached the Senate concernuig it, as I thought 
became me, in the moft peremptory Manner, and 
conlidering the Dirtincfs pf ?he Caufe, J enlarged 
with great Weight and Authority. 

There is another favourite Point with the Knights, 
that is almojlt infupportable, but which I not only 
backed but enforced. Thofe pf jifia^ who have 
farmed the public Revenue of the Cenfors, com* 
plained in the Senate-hpufe, that they are in Danger 
of breaking, through the Avarice of the C^fors ; 
that the R^venue;5 are rated too high, and they de- 
manded 4 Heduftion of the Bargain. I was the 
firft who fpokc for this Petition (i), and I only 
ufas its fccpnd Si^ppprt. Fpr Crajfus pulhed them 

(l) £go frincips in a^Htoribus^ aJttptt ade% ftcundui. All t)u» 
^tffipaijjCBifqt Aio^)i9W pliable a PoUtician Cictr% wj^. 

E J Oft 
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on to this prefumpfuous Demand. The whole Af- 
fair is odious •, their Demand is (hameful, arid im- 
plies an Acknowledgement of their Raflinefs. There 
was the greateft Danger that they would come to 
an open Breach with the Senate, if they did not ob- 
tain fomewhat. The Weight of this whole Affair 
fell upon me, and I fucceded fo far, that the Se- 
nate met in great Numbers, and with great Frank- 
nefsj and on the ifi and 2d of December, I en- 
largcd much upon the Dignity of the two Orders, 
and the Union, that ought to fubfift between therti. 
The Affair however was not finiflied -, but the Dif- 
pofitions of the Senators are manifeft. For Metel- 
lus^ the Conful, was the only Member who oppofed 
me. Cato however, our Patriot Hero, was about 
to have fpoke, but the Queftiort did not come to 
him till it was dark (i), and the Houfe rofe. 

Therefore, agreeable to my Plan and Difpofition, 
I am at all the Paini in the World to cement this 
Coalition. But, becaufe thofe Matters are very de- 
licate, I am paving a certain, and a fafe Way, as 
I hope, for preserving my Intereft; of which, 
though I cannot fufficiently explain it in Writing, 
yet I will give you fome little Hint of my Man-" 
ner. 1 am extreamly intimate with Pompey, — I 
know what you are about to fay, but I will ufc 
Caution where Caution ought to be ufed ; I will, 
liowever, take another Opportuility of writing' 
you more fully concerning my Schemes in pubHc 
Affairs. 

Tou muft know that Lucceius has it in his Head 

(i) Tt appears from this, and many other PafTages, that the 
Senators ipoke and voted, atcording to th^ir Scnkmtjr tod 
Rank. 

to 
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10 ftartd forthwith for the Conliilfhip, for no more 
than two Candidates are talked of. Cajar thinks 
of uniting with L«ff«tf ^5 by the Means oi Arrius^ 
and Bibulus imagines that he can unite with C^far^ 
through Caius Pifo. This, you lay, is ridiculous 
enough, but not fo ridiculous as you imagine. 
What can I write you farther ? What iiKieed I 
where there is fuch a Plenty of Matter. But fo 
much for this Time. Let me know, if I am to 
exped you. You fee how modeft I am in afking 
what I fo carneftly defire ; I mean your fpeedy 
Return to this Place. December gib. 

E P I S T. xviir. 

YO U muft know that at prefent I want nothing 
fo much as a certain Perfon, to whom I can 
impart whatever gives me Concern ; the Man who 
loves me, who is wife in himfelf, the Man with 
whom I converfe without Guile, without Diflimu- 
iation, without Referve. I am now without my 
brother ( i ) •, who is the very Soul of Sincerity and 
AflFeftion for me. As to Metellusy he is unfocial 
as the Beach, the Winds, and the Wildernefs itfelf. 

But 

( t ) It is fiirprizing that Monfieur Mongault ind Monfleur St. 
^eaU who likewife, has tranflated this Epiftle, fhould fo egregi- 
* X>Qily mifiake^he leaning of this PafTage as they have aone. 
Thoagh the Word MtuUus ilands in all Copies, both printed 
and Manufcript ; yet they have fancifully changed it into 
Mei^ and connect it with Amantiffmus, and both of ihem ngree 
in tranilating the whole PaiTage, ** Car je nai plus mon frere^ 
** qui efi du meilleur caraSiere du mondty qui mat me Ji ten- 
** drement, {^ a qui ji pou*vois mowirir de mes plus fecretts 
** fenjees a*vec autant dt funic quaux rochers fef aux cafifagnfs 
*' Its plus defcrtes,^'' Thus they are fo fenfible of the Impro- 
priety of their Tranflation, that they have entirely omitted 
the Word Aer^ for the Original ought to run as follows, 
V Abeft enim f rater af iXir«To$, £5* amantijfimus^ MetclluSf no ft 
** hmmf fed iittus atque atr^ (^ folitudo mero*^ 

I thiiuc, the repeating here the Original, mud be a fltik- 
ipg -Apology to the Reader for my Tranflation of this PafTage. 

Vol I. 



S6 CICERO'j EPISTLES 

But thou, my Friend, where art thou, who haft 
fo often reafoned and talked away my Cares, and 
the Anguifli of my Spirit ; thou Partner of my 
public, thou Witnefs of my private. Concerns 5 
thou Partaker of all my Converfation, thou 
Affociate in all my Counfels, where, I fay, art 
thou ? So forfaken, fo forlorn am I, that my 
Life knows no Comfort, but what it has in the 
Company of my Wife, my charming Daughter, 
and my dear little Cicero ; for our interefted, var- 
ni(hed, Friendfliips, ferve indeed to make a Kind 
of Figure in the Forum, but they are without do- 
meftic Endearment. Thus, in the Morning, when 
my Houfc is filled, when I proceed to the Forum, 
furrounded with Flocks of Friends, I cannot, in all 
that mighty Confluence, find a Perfon to whom I 
can vent my Humour with Freedom, or whifpcr 
my Complaints in Friend fhip. 

I therefore expeft you, I want you, nay I fum- 
mon you to my Relief j for many are my Per- 
plexities, many are my Troubles, which, did I 
once enjoy your Attention, I think I could difli- 
patc in the Converfation of one familiar Walk. 
But I (hall here conceal from you all the Perplexi- 
ties and Stings I fufFer from my private Affairs ; 
nor will I truft them to this Letter and unknown 
Meffenger. Yet (for I would not have you too 
much concerned) thefe are not fo intolerable, as they 
arc fettled and teazing, and can be calmed only by 
the Counfels and Converfation of the Friend I love. 

Ai to public Alfairs, though they lie at my 
Heart, yet my Inclination, to offer them any Re- 
medy, daily diminifhes. For if I were to give you 
a brief State of what happened after your Departure, 
I think I (hould hear you cry out that the Reman 

Government 
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iSovcrnmf nt could be of no long Continuance. For 
when you was gone, if I miftake not, our firft En- 
tertainment was a Scene in the Farce of Clodius. 
Here I imagined that I had a fair Field for check- 
ing Impudence, and for bridling our young Men ; 
and indeed I was warm, and poured forth all my 
Strength and Fire of Genius, not from any parti« 
cular Spite, but from a fincere Defire to ferve my 
Country, and to heal her Conftitution, which had 
been wounded by a mercenary, proftituted Judg- 
ment. Now you fhall hear what followed upon 
this. 

We had a Coniul forced upon us, and fuch a 
Conful, as none but Philofophers, like usj can be« 
hold without a Sigh. What a Calamity was this ? 
The Senate had pafled a Decree concerning Corrup- 
tion in Ele6lions and Trials. This Decree never 
palTed into a Law ; the Senate was confounded, the 
Raman Knights were difbbliged. Thus did one Year 
overthrow the two Barriers of the Government, 
which I had erefted, by taking Authority from the 
Sei^ate, and breaking the Union of pur Orders. 

We now have another precious Year upon oujr 
Hands, and it begins with this notable Circum- 
i^ce, that the anniverfary Sacrifices of Juventas 
are not performed, becaufe Memmius has initiated, 
into hi$ hply Myfteries the Wife of LentuluSy who, 
like 2Xiot!titx Menelausy took it fo ill, that he has di- 
vorced her. It is true, the antient Shepherd of Ida 
injured Menehaus alone ; bqt this Paris of ours has 
injured Agqinemnon^ as well as Menelaus. One He- 
remtius, whom yop, perhaps, know nothing of, is 
a Tribune of the Pjsople ; but you may know him, 
for he is of your Tribe, and his Father Sex t us ufed 

to 
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to be the Pay-mafter of your ElcAion Money. This . 
fellow has cranfported CUdius into the Commons ; 
and- he has prevailed with all the Tribes of the Peo- 
ple (i) to pafs a Vote in the Catppus Martius con- 
cerning his adopted Son. I gave him a proper Re- 
ception, as ufual, but the Fellow is incorrigibly flu- 
pid. Metellus proves an excellent Conful, and my 
very good Friend \ but he hurts his Authority, be- 
caufe he has fuffiired the Formality (2) of the Peo- 
ple's afTembling in Tribes to pafs. As to the Son 
of Julus^ immortal Gods ! what a Dunce» what a 
fpiritlefs Creature it is, and how worthy is Jie of the 
Abufe which Palicanus every Day pours out agaihft 
him to his Face. Plavius has promoted an Agra- 
rian Law, in which there is, indeed, no great Matter, 
and is much the fame with that of Plotius. But in the 
mean Time no Perfon. is found, who fo much as 
dreams (3) of the Gpod of the Public. Our Friend 
Pompey (tor I would have you to know that he is my 
Friend) prefcrves, by his Silence, the Honours of 



(0 Clo£us^ in piofecating his Spite againfl Cicero^ procured 
Jiimfdf to be adopted in the Manner here related amongH the 
Commoners of Rome, to qualify him to be chofen a Tribune 
of the People. The regular Way of confirming this Adop- 
tion, was by the People afiembling according to their Curiae, 
or fevcral Wards j bat the Tribun<;s had no Power of fummon- 
iiig thofe Curiae, which were compofcd of Houfe- keepers; He- 
rmnius therefore aifembled the People by their Tribes, at which 
:m the Inhabitant^ of Ronuy of a certain Age, afliiled and voted, 
and where c/9/trir/ thought himfelf fure of carrying his Point, 
by his Intereft amongit the lower People. It appears, howe- 
ver, that the Confuls had a Negative upon the Tribunes, in con- 
voking this Affemblyof the Tribes. 

(2) Orig, Habet diets caujfa. This appears to have been a 
cant Expreflion amongft the Romans in the^r Courts of Law. 

(3) ^f^g' iro^iTUtii dii^ lif etx^, Riifuhlica i/ir deditus, ne 
qiadem per fiinnittm* 
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the triiirtiphal Robe(i), which he is permitted to 
.wear at the*" public Shcw5. Craffus would not^ ios 
the World, (peak any Thing to difoblige. I need 
to fay no more of all the others, who could fee their 
Country funk, if their Filh-ponds are fafe. One 
Patriot, indeed, we have, but in my Opinion he 
is more fo, through Courage and Integrity, tlian 
jfhro* Judgment or Genius, I mean Cato. He has for 
thefe three Months plagued the poor Farmers of the 
Revenue^ tho' they have been his very good Friends | 
nor will he fuflfer the Senate to return any Anfwer 
to their Petition. Thus, we are forced to do no 
kind, of BuRnefs, before that of the Revenue is dif- 
patched, and I believe even the Deputations will be 
iet afide (2 j. 

You now fee what Storms we encounter, and 
from what I have written, you may form a clear 
Judgment of what I have omitted. Pray think 
upon returning hither, and though it is, indeed, a 
dilagreeable Place, ^let your AfFeftion for me pre- 
vail fo far upon you, as to bear with it, with all 
its Inconveniencies. I will rake Care that you fhaJl 
not be fined for Abfence(3), ^J publifliing and pro- 
paling your Return every where. But if you dc* ' 



(1) Orig. Togulam illam piSiamJthntio tueturjuflm. This PrU 
vilege is mentioned by feveral other Authors, and wai coa* 
ferred upon Pompey upon his Return from Ma* 

(2) Moniieur St. Real tranflates this railage, JT/ je crid 
meme quon renfvoira a un autre femes les audiences des ambaffa^ 
deurst and he is followed by Monflcur Mongau/f, but they fecm 
bodi to be midaken. For the Legationes here fpoken of feem to 
have been the Deputations mentioned to have been poftponofl 
in the fourteenth Letter, and regarded tlie Deputations lent iroia 
J^cme, 

(3) Tt appears as if fome Fine attended an Abfenco from th«. 
public Emoluments by the Cenfor«. 

lay 
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Jay your Return to the very laft Moment fi% that 
will be like a Trader indeed ; therefore I beg tha( 
you will let mc fee you as foon as poITible. Date^l 
February ift^ under the ConfuUhip of ^intus Me^ 
iiUus and Lucius Afrmiiu^^ 
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1 Won't fay^ that if I had as much Leifure as you^ 
but that if I had a-mind to make my Difpatches 
as ihort as yours are» I would outwrite you, and out* 
do you in the Frequency of my Correfpondence* 
Ithappens, that in the prodigious and incredible 
Variety of my Bufinefs, that I never fufFer 9 J^ttep 
<^ mine to come to your Hands, without fome In- 
telligence or other, and without my Opinion upoi) 
it. In the firft Place I will lay before you, as you 
are a good Patriot, the State of (he Republic. In 
the next Place, as you are ipy deareft Frieiid, I 
will write you fomething, which I iipagipe you will 
not be difpleafed to know. 

As to the Republic, we are chiefly taken up with 
the Fears of a Gallic War. For our Allies, the 
EJui {2) are in Arms; the Sequani have been 
beaten ; the Helvetians without all Dgubt have 
taken the Field, and made Incurftons upon the pro- 
vinciated Country (3). The Senate had decreed, 
that the Confuls ihould draw Lots for the Gaulst 

(0 O^fg- Siti tujirum, Thcfc Luiba, every five Years in thcin 
tbe whole People were numbered, and were difFerpnt from the 
Enrollments mentioned immediately before. 

(2) The Edm were the Inhabitants of what is now the Duchy. 
of Bargkudf, The Sifuam inhabit^ the jFrsntdfi-comu, and th^ 
Hihtiimu werei the Snmft, 

(S) l^s Country it ftUl called fiwiM in Fnmc^, 
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ifm new Levies fhould be made^ that all Difpen* 
iations fhouid be void, and that Plenipotentiaries 
fhould be fent to the States of Gaul^ to endeavour 
to prevent them from joining the Helvetians. The 
Plenipotentiaries named were ^uintus MeuUus Cre* 
ticus ( I ) and Lucius Flaccus (2)> and, as a Grace (3) 
to' the whole, Lentulus{^)i the Son of Clodianus. 
And here I cannot omit taking Notice, that, when 
of all the Confulars my Lot came out firil, the Se- 
nate, in a full Houfe, unanimoufly decreed, that I 
fhould remain in Rome. After me, the fame Com- 
pliment was paid to Pompey^ thereby intimating 
that we two were retained as Pledges of public 
Safety. I think I hear you now fay what Occalion 
have you for a Herald (5), when you can fo finely 
blazon out your own Praifes. 

Now as to City Affairs, they are as follows. A41 
Jgrarian Law has been moft furioufly carried on 
by the Tribune Flavius^ at Pompey^s Motion (6), 
which is indeed the only popular 1 hing it has about 
it. I was extremely well heard by all the AiTem- 
biy, when I took from that Law every Thing that 
could be prejudicial to private Perfons j when I ex- 
cepted out of it that Eflate which had been fold 
under the Confulate of Publius Mucius and Lucius 

(ij He was Conful with Hortenfius in the Year of Rrnne 694. 
(z) He was Prxtor during the Confulfhip of Gcero, who af- 
r 'ferwards fpoke for him in an Oration, which is fUll extant. 
(3) Orig, ",0 M TV ^A«» /xv^H- In lente unguentum 
. (4) He had been Queflor. Thus thole Plenipotentiaries were 
dioien trom the Confular, the Praetorian, and the Queilorial 
Ranks. 

(5) Orig. Ivii^vfifiMTa, Acdamatione$ , 

(6) There was a great Difference between the Latur^ or the 
Carrier through of a Law, and the AuQor^ ox its Mover for to 

the People. 

Calfburnius 
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Cdlplmmms{ t }, when I <:onfinnicd Sylla^s Planteis* 
in their Poffcflions ; when I fccurcd to thofe of Fd- 
laterra and Amtinum^ the Eftates which Sylla had 
confifcated (2), but had not divided out ; and tiieiie 
'Was one Meafure to which I hid no Exception, that 
the Money ariCh^ for fiv« Years. from our new 
Subfidies, fliould be convetced^into an Augmentation* 
Fond, for makifig faxther AcquifitionsofiLand. The 
Senate oppofed this whole Agrmrian Schema, be<- 
tauib they fuipefted that Fnwfcy wanted to acquire 
(bme new Powers. He, on the other Hand,* plied 
thepafling of the «Law^ with all his Intereft. As' 
£or my Part, I loft no Credit, ^vea with the Friends 
of the Law, wh(Ue ! confirmed all ^vate Perfons 
in their Pofleffions {for the Strength of our Party 
you know lies in Men of Property) and i pleafed 
the People and Pompey (£br that too I had in mine 
Eye) by the Propofal I made of new Patchafes ; 
which if they were honeftly managed, I was of 
Opinion would have fcour*d off all the Filth of 
Rome^ and might have peopled the Defarts of Italy. 

(i ) They had been Cpnfuls ill df Y|Car of Rome 620, at the 
Time Gracchus paficd the Jgrarinn Law, which afterv J^rds coft 
kirn his Life. Cy that Law no private Perfon could poffefs 
alx>ve a hundred Acres of the Land jkvhich hi^d been appropri- 
ated to the public Demefne; that all who pcficflcd more Hiould 
be obliged to part with it to the poorer Citizens, and that all 
the remaining dcracfne Lands of the Republic flrouJd be di- 
vided among thfm likewife. All this was fo far from being 
executed, that the laft mcnticred Lands were fold to private 
Perfons at an under Rate. Fltrvtm therefore infifted upon thofe 
Bargains being void, and that the Lands fhould be applied to 
the Purpofes of the /fgrariari Law, and given to Porfey^ ^oX- 
diers, though they had been in tiie Poficfiion of private Perfons 
for fcventy two Years. 

(^) Though the original PofiTeflion of thofe Lands was very 
unwarrantable ; yet C cero thought that, a« it had continued fo 
long, it was againft true Policy to alter it. 

But 
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Sfrt this whole Schcrnt grew cold upon the break- 
ing out of the Wan 

. Take my Word for it, MeteUus is an excellent 
Conful, and my very good Friend. As to that 
Thing, that Colleague of his, he is fo very an Ani- 
mal, thaft he docs not know the Nature of the Pur- 
chafe he has made (i). So much for public Mat- 
ters ; imtefs you think it a public Matter, that one 
Harenmus^ who is of your Tribe, a Tribune of tha 
People, a very great Scoundrel, and a Beggar, at 
the fiime Time, has already very often applied to 
the People, concewiing tranfplanting PubUus Clo- 
Jiiu$ into <he Order of Commons ; but he has been 
frequently oppofed by the other Tribunes. Thcfe 
are, I d>iink, all coir public Matters* 

As to my private Concerns ; after the famous 
5th of Duember (2)^ when, to the Envy and Hatred 
of many, I mounted to that fplendid, that immor- 
tal Pitch of Giory, I have not forbom to exert a 
Magnanimity fuitable to that great Proceeding, and 
to maiatain the Dignity I then acquired and pro- 
fefled. But after I had firft fully underftood the 
Slightnels and Giddinefs of our Judges, by the ac- 
quittal 0f Clodi44s ; when ! afterwards faw how eafy 
it was to make a Breach between the' Senate and 
our Farmers of% the Revenue, though I ftill kept 
well with both, then I could perceive plain Intima- 
tions, that I was hated by our eafy Gentlemen (I 
mean your FiQi-pond Friends :) From that Time, I 
fey, I have thought it proper to enlarge the Foun- 

(i) Meaning the Confulatc, which Cicero implies to. have 
been bought by the Conful. 

(2) This was the anniverfary Day of the Death of the Con- 
fpirators, with Catiline, whom Ci€er$ caufed tp be ftrangicd in 
Vrifun. 

dation 
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dation of my Intcrcft, and to ilrengthen myfeif 
with new Supports. 

In the firft Place, therefore, I worked upon the 
Man (I mean Pompey) who had been but too long 
filent, and got fo much the better of his Tacitur- 
nity, that, in the Senate-houfe, not once, but often 
and in full Speeches, he adjudged to me the Glory 
of having faved this Empire, and this World, from 
IDeftruftion. Though this is a Fad too bright to 
require an Evidence, and too plain to want a Pa- 
^gyrift, and therefore, though his Applaufe was 
of no great Importance to me, yet it was to the 
Republic, becaufe of fome Reprobates who, from 
the unrettled State of public Affairs, were in Hopes 
of feeing Pompey and me countera&ing one ano- 
ther. But we are now fo riveted in Sentiments, 
that our Union gives the greater Strength to our 
Intereft, and greater Abilities to ferve the Public. 

As to the Endeavours to (tir up the Hatred of our 
wanton fine young Gentlemen againft me, I have 
foothed them fo much by a certain polite Deport- 
ment I aflumed, that I am now their only Fa- 
vourite. In (hort, 1 now throw o\it Inveftives a- 
gainft np Perlbn ; at the fame Time, I floop to no- 
thing that is mean, or unbecoming my Charadber ; 
my whole Condudb is fo tempered^ 96 that without 
fwerving from my Duty to my Country, I ap- 
ply to my private Concerns with greater Cau- 
tion and Care than ever, on Account of the Weak- 
neft of our Patriots, the Wickcdnefs of the Pro- 
fligate, and the Malevolence of my Enemies, But 
I do all this in fuch a Manner, notwithftanding my 
new Coalitions^ tbat^l i tlunk the artful Sicilian 

Epicbarmus 
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Mfkharmus is whifpering me in the Ear the Words 
of his Song, * 

Be ever watchful nor believe too foon 
Tbefe are the Nerves of Wifdom ( i ). 

And thus I think I have given you, as it v^rcre, 
a Plan of my Conduft and Way of Living, 

As to the Bufmefs, concerning which you have 
lb often wrote me, I can, at prefent, do you no 
Service. The Decree, you complain of, paffed 
through the great Zeal of the Infantry (2) of the 
Seqate, without Countenance from any of my 
Friends. As to what you fay of my attending, 
when the Decree was drawn up (3), you may per- 
ceive, from the very Words of it, that my Pre- 
fcnce was occafioned by another Motion, which was 
made at the fame Time. As to the Claufe con- 
Cenyng the free People (4), it was wantonly added, 
and ehgroffed by the younger Servilius (5), who 
was amongft the laft who delivered his Opinion* 
But it cannot, at this Time, be altered. And in« 

(t) Orig. Nii^f» ic; fAifunff awirt*9' afpOp» ravra rJv (pfnatu 
Vigiliaufis^ et memneris non ttmtrt credere y hi funt nernn Soft" 

(2) Cicero means the lower Ranks of the Senators^ who were 
called Senatores Pedarii, from their walking to the Side oa 
which they voted, and their not being fuifered to fpeak, bc- 
caofe they had not arrived at the Curule Offices. 

(3) When a Decree of the Senate was drawn up, a Com- 
jnittee of the Senate was generally prefent, whofe >fames were 
inferMd as Witneifes to the A£t. 

(y Thofe were the People who were governed by their own 
municipal Laws, and were exempted from Subfidies. It ap« 
^^ears as if the Sicyonians, who were free People, had borrowed 
a Sum of Money of Atticusy and had mortgaged fonie of 
their Revenues for the Payment, which Mortgage was diilolved 
by the Vote of the Senate, and perhaps with great Juftice. 

(5) He was Conful in die Years ox Rome 705 and 712. 

F deed 
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deed there hts» for fome Time, been z difcontiiitf^ 
ance of chofe Crowds of Creditors {i\ which at 
firft aflcmblcd in fuch Numbers. However if yoit 
can coax and fqueeze fome htde Money from the 
gicyamansj pray let me know. 

I have fent you the Memoirs c^ my ConfiiUhip, 
written in Greeks in which, if there is any Impro* 
priety or Unpolitenefs to difguft an jiibenian^ I 
ihall not^ 1 thinky make the fame Apology to youf 
as Luculbu {2) did at PaUrmo^ for his own Me- 
moirs, that he had befprinked them with certaiiy 
Barbarifms and Solecifms (3), that ihey mighe 
the more eafily be believed to be compofed by ft 
Roman. If any fuch Ornaments arc found in my 
Works, they ftand there without my Knowledge 
or Confent. When I have finifhed them in Lalin^ 
I will fend them to you ; you are to expert a third 
in Verfe, and then 1 (hall have gone through every 
Species of Self-applaufe. Here you are not to tell 
me my Trumpeter is dead (4}. For if there is, un»^ 
der the Sun, any Merit that exceeds mine, let it 
have its due Applaufe, and let me bear the Re-^ 
proach of not having done it Juftiee. The Com- 
pofuions, however, that I fpeak of, are not Panegy- 
rics i^)^ but Narratives (6). 

My Brother S^uintusj in his Letters, makes great 
Affevcrations to purge himfclf from having ever 

(1) Itfeems, the Cafe of JtHau, was a loading One for 
many others. 

(z) He wrote feveral Hiftories in Greeks particularly that oF 
his own glorious Campaign againft Mitbridates. 

(3) ^'■'i- ^XoMt*. OUntia/olrrcifmum, 

(4) Orig, T»c vari^ amfo'ii. S^uis patrem latuUiii / 

(5) ^'"'£' •TiMiAMftitei, Laudat^rioA 

(6) Orig. 1^9^. Hiftmca. 
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fpokcn a Word of you that was unbecoming ; but 
this is a Matter that we are to handle with great 
Delicacy and Application^ when we get together. I 
infift upon your paying me a Vifit Ibme Time or 
other. CoJJiniuSi the Bearer of this Letter, appears 
to me to be a very honeft^ fedate, Man, to love you 
heard ly^ and to anfwer the Charadter you gave 
him. Dated March the 15th. 
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IN my Return from Pompeianum ( i ) to RomCy May 
the iitb^ I received, from our Friend Cincius^ 
your Letter dated the i '^tb of February ^ and which 
I am now to anfwer. In the firft Place, then, it gives 
me Pleafure to know that you are fatisfied as to the 
Judgment I have formed, concerning your Affairs, 
In the next Place^ I am quite tranfported with Joy 
that your Conduft has been fo moderate in fome 
harlhj unkind, Circumftances which paffed amongft 
us, I mean you, my Brother, and myfelf. In this, I 
think you difcover vaft AfFeftion, as well as the Sen* 
timents of a great and a wife Man. Your Expref- 
lions to me^ upon that Head, are fo kind, fo af- 
fectionate, fo obliging, and fo tender, that I have 
no Right to repeat my Counfels, or even to expeft 
fo much Gentlenefs and good Nature in any Man. 
I therefore think it highly improper to write more 
upon that Subjeft, till we meet, jmd then if any 
Thing offers farther, we will fairly difcufs it. 

(r) This Town ftood near Na^es^ at the Foot of Mount Vi^ 
fievius^ and was confumed at the fame Tisne^ that FUirf pe« 
liihed there. 

F z What 
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What you write to me, concerning public Af- 
fairs, is afFedlionatc and prudent, and your Viewi 
and mine are, in the Main, the fame. As to me, 
I will not give up one Inch of my Dignity, nor 
will I truft myfclf, without my Guards, in ano- 
ther Man's Garrifon. The perfon, you write of, 
has nothing about him of the great Man(i), no- 
thing in him that is elevated ; every Thing about 
him creeps and cringes. My Connexions with 
him, however, have, perhaps, ferved the l^urpofe of 
making my Circumftances more eafy. But, by 
Heavens, it was of greater Service to the Public than 
to me, that I (hould repel the Attacks of profligate 
Citizens, by fixings, in my Favour, the wavering 
AfFcdtions of .a Man fo eminent by his Fortunes, his 
Authority, and his Credit with the Public, and to 
da(h the Hopes of the Wicked, by bringing him 
Over to extol the Patriotifm of my Conduft. I 
would not, at the cheapeft Price, have purchafed 
this from the Teeth outwards, but I have managed 
every Thing in fuch a Manner, that my Dignity is 
not diminifhed by bis Friendfhip, and his Autho- 
rity is ftrengthened by my Countenance. 

As to all Things, I manage them in fuch a 
Manner, as to avoid the Imputation of my hav- 
ing ever left any Thing to chance. As to my wor- 
thy Friends, whom you mention, and as to that 
Dignity (2) of Charafter, which you fay I have ac- 
quired, I ftiall ever be fo far from abandoning them, 
that, ftiould they abandon me, yet fhall I never de- 
part from my former Sentiments. I would, how- 
ever, have you to know, that, fincc the Death of 

(i) Meztdng Pomfey, 

(2) Orig. XwdfTWf, Spartam, 

Catului 
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Calulus, I can no longer ftand by the Party of the 
Nobles, with any Safety or with any Dignity. For 
at Rbittlen (i), if I miftake not, fays, " One 
** half of them is good for nothing, and the o- 
•* ther half thinks of nothing, (2)." As to the 
Hatred of your Fi(h -pond- Fanciers againft me, I 
will either inform you of it by Letter at another 
Time, or I will referve it lor our Meeting. In the 
mean while, nothing fhall tear me from the Senate j 
and in this, I aft upon Principles of Intcreft as 
well as of Virtue; nor indeed have I Reafon to re- 
pent me of my Attachment to that Order.- 

I have already wrote you, that I had no great; 
Hope from the Senate of your Skyontan AiFair. 
We have now no Duns j it will therefore be a te- 
dious Matter to fucceed that Way, and I would 
have you to fight, if polBble, with Tome other 
Weapons. When the Decree palled, no Regard 
was paid to thofe whom it affefted, and the Infantry 
divided for it in droves. Matters are not yet ripe 
for correding ir, becaufe tliere are now no Com- 
plainants, and a great many People befriend ir, 
fome, through lU-nature, otiiers, through a Convict 
tion that it is a right Mcafure. 

Your Friend, the Confui MeteUus^ turns out a 
moft excellent Magiftratc, I think him however to 
blame, in one Refpeft, that he does not muchfeem 
to relilh our pacific Accounrs from Gaul. It is niy 
Opinion, that he hankers after a Triumph ; in this 
he is not perhaps fo defenfible, bur, in every other 
Refped, he is great. As to the Son of yiulus, his 
Conduft, in his own Confulfliip, has been fut^i, 

(1 ) He was a Grtei comic Poet. 

(l) Orig. Of pl> >«{ (% iW, ■!{ fuXi ftiXQ. Hi qiaJttnfr^' 
ft mibiljimi, tllii titri mbii curt efl. 

P 3 th« 
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that It docs not fo properly dcfcrve that Name, 
as that of a Speck ( i ) in our great Man's Eye. 
I have fent you, by Lucius Ccffinius^ the Hiftory 
of my Confulatc in Greek -, I fuppofc my Ijttin Per- 
formance will give you more Pleafure, becaufe one 
Greek looks with an Eye of Jealoufy upon another. 
If I meet with Performances from any other Authors 
upon the fame Subjedt, I will fend them to you, yet 
(though I don't know how it is,) yet when People 
have once read my Work, they are cooled from 
pttemptmg it. 

For, that I may return to my private Affairs, 
our worthy Friend Lucius Papirius Patus has made 
me a prefent of the Books that had been left by 
Servius Claudius. When your Friend Cinctus (2) 
acquainted me, that there was nothing, in this Cincian 
Law, that could hinder me from accepting them, 
I told him joyfully, that they (hould be welcome 
if they were brought. Now, if you love me, if you 
think that I love you, do all that you can by your 
Friends, by your Followers, by your Guefts, by 
your Freedmen, nay employ your very Slaves, to 
prevent the lofs of a fingle Scrap. For I have now 
very great Occafion for the Greek Books, which I 
fuppofe, ^nd for the Latin ones, which I know, 
he left behind him. The Truth is, I daily take more 
and more Pleafure in the Amufement I find from 
thofe Studies, when I reft from my Labours in the 
Forum. You will out — you will, I fay, out-do 
your ufual Kindnefs (3), if you are as ftrenuous in this 

( 1 ) Orig. i^Jvior. Macula^ the great Man here meant is Pompey. 

(2) Oc^ro here plays upon the Word Cincitu, becaufe the 
^aw, aeainil Senators, extorting Frefents from their Dependents 
V^fU called the Cinciau Law. 

{§) Orig, Ptr mAig f$r^ tM^tm, gratumfaceris* 

Affair, 
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Afiair* as you have beca in thofc which you thought 
lajr nwft « my Heart I nooniinend, toyourCan^ 
Che Afian cf f^^^tus himlcif, who returns you a 
great many Thanks for what you have already 
done. That I may fee you loon is not only my Wifl^ 
hat my Adrice. 
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Was met by your Slave on the ifi 
of Juntt on my Journey to ^»//Kffr, 
as I was running, with great Ear- 
neftnefs, from the Gtadiatorian 
Shows, exhibited by Marcus Me- 
telius. From him I received your 
Letters, and your Greek Hiftory of my Confulfhip, 
a prefenc which gave me the greater Pleafure, as I 
had, fomc Time before, put, into the Hands of 
CeJJittiui^ for you, fome Greek Memoirs of mine up- 
on the fame Subject \ for, had I read yours before- 
hand, you would have fworn that I had pilfered 
'|0m you, But give me leave, to fay, for I 
1 it with great Eagemefs, that your Work is an 
kvard, Oovenly, Thing. It was, however, adorned 
by 
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by the Negledt of drefs, as Ladies fmell the fweeter 
for ufing no perfume. Now my Book was be* 
daubed with the very powdering PufF of Ifocrates^ 
I frizled it out with the curling Irons of his Fol- 
lowers, and I gave it even a Touch of AriJiotelUn 
red and white (i). Let me tell you that the Book» 
which you (lightly glanced over at Corfou (2^, as I 
underftand by your other Letters, and of which 
you received a compleat Copy from Cqffiniusy is a 
prelent, I would not have ventured to have made 
you, had I not approved of it, after grave and 
mature Deliberation. Let me tell you likewife, 
that when I had fent it to Pofdonius (3) at Rhodes^ 
that it might invite him to treat the fame Subjedt (4) 
with greater Elegance, and when he had read over 
my Memoirs, he wrote me they were fo far from 
inviting, that they had abfolutely deterred him from 
any Attempt of that Kind. In fhort, I have put 
all Greece in an Uproar. Thus, I am now no longer 
plagued with thofe who daily teazed me for fomc 
Subjedl, which they could embellifh by their 
Language. If you are pleafed with the Performance, 
you will take Care to publifh it at Athens^ and the 
other Greek Towns, for it feems calculated to throw 
a Luftre upon my Conduft. 

( 1 ) Odg. Meus autem liher tatum JJbcratis ^vpo %'jic»oi' fPigmgtt- 
fcn/m arculam) atque omnis ejus diJdpulo> urn an ulasy ac non nihil 
itiam Ariftoulica pigmata confumpftt. Theic is a great deal of 
Wit and Humour in this Paflage, and I have been fo lucky as 
to tranflate it pretty literally, notwithftanding the modern Air 
it carries in the Tranflat on. 

(2) This was the v^apital of Grryr^, a fmall Ifland now bc- 
]ongingtothe Venetians. 

(3) This was a famous floic Philofopher, under whom GVirv 
liad ftudied. 

(4) Orig. CvofunfMt. Commentarium» 

I have 
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I have fent you the Trifles of Difcourfes which 
you called for, and I will fend you more, fince you 
lu-e pleafed even with thofe which I wrote at the 
Ipiportunity of our young Gentlemen. If Demoft-^ 
benej^ that famous Countryman (i) of yours, be* 
came fo iUuftrious by hisPbilippic Orations, in which 
lie divefted himfelf of all the Quirks and Jargon of 
the Bar, that he might appear in the Character (2) 
of a worthy Patriot and a wife Sutefman i have I 
not, I fay, an equal Title to Fame, by publifhing 
xny Orations, which I call Confular. The firft of 
them was fpoken in the Senate-houfe, on the ift of 
yanuary -, the Second before the People i both on 
the Subjeft of the jigrarian Law ; the Third was for 
Oibo % the Fourth for Rabirius ; the Fifth was con- 
cerning the Heirs of the profcribed % the Sixth was 
pronounced when I gave up my Province in the 
Affcmbly of the People •, the Seventh drove C^/i- 
Une from Rome \ I fpoke the Eighth before the 
People the Day after his Flight •, the Ninth was de- 
livered in the Affembly, on the Day when the Al^ 
lohroges made their Difcoveries ; and the Tenth in 
the Senate, on the 5th of December \ and thefe 
with two fhort ones, which ferve as a kind of Ap- 
purtenances (3) to thofe upon the Agrarian Law, 
form the whole Collection (4^, which I fhall take 
Care you (hall receive, Farther, as you are pleafed 
with my Adtions as well as my Writings, you 
flialU In thofe Books, have a full View of my Con- 

( 1 ] This is a Compliment to jittiew, who was violently in 
Jove with Greece and its Literature. 

(2) ctfiuf6rtp6i Tft(, tuu ireAiTUu^ifoc. ^'r 0d SgHitatem it ad 
$r€i£tepuUu res eitnles magh aecommodahu. 

(3) ^^'g* clwoawoffimtct. Jfpmdkii, 

(4) Orig. fSi/m, Corfm* 

dua:» 
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(du<9:, as well as of iry Eloquence, which, had yoi; 
pot called for it, I Ihould not have exhibited. 

You aflc me the Reafon why I fp much prefs your 
Jleturn to Rome^ and^ without refufing to conie^ 
you hint, that you have a great deal of Bulinefs 
upon ypur Hands, and that you would fly to fee 
jne, not only to do me Service, but to do me Plea^ 
fure. The Truth is, I know of no abfolute Necet 
fity J but it appeared to mei that you might have 
marked out the Times of your Abfence lefs un- 
Jdndly. You have indeed been too long abfent;^ 
efpecially as yop are in the Neighbourhood, and as 
I neither enjoy you, nor have you my Company. 
Now 1 have, at leaft, fome little Refpite ; but if the 
Madnefs of that fmock-faced Fellow ( i ) goes much 
farther, I will call upon you moft furioudy. Me^ 
tellus^ however, checks him, and will check him tQ 
fome Purpofe. In (hort he is a Patriot Conful (2)^ 
jind, as I always judged him to be, he is, by Nature, 
a worthy Man, 

As to Clodi^Sj he now follicites, without any MaSk^ 
for the Tribuncfhip of the People. When this Matter 
came before the Senate, I confounded the Fellow^ 
and reproached his Levity for ftanding for the Tri* 
bunefliip at Rome^ when, but the other Day, he 
declared, in Sicily^ he would ftand for the ^dile- 
Ihip. I faid that we had no real Reafon to be a- 
larmed, becaijfe, that while he is a Plebeian, he 
will have no greater Room for diftrelTing his Coun- 
try, than the Patricians^ (whofe Conduct he copies,) 
Jiad under my Conful (hi p. In the next Place, 
{laving underftood that he had boalled in an Afleni- 

( 1 ) Meaning Clod! us, 

(z) Ori^* fl^or«r§K. P atria amans^ 

Wy 
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bly of the People, of having come to Rome in feven 
Days, from the Streights of Sicily^ and that he had 
entered the City by Night, to prevent the Crouds who 
were to come out to meet him; I laid there was nothing 
(trange in a Man's coming in feven Days from Sicily 
to RomCj when in three Hours he could come and go 
from Rome to Interamna ; That it was not the firft 
Time he had entered the City by Night, and that no 
body, by going out to meet him, had obftrufted his 
Approach, when they ought to have done it mo{l:(i). 
In (hort, I oring you the Fellow's Impudence down 
to Modefty, not only by the conftant Kecnnefs but 
by this kind of Joking, 

For Inilance, I fomctimes enter with him upon 
Wit and Raillery with a familiar Air •, as while we 
were attending a Candidate, he aflced me, " whe- 
•• ther I ufed to afllgn any Place for the Sicilians 
^^ at the gladiatorian Shews." I told him by no 
Means. ** But, replies he, I will ; though they 
•* are come but lately under my Patronage. But, 
•• continues he, my Sifter, who has fo much Room, 
•* as a Confular's Wife, allows me only a few 
•* Inches/* O ! replied I, " I dare to fay your 
•* Sifter wifhes you to have as many Inches as you 
•* can dcfirw(2)." This, you fay, was not fpeak- 
ing in a very confular Stile : 'tis true ; but I hate 
that fame Yoke-mate of our Conful, for flie is a 

( 1 ) Orig. Non ejfe iium ohviam^ ne turn qui Jem cum iri maximi 
Mmit, Meaning that upon his Return he fhpuld have been 
forbidden to enter Rome. 

(2) Orig. Sedforor, qtue tantum babeat confularis loci, unum mbi 
filum fedem dot , Noliy inquam^de uno pedefororis queri : licet etiam 
tdterum tollas. This PaiTage alludes to the fuppofed Inceft of 
Ciodtus with his Siller, who was the Conful MeteLus his Wife, 
but It is not proper to explain the Meaning of the PaiFage 
itfeif. 

Termagant^ 
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Termagant in her Family, and (he hates not only 
her Hu(band, but her Gallant (i), becaufe they are 
my Friends in this Affair. 

With regard to your Enquiries about the Agrarian 
Law, it ieems, at prefent, to be quite cold. As to the 
gentle Wipes you give me concerning my Friendfliip 
with Pompey, I would not have you imagine that I 
look upon it to be any Security to me ; but as Af- 
fairs were circumftanced, had there been any DiiFe- 
rence, the Public muft have neceffarily been throwa^ 
into the greateft Confufion. Now, my Management 
and Caution to prevent this was fuch, that I did 
not deviate from my own virtuous Plan of Conduft; 
but I have brought him to be a better Patriot, and 
to be more ftayed againfl the Giddinef^ of the People. 
For, be it known to you that he does not run out fo 
much in Applaufe of his own Adlions, as of my 
Condudt, againft which fo many People have en- 
deavoured to prepoffcfs him. He fays tliat he has 
fcrved, but I have preferved, the Public. I know 
of no Advantages that I can draw from this Decla- 
ration, but the Public can certainly draw many. 
What if I fliould make a better Patriot of C^t/ar^ 
whofe Sails are now fuU-fwelled with the Gale of 
popular Favour, Ihall I then differve my Coun- 
,try? 

SuppoHng, even, that I have not an Enemy, and 
that all Mankind (hould do me Juftice, by giving me 
their Friendfhip; is the Application which heals the 
rotten Parts of the Republic Icfs valuable than that 
which cuts them off? But now, at a Time when that 
Body of Cavalry, which, when you led their Way, 
and carried their Colours, I polled in the Avenue 

(i) Mcftsing Faiiiu. 

of 
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of the Capitol, has abandoned the Senate ; at a Time 
when our great Men think themfclrcs too great for 
Earth* if they can bring their Mullets in their Fifli- 
ponds to feed out of their Hands ; at a Time when 
they mind no other Bufmefs, do you not think that 
I am ufefully employed^ by taking the Will, from 
thofe who have the Power, to hurt our Country ? 

As 'to our Friend CatOj he is not more your bar- 
ling than he is mine ; but ftill, with the belt Inten- 
tions and the ftrideft Honour, he fometimes hurts 
the Public j for his Sentiments are more fuited to 
the refined Syftems oi{i) Plato^ than to the vile 
Oflf-Scourings of Romulus. Can there be a Propo- 
£tion more juft than that a Man fhould be brought 
to the Bar for receiving Moneys while he fate upon 
the Bench. This was C^/^'s Opinion ; the Senate 
came into it ; the Knights declared War againft the 
whole Order, but not ag^nft me, becaufe I di- 
vided againft the Qucftion. What could be more 
impudent than the Petition of the Farmers of the 
Revenue ? It would have been^ however, prudent 
to have fuffered that Lofsj rather than have for- 
feited the Friendfliip of the Order. Cato oppofed 
them^ and carried his Point. But what is the Con- 
iequence ? Now that the Conful is imprifonedi and 
now that all is in an Uproar. Not a Man of that 
Order has (hewed the leaft AfFcftion for the Con- 
ftitution, which, under me, and the Confuls who 
fucceeded me< they fo bravely defended. You fay 
what of all this ? Are we to bribe them to do their 
Duty ? — What have we to do clfe ? Are we to be in- 
fulted by ourFreedmen, are we to be the Slaves of our 
Slaves ? But, as you fay, thefe are fine Doings (2). 

(1) Orig. irtXinU. Refublica. (2] Orig. aX* <r««K(. Satis ftudiu 

Favonius 
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tfavouius has dealt more hraeftly with tny Tribe 
than with his own ; but he has ruined that of Lmc» 
€ems. He has brought a groimdlefs Impeachment 
againft Hafitai and fpoke to it in ibaokwarda 
Manner^ that one could have fworn he had a Mdi 
rather than a Mulon^ of Rb^des, for his Mailer of 
Rhetoric ( I J. He was fomewhat piqued with me 
for fpeaking m bis Defence^ and he is now attack- 
ing him again for the good of the Public^ I will 
write to you concerning the Proceedings of LucceiuSf 
after I have feen Qtfary who will be here in two 
Days. You are to thank Cato^ and his Ape Sirvi-' 
Uus^ for your Lofles from the Sicyomans. But, in^ 
deed, are not many worthy Men under the fame 
Lalh ? Let us, however, bear with it, (ince it it 
pafled, left, in Time of any future ComnK>tion9 Wf 
be left by ourfelves^ 

My Amaltbea expeds, arul requires, your Prefence. 
I am wonderfully delighted with my Jufeulanum and 
Pompeianum^ though indeed I, who prevented a ge- 
neral Bankruptcy, am ready to become Bai&rupC 
myfelf, through the Debts I haye contrafted to buUd 
them. I am in hopes that every Thiitg in Gaul is 
ijuiet You may daily expe£t my Prognoftics with 
my Trifles of Orations. In the mean while, let me 
know what Refolution you have come to concern-- 
ing your Return hither. For I was told from Pm^ 
fonia^ that you was to be at Romi in the Month of 
Jufy. This is fomewhat different from what yon 

(i) There is a Jingle here in the OriginaU which I hav«r 
imitated in the TranSation. Ita ut Rhodi vidiretur molts p§Hm, 
fKom M§Utn oferam itdijpt. Mdw Wftf % AwBOMt Teacher of 
Rhetoric at Rbodu. 

give 
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g^ve me to undcrfland^ by the Letters you wrote 
jne fincc your Departure. 

I wrote you before, that P^fus has made me a 
Prefent of all the Books that were left him by his Bro- 
ther, and it refts upon your Fiiendfliip to make this 
Prefent turn out to my Account. As you love me, 
take Care that they are preferved, and fafely convey- 
ed to my Hands. You cannot do me a more agreeable 
Piece of Service than this, and in carefully preferv- 
ing all thofe Books, the Latin as well as the Greeks 
I (hall then look upon the Prefent as yours ; I have 
delivered your Letters to OSavius{i)f but had no 
Difcourfe with him ; for I did not think they re- 
lated to your Affairs in the Province ; nor did I 
reckon you amongfl: the Number of Ufurers, but 
I have written as I ought, honeftly. 



E P I S T. II. 

BE careful, as you love me, of my Cicero^s Re- 
covery ; I think I feel (2) his Illnefs already. I 
have juft laid down the Treatife of Dic^arcbus 
upon the Pollenean (3) Republic, and have now be- 
fore me a whole Pile of his Works. What a great 
Author he is ! And how much more may you 
learn from him than from Procilius. If I miftakc 
not, I have at Rome his Treatifes, concerning the 
Corinthian (4) and Athenian (5) Governments. Take 

(1 ) He was Father to the Emperor Auguftus Otfar^ and was 
then Governor of Macedonia, 

(2) Orig. Siroi. Di*vint *vel Patrui. 

(3) ^^'Z' niAXiiMKtM. PiUcnteorum. 

(4) Orig, Ko^irOiAV. Corimtbiorum. 

(5) Orig, 'AOiiiaw. AtbitdnifiuM. 

my 
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iny Word for it, read hitn^ I recommend him, he 
is an admirable Writeri Were not Herodet ( i ) a 
Brute he would read him, before he wrote another 
Word. He attacked me by Letters, but I perceive 
that he atucks you in Perfon. I fliould have joined 
in Catiline*^ Confpiracy inftead of deftroying it, had 
I imagined that I was to be doomed to hear hinu 
You are wrong in the Affair of Lollius^ but right ts 
to Fimuf. 

Now that I think of it, the firll Day of the 
Month is at hand, but where is jintonyl2)i Are 
the Judges fummoned i For I am given to under- 
ftandi chat Nigidius (3) threatened in an Aliembly^ 
that he would compel any Judge who (ball abfenc 
himfelf. I wifh, however, that you would let me 
know ail you can learn concerning the Journey of y/n- 
ioiTf ; and becaufe you will not come to this Place^ 
be it at your Peril, if you fail to fup with me at 
RofMy the laft of this Month. Take care of your 
own Healths 



E P I S T. HI. 

GOOD News (4), I think, ought to ftand in 
the Front of a Letter, and I thank you for 
yours. Valerius is acquitted upon the Defence made 
for him by Hortenfius^ and this, it is apprehended, 

(1) Orig, *H^i»^iK. HeroJes 

(2) He was Gceros Colleague in the Confulftiip, and though 
be commanded the Army that defeated Catilim^ he was after- 
wards baniihed for being concerned in his Conipiracy, though^ 
he was defended by Cictro. 

(3) He was Tribune all the following Year, a«d as fuchhad 
X Power of compelling the Judges of Jnt$^ to attend. 

(4J Orig. JLvafyi^a* Bens mmdi framii$. 

G ' through 
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through the Intereft of C^fa Atilius^ and I fufpeft 
with you, that our very great Man ( i ) has been tam- 
pering in the lame Manner. For I am neither 
pleafed with his military Boots, nor ivith the white 
Fillets (2) about his Legs. You fliall know the 
whole Matter when you come hither. 

You muft know, that in finding Fault with the 
Straitncfs o\ my Windows, you fall foul of the In- 
ftitution of Cyrus (3). For when I found the very 
fame Fault that you find, Cyrus told me, that Ob- 
jcfts (4) did not appear fo agrdeable through wi^de 
Windqws, and that fuppofing A to be the Eye that 
fees, B and C to be the Objed that arc feen, D 
and E the Rays of Light (5^. You know the reft 
of this Jargon, For if we were to fee by the Mi- 
niftrationof Images (6), they would bid fair (7) to 
ftick in thofe narrow PafTages, fo that this EfFu- 
fion(8) of Rays comes very happily in. If there is 
any thing elfe you diflike, out with it, provided it 
be not of fuch a Nature as not to be corredcd but 
by Expence. 

I now come to January^ the Month of Eleftions, 
in which I Ihall touch of my own Situation (9) and 
Body politic C 10) ill the 5(/tr^//V Manner, by exhi- 

( 1 ) Meaning Pomfey. 

(2) The wearing the fe was a Mark of Eaftcrn . Sovereignty, 
fo that Gccro i"ays in fadl, that Pompgy is to be equally dreaded iti 
War and Peace. 

(3) ^'*'^- K-t^H wfltiofiaf. C^fn injiitutionem » This is no bad 
Pun. 

(4) Ortg ^tflt^aViK. Tran/peSus 

(5) Orig. ifof t^K fMft 11 » TO ^ o^iSfMfw, 01 y, eUrtnf 5*, ^ 
•c^ f. Sit oculus A. quod autem 'videtur B. C radii *vcro D E. 

(6) Orig. xcLT iMxur IfMciaanq. F er fimulacrorum ilUpfus. 
{yyOrig. uhi>M* Simulacra. 

(8) Qrig, utxt^ai^, Effufio,, 

(9) Orig. iinractw. Statum, 

(\0] .Orig, w6>ariiCK», JUmpuhlicam. 

biting 
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biciiig a View on both Sides (i) ; but, like him^ I 
fhall clofe the whole with my own Opinion (2). It 
is indeed a Thing of great Weight. For I muft 
either oppofe the Agrarian Law, by an inefFedual, 
tho* glorious Refiitance, or I muft agree to it, which 
Is not unlike retiring to Solonium or Antium{i)\ 
or I muft affift in it, which I am tokl; C^far makes 
himfelf fure I will do. Cornelius has been at my 
Houfe, I mt2iT\ Balhus {4,\ C^far*^ Intimate. He 
aflured me that Oafar would, in all his Condudt, be 
diredled by Pompey and me, and that he would en- 
deavour to reconcile Crajfus fo Pompey. From all 
this it follows, that my Coalition with Pompey re- 
mains firm, that I may, if I pleafe, have the Friend- 
fhip of Cdtfar^ that I may enter into Favour with 
my Enemies, into Peace with the People^ and fe- 
Cure a Tranquillity to my old Age. At the fame 
Time I am touched with a Paffage(5) in the third 
Book of the Poem (6), which you know of, as 
follows. 

Mean while the Courfe of Honour and of Truthy 
Which youy when Conful beld^ pur/uej and thus 
Encreafe your Fame^ and virtuous Applaufe. 

As Calliope herfclf dictated thofe Sentiments for 

( ' ) ^^^Z' ^««C«T»x«^? IK ixxTi^of. More Socraticorum in utrgni' 
fut partem, 

(2) Orig> rif d^to'xna'af. PIac€?!te?n Se?:tcntiam. 

(3) Thefe were two pleafant Country Seats in Italy, 

(4) This Perfon made a great Figure at Rome under drfar^ 
though he was a Spaniard by Birth. 

(5) ^*^i' xarxrcurn;. Conte7::i3. 

(6) This is a Stroke of that exccHlve Vanity which diltin- 
euilhes Cicero's Chara<^er; for this Poem was probably written 
liy himfelf, and in his own Praife. 

G 2 nic> 
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me, in a Book filled with Maxiqis of ariftocraiic 
Government )t I ^^^^ ^^^ ^^ Doubt that 

Without a Sign, bis Sword the trove Man draws ^ 
And ajks no Omen tut bis Country* s Caufe^i). 

But we will refer ve thefe Matters for our compitalitiam 
(3) Walks. Do not forget^ the Day before the Compi- 
iaUsj I will order the Bath to be made warm, and 
Terentia invites Pontponia. We (hall likewife have 
your Mother's Company. Pray bring along with 
you, out of my Brother's Library, the Treatifeof T'^&r* 
epbraftus upon the Purfuit of public Honours (4). 

E P I S T. IV. 

YO U have done me a great Favour in fend- 
ing me Serapion*s (5 j Book, of which, betwixt 

you and me, I fcarce underftand the thoufandth 
Part. I have given Orders that you fhall be paid 

for it in ready Money, to prevent your putting it 

to the Account of your Prefents. But now that I 

mention Money, I beg you will take Care at any 

Rate to make up that Affair with Titinius. If he 

will not ftand to what he has offered, I am ex- 

treamly well pleafed that the bad Purchafe fhould 

be returned, if it be agreeable to Pomponia\ if that 

will not do, let him have Money to take from him 

(1) Orig. tt^oM^oTUcSi. Accommodattadfiatumoftimatium, 

(2) Orig £(( oMMOf a^iro( afAvuc^en vt^h var^. Vfium augU' 
rium cptimtpn fugnare fro pafria. This is a fine Sendmenc tacea 
&om Homer, who pucs it into the Mouth of He£ior, in the 1 ztb 
Book of the ^liad 

(3) The Comfitalitia was an unfixed Feaft in Rome^ generally 
held in December or the Beginning o^ January. 

(4) Orig. Btof^ddla wig» ^»^oT1ffc»»f• Theoftrafti de lonorumfiu^ 
dio. This Treatife is now loft. 

(5) This Geographer is mentioned by PBny. 

all 
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aH kind of Handle. I *rai9 very defirous before 
you went away, that you would have made a 
frkndJy End of this a!» you do of other Affairs ( 1 ). 
Well then, you fay that Chdins is to go Ambaf- 
fador to Tigranes. I wifli I knew upon what 
Ternw(2>; but I bear it with Indifference, I'hat^ 
will be a much more proper Time for our free 
Legation (3), when my Brother ^m/wj Ihall be, 
as 1 hope hfe will be, fct down at his own Eafc (4), 
and ^hett it (hall be known how the new Priefl of 
the deified Bona will proVe. In the mean while, I, 
with tht Mlifes, am ever amufing myfelf ih the li- 
terary Way with a quiet, nay, a joyful and an eager^ 
Mind. Never comes it into my Thoughts to envy 
O'affusi or to repent my having afted up to my 
Gharadber. A» to the Geography, I will take Care 
to give you Contentment^ but I promife nothing 
certain. It iar a great Undertaking ; I will^ howe- 
ver, agreeable to your Defire, endeavour to giv^r 
you ibme Specimen of my Labours that Way fronlv 
my Journey. Let me knoW all you can learn of 
public Affairs^ and efpecially who you think are to 

(1) There are mimy dark Readings in the prececHngPaiTaget 
here ; I have tranfkted thenr in the Manner I thought moft 
fagtUtUblt tb Probability and common Senfe. 

{z) The Rcitdmg here is lik^vrffe very dark. The EmbaiTy 
here fookcn of was prc^ably the Refalt of the newly cememed 
FHendiEip between Qt/ar and Pomiy, who coold not other- 
Wife cdmpalft hit fkrotaitt Pointy of having his Adions in the 
Eaft conlfrui^. 

(3-) A free Legation, or Ligatio lihera, was no other dian a 
Pbrm of a Leave- of Abfence granted by the Senate to one of 
their Body, under Pretext of a public Employment abroad. 

(4) Cicms Brother ^intus had been for fome Time Govcr- 
|ior of JJia, and Cicero was at this Time folliciting the Senate 
fffs Lfave fpr him to return to Rme. 

be 
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be our Confuls ; yet am I no ways curious (i). I 
am determined to think no more of Politics. 

I have fccn the Wood belonging to my Wife, 
but I fliould think myfelf Mafter of all EpiruSy did 
I but pcffefs Ihdona's Grove. About the 17? of 
next Month, I will be either at Formianum or Pom- 
peianum ; if I fhould not be at the former, I beg, as 
you love me, that you will come to Potnpeianum^ 
it will give me great Pleafure, and it is nothing out 
of your Rpad. I have given Orders to Pbilotifmu^ 
that the Wall Ihall not obftruft you, and you may 
do with it as you propofe. I think, however, that 
you fhould confult Vettius. At fuch a Jundure as 
this, when the Life of every worthy Man is fo in- 
fecure, I think, it a mighty Matter to enjoy onq 
Summer's Pleafure of my Palatine Exercifes. But 
ftill I would not have my Sifter and her Boy under 
the Apprehenfions of being buried alive (2). 

•^) No dramatic Writer ever drew human Nature in fo ri- 
dicolous '^ Light as Cicero's L hara6ler appears from his Epiftles. 
Whil^ he is upon the Rack of Ambition, Jealoufy, and Vain- 

flofy, he is perpetually preaching up 1 efTons of Philofophy, 
^ifintereflednefs. Retirement, and iPatriotifm ; and yet, like a 
Lover who breaks with his Miftrefs, uhilft Cicero quarrels with 
the World, and is every IViinute threatening to leave it; he 
niakes it plain by every Word and Adiion that drops from him, 
that he is afraid left the World fhould take h.m at his Word, 
and every fucceeding Expreffion contradi6b the former. One 
can^t help feeling for this W eaknefs of fo great a ^']an, and it 
muft give a Reader of Underftai.ding Pain, that Cicero's Con- 
fidence in his Friend has publiihed to all the World (I wiih 
I could not call it) the Badnefs of his Heart in this Refpefl. 

(2) 7 liis relates to fome Inconvcniencies that had happened 
through a Partition-Wall that divided the Houfcs of Cicero and 
his Brother upon Mount Pulatiae, 

E P I S T. 
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E P I S T. V. 

I NOW have, and. I long have had, aPaffion to 
fee Alexandria and the reft of Egypy both that I 
may get rid of this Surfeit of Mankind, and that I 
may return to the World with an Appetite. But- 
at fuch a Junfture, and from fuch a Pafs as I muft 
have to travel, I fay with H^Slor^ I fear the ^rojani 
Men and Women, with their fweeping Trains (i). 
For what will be the DifcQurfe ot our Noblemen, if 
we have any Noblemen ftill remaining? Can they fay 
that I have been bribed from doing my Duty ? Pol^ 
lydamus would then be the firft to reproach me (2), 
by him, I mean our Friend Cato^ whofe Tcftimony 
is equal to that of a Million, But what will be 
faid of me 600 Years hence by Hiftorians ? I fear 
their Teftimony more than I do the idle Gpfliping 
of my Cotemporaries. But I am of Opinion that wc 
muft bear all, and wait with Patience. If they offer 
me that Employment, I fhall be at iome Liberty to 
take or to refufe it; for there is no fmall Glory even 
in refufing. Therefore, if Theophanes {^) "fliould 
talk with you on that Subjedl, don't put him quite 
out of all Hopes. 

I expefl: to hear from you of what is doing at 
RomCy what Arrius is faying, and how he bears with 
being left alone •, whether, as the Report goes, Pofn- 
pey and CraffuSy or as my Letters intimate, Ser'qius^ 
SuIpiciuSj and GabinitiSy are to be Confuls •, what 

(l) Orig. Al^oijun Tftjaq, Kat T^ud^a^ fXxi^K9i«^tff fWeor 
Trojanos ist Trojanas peplos trahtntes 

(^) Orig, Ut^v^xtAxf fMi v^uTQi i^iyx*^"' a'*feVi». Tolydamas 
mihi primus probrum oljiciet, 

(}) Orig. 0io9aii)5. fheophanrs. 

G4 nevr 
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new (^aws are pafling ; in (hort, whether there ara 
any News at all, and, as Nipos is going abroad, who 
is to have the Augurfliip. This ia the only Bait with 
which the Men in Power can hope to catch me. 
Toq fee my Weaknefs. But what have I to do 
with Ambition ? I, who wifh to retire, and to ap- 
ply my whole Mind, my whole Study, to Philofo* 
pfiy ( I ). This is my prefent Turn of Thinking, I 
wifh I bad never thought otherwife. But now, as I 
^ad by Experience, how trifling thofe Purfuits are^ 
which I once imagined to be fo glorious, I thinly 
pow of np Connexions but with the nine MuCes. 

Write me, however, with fome Certainty, concern- 
ing Curtius^ and whether any one is thought of to fill 
\i& Place, and what is to become of Publius Clodius \ 
and write me at leifure(2) all that you have pro- 
mifed. I beg you'll let me knpw the precife Day 
pn which you think tp leave RomCj that I may 
make you certain as to the Place where I fhall then 
fefidc, and immediately fit down to write me a 
Letter concerning thofe Matters I have mentioned 
in mine^ fpf I am very impatient to hear from 

yoq. 
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AS to the Account of my Journey which I pro^ 
mifed ypu in my fbrpier InCtters, I can 
give you no great Encouragement to expeft it. I 
fm now fq attached to Indolence, that I cannot be 

(i) Orig. fi9^»dpit9. PbiUfipharL 
(2) Ortg. hm ^xpl^. In 0H9* 
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tornfiom it. I therefore amufc myfclf with nrjr 
3ooks, of which I have good Plcoty at Anthm^ 
or I CQuqt the BiUow$» for the Serfpn is no way fa- 
vourable for Angling, and I have a mortal Antipa*^ 
thy to Writing For the Geographical Work {i\ 
which I intended to write, is a great Work, and JEnt- 
tofibine^^ whom 1 propofcd for nry Pattern, ss blamed 
by S^rapion and Hipparcbtu, What would you thinlf 
pf coofulting Tyranmo? The Subjed, take my 
Word for it, is difficult, it has a Samenefs (2) in 
^ and is not fo capable of EmbelUfhofients f 3) as I 
thought it ^ and what is more than all, I want 
but the Shadow of an Excufe for being idle. 

The chief Employment of my Time, at prefenr, 
is to debate with my (elf, whether I fhall reiide at 
;his Place or ac Anlium^ where I had rather be a 
Puumvir (4), than a Confui at Rami. But yoif 
have afted more prudently, by purchafing a 
lioufe at Bfitbrotum. But, take my Word for it, 
this fame Antium is next a-kin to that Town, 
Would yoq believe it, that there is a Place fo neai? 
Romcy where there are many People who have nd- 
yer fisen Vatinius f 5% and where there is not a Man^. 
befide myfelf, who does not'wifh all' the twenty 
Commiffioners (6) hanged, where no Body con* 
tradids, and every Body loves me. Here is a de? 

(x) Orig. yiuJ^afiMm^ Cofnmentationes Geografhica* 

(2) Orig, oftoff^K. Sihi fimiUs, 

(3) Orig, a»d)}fo/|pa»f?f0^». Fleride fcribi . 

(4) The Dummvirs, in the Coundy Towns of Itafy», sufiprei^ 
nretty much to the Confub at Rome, 

(c) Thia Tribune was one ofCiceroh leadhr? Enemies. 

(0) Thefe Commifltoners were nominated by Cafar^ foft 
fffecaxting the Agrarian hvH^ wbich> the Year before, Kad beei) 
fajTied in by F/imitf . 
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licious Place for the Study of Politics (i), for at 
Rome I have no Leifure, nay, I have no Inclina* 
tions to do it, I therefore cntruft you only with my 
Anecdotes (2), which are in the Tbeopompian (3) 
Manner, but much more fevere; nor have I any Thing 
more of a Patriot (4) befidcs my hatred of the Pro- 
fligate, and even that does not break my Reft, 
though it gives me Pleafure to write againft them. 
But now for Bufinefs, I have written to the City 
Queftors about the Affair of my Brother S^uintus. 
Pray let me know their Anfwer, whether we 
have any Hopes of being paid in current Coin, or 
whether we (hall be locked up in Pompey^s Cof- 
fer (5). You will likewife come to fome Refolu- 
tion about the Wall. There is another Thing I had 
^Imoft forgot ; pray, let me know when you think 
pf Setting out from the Place where you are ? 

E P I S T. VII. 

I Shall t^ftow fome Thoughts concerning this 
fame Geography. In the mean while you call 
upon me for two Orations, ope of which I tore in 
Pieces, and therefore I could not write it out. In 
the other, I praifed the Man whom I did not 

(1) OrJg» fre^iTiww. TraSantfa Re/puhlica, 

(2) Orig. uHk^oret, Non edffida. 

(3) This Author was a Difciplc of Ifocrates, and wrote a 
larcailical Hillory of his own Times. 

(4) Orig. »o^»Tii;ofAa». De republic a euro, 

(5) ^^&' Cijiopboro Pcmfeiano. There is a pretty Allufion 
here. There was, in Jfia, a very fmall Kind of Coin, which 
bore the Impreffion of a myftical Coffer or GJfa, and was 
therefore called by the Romans Cifophorim When Pompey, af- 
ter his Conquefts in the Eafi, t)rought its immenfe Riches to 
RttMn he left this Species of Money to the ^fiatkks ; and his 
Queftors, who were Pay-mafters to the Roman Governors, in- 
fixed upon Gcir§^s Brother receiving his Salary in that Coin. 

love 



/fl ATTICUS. 9? 

)ove(i). I will however think of them likewife. 
In fliort, you ihall have feme Compofition of mine 
to fhow you, that 1 am not irrecoverably Indolent. 
I am wonderfully pleafed with what you write me 
concerning Publius, and I beg you will bring 
me the Particulars of the whole, after you have 
traced it to the Founrain-head. In the mean Time, 
write all that you either know certainly or probably, 
cfpcciaily what is to be done in the Affair of the 
EmbafTy. It is true, before I read your Letters, 
I wifhed him gone, not, take my Word for 
it, from any Fear of joining Iffue withhim/2), for I 
have a wonderful Propcnfity towards Litigation ; 
but I was in hopes he might lofe thereby all the 
Popularity, if he acquired any, from his becoming 
a Plebeian. I could have told him, '* So, you have 
" made yourfelf a Commonefj that you may go to 
*• compliment a King. When was it ever known, 
*' that the Kings of <^nMif«(a were connplimented, by 
*' any, under the Rank of a Patrician," In !hyrt,'I 
was in high Humour for working him about this 
Embaffy. If he fhould rcfufe it, and, as you write^ 
if he (hould thereby diibblige thofe who were tha" 
moft adive in foliciting and patronifing the Law for 
his Adoption, we (hall then have fine Diverfion. 

Upon my Word, to" fay the Truth, our Friend 
Puilius {^') is very fcurvily treated. In the firft 
Place, he, who was once the only Man in CafaT*% 
Houfe, cannot be admitted into it now amongft twen- 
ty others. In the next Place, he was named to one 

(i) Meaning perhaps T'f'B^f)!. 

(I) On^. Vl Affcrrtm ctm ta va£mmiim. This i» a Law- . 
Alinfion and relates to Cludiiu. 
(3) Mcaaing CUdim. 

Embaffj, 
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Etnbafly, and appointed to another. I fuppoie 
that the lucrative one, for calling in the Money, i» 
rcfcrved to Drufus oiPifaurum ( i ), or to the GluUon 
Fatimus ; while CloMus is appointed to this lean 
infignificant Commiflion, which is no better than 
an honourable Exile to a Man like Clodim^ whofe 
future Tribunelhip is fo neceflary for the Purpofes 
of his Party. If you love me, exafperate him as 
much as poffible. My whole Hopes, for the Pub- 
lic» are centered in thofe People fplitting with one 
another^ and I had fome Hints from Curio^ that 
Matters were beginning to point that Way. Here 
we have Arrius roaring at his i^ifltng the Conful- 
Ibip. Pompey (2), and our bloody-minded Fellows^ 
are at open Variance together. If the Breach Ihould 
be widened, by a Difpute about this fame Augur- 
ihip, I hope I fball have frequent Occalions of fend* 
ing you excellent Letters on that Subject. But I 
wifh I knew what you mean by your obfcure Hint, 
as if fpme of the Junto of Five (3), were begin* 
ning to fpeak out : Pray, how is that ? For if there 
is any Thing in it, it is a more favourable Circum- 
ftance than I expedted. 

But now I would not have you to think that I 
want to be informed by you, from any Paffion I 
have to be meddling (4) a^in, or that I have ftill 
a Hankering to be concerned in public Affairs. I 
|uve even, for a long Time, loft the Relifh for 

0) Thii Pcrfon wks Phetor in the Year of Rome 703, an<l 
mh ba^ and Vatifdusy were very lewd Perfoni. 

(z) Orig. Megaboccbus, This was another Nickname of 
Pimfey, 

(3) This relatM to private Hiftory, which is not now r^o- 
Ytrable- 

{^)^ Orig, utird ri vfoumxii* Ut agituB rath tonfiiU. 

fewer. 
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Power, even when I might have enjoyed it. But 
now that I am forced to leave the Ship, after hav<^ 
ing, not thrown up, but, rcligned the Rudder, I am 
defirousof beholding, from dry Land, th^ Ship- 
wreck of my Succeilbrs. For, as your Friend ^« 
f bodes fays, 

Swtet is the Couch when Winter's Storms invade 
And rattling Rains the downy Slumbers aid ( i^. 

You'll take Care to give Directions about the 
Wall. I will redlify that Miftake concerning Cap- 
iriccianus (2), yet my Brother mentioned one Sum to 
me, though he mentioned another to your Sifter. 
My Wife oflfers her ^Compliments to you, and my 
Son defires you to anfwer for him to Arijiodemusy 
in the fame Manner as you did for his Brother^ 
your Nephew. I will take Care of what you 
write concerning Amaltbea. Take Care of your 
Health, 



w 



E P I S T. VIII. 

HEN, in my ufual Manner, I waited to- 
wards the Evening for a Letter from youy 
then comes a Meflfage, tha^ my Slaves were arrived ^ 
from Rome \ I call for them, I enquire after Let- 
ters, they tell n^ they have none. What nothing 
from Pemponius ? The Fellows were frightened aC 
the Manner in which I fpoke, and looked, and con^ 

(1) Otig. cor foe 5-1711. TUjtua^ dxstu ^^X/^^^ tii^^n ^pt»». Sf 
mtifuifuh teBo conferthn latent em audi re fheviam qiiuto emimo. 

(z) He was Agent for the jljiatk ProyinGci. The Text 
lUtre ii motilated. 

fcffcd 
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fefled they had received Letters, but had loft 
them on the Road. You need not doubt that I 
ftormed exceedingly ; becaufe, for fome Time paft, no 
Letters have come from you that were void of fomc 
ufeful, or enteitaining. Matter. Now, if, in yours 
of the 1 5th of Aprils there was any Bufinefs of 
Moment, let me be informed of it as foon as pof- 
fible, and, even if it contained only Wit and Hu- 
mour, pray let me have it agaim You muft 
know that young Curio has been to pay me his 
Compliments. His Information, concerning Cla^ 
diuSj is very much in the fame Strain with your 
Letters : As to himfelf, he profeffed an irreconcil- 
able Hatred towards haughty Tyrants. He affured 
me that our young People of Quality were equally 
incenfed againft them, and refolved to endure them 
no longer. It is wtll with us, if we can truft to 
them ; for my Part, I will fet about fomewhat elfe. 
I apply to writing Hiftory ; and yet, though you 
take me for a meer Bookworm (i), I am the 
moft indolent Fellow alive. 

Now am I to give you an Account of my Stages, 
that you may be at a Certainty where to find us. 
•About the 2 1/ of yf/>n7, I think of being at For- 
miiff as you fuppofc me not to pay a Vific, at fuch 
a Time as this is, to the delightful Baibn (2). A- 
bout the ift of May J I leave Formic to go to Anti- 
urn by the 3^, for there are to be public Diver- 
fions there from the 4/i to the ylh^ which I want 
my Wife to take Part in. From thence I think of 

(i) Orig, Savfc'ius, This Perfon was a j;reat Reader. 

(2) Meaning the Bajar, a Town near the Promontory ofMi- 
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g6ing to ^ufculanum^ from thence to Arpinum^ and 
about the i/ of JunCy to return to Rome. Do you 
therefore order it lb as to fee me either at Fortnia^ 
or Antium^ or Tufctilanum. Give n>e another Copy 
of your laft Letter^ with fon^ Additions. 

E P I S T. IX. 

I Shall be glad to hear that my Friend is in Health. 
When the Quasftor Cacilius informed me, that 
he was to fend a Slave to RomCj I fat down in 
hafte to write this Letter, that 1 might get out of 
your Hands, thofe marvellous Converfations that 
paffed between Clodius and you, I mean thofe you 
mention as well as thofe you omit ; bccaufe, as you 
write, they would take up too much Time. But, 
above all, I would have you to know, that nothing 
can give me a higher Entertainment than an Ac- 
count of that Converfation, which has not yet paffed, 
but of this Oxe-ey*d (i) Dame will inform you of 
upon her Return from Solonium. Now, if the Stipu- 
lations concerning me, have not been obferved, 
1 am quite happy, that this Herod (2), this Broker 
with the Commons, may know what Thanks he 
ought to return to the fulfome Encomiums I poured 
out upon him before the People, and of which you 
may txpedt a precious Recantation (3). 

For, fo far as I can conjefture, if that Fellow 
(hall continue in Favour with our Tax-mafttrs, he 
may well boaft that he has rendered infignificant, 

( 1 ) Bo«9rK* Buhuiis oculis, 

(2) Ortg. Hiiro folymarius. Meaning Pomfey^ who had con- 
ottered Judea. 

(3) Orig. sro^wJiw. Recant atlonem. 

not 
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not only his cynical Confular (i\ but thofe Fifh- 
pond'Fanciers. For I can give htm no Manner of 
Umbrage^ after I am ftript of my Intereft, and of 
my Power with the Senate. But if he ihould 
break with them> it will be ridiculous for him to 
perfecute me ; let him do it, however, if he pleafeSi 
Take my Word for it, our great Men have 
whirled round their Hoop of the Public (a) widi 
greater Dexterity, and lefs Noife, than I looked for^ 
That it did not receive the Check that might have 
been given it, was owing to Cato in the firft Place, 
and in the next, to the Villany of thofe who have 
violated the yff/wn (3), the Julian-Liciman^ and 
the Cacilian-Didian Laws ; who have wafted all the 
Means of public Safety •, who have invefted Te- 
trarchs (4) With the Titles and Pofieffions of Kings 1 
fuid have enriched a few with the Spoils of their 
Country* I can now forefee to what Quarter the 
public Hatred will move, and where it will fix. I 
will give you leave to fay, that I have profited no- 
thing from the Knowledge either of Men or Books^ 
if you fee not the People again wifh for the Times 
of my Confulate. For if the Powers^ afTumed by 

( » ) Meaning Cicero, 

(>} Orig. fijii'oey imhi crede^ it miwore Jhmtu^ quam futartott 
^u bit in Rep. ^ cen^erfits. This alludes to a Direrfion which 
School Boys have in England^ that of driving, before fhem, a 
Hoop, to which were fixed fiells, or pieces of Metal, that made 
• jingling Noife. 

(3) We have already mentioned the JlUan Law. The other 
two Laws mentioned here, provided, under feverc Penalties^ 
that every BiU moved for to the People, ihould be cxpofed 
for a certain Time, about twcnty-feven Days, and prefcribed 
other Formalities before a fiill could pafs into a Law, aM which 
Cajar had broken through. 

(4) I'his alludes to Fompey^ who had made the Tetrarch Dej^ 
Una a King. 

a whok 
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t whole Senate, galled the Public, how think you 
will it bear the fame Powers when they arc cngroffed, 
not by the People, but by three Men of boundlefS 
Ambition ( I ). 

Well, let them proceed in their own Way j 
let them make what Confulsi and Tribunes of 
the People, they pleafe ; let them even enrobe 
the Paunch of Faiiniusi with the augural Veft- 
ments (2) j yet, a (hort Time will make great Men 
not only of thofe who have given Gaufe of Of- 
fence, but of Caio himfelf, the moft obnoxious Man 
in the Oppofition. For my own Part, if that MeflP- 
mate (3) of ydurs, ClodittSj would give me leavei 
I am thinking of turning Philofopher (4) in good 
carneft. Should he attack me^ I (hall only, lik^ 
a true Philofopher, defend myfelf^ and denounce 
War agaihft that Man who fhall moleft me (5); 
My Country muft forgive me j if I have not done 
for her more than I ought, yet I have done for her 
more than I was required, to do. I would rather 
be a PaBenger, with a bad Pilot at the Helm, thah 

be myfelf a good Pilot for fuch worthlcfs Paffen- 
gcrs. 

Now as to what you want to know. I think of 
removing* about the 3^ of May^ from Formiie to 
Antium^ from thence I (hall go, about the jtb^ to 
Tufcnlanum. But when I return from Formt^, where 
I propofe to ftay till the laft of Aprily I will in* 

(1) Viz. Co'par, Pof^y and Crafuk 

(2) Orig, hpd^. Bis tinSa purfura, 

(3) Orig, Sodalem. 

(4) Orig. aofiitvti9» Phiiofopbari, ^ 

(5) Orig, ifralT^XXofiafy 'm dnta^vwa^ahf on tk v^on^ 
)tF^^myji» DimintiQ $um vimm mi ulturum fuicunfue frier mihi 
mtLi/lusfuiriu 

H form 
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form you farther. My Wife fends you her Cornl^ 
pliments, as my little Cicero does his to Tifus of 
Athens {i). 



E P I S T. X. 

WHAT do our great Men deny that Qo^ 
dius is made a Commoner ? This is indeed 
tyrannical and intolerable. Let Chdius fend me a 
Perfon to take my Depolition (2). I will fwear 
that our Friend Pompey^ this Colleague of BalbuSf 
told me, at Antiutny that he affifted in the Augury. 
What a Couple of agreeable Letters did I get 
from you at one Time ! I know not how pay to 
you for your good News (3). I muft therefore ac^ 
knowledge myfelf to be in your Debt. Let me in-^ 
form you, however, of an Adventure (4). After I 
had fafely arrived from Antiuniy at the three Ta- 
verns upon the ApptAn-Wayy on the xgth of April^. 
I met with my Friend Curioj who was coming from 
HomCj and likewife, with his Slave who brought me 
your Packet. Curio afked me about News ; I told 
him I had none. Publius^ faid he^ ftands for the Tri- 
bunefhip of the Commons. What do you fay to' 
that ? Nay farther, he is the bitter Enemy of C-r- 
foTj and wants to be ehofen, that he may repeal 

( 1 ) ^^^^' Kixi^f iMKflf uffftrd^tTMt Tt'Tor 'A^ecTot. Cicero par ^ 
nfuitis falutatTituM Athenienfem. 

(2) There is fomething here vtrf inconfiftent with Cicero* % 
Condudl, unlefs he fpeaks ironically, which I ftrongly fufpeft. 
Cafar and Pompey were fomewhat afraid of Cloiiius, and began 
to difpute his Adoption, and Potfipey, it feems, even denied, 
that the Augural Ceremonies for it had been obfcrvcd. 

(3) Orig, wayyiktA, Btmi fomtii Pramm. 
(4} Orig. evyM»fii(M, Cafitm, 

aU 
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ail that has been done in Cafar^% Confulfhip. How, 
replied I, does C^cfar take this ? He denies, anfwers 
Curio^ that he ever intermeddled in his Adoption. 
Curio then gave me a full Account how much hi?, 
Memmiusy and Metellus Nepos^ were at Variance 
with C^far. I then embraced and parted with my 
Curioj that I might return to your Letters. 

Who can prefer fpeaking to writing ( i ) ? How 
much more did I learn from your Letters, thart 
ftom his Converfation concerning the Reports of 
the Day ! the Schemes of Clodius^ the Arts of his 
Ox-eyed Sifter (2), and of Atbenio (3) the Standard- 
Bearer of Sedition, the Letters fcnt to Pompey^ 
and the Converfation between Tbeopbanes and Mem* 
inius. In Ihort, how have you raifed my Expcc^ 
tation concerning that diforderly (4) Entertainment ! 
my Curiofity is on the Stretch (5) about it. I dif- 
penfe however, with your writing me any Account 
of it, becaufe I chufe rather to have it from your 
own Mouth. 

You defire me not to be idle with my Pen. Ma- 
terials indeed grow upon my Hands, but our whole 
Syftem is as yet in a Ferment ; the Dregs are ftill up- 
pcrmoft (7). When thefe fhall fubfidc, I Ihall know 
better how to form a Judgment of what I am to 
handle. If I do not inftantly fend you what I 

(1) Orig. ^ol(rv^^*nni, Fi^v^ 'vocis/upp. Major eficacitas, 

(2) Orig^ ffothri^o^' Bubulis oculis pradit^t'yunoms. 

(3) Ctcero here cdMs ratiniuj by the Name of -<^/i6f«K?;r, who 
had raifed the Slave War in Sidiy, 

(4) Orig. da't>fyS(, Lafcinn, 

(5) Orig. oft/Vfwo«. Famelicus. 

(6) Orig. QV^ieocrhQv. Convi*vium, 

(7) Orig. Kar ovu^ t^'|. Per atawmmi fmit* fufp. nondum 
diftdit. 

Ha . write. 
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write, yet you (hall be the firft, and, for fotrie 
Time, the only Pcrfon, to whom I (hall communi- 
cate my Thoughts. You are in the right to lote 
DiCiearcbus^ he is a worthy, honeft Man, and, b/ 
far, a better Patriot than thofe Tyrants ( i ) of our* 
arc. I have wrote this Letter, at Four in the Af- 
ternoon, on the I ^th of Aprils as foon as I had resid 
yours. But I think of giving them« next Day, ta 
the firft Perfon I can find going your Way. My 
Wife is delighted with your Letters, and defires 
that you may know (he wifhes you fincerely well ;^ 
and Cicero the Philofopher fends his ComplimedU 
ta Titus the Politician (2). 






E P I S T. XL 

DO you not admire my Gravity ? I refufed to 
be a Spectator of the public Shows at Antium. 
For I thought it an Abfurdity (3) in Terms, for me^ 
who want to (hun even the Appearance of Pleafure,r 
to become, of a fudden, the Very Mirrour (4) of 
pleafurable, trifling. Travelling. I will therefore ex- 
pe6t you, till the 'jtb of May^ at FormiiC. Now 
let me know on what Day I am to fee you. Dated 
at Ten in the Morning, from the Appian-Markei, 
I fcnt off another, fome Time before^ from the 
three Taverns. 

(l^ Ortg. tt^ixaiafX^' Injufti mmgijiratus, 

(2) Orig. KmI KnU^ • f iXo0^fa« r«r voX^M^ Titw tifffrm^tta^, 
£i Gcero FJbiU/opim faiutat Titum RemfiAikam tra&Antim. 

(3) ^^^g' ovoooXoiKoy. SubabjurAim. 

(4) Orig^ maifmm^H /iffartrt. 

EPIST. 
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E P I S T- XII. 

I Can't help obferving to you, that while I zjn 
at FormUy I think myfdf out of the World. 
While I was at Antium^ there did not a Day pafs^ 
an which I was not better informed pf what was 
doing at Rome^ than they, who were on the Spot* 
For I learned ix%m your Letters, not only what 
was doing at Rom^y but what was palling all over 
the Empire ; I learned not only prefent Incidents, 
but future Events. But hejre I have not a Scrap 
of Information, but what I can pick up from fome 
accidental Traveller. Therefore, tho* I now expeft 
you in Perfon, yet I define that you will charge 
this Slave, whom I have ordered immediately to 
return to me, with a ponderous EpifUe filled not 
only wi]th what you do, but what you conjee- 
lijre. 

Let xne know the precife Day when you l^ve 
Jiame. I intend to remain at Forvi:^^ till the 6ik 
of May. If you cannot come hither before that 
Time, perhaps I fhall fee you at Rome. For why 
Jhould I invite you to Arpinum^ which, as Homer 
makes Ulyjfes fay, " is the rough Mother of a 
generous Breed, and all that my Soul can want 
or wifh ( I ).'* This, with my Compliments, i^ 
ail, . 

(l) Orig, Tfv^yjiC a^ dytt^ fot^fofo^. in vyttyt *Hc y»iiti 
X/NifMM yXvjCfp^por 4^' tiia^tu. ji/pera^ Jed borne pMironm mt- 
iftx i fUfiu hoc ttrra qmcqjMm dddui fojfum ajpicere, 
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E P I ST. XIIL 

HO W unfortunate is it, that nobody has deli- 
vered you that Letter which I wrote you from 
the three Taverns immediately (i) upon the Re- 
ceipt oF your moft agreeable Letters, You muft 
know the Reafon wa$, , that the Packet, into which 
I put it, was, that very Day on which I delivered 
it, carried to my Houfe in Rome^ and brought back 
to me at formiie. I have therefore ordered your 
Letter to be carried back to you, to inform 
you how agreeable yours to me was. You write 
iiie that all is quiet ^c Rome *, I thought as much. 
But, take my Word for it, it is not fo in the Coun- 
try. For even our Boors are impatient under the 
Tyranny of your great Men. If therefore you come 
5nto this Land (2) of Cannibals (3), I mean Formi^^ 
what a Clutter, what Inveftives will you hear I 
what a Hatred do they bear to the great Man ! 
His Title of Great is, I think, become lefs fafhion- 
able in his Name, as is the Epithet of Rich in that 
of Crajfus. Will you believe me ? I have hitherto met 
with no Perfon who bears all thofe Matters fo cool- 
ly as I do, I affure you, therefore, that 1 am now 
quite ;he Philofopher (4,) ; and I could be fworn 
that nothing is of fuch a Value as to difcompofe 
me. When you have received any Letters from 
the SicyonianSj poft to me at Formiit^ from whence 
I think of fetting out on the 1 6ib of May. 

{ 2) Orig. Tij^iirvXoi». Magnum urhim. 

(3) ^^^Z' AiMrpfyo»*w. Laftrygoniam* 

(4) ^^^Z' ?>^oao9*'fUf. Fhilojofhtmisr* 

EPIST. 
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E P I S T. XIV. 

HO W my Curiofity is raifed to know of the, 
Difcourfe of Bibulus^ and your Conference 
with the Ox-eyed Dame(i)! How I long likewife 
to hear concerning that fame pleafurable Entertain- 
ment ! Come to me then inftantly, that my thirfty 
Ears may drink in your Information. I think, 
however, I have, at prefent, nothing more to dread 
than, left, when Pompey fhall feel himfelf lafhed 09 
all Hands, when he fhall fee that he has been, all 
this Time, bulled in erefting a Bubble of a Build- 
ing (2), he Ihall throw all into Confufion. For 
my Part, I am fo worn out, that, give me buit 
the Eale in which my Days are now melting away^ 
I am contented to be a happy Slave (3), rather than 
enter the Lifts for Liberty, though fiufhed with 
Hopes of Succefe. 

You are conftantly advifing me to publifti, but 
that cannot be done* My Houfe, through the Re- 
fort of the Townfmen here, looks more like a Booth 
than a Country Retirement. How . much do the 
Vifits of the jEmilian Tribe (4) refemble the Doings 
at a Fair ! But how unequal is the Rcfort to any 
Booth to that of the jEmilian Tribe ! I don't talk 
of the Vulgar, nor am I plagued with the others 
after Ten o'Clock. You muft know, that Caius 
Arrius is my next Neighbour ; nay, we live, in a 
Manner, under the fame Roofs wd he tells me 

(i) Orig. &6«ir*Joc. Junonis, 

(2) Orig. iyayctTpf«rTif( Facile e^ertendas. 

(3) Orig. irrvfotniTa^ati* Sub tyranno ejfe. 

(4) Meaning the People o£Forma, who wcie cngmfccd up- 
99 ti^e jEmifian Tribe. 

H 4 fprfooth^ 
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forfooth, that he denies himfelf the Pleafure of go- 
ing to Rorne^ that he may have the Pleafure of 
talking Philofophy all Day with me. On the othef 
Hand ot me» I have Sebofus^ the fame who was 
the good Friend of Catulus. Heavens help me ! 
I would go direftly to Jrpinum^ were it not more 
convenient for me to w^t for you at Form^e^ at leaft 
till the 6ib of May. Pray conf^ler what Kind 
pf Men they are who have got Pofleffipn of my 
Ears *, what a fine Bargain might any one have of 
my Eftate here, while I am perfecuted with fuch 
Company. And yet I muft try to write, — a likely 
Story ! when that which I am to write requires great 
Thought and great Leifure, 1 (hall however en- 
deavour to fatisfy you, and will fpare no Pains for 
that Purpofe, 



h 

^ 
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I Perceive that public Affairs are as unfettled as 
you reprefcnt them to be in your Letter 5 and 
yet I am diverted with all the Variety of Difcourfes 
and Opinions. Por when I read your Letters I 
think I am at Rome \ and, as it happens in fuch im- 
portant Conjundhircs, I hear Ibmctimes one Thing, 
and Ibmctimes another. I cannot however be re- 
iblved how a Way can polTibly be found out to 
pafs the Jgrarian Law, to the Satisfaftion of every 
Body. As to the noble Spirit of Bibulus^ in put- 
ting oflf the Eleftion, what is there in it, farther 
than its difcovering his Sentiments, without fervihg 
his Country ? Well, then, our Hopes are in Clodius : 
With all my Heart \ let him be made a Tribune 

of 
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pf the People, were it for nothing elfe than to bringp 
you the fooner from Epirus. Vox I can by no Means 
fee how you can be without him, efpecjally if he ior 
lends to prolecute any Animofity againft me. But to 
be ferious, I make no Manner of Doubt but that you 
'would fly hither, Ihould any Thing of that Kind 
happen. Suppofing, however, that not to be the 
Cafe, yet whether he finks or faves his Country, I 
promife to myfelf the Entertainment of a charming 
Scene, provided you fit by me while I enjoy it- 
So juft as I am writing away, in conies Sebofus* 
I had not Time to blefs myfelf, when " your Ser- 
^* vant. Sir,*' fays Arrius. Now dofi't you think 
that this is a fine Retirement from Rome ? Who 
mufl: they be, whom I have left, when my Refuge 
is in fuch Animals as thefe ? For my Part, ** I'll 
•' hie me to my native HillS;^ and where my Cra- 
f* die rock'd," to fpeak in the poetical Stile. I vow 
if I cannot live by- myfelf^ Til rather herd with 
Boors, than with thefe very polite Gentlemen ; 
but ftill as you wr jte me nothing with Certainty^ 
concerning your Journey, I will wait fpr you at 
Forma *till the 3^ of May. 

My Wife takes it very kindly that you have beea 
{o afliduous and a£tive in her Affair with Mulvius^ 

_ ■ • - • 

Little does (he know that you defend the common 
Caufe of all who poflefs public Lands. You, how* 
ever, are to pay fomewhat of Rent, which (he rc- 
fufes to do. She joins in her Compliments to you^ 
Vfith Cicero^ my infant Patriot (i). 

(i) Orig. Kuii^ufp m^ialo^obnttfhuToi xaTg. Ciarofuer cfiitim* 
t^m JftuMofilJmm. 

EPIST, 
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E P I S T. XVI. 

I HAD fupped» andwasjuil beginning to dofe^ 
when, on the laft of Jpril^ I received your 
Packet, in which you mention the Partition of the 
Campanian Lands. You need not doubt that the 
News touched me fo as to banifh Sleep. I lay wak- 
ing, however, from mufing rather than Unc^nefs, 
^d the following Refledtions came into my Head. 

In the firft Place, as you had wrote me in former 
Letters, that a certain Friend of a certain Perfon 
told you, he was to propofe a Scheme, which 
nobody could oppofe, I was afraid of feme more 
important Affair ^ for this did not feem to me to 
anfwer that Defcription. But then again, it gave 
me fome Comfort to think to what a fine Pafs all 
this mighty Expeftation from the Campanian Divi- 
(ion is brought ; when fuppofing it to be divide4 
amongft 5000, no more than ten Acres can fall to 
every Man's Share. The Confequence of this muft 
t>e, their lofing the Hearts of all who are excluded 
from the Divifion. I again thought, that if there 
was a Thing that could fire the Minds of Men of . 
Property, which were already heated, it was this 5 and 
the rather becaufe the Cuftoms of I(aly being taken 
away, and the Campanian Eflates divided , fhe3V me 
a civil Revenue we have left, befides our twen- 
tieth (i), which in one blind Meeting will vanifh as 
foon as it fhall pleafe our Footmen to fet up a Cry. 

'i) This was a Tax paid upon the Purchafe or Manuxniflion 
f f Slaves, and run up in the Nature of our finking Fund, no| 
to be applied but when the Exigency was very prefung. 

A3 
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As to our Friend Pomfey^ I really know not what 
to make of him 

J^or noiv be touches not tbejlender Reed 
But blows the /welling Trumpet (i) 

To fuch Extremities he has let Matters rpn! For^ 
hitherto he pleaded (2) that he approved of Cafar*^ 
Laws^ but that defar himfelf ought to carry them 
into Execution ; that he was always for an Agrarian 
Law ; that it was no Affair of his whether it was 
acceded to by the Tribunes or not ; that he would^ 
with all his Heart, agree to any Propofal for finiftit 
ing the Bufinefs of the Egyptian King (3) ; that it 
was as little his Bufinefs to enquire whether BibuluM 
had gone thro' all the Ceremonies of the Aufpices % 
as to the Farmers of the Revenue, he would, with all 
his Heart, make that Body eafy \ that he could no( 
forefee or anfwer for the Event, if Bibulus fhould 
enter himfelf as a Party in the Forum. 

But now my Friend Pompey^ what do you fay to 
this Junfture? That you have fettled a Revenue 
for us (4) upon Mount Libanus^ but have deprived 
us of our Campanian Eftates ; and wliat, pray, hava 
you gained us by this ? I will keep you under, fay? 
he, by C^efar^s Troops. Not you, by Heavens, fq 
much by them, as by the Ingratitude of thofe whom 
we call Men of Property ; Men who never have re- 
paid, who never have thanked, me for my Services^ 

^enfft ^o^iuii oi'ci^, Spirat tnim nonjam exilibus tibiolis, fed immO" 
nibus tihiis fine ligula. 

(2) Orig, i<7o^i^iTo. Cavillabatur. 

(3) This related to the Difpute concerning the Succeffion to 
the Crown of Egypt, 

(4) This alludes to the Con<}ueiU of Pmfiy in the Eaft. 

I nav. 
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Bay, not for my Speeches. Should I beftir myfclf 
againft that Party, I fhould, take my Word for it, 
find Means to raife an Oppofition. My whole 
Scheme of Life, however, at preient, is this, that 
as your Friend Dic^arcbus is diametrically oppofite 
to my Friend Tbeopbrafius^ the firft preferring an 
9Aive(i), the other a fpcculative (2) Life, I will, 
by my Condu£t, recoacile both. I imagine I have 
already fuffictendy hthfied Dic^earcbus '^ it is there- 
fore Time for me to pay the fame Regard to a 
Sed, which not only allows me to repofe, but 
blames me forever labouring. Therefore, my Friend, 
kt us ply to thofe delightful Studies ; let us, at laft, 
turn to the Path, from whence we ought never to 
bave departed. 

As to what you write concerning your Letter from 
my Brother ^uiniusy his to me was likewife very gro- 
tefque(3), fo that I know not what to make of it. 
For in his firft Lines ones Heart is touched in hear- 
ing him bewail the Condition of his Dwelling-houfe, 
and then, dropping that, he begs of me to revife 
and publifh his Annals. I wiih, however, that you 
would mind what he writes concerning the Duties 
upon Carriages, from one Place to another within 
the Province ; he fays, that he has been advifed to 
refer the Thing to the Senate. He had, it feems, 
not feen my Letter ^ in whi^h, after Deliberation and 
Enquiry, I wrote him that thofe Duties ought not 
to be levied. In cafe any of the Greeks arc come 
•0 Rome upon that Bufinefs from jifia^ I defire 

(ll Orig. Tov WficuSuL09 ffiwf. Vitam qu^e in rehus agendii vtrfatux* 
(2) Ortg. Toy dci/^vlixoy. S^tut in rtrum contemfUtiottg . 
(3; Orig, v^Mf Hw 1m%%wt M. Ante le9, a tergoque, SiC. 

thl(t 
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that jrou will give them a Meeting, and lay hdofc 
thcm^ if you pleafe, my Sentiments on that Head. 
If I can get from hence, rather than that an excellent 
Caufe (hould perilh in the Senate, I will fatisfy 
the Farmers of the Revenue; if othcrwife ( i ), betwixt 
you and me, I would rather pleafe all JJ!a^ and the 
Merchants who are fd very much interefted in thh 
Matter^ and that, in my Opinion, is our Gain. Bac 
that I leave to you. 

But now as to the Queftors, what do they fay ta 
the Payments in the Jfian Currency ? For if aftcf 
we have tried every Thing, this fhould be found 
the only Expedient, I had rather take that than no* 
thing. I hope to fee you at Arpinumy and I will 
entertain you with our Country Cheer, fmce you are 
out of Love with the Sea-CoalL 
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WE L L) *tis as you write, Pompey turns evei^ 
Thing topfey-turvy, and we are to fear ttc 
worft. He makes wide Strides to Supremacy {%y 
What elfe can you make of his extraordinary Mar- 
riage, his dividing the Campanian Lands, and this 
Profufion of public Money ? Did Matters reft here^ 
yet ftill they have gone too far. But the Nature of 
Things is fuch,.that they cannot reft here. As 
there is nothing in all this Management that can 
recommend it of itfelf, they never would have gone 
fo far, had it not been to open a deteftable Acceis 
to farther Views of Ambition. Immortal Gods! 

(i) Orig, CI M fAii. Sin autem. 

(2f) Qrig. 0^9itrf*atf( Ttf^oMfUW 0'v^xi«i{f?»i. AfttUtyanmdim 

But 
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But as you write, we Ihall have ftudied Philofophy 
to fine Purpofe -, if, when we meet at Arpinum about 
the I otb ot May J we fhall (hed Tears at fuch a Pro- 
fpc6t. No, let us talk the Affair cooly over. 

And yet I do not now, as formerly, take Com- 
fort in Hope (I), fo much as in Indifference (2), and 
an Indifference too, to which I am a Stranger in all 
Concerns but thofe that are public and political. 
But let me confefs the Truth, (for it is a fine thing 
for a Man to know his own Foibles,) every vain^ 
every afpiring. Sentiment (3) about me is flattered 
by this State of Affairs. Nothing ufed to mortify 
tne fo much, as the Fear that, 600 hundred Years 
hence, Pompey's Services to his Country fhould be 
thought greater than mine. But now, furely, I need not 
have any fuch Apprehcnfion; for he is fo low in public 
Efteem, that the meaneft Wretch feems a Patriot* 
compared to him (4). But of this we'll talk, when 
we meet together. For it feems to me that you will 
be at Rome before me, which I will be glad of, if it 
is convenient for you. If this (hould happen as you 
write, I beg that you would fifh out of ^beopbanes 
how I ftand with Pompey (5). You may take your 
bwn dextrous (6) Way of doing this, and let me 
have it as a Rule (7) for my Conduft. Some Con- 



(1) Orig, ivt>mia[\a, BonaJ^s. 

(2) Orig. dhaifo^ia. In neutram partem inclinatio, 

(3) Orig. c^iX^I»{«r. A gloria cufiditaU alienum. 

(4) Orig. Jacet emm iUe fie ut pnetis Curiana ftart <uideatitr. 
This 18 one of Cicero*% dcfpcratc ^^aflkges. His Meaning, how- 
ever, is very clear. 

(5) Orig. Jiabarches. 

((>) Orig. xecld r^ KvhfMHxw' Accurate, 
(7) ^^'£' vVeOnxii^. Documentn. 

jedurcs 
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jedures from his Hints may 
State of Aflfairs in general ( i). 
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I HAVE received from you fome Letters, m 
which I can fee how earneftly, how impatiently^* 
you long to hear News of the Public. We are befct 
on all Hands. It is now paft all Doubt that we muft 
be Slaves ; and though Slavery is incomparably the 
greateft Evil, yet we account it lefs than Death or 
Banifliment, which we daily dread. Now the State 
of public Affairs is this, that every Body groans 
with his Sorrows, but nobody gives them Vent in 
Words. The Scheme (2), I believe, of thofe wha 
are at the Helm, is to exhauft the civil Revenue To 
much, as to leave nothing to be given hereafter. 
Young Curio {^) is the only one who fpeaks againfty 
and avowedly oppofes, thofe Meafures. He meets 
with Peals of Applaufe, with the moft honourable 
Compliments, in the Forum, and with many Inti^ 
mations of Friendfhip from our Men of Propertyy 
while Fufius is followed with Houtings, HifTes and 
Reproaches. 

All this, you fay, does not prefent a very com- 
fortable Profpeft ; but how much more woful is ity 
when we confider, that the Spirit of our Country- 
men is unbraced,- and their Virtue choaked ! You* 
will now, perhaps, teaze me, by enquiring after 

ft ) Ong, fn^) TfcF cXaif. De fumma rerum. 

(2) Ori^ eiLow6i Scopus. 

(3) This was a favourite Slave of Cicero's Brother ^mntus^ 
tnd was the Caufeof all the Complaints againfl his Mailer's 
Govemment. 

Particulars^j 



iii CICEROV EPISTLES 

Particulars (i^; but take this a^ the Summary of thef 
whole ; There is not a Shadow of Hope of future 
Liberty for private Perfons, nay not for Magi- 
ftrates. And yet, melancholy as our Situation is,^ 
we talk more freely than ever in our Cabals and En- 
tertainments. Sorrow begins to get the better of 
Fear ; every Thing, however, is in a moft defpe- 
rate Condition. There is likewife an Article in the 
Campanian Law, which obliges i\\ Candidates pub- 
licly to fWcar to their own Damnatioif, if ever they 
fliall fo much as propofe to alter it from the Form 
in which it has been left by Ciefar. Almoft every 
body has readily uken this Oath i Laterenfii i^ 
thought to have adted with Prudence in giving up his 
Pretences to the Tribuneflrip, rather than take it. But 
indeed I have no great Pleafure of writing farther of 
public Matters ; it hurts me, and I do it with Pain ; 
I fupport myfelf, not inglorioufly, confidering oOr 
general Wreck, though far unequally to my former 
Actions. 

Citfar very genteely invites me to accept of the 
Poft of being his Lieutenant. I may likewife have 
a free Legation for performing a Vow. But this 
does not fufficiently proteA me againft the Impu- 
dence of ClodiuSj and it fends me from Rome when 
iny Brother comes to it. 

The Legatelhip is fafcr, and at the lame Time 
does not bar me from coming to Rome^ when I 
have a Mind. I hold it, but do not think I (hall 
fife it. That, however, is a Secret to all but you. I 
don't love to retreat, I long to be in Adtion. Some 
People are greatly difpofed^ — but I fay nothing for 
certain,- nor do you repeat any Thing. 

(i) Ori£. fcMXi^ih* Wnutattm. 

I fretted 
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1 fretted indeed at the Manumiflioh of Statius^ 
and fomc other Matters, but I am now grown quite 
callous to every Thing of that Kind. I wifh for 
your Prefence, that I may have both Counfel and 
Comfort J but keep yourfelf in fuch Rtadinefs, as^ 
if I bellow out for you, you may fly to my Aff 
fiftance. 



tJ^mtm^hmmmmmt^mm^m^m^limmmmmmmt,^ 



E P I S T. XIX, 

1AM troubled at many Things, both on Ac* 
count of this general Combuftion in the States 
and the Millions of Dangers which enyiron myfelf. 
But| nothing gives me greater Pain than the Manu* 
miffion of Statius^ ** That he (hould difdain my Au- 
•* thority (i\ that he fhould even have no Regard ioi 
** my Difpleafurc/* I am at a Lofs how to behave^ 
yet the Matter makes moreNoife than it ought. As 
IFor my Part, I cannot be fo much as out of Hu- 
mour with thofe whom I love, though this gives me 
great, and fenfible, Concerni 

But now as to Aflfairs of greater Confequence. I 
bear with Indifference the Threats of Clodius^ and 
the Difficulties I am to ftruggle with. I think 1 
am able to encounter them with the greatefl Ho- 
nour, or to decline them without the lead Difcredit. 
As to my Honour, youMl perhaps fay, that it has 
been long enough at Grafs (2); Think, rtiy Friend 
of your Safety*'. How unhappy is it, that yoU 
will not come hither, you would then fee through 

(i) Thefe arc the Words of Dimipho, in the Phermh of 7i- 
tfnce^ when he complains of his Son's Conduct. 

(2) Orig* Dices forttjft difftitatis iui (/atis) twtfttam ifAi 

I every 
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every Thing. I am not, perhaps, fo quick-fighted ^i ), 
I am even, too honed to thrive in this World (2). 

You muft know, then, that never was there any 
thing fo infamous, never was there any thing fo ge- 
nerally diftafteful to all Kinds, Orders, and Ages of 
Men, as our prefent Situation of Affairs is. It is more 
fo than I could have wiflied, nay than I could have 
believed it to be ; for our Men in Power have taught 
even the mod modeft of their Countrymen to hifs 
at their Conduft. Bibulus is extolled to the Skies, 
but I know not for what. He is cried up as the 

only Man 

• # 

TVho faves bis Country by Retreat. 

My darling Pompey gives me great Concerh in his 
being the Executioner of his own Popularity. He 
has not a Follower. I am afraid that he muft 
now continue conneftcd with Csefar and Crajfus^ 
through Dread, as well as Inclination. For my 
Part, I do not oppofe that Party, becaufe I-was once 
his Friend ; nor do I approve of all they do, for 
fear of giving the Lie to all I have done, I obferve 
a Mean. 

The People difcover their Sentiments chiefly at the 
Theatre, and in the public Diverfions. JFor in the 
Shew of Gladiators, he, who exhibited them (3), and 
all his Friends, were foundly hiffed. At the ^poK 
linarian Plays (4), the tragedian Dipbilus run out 

againfl: 

(2) Orig. rvfpXurlu' C^ctitio. 

(:) Orig, ru ftaXf v^oavrivo^a. Erga honeflum fum affeBui^ 

(3) This was Gakmius^ a great Friend to Cdtfar and Hompey, 
{4) Valerius Maximus tells us, that Pompey was aftually prefent 

at thcTc nays, and that the Player pointed to him when he pro- 
nounced the Words in quellion. 1 own I cannot find the In- 

confiftcncy 
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^Agalnft oar Friend Pompey with great Infolcnce. He 
was forced a thoufand Times to repeat the Expref- ' 
lion, " To our fad Experience art thou great." The 
whole Theatre rung with Applaufes when he oiipc 
to that Paflage, " The Time will come, when you 
.** (hall heavily bemoan the Pre-eminence you are 
** now proud of(i).** And thus the whole Play 
went on. You would fay that the Speeches of it had 
been compofed by fome Enemy to Pomp^ to fit the 
Occafion. There was a Thunder of Applaufe and 
Clappings when the Player repeated, " If you art 
** above all Law and Virtue." Cafar was received 
with a faint Applaufe. He was followed by the 
younger Curio^ who was received with as much Ap- 
plaufe as uled to attend Pompey^ when he returned 
from his great Services to the State. This gave no 
fmall Difquiet to Cafar. It is faid that he has wrote 
to Pompey at Capua. They were difpleafed with 
thofe knights, who rofe up while they were clap* 
ping CuriOy and they declared War againft the whole 
World. They threatened Deftruftion even to the 
Rcfcian{2)h3LWj and that concerning Provifions^ 
It mull be confefled, that every thing is turned 
upfide down. I would, with all my Heart, that their 
CpAdudt ftiould pafs without any Noife •, but that I 

cdnfiilency fo much talked of between our Author and Fa/i- 
rius J fincc nothing in this Paffage is abfolutely conclufivc that 
Pompey was at Capua during the Exhibition of the Plays. 

(i) When we compare this Paflage with the Fate oi Pompey 
which followed afterwards, we cannot help concluding, that tht 
Romans were at this Time perfeftly fenfible of the Superiority 
ofGenids and the ambitious Views of Ocfar, 

(2) By this Rofcian Law, a Place was aliigned for the Romem 
Knights at the public Diverfions. The Law for the Difbibu- 
tion of Pro/ifions, appointed a certain Quantity of Corn cither 
to be rimitted to the People, or to be difljibuted amongll 
Chem. 

I 2 ^n\ 
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am afraid is not praflricablc. The People now 
think the Burthen they are laid under to be intole- 
rable. But the general Voice is now united, not 
through Hopes of Relief, but Hatred of Per- 

fons. 

As to my Friend Clodius^ he is my avowed Ene- 
my ; he threatens my Deftruftion, and he is now 
about an Affair which will make you fly to my 
Affiftance. I flatter myfelf, that the confular Band 
of Patriots who have hitherto proteftcd me, even- 
of thofe who are little more than lukc-warm, are 
ftill firm in my Interefl:. Pompey gives me extra- 
ordinary Intimations of his Friendfhip. He even* 
aflfures me, that Ciodius will make no Propofition 
againft me. But in this I am not to be deceived^ 
though Pfimpey is. 

I am invited to accept the Pofl: of the dcceafed 
Cofconius {i)\ a Pofl: which is the fame as if I 
fliould fucceed to all the Demerit of the deceafedy 
and which, bcfides making me fcandalous with the 
Public, is entirely incompatible with my Safety (2)^ 
That Commiffion is hated by all Patriots, and 
fiiould I aft in it, I mufl: take upon myfelf another 
Man's Demerits with my Friends,, without leflfea- 
ing the Load of Envy I have contrafted from the 
Profligate. Cafar invites me to be his Legate^, 
which is a more honourable Shelter from Danger. 
But at this Time I am againfl: accepting it. Well^ 
what am I to do ? I chufe to fight it out ; yet am 
I come to no certain Refolution. I repeat it, I wifli 

(0 He had been Pnetor, and was one of the Conuniflionei^ 
for the Agrarian Law. 

;2) Orig, afffa?iitat. Sictiritatnt, 

that 
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that you were here -, I will, however, call upon you 
if I am under an abfolute Neceffity. 

What can I write, what can I fay more ? The 
Republic is infallibly ruined. There is no dif- 
fcmbling(j) it longer, I write this with ahafty, and 
by Heavens with a trembling. Hand. If, after 
this, I fhall find a faithful Bearer, I will write you 
«very thing at large -, butfuppofing I only give you 
Hints, you will cafily underftand them. In fuch Let- 
ters, I (hall be L^tlius and you (hall be Furius. 
Every thing clfc fhall be aenigmatical (2). 1 am 
here applying with great Care to the Patronage and 
Friendfliip of Caciliuf. I underftand that you have 
received the Protefts oi Bibulus{^) 5 they give our 
Friend Pomfey great Difplcafure and Concern. 
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IH A V E obeyed your Pleafure, by being, as far 
as I could, in all Refpedls, ferviceable to Jnica^ 
lus. I received Numejiius with Pleafure into the 
Number pf my Friends upon your recommending 
him fo warmly. I am as obliging as I po(ribly 
can to Cacilius \ I am pleafed with Varro ; I am 
the Friend and Darling of Pompey. ** Do you be- 
lieve him (incere, fay you ?'* I anfwer, yes. He 
has thoroughly convinced me that he is. But as I 

(1) Orig, aKitfifM^. DiJJimulamus. 

(2) Ong, ir;a»«i7f40K. In ^enigmatibus . 

(3) He w^sCr/ars Colleague in the Confulfliip, and find- 
ing all his Oppofition to Car/ar\ Adlions tended only to en- 
danger his own Life, he Ihut himfclf up in his Houfc,' and 
was fatisfied with publifhing thundering Protefts againft all the 
Proceedings of the Government. 

I 3 perceive 



I 
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perceive your Men who know the World, in all 
their Hiftories, Rules, and even Verfes, enjoia 
Caution and Diftruft, I make it a Point to be cau- 
tious, though at the fame Time I cannot help be- 
ing convinced he is finccre. Clodius perfifts in his 
Thrcatenings againft me -, Pomfey aflures me there 
is no Danger \ he fwears to this, and that he'll even 
(lake his own Life againft the leaft Violence that 
ihall be offered to me. The Thing is now in Agi- 
tation, and ril let you know as foon as any Mea-^ 
fare is refolved on. If I muft enter into Action, I 
muft call upon you to bear a Part. If I am fuffered 
to remain quiet, I will not difturb your Repofe at 
your Jmalihea. 

I will give you but a very few Hints concerning 
public Matters ; for I am now even afraid that the 
l^apers (hall betray me. Therefore if I keep any 
farther Correfpondence with you, I muft wrap it 
up in Allegories ( I ). In the mean while, let m^ 
tell you, the State is dying of a new Kind of a Ma- 
lady. The Symptoms are, that every Body joins in 
condemning, complaining of, and crying over, our 
prefent Meafures •, they talk loud, their Groans are 
diftinftiy heard ; and yet nobody ftirs to the Relief 
cf the Public, I am of Opinion that Oppofition 
would be attended with a Maflacre ; nor can I fee 
where our farther Yielding can end, but in pub- 
lic Ruin. The Applaufe and Approbation of Man- 
kind have elevated Bibulus to the Skies •, his Protcfts 
are read, his Harangues are repeated every where. 
His may be called a new Path to Popularity, for 
nothing is now fp grateful to the People a3 Invec- 

(?) Orig<, A^^«7o^l«K• Alkgoriis^ 

tlVCS 
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tivcs againft their Patrons. I tremble to think on - 
the Explofion that all this muft make. But when 
the Mifts Ihall begin to difpel, Til write you more 
fully. 

If you love me, as I know you do, keep your- 
felf in Readinefs to fly to my Affiftance the Moment 
I call upon you. But I have taken, and will take, Care 
to give you no unncceffary Difturbance. There is 
no Occafion for your changing your Name into that 
of Furius. I fhall "be Lalius and you Atticus. But 
I will correfpond lyith you neither by my own 
Hand- Writing, nor under my Seal, at leaft, if the 
Subjcft Ihould be of fuch a Nature as that I would 
not wifli it to fall into ftrange Hands. Dicdotus is 
dead, and has left me about 600 Pounds. Bibulus^ 
in a bloody, farcaftical Proteft, has adjourned the 
confular Eleftions, to the 1 8/^ of OSiober. I have 
received the Books of Vibius. He is a wretched - 
Poet, but yet the Man has fome Knowledge, and 
is of fome Ufc ; I will tranfcribe them and fend 
them back. 
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WH A T (hall I write you concerning my reai 
Sentiments of public Affairs ? All is ruined, 
and in this Cifcumftance they are more wretched 
than you left them, that the Tyranny of the State 
at that Time feemed to be relilhed by the People, 
and though difrelifhed by the Patriots, yet it did 
not threaten any very ruinous Confequenccs. But at 
prefent, it is held in fuch univerfal Abhorrence that 
I tremble to think where the Ball will burft. For we 

I 4 have 
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have experienced the Paffionand Pride of thofe, wh6, 
from their Rancour to Cato^ have ruined every 
thing. But they have difpatched us with a Poifoti 
fo flow, that we feem to expire without a Pang. At 
this Time, however, I am afraid left the Flame 
ihould be again blown up by the Hifies of the Peo- 
ple, the Speeches of Patriots, and the Difcontents 
of Ilaly, For my Part, as I h^ve often told you, 
I was in hdpes that the Wheel of Government 
would turn round in fuch a Manner as that we 
could fcarcely hear its Noife, or fee its Mark; and 
Matters had pafled fo, if People could have waited 
*tili the Storm was blown over j but having long 
fighed in private, they then groaned, and then fpoke 
out, and at laft became clamorous. 

1 hus our Friend, unufed to Difgrace, accuftom^d 
to Applaufe, and borne on a Tide of Glory, is now 
altered in his Countenance, broken in his Spirit, and 
to what Hand he fhouid turn he knows not. Should 
he go forward, he rufhes headlong*, (hould he retreat, 
his Footing is flippery. The Worthy hate him, the 
Profligate do not love him. But to fliew you the 
Tender nefs of my Heart, I could not refrain from 
Tears, when on the 25^b of July^ I faw him de- 
claiming againft: the Protefts of Bibulus ; he, I fay, 
who before ufed.to appear with fo much Pomp in that 
Place, poflefled of the People's Applaufe, and the 
Aflfedkions of Mankind ; how mean, how abjeft 
did he then appear! His Figure was (hocking to the 
By-ftanders, nay to himfelf. His Appearance could 
be pleafing only to Crajfus (i) ; it could be agreea- 

(i) Gv^/ hated Pomfty perfonally, though he was at this 
Time politi^y copncOpd with him. 
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blc to none befides. He Teemed not to htve been 
let down, but to have been flung from, the Firma- 
ment of his Glory. 

Suppofing an jlpelles were to fee his Venus, or k 
Frotcgenes hi* Jalyfus (i) bedaubed with Mortar, 
we may imagine what Pain the ArtiA would feel; 
and I own it gave me equal Concern when I faw 
fhe Man, whom I had painted out with all the Co- 
loun, whom I had adorned with all the Touches, 
of my Eloquence, thus fuddenly disfigured j while, 
•t the fame Time, every, Body thought, from the 
ASaxT of Clodins, that I owed him no Friend (hip i 
but my Love is of fuch a Nature, that it could not 
be drained by any Injury. As a Proof of what I 
'have been faying, the People are fo fond of the 
bloody Protefts of Bihulus againft him, that the 
Street, where they are ftuck up, is unpaflabic 
through the Crouds of People who read them. A$ 
to Pompfif, he feels them fo much, that he pine* 
away with Fdn. By Heavens, I can't help faying, 
that they gave me Pain too, both, becaufe they tor- 
ture the Perfon whom I have always befriended, 
and becaufe I fear, left a Man fo over-bearing, fo 
terrible in Aftion, and fo unufcd to Affronts, (hould 
^ve his whole Soul up to gratify his Refentment 
and Fadion. 

"What will become of Bihulus I know not. As 
Things ftand, he is at the Top of Glory. For, af- 
ter he had adjourned the Eicftions to the Month of 
OSeier, a Meafure, that ufed to be very difagree- 
:dDle to the common People, C^e/ar endeavoured, 
by his Speeches, to fpirit them up againft Bihulus, 
But, after he had thrown out a great many uncon* 

(i) Thefe were two famoot Fi&ini among the Andents. 

fiitU; 
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(titutional ExpreflTions, he could not fqueeze a An- 
gle Word from the Aflembly. In Ihort, the Party 
perceives that they are impopular with all Men, and 
for that Reafon I am the more afraid of Violence, 

Clodius continues to be my Enemy, and Pompey 
to afTure me that he will do nothing againft me. 
It is dangerous for me to believe him, and there- 
fore I make myfelf ready for Aftion. I hope thjtt I 
have, on my Side, the warm Affections of all our 
Orders, and chat I (hall have your Alliftance when I 
require it, efpecially when it becomes neceflary to 
my Affairs. If I fhall then fee you, I (hall receive 
a great Addition of Prudence and Spirit, nay oi 
Safety. Varra gives me Contentment, Pompey 
fpeaks as if he were infpired, and I hope that even 
I fhall make my Retreat with great Glory, or at 
leaft without much Difhonour. Pray let me know 
how you are employed, what are your Diverfions, 
and what you have done with the Sicyonians. 
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HOW do I wi(h you had ftayed at Rome ! I protefl 
you fhould have flayed, had I known what was 
to happen. For we fhould eafily have managed Clo- 
dius (i), at kaft we fhould have been able to have 
formed a Judgment of his future Proceedings. The 
Matter ftands thus at prefent. He runs foaming 

about i 

^i) Orig, NampttlcMIumnoJtrum/aci/Iiffu tenerimus. Monfiear 
Si, kfa/f and Monfieur Mongau/t tranflate this Expreffion^ 
Jim govemerhnsfaciUment Clodius, 

It appears from this Pailaee, as I haye tranflated it, how 
great an Opinion our Author liad of Kis Friend's Abilities in 
the Management of Parties. We cannot^ howcYer» help obferv* 
ia{9 that urriv fomttiBies requires of Jaioif, certain Servicei 

whkh 
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about ; his Steps are unfteadjr ; he feems ready to 
fly on all he meets, and whatever Chance throws 
in his Way, dircdts his Motions, When he calh 
his Eyes upon the Government, which is now fo 
generally detefted, he feems to point his Attack that 
Way -, but turns fhort upon us as foon as he reflefts 
upon their Interefts, and the Strength of their Ar- 
my (i). As to my Part, he threatens me both 
with Force and Law. 

Pompey has dealt with him, and, as I had it from 
himfelf, (for I have it from no body elfe) he has 
dealt with him in great earneft. He reprefented to 
him, that he, Pompey^ fliould be thought the moft 
treacherous, the moft infamous of Mankind, if \ 
fhould be endangered by the Man, into whofc 
Hands he put the Swqrd, by fufFering him to be en- 
rolled amongft the Commons : That he had Affu* 
r^ces concerning me, both from him (Clodius) and 
jlppius : That it they did not ftand to their Word, he 
would proceed, in a Manner, that Ihould convince 
all the World, that he regarded nothing fo much 
as the long Continuance of his Friendlhip with me. 
Pompey added, that, after he had talked a great 
deal to the fame Purpofe, againft which Clodius had 
many and long Objections, he at laft gave Pompey hi| 
Hand, and aflured him, that he would do nothing a* 

which were not quite agreeable to the Charafter of a Gentle- 
man ; fach as pumping thofe whom he vifited and (lood well 
with, for their fecrets, that he might reveal them to our Au- 
ihor. I am afSraid there is fomewhat of that Kind, hinted at 
in this PafTage ; bccaufe, when we compare it with many other 
PaiTages in thofe Letters, we cannot help concluding, that one 
of the moft important Pieces of Friendfhip which our Authof 
cxpefted of j^//iV»j was, that the latter (hould be a fecret Spy 
for him ppon the Condudt and Converfation of the Friends q( 
Ciodius, 

( I ) Alluding to two Legions which Ctfar commanded U 
^iitf^ and which he afterwards carried to GW. 
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g^nft his Pleafure. Notwithftanding this, hehascon*- 
Cinued his Invectives agsunil me with great Rancour ; 
but indeed I fhould not have trufted him, though 
he had done otherwife, and I (hould have uken the 
feme Meafures^ I now take, for my Defence. My 
Condud, at prefent, is fuch« that I daily make 
AccefTions of Popularity and Intereft, without my 
meddling, in any Shape, with public Affws. I 
apply myfelf afliduoufly to the Bar, and to my Bu- 
finefs in the Forum. This, I perceive, gives won- 
derful Satisfaction, not only to my Clients, but to 
the People. The Refort of Company^ to my 
Houfe, is great ; they diftinguifli me with Honour 
on the Streets, the Glory of my Confullbip rifes 
frefh to their Remembrance, and every Thing givea 
me Intimations of their AflFedtions. Upon die 
whole, I am in hopes that I (hall foon be in a Con, 
dition not to decline the Combat that is offered me. 
Now is the Time that I (land in need of your Ad* 
vice, your Affeftion, and your Friendfhip. Fly 
therefore to my Affiftance ; I can do great Matters 
by means of Varro (^\ which, when you prompt 
him, will be more effeftual. We can then draw, 
we can then learn, from Clodius himfelf, many 
Things which muft come to your Knowledge. Many 
Things — But where is theNeceffity of Particulars ?— 
Once for all, come to me. You may depend upon 
one Thing, that every Particular (hall be explained 
when I fee you. It muft be before Clodius enters 
upon his Magiftracy *, for that is the moft material 
Point. I am of Opinion, if you were here, you 
might make ufe of his Sifter to put Crajfus upon 

(3) He was the moft learned of all the Romans ^ and was now 
a Favourite with Fomfey, He had been i£dile> and was looked 
upon to be a h£ng Man in the Govenunent. 

founding 
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foonding Fompey, and then you might learn, frons 
her(i)» how they ftand affedled towards me, and 
this would fecurc me from Difquiet, or at leaft 
from Miftake. I fhall afterwards lay before yoit 
whatever Regards my Intention, my Danger, and 
my Situation. 

I have nothing to write to you concerning public 
Affairs, but to inform you of the great Averfion of 
the Public to our all-engrofling Fadion, but na 
hope of Change. You may eafily conceive, that 
Pompey is out of Humour with himfqlf» and heartily 
repents of his Condu£i» I cannot diftinAly forefee 
th& Event, but there muft be a Difcharge fome 
where. I have fent you back the Works of AUx^ 
andeTj who is a flovenly Fellow, arid a very indiffe- 
tcnt Poet, but not entirely without his Merit, i 
have, with Pleafure, received Numerius Nunieftiu$ 
amongft the Number of my Friends y I have Expe-* 
rience of his Learning, his Wifdom> and how welt 
he deferves your Recommendation. 
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I Believe this is the firft Letter you ever had from 
me, that was not written by my own Hand. 
From whence you may conclude how much I am 
diftraAed with Bufinefs. For, I had not a lei« 
fure Moment ; and, when to put myfelf in Wind (2)^ 

(i) Orig, /SoJvir. Junonem, 

(2) Orig, Recreanda 'vocula caufa. From lhis> and Other 
Pafiages it appears, that Gcero^ and the Andents, ufed to 
walk in order to open their Lungs, which was of vaft Advap* 
tag^ to their Voice. 

I was 
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I was taking a Turn, I diftatcd this Letter in mf 
"Walks- In the firft Place, I want you Ihould 
know, that our Friend Pompey is heartily fick of 
his Condition, and that he would gladly wifli to 
be re-inftated in the Place from whence he is fallen ; 
that he has made me the Confident of his melan- 
cholly Reflcftions, and fometimes pofitively afks 
my Advice how they can be cured. But indeed I 
can give him none. In the next Place, you muft 
know, that all the Leaders, and Confederates of 
that Party, are, of thcmfelvcs, dwindling away 
without an Oppofitiori, and never was there a Time 
when People were more united than they now are, 
both in Sentiments and Speeches. 

As to my own Part (for I know you expeft to 
be informed of that Particular) I affift at none of 
their public Counfels, and I dedicate myfelf entire- 
ly to the Bufinefs and Labours of the Forum. From 
whence you may eafily imagine, that I have fre- 
quent Opportunities of hearing my former Aftions 
mentioned, with the warmed Wilhes that the fame 
Patriot Scene (hould now be re-afted. But the 
Brother of our Ox eyed Dame (2), throws out, 
and threatens dreadful Things -, he denies in- 
deed all to Pompey^ but, to every Body elfe, be 
makes a Merit of his Menaces. Therefore, (if you 
love me, as you really do,) if you are fleeping, 
awalve ; if you are (landing, move -, if you are 
moving, run ; if you are running, fly. It i^ 
incredible how much I rely upon your confum- 
mate Sagacity and Wifdom, upon you Friend- 
Ihip and your Honour. The Importance of the 
Subjedt perhaps requires a long Detail, but fo 

(2) Orig, SedBovviio^. (JuKcnis) rcjlra c%nfanguweus, 

clofcly 

'V 
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dofely conhefted are our Sentiments, that a Word 
is fufficicnt. It is a mod important Point to mc 
for you to be at Rome^ as foon as Clodius is declared 
Tribune, if you cannot be there at the Election. I 
wi(h you welL 
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Nothing could be more prefling, nothing could 
be more earneft for your coming hither, than 
the Letters I wrote you by Numeftius. Add, if you 
can. Wings to that Swiftnefs (i). Take not, how- 
ever, this Importunity amifs ; for I know how 
much you are my Friend ; I know how foUicitous, 
how anxious your AfFeftions are ; but the Matter I 
hope will not be fo bad in the Event, as it is in the 
Report. Vciiius^ (2) the fame who is my Spy, as I 
have learn'd, had promifed C^far^ that the younger 
Curio (hould fall under Sufpicibn of Mal-pra£lice$. 
Having therefore infinuated himfelf into an Intima- 
cy with the young Man, and, as appears, had many 
Meetings with him, he went fo far as to inform 
him, that he defignM to let loofe his Slaves upon 
Pompey^ and to murder him. Curio carry 'd this to 
his Father, who difcovered it to Pompey. 

The Matter was brought into the Senate-houfe, 
where Vettius appeared. At firft he denied, that he 

(1) Orig, xi%iVff\,9, Hortationem. 

(2) I own that this, amongft many other Circumftanccs, 
gives mc ftrong Sufpicions, that we know but half the Story 
ofCatilittis Confpiracy, and of the Deaths of the Confpiratorv 
This rettiuSf upon whom by the by, Cicero reliod for Intelli- 
gence, appears, from Cicero's own Words, here to have been 
a Fellow htted for any Villany, and no Manner of Credit ought 
to have been given to his Evidence^ 

had 
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bad ever any Converfation with Curio j but he foon 
chang'd his Note> for he immediately demanded 
to be admitted an Evidence, which was eafily 
granted* He then informed the Houfe, that Curia 
was at the Head of a Confpiracy of young Men, ia 
ivhich Paulus originally entered with Sluintus C^- 
fio^ Brutus^ and Leniutus^ the Son of the Flamen^ 
and that too with his Father's Privacy, He then 
faid, that Cuius Septimius brought him a Dagger 
from Bibulus. The Senate laughed at all this Stuff, 
and at the Abfurdity of Vetiius being without a 
Dagger, unlefs the Conful had given him one. A- 
nother Circumftance concurred to difcredit the In- 
formation with the Houfe, which was, that, on the 
i^tb of May J Bibulus had put Pompey on his 
Guard againft Treachery, for which he had Pom^ 
pej\ Thanks. The younger Curio was brought in, 
and fpoke to all that Vettius had advanced, and con- 
founded his Accufer upon one Circumftance, which 
was, his laying, the young Men intended to attack 
Pompey in the Porum^ with the Gladiaiors of Gabi" 
niuSj and that Paulus was to lead them on ; when 
it appeared, that, at that very Time, Paulus was 
in Macedonia. The Senaie decreed, that Vettius^ 
having confefled his Wearing a Weapon, (i) ftiould 
be put in Irons, and whoever (hould deliver him, 
from thence, (hould be adjudged to be an Enemy to his 
Country. It was generally fuppofed, their Scheme 
was laid fo, that Vettius (hould be taken in the 
farum with a Dagger, and his Slaves with Wea- 
pons, and that then he would have afked to have 

(3) This was a Kind of a Breach of the Peace, lis appears 
by Ciarfi'i Oration for MiU* 

fceen 
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been admitted an Evidence, but that thfc Scheme 
Was difconcerted by the previous Information which 
Pompty received from the Curiones. The Decree 
of the Senate was then repeated in an Affembly of 
the Pcoplei 

Next Dayi however defavi the fame who-j when 
Praetor^ ordeted Sjuintus Catulus to plead from 3 
Place unfuitable to his QuaUty (0, produced Vei- 
tius upon the Roftrum, a Place to which the Conful 
Bibulus^ himfelf, durft not afpire. Here he gave 
a Loofe to his Tongue upon public Matters, and 
having come well prepared and inftrudted, he, irt 
the firft Place, omitted Capio in his Charge,- tho% 
in the Senate^ he had accufed him mod atrocioufly. 
From thence it appeared how well he had been in- 
ftrufted by Night- Work, and^ Night Devotions (2), 
In the next Place he named^ as Accomplices, Mem 
whom he had not tainted with the moft diftant Hint 



( 1 ) When Cafar was Pnetor, he obliged Catulus^ who waiar 
One of the greateft Men in Rome, to account for his Condu6l* 
while he was one of the Commiffioners for Building the Capi- 
tol. But when he brought him before the Roftrum he examin- 
ed Catulujy without dciiring him to mount it. For no private 
Perfon could mount the Roftrum, without leave from a Magi-, 
ftrate, though that Compliment was generally paid to Men of 
DHlinftion, though no Magiftrate, ^via Cafar had even bellowed 
It upon fo infamous a Felloe as Vettiusy 

(2) Orig, Ut appareret noclem et notiumam deprecationem inter ^ 
eeffijfe^ The Reader is here to underfland, that there was an 
Intrigue, which was very freely talked of, between Ser^ilia^ 
the Mother of Brutus, who was I ike wife called C^rpio, from hit 
being adopted into that Family, and CteJ'ar, who was thought 
io be the Father of Brutus. It was therefore natural for C^far. 
and Ser*vilia to order Vettius not to mention Brutus^ apon thi« 
Occaiion, though Brutus had otherwife greit l^rovocation from 
Pompey, who had put his Father to j^eath, and fo was a 
Perfon likely enough to enter into any Conipiracy againft Fcm^ 



jjo CICERO'i EPISTLES 

in the S^naii, particularly Lucullus(i)^ who, he faid, 
ufed to fend to him Caius FanniuSy who had afted, 
in the Impeachment, againit Clodius \ Lucius Do^ 
minus yEnobarbuSy from whofe Houfe he faid the 
Confpirators were to break out. He did not in- 
deed exprefly Name me, but he faid that a fine 
fpoken Confular, who lived in the Neighbourhood 
of a prefent Conful (2), had told him, that there 
was, at prefent, great Occafion for an Abala Servi- 
Uus (3) or a Brutus (4). At laft, when the Aflfenv* 
bly was difmiflcd, and when he was called afide 
by VatiniuSy he faid, he heard, from CuriOy that 
xhy Son-in-Law Pifo and Marcus Lattrenfis^ were 
concerned in the Confpiracy. Vtttius is now ac* 
cufed, before Crajfus Dives^ of fedidous Prafticcs ; 
but, fuppofing him condemned, he will pretend to 
Biake ntw Difcoveries, and, if his Scheme take, 
we (hall have abundance of Trials. Though I am 
not ufcd to flight the fmalleft Matter, I have no 
Apprehenfion from all this. I can, at leaft, per- 
perccivc great Intimations of the People's Affec- 
tions for me, but fo very full is every Thing of 
Wretchednefs, that I am abfolutely tired of my 
Life. A little while ago we were afraid of a Mafla- 
cre, which was prevented only by the refolute Reply 
of that brave old Man ^intus Conjidius (5), and 

thus 

( • ) Tliere was no g^od Underflanding between this great 
Man and Pcmpey^ who had fnatched, both from him and from 
Crnfus, the Glory of finiOiing their Wars after their Di&cul- 
ties and Dangers were over. 

(2) Cicero's Houfe was near that Q^defar. 

(3) Mala Ser*vilius was General of the Horfe, under Cineitt* 
natiu, and killed, wi;h his own Hand, Sfuriiu Melius , who wat 
ftifpefted of afpiring to the Government. 

(4) The fame who expelled the Tarqufns* 

(5) The Story was this, Qe/ar £lled the Fontm with hit 

Troopt» 
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thus We, all of a Sudden,- are feized With that FeW 
which might always have been before our Eyes. In 
(hort, nothing is more unfortunate than myfclf ^ 
nothing was ever more fortunate than CatulUSi 
whether I regard the Dignity of his Life, or the 
Wretchednefs of this Junfture. Amidft all this 
Variety of Woe^ my Spirit continues calm and un^ 
dejefted, and I maintain my Charafter with great 
Propriety, and great Honour. Pompey defires tfie 
that I Will not be uneafy concerning Clodius^ and, in 
all his Speeches, he gives ma the ftrongeft Aflb- 
ranees of his Friend (hip. I want you^ my Friend^ 
to be the Direftor of my Conduft, to be the Part- 
ner of my Troubles, and the Intimate of all my 
AfFeftions. Therefore have I charged Nutneftius 
to entreat you, and I repeat my Entreaty, if pofli- 
ble, in a more earned Manner, that you will inftantly 
fly to me. Your Company would again reftore me 
to Life* 



i* 



E P I S T. XXV. 

WHencver I commend to you any 6f your 
Friends, I defire him to know by you thaC 
1 have given him fiich Commendation. You know 

Troops, when he obtained the Government of the Gaub tot 
five Years. This did not daiint Cato from df)pofing him. Up- 
on which Cafar was fo exafperated, that he ordered Cato to 
be carried to Prifon. This llruck a Damp upon the Peopla 
from the Opinion they had of Cato\ Virtue. cJfar was afraicf of 
the Confequences, and faw he had miflaken his Meafure, and, 
Bfaderhandi he prevailed with one of the Tribunes, who could 
do it, by his Office, to reftore Cato to Liberty, but he flill con- 
tinued his Guards upon the Senate Houfc. The Terrors of 
which drove great Numbers of the Senators from R^nu. Cetfar, 
one Day taking Notice of the Thinnefs of the ^enate^ 0>nfidiu!^ 
told him, that the Members durfl iiot attend for Fe^ of their 
Lives. Then, fdd Cafar ^ why do you attend \ Becaaf«, re- 
plied the other^ I am too old to fear Death. 

K a tbac 
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that I lately wrote to you how obliging Farro was 
to me, and you anfwered me, that it gave you 
great Pleafure to hear it. But I wifli rather that 
you had wrote to him, not what he had done, but 
what he might do, would be obliging to me, for he 
has a wonderful Sagacity in difcovering thofe, who, 
(you know the Saying) are out-fide, and nothing 
clfe ( I ). But we keep by the Rule, ** that we muft 
•• fuffcr all from the uppermoft (2)." 

As for your Friend the Gardener (3), how profufe- 
ly, how ingenuoufly, how elegantly did he extoU 
me when he mentioned the Prastorfhip of Flac- 
€us (4), and the Confpiracy of the Alkbroges. 
Take my Word for it, that he could not have ex- 
preffed himfelf more aflfeftionately, more honour- 
ably, or more copioufly. I defire, by all Means, that 
you let him know, you have all this from me. But 
what do I talk of your writing to this Place, when I 
think you are already alighted, and entering the 
Room, for my former Letters talk to you in that 
Strain. I earneftly expeft you, I earneftly defirc 
your Prefcncc, yet my Expeftation and Defire arc 
not greater than my Neceflity and Danger. 

I can add nothing to the Accounts I have al- 
ready often fcnt you concerning public Affairs. No- 
thing can be more defperate than the State of the 
Public, and nothing more detcftable than its Au- 

(1) Orig. iXiXTflt kJ w^i*. Jfpvoluta et nihily fffr. 

(2) Orig. r^^ ruv K^uTWTUf. Potentiorum, tf/c, 

(3) Orig. At Hercule alter tuus familiaris Horfalus. This id a^ 
low Pun upon the Name of Horftfrfim, who is here meant. 

{a) This Flaccus Was accufed betore the Pecple, and was de- 
fended by Ciaroy and Hortenjius who, it feems, took Occafion 
to cxtoll Gceroy by putting the Audience in Mind that Flaccus 
was Prsetor the fame Year^ that Ciaro was Confol ! 

thors, 
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thors. My Opinion, my Hope, my Conjeaurc 
telb me* chat I am entirely fecure in the Affedtions 
of my Country. Therefore fly to me, you either 
will deliver me from, or (hare in, all my Troubles; 
I have purpofely curtailed this Letter, becaufe I 
hope that, in a Ibort Time, we Ihall talk toge- 
ther at entire Freedom. I wifli you well. 




jPiC£/eou 
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BOOK III. 

E P I S T L 

WISH to fee the Day ( i ), to thank you for 
forcing me to live, hitherto I greatly repent 

it. 



(0 The Reader will perceive, that Cicero^s incautious Con- 
duct, during his Confulfhip, and his cowardly Behaviour, when 
Sufhed by Clodius^ had driven him into fevere Baniftunent, which 
e bore with unparalleled Defpondency. It is true, the Love of 
hit Country is ftill vifible through all his Expreflions of perfo- 
na] AfHi6ti0n, b^t a Man niuft be fond of Cicero to Madnefs 
and Enthufiarni, fhpuld he deny, that h^s Deje^on and Def- 

I)ondency in his Adverfity, was only proportioned to his Info- 
ence and Vanity in his Profperity This is often, if not always, 
the Cafe with human Nature ; nor is there a more illuflrious In- 
ftance of it than in the Perfon of Cicero. In his Letters, Where 
lie lays open, without Referve, the Sentiments of his Heart, 
we find him, by Turns, blaming or blackning, reproving or 
iBviiingy the greatcfl Men of Rome. We have already fcen with 

what 
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ijU But I be^ that you will ipftantly meet me at 

, MonU^ 

what Contempt he, on all Occaiions» charafterifes Pomptyi 
b(iw he loadt Crajfus^ blames Cafar, vilifies Horienfius^ fneert 
at LuciilluSf and treats even Cato as a wrong-headed Man, of « 
narrow Genias, and more fitted to miflead than to diredl a 
Party. 

Cieero made a very happy Choice of Atticus for his Confi- 
dent. He was a Roman Knight, who had formed to himfelf, 
and purfued, a Scheme of rieafure which that Age thought to 
be rational, and fucceeding Times have pronounced to be ami- 
bk* He was a profefled Epicurean^ and adlsd up to ail tb« 
Refinements of that Se£l« both in Morality and Friendfhip. His 
avowM Maxim was to be eafy under all Governments, and 
as Pleafare was hisPorfaitf be found, he cduld fucceedonly 
by becoming, ** all Things to all Men.'* His Knowledge of 
Men and Books, nsade him the moft entenaining Companion 
of his Age, while his good Senfe, and Experience of Life, gave 
him all the Advantages that could be fought in the Friend, or 
the Man of Genius. Cieero^ whofe Heart was good when un- 
influeaoed hy Pear or Vanity, found, in Atticus^ what he could . 
not find in the World befides, a Man void of PrepoiTeilions for 
any Party, and full of Benevolence for all Mankind. But C/- 
etro did not refle£l, that thofe Qualities, fo feemingly amiable, 
tneant no more than xiMXAtticus was refolved not to be troubled 
with any Thing that concerned his Country, and wifhed Man- 
kind txtreamly well, becanfe . another's Unhappinefs gave him 
P^n. Thus the Patriotifm of Atticus vi^s too diffufed, and his 
Friendfliips too diffipated. His Country had neither Benefit from 
fais Abilities in the State, nor his Friends, from his Credit with 
the Public. 

A Man thus formed, whofe Company was courted, whofe 
Converfation was admired, and whofe Perfon was efleemed, by 
all Parties, mnft have foon loft his Chara^cr and Credit with 
fdl, 1»d he been particular upon any one Point of public Con% 
cem J and fuch the Cafe of Cictro was. That he avoided this 
is evident, not fo much from the Hiftory we have of Atticus^ 
as from the repeated Intimations of our Author, who, by 
Tares, admoniihes, exhorts, entreats, and even reproaches 
)um« for bis infenfible Returns of Friendfhip. It is true, we 
taive no Letters of Aticus to Cicero, But one with a very fmaH 
Share of Sagacity may venture to fay, that they were full of 
general Aflurances of Friendfhip, of Exhortations to bear bis 
misfortunes patiently, of the Converfation he had with one 
^reat Man, of the Promifes made him by another, and of the 
Peclarations of a Third ih his Favour, but without coming 

VqI'. I» K 4 to 
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Montekone (i>, to which I have many Rcafons for 
retiring. But, if you come thither, we can confult 
cc^ethcr the whole Scheme of my Journey and 
Flight. If you do not agree to this I (hall be fur- 
prifed, but I truft that you will. 



^^ 
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TH E Reafon of my Departure was, becaufe, 
in my Situation, there was no Place I could 
continue lon^r in than upon the Eftate of Sica^ ef- 
pecially as my Sentence is not engrofled (4). At 
the fame Time, I underftand that if I had you with 
me, I coqld go from thence to Brundsffium^ where, 
without your Protedion, I could not continue on 
Account of Autronius f 3). Npw, as I wrote you 

to any one Point which Atticus hazarded for his Friend , or ii^ 
which he rifqued the Lofs, either of his Credit, or his la- 
terefl with the Roman Grandees. Add to this, it is mat im* 
poflible, and it may be even gathered from many Parts of oor 
Author's Works, x.\\2X Atticus ^ in his freqaent u^referved Con- 
verfations with the Enemies of Cicero, might hav^ dropt fom^ 
Hints from which they might have gathered the Sentiments, 'if 
not the Views, of our Author. 

(1) Orig. Vibonem. 

(2) Before a Law in Rome was publifhed, it was polled up jq 
three Fair Days, in the whole twenty- feven Days, that it migh( 
be apiend^d. The Bill againd Cicero imported, that he ihould 
be prohibited from Fire and W^ter» that is, from all the Ne- 
ceflaries of Life, and that it fhould be penal for any one tp 
give him Shelter. There was, however, no determined Di- 
liance to which he was banilhed, and the Law was polled 
up till that fhould be afcertained. Cicero took the Advan- 
tage of this Uncertainty to hover, for fome Time, upon the 
Coall of Italy. 

(3) He had then a Command in the Reman Army, and hav- 
ing been engaged in CatiUne\ Confpiracy, he had a Hatred 
for our Author. 

before 
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before, if you come to me, we will concert our 
T¥hole Plan of Proceeding. It is, I know, a trou-« 
blefome Journey ; but the whole of my Misfortunes 
are attended with Troubles of every Kind. I am ib 
aftoniftied, fo dejefted, that I can write no more. 
Farewell my Friend. D^ted April 8th upon fhp 
Confines of Lucania. 



E P I S T. III. 

I HOPE you will impute it to my Mifery, rathcf 
than n^y Irrefolution, that I fo fuddenly IcftAft?;^/^ 
leone^ where I begged you to fee me. I have receivc4 
the Sentence of my Deftruftion, in which are the In* 
fertions I expefted, and which imply that I am banifli- 
cd 400 Miles from Udfy. Finding thus that I was 
not at Liberty to go to MonteleonCj I immediately kt 
out for Brunduftum^ fo as to be there the Day befoi^ 
my Sentence taking Place, both to fave Sica^ my 
Landlord, from Deftruftion, and likewife becaufe 
the Ifle of Malta was coo near to Italy. Do yoi| 
now make Hafte, that you may overtake me 5 F 
mean, if I am received there. Hitherto I have re- 
ceived very kind Invitations, but I dread what yet 
^remains. My Friend, I greatly repent my having 
lived. It was chiefly owing to you that I did. Buf 
we will talk of this together. Po you only tak^ 
pare to come. 

E P I S T. IV. 

I Always thought it would be the greateft Advanr 
tage for me to have you along with me, but; 
inore than ever, when, upon reading my Sentence, I 

underftood 
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underftood that nothing could happen more defirca- 
ble for me, with regard to my intended Journey, 
than that you (hould overtake me with the firft Op- 
portunity, fo as, when I have left Ilafy^ if I go 
through Epirus^ I may be in Safety through you 
and your Friends ; or if I follow any other Courfe, 
that I may have your Counfel in coming to a pofi- 
tive Refolution. I therefore entreat, that you would 
immediately fet out to overtake mc. You may the 
more eafily do this, as an Order is already pailed 
concerning the Government of Macedonia ( j )• I 
would exprefs myfelt to you more at large, were it 
uot that my Circumftances plead for me to my 
Friend. 



E P I S T. V. 

MY Wife informs me frequently and fervently 
of your Kindnefs to her. I am greatly 
obliged to you for that. I have fuch Mifery in 
Life, and fuch Anguifh upon my Spirits, that what 
to write to you I know not. If you are at Rom^^ 
you cannot now overtake me ; but if you are on the 
Road, when we meet together, we will concert to- 
gether. All I beg of you is, that as you have ever 
loved me perfonally, you will continue in the fame 
Affeftions. I am ftill the fame Man. My Enemies 
liave ft ripped me of all I had without, but not of 



(i) Jtticui had a great deal of Bufinefs in that Province, 
|he Government of which, with that of feveral adjacent Coun- 
tries, had been grantod to Pifi, throngh the Interelt of do- 

what 
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what I had within me (i). My Friend I wifli you 
ivcll. Dated at fhurium the lotb of Jpril, 



E P I S T. VI. 

I Flattered myfelf that I Ihould have feen you 4t 
^arentum or Brundufium^ for many Reafons, efpc* 
cially that I might be determined as to my Refidencc 
in Epirus^ and that I might have your Advice ia, 
fettling other Matters. I place my Difappointment 
in this to the mighty Account of my other Miferie% 
I am fetting out for Cyzicum (2) in Afia^ I recom- 
mend to you, my Friends ; as to what concerns my^ 
felf, I can fcarce be faid to live, but to breathe, and 
that too with Paifi. Patcd the i itb of April from 
Tarenium. 



E P I S T. VIL 

I Arrived at Brundujium on the i %tb of Aprils on 
which Day I received your Letters from your 
Slaves, and three Days after, your other Slaves 
brought me your other Packet. I am extreamly 
obliged to you for your ufual Kindnefs in inviting, 
and entreating me to refide at your Houfe in Epirus. 
How paffionately do I wifh I could fpend all the 
Time of my Exile there. For I hate a Croud, I (hun 
Mankind, fcarcely can I bear the Light. Such 4 

( I ) Orig, Inimici met men mihi, non me ipfum ademerunt. 
The Commentators have been at great Pains to puzzle thjs Paf- 
fa^e, which I hope I have tranSated clearly and conMentlj 
lyith the Original. 
' (2] This was a Town la hijfia upon the PropMiis. 

Solitude 



140 CICERO'j EPISTLES 

Solitude, upon fo friendly a Spot, would be, to me, 
by no means difagreeable. But, in the firft Place, 
it is out of my Road to ftrike oflF to any Hand in my 
intended Journey ; in the next Place, I fhall be no more 
than four Days Journey diftant from Autronius and 
bis Aflbciates j and laftly, I fhall be without you. 
A Place of Safety would be of Service to mc, were I 
fettled, but I cannot carry it about with me in my 
Travels. If I durft venture, I would go to Athens^ 
were it fituated at the Diftance I could wifti. At prc- 
fent, my Enemies are thereabouts, I have not your 
Company, and I am afraid that that Town may be in^ 
tcrpreted to be within my prefcribed Diftance from 
lialy^ neither do you write me on what Day I am 
to expeft you. 

Your requiring me to live has the EflFedt of keep- 
ing me from doing Violence to myfelf. But it has 
not the other Effcft you wifh for, that of reconcil- 
ing me tQ the Courfe I have followed, and to the 
Life I lead. For what is there for which I fhould 
pow defire to live, efpecially if I am difappointed 
in the Hopes I carried with me out of Rome (i). I 
will not, indeed I will not, recount all the Wretch- 
^nels into which I am fallen, through the Stretch of 
Injuftice, and the Wickednefs, rather of thofe whq 
envied, than of thofe who hated me, left I fliould 
;iwaken myfelf to all the Horrors of my Condition, 
amd you to a Feeling of my Sorrows. One Thing 
I affirm, that never was there Man oppreffed with 
fuch Weight of Calamity, never had a Man more 

( i) Our Author's Friends had, that they mieht get rid of him 
with the lefs Trouble to themfelvcs, buoy'd Jiim up wkh the 
Hopes that the InconlUncy of the People would foon recall 
him. 

Reafon 
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Rcafon to wilh for Death. There was a Time when 
I might have died with Glory. The Remainder oF 
my Days cannot cure, they can only finifli, my Mi- 
feries. 

I perceive that you colledl all the public Matters, 
which you think can flatter my Hopes of feeing a 
Change of Times. Thofe Hopes, I own are faint^ 
yet, to pleafe you, I will live in Expeftation •, mean 
while, if you make hafte, you can overtake me, for 
I Ihall either flop in Epirusj or I fliall make very 
flow Journeys over the Mountains of Candavia(iX 
It is not through Irrefolution that I make a Doubt 
of going by Epirusj but becaufe I am yet uncertain 
where I am to fee my Brother. See him did 1 fay I 
How can I bear to fee him ? how can I bear to part 
with him ! This compleats my Mifery ; of all 
my Woes this is the moft woeful C2). I would 
write to you more frequently and more fully, 
did not Grief take from me all my Senfes, and 
chiefly my Faculty of writing. I long to fee you, 
I wilh you well. Dated from Brundujium the 
laft of jlpril 
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AS I was leaving Brundujium^ I wrote you my 
Reafons for not going to EpiruSy which were, 
becaufe it was in the Neighbourhood of Achaia^ 
and full of my mofl: inveterate Enemies, and the 
Roads from thence are very bad. Add to this, when 

( 1 ) Thofe were a Chain of Mountains, reaching from Ulyri^ 
to the Gulph of 7beJ/altmica, 

(2) Orig, Miferrimam mearum ommum mifenarum, 

I was 
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1 was at Durazzoj I received two Accounts, one thait 
my Brother was coming from Epbefus to Athens by 
Sea ; the other that he was travelling by Land, thro* 
Macedonia. I therefore fent him a Mefl^ge to 4fbens^ 
dcfiring him to meet me at ^bejfalonica^ where I ar- 
rived on the 23d of Afoy, and all I can hear for cer- 
tain concerning his Rout is, that he had been gone 
for fome Days from Epbefus. 
^ I own that I am exceffively alarmed at what is in- 
tended againft him zx,Rome{i\ though yours of 
the x^d of May fays, that he will be profecuted 
with Severity, and in another Letter you intimate 
that Things are more foftened* But this Letter is 
of an older Date than that which gives me Pain. 
Thus racked and confumed, as I am, with daily 
Sorrow, this Addition of Mifery fcarcely leaves mc 
Strength to breathe. Now the Weather has been for 
fome Time very tempcftuous, and my Brother not 
knowing for certain where to find me, has, perhaps, 
held another Courfe. His Freedman Pbaeto^ who 
was forced from him by a Storm into Macedonia^ 
and was with me at Pella^ had not feen him. I per- 
ceive I am not yet at the End of my Mifery; I have 
nothing to write ; I am afraid of every thing; and 
there is no Wretchednefs of Woe that is wanting 
^o the Meafure of my Calamity. My exceffive Trou- 
bles and Diftreffcs receive this Aggravation of Mi- 
fery, that I remain here at Tbejfalonica upon the 

(1) Q'cero^s Brother ^inttu was one of thofc Charaflers that 
9j6t better in a fubordinate, than in a firil, Sphere of Life. For 
though he afterwards behaved extreamly well as Cafari Lieu- 
tenant, yet he adted in fo arbitrary and infolent a Manner in his 
Government, that he was at this Time threatened with am Im* 
peachment at Rome. 

Rack 
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Rack of Doubt and Fear, without Spirit to fup* 
port mc. 

Now, in Anfwer to your Letter, I have not feen 
^rypbo C^cilius. I have a Notion from your Let- 
ten of your Converfation with Pompey. But I can- 
not conceive any Hopes of fueh a Revolution in the' 
Government, as you either forefee, or pretend ta 
forefee, to give me Comfort. As Pompey has pock- 
eted up the Affair of Tigranes ( i ), my Hopes are 
at an End ; I will, as you defire me, return Thanks 
to Varro and Hypfaus. I am thinking of taking 
your Advice in not removing to a greater Diftancc 
from this, till I learn all that fhall happen in the 
Month of May^ but where I fhall learn this, I am 
not yet refolved. The Truth is, I can refolve on 
nothing, fo exceflively am I difcompofed about my 
Brother ^intus^ I will, however, inform you of 
every Thing, 

I am inclined to think that you fee the Agitation 
of my Mind in the InconHftency of my writing \ 
but funk as I am with incredible, unparalleled. Ca- 
lamity, my Sorrow does not proceed fo much from 
what I fuffer, as from my Reflexions upon my own 
Mifconduft. You cannot now be a Stranger to the 
"Wickednefs of the Man who impelled and betrayed 

(i ) Pompey had brought one of the Sons oi Tigranes King of 
Armenia to Rome^ and committed him to the Cuftody of the 
Praetor Fla^vius, from whom ClodiuSy being bribed to it with great 
Sums, faved him, and privately put him on board a Ship for 
his own Country. The young Prince, however, being forced 
a-fhore, Fla<vius went with a ftrong Body of Men to retake him ; 
but he was encountered on the Road by CUdtus and his Friends, 
who defeated Flavins^ and cut his Party in Pieces. Though 
the great Interefl of Clodius obliged Pomftf to pocket this Affront 
up, yet it was one of the chief, though (ecret. Motives that de- 
termined him to recall Cicero. 

me. 
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tne *, I wi(h to Heaven you had feen it before^ an4 
that you had not with me given up your whole 
Soul to unaftive Sorrow. If therefore you fhall heaf 
that I am funk, that I am confumed in Mifery, you 
are to conclude, that I feel more from my own Im- 
prudence, than for my Condition, becaufe 1 trufted a 
Man whom I did not think to be the moft wicked 
of Mankind. I am (lopped from writii^'by my Re- 
fleftions upon my own Mifery, and my Fears con- 
cerning my Brother^ I beg you will examine and 
manage all my Concerns. My Wife remembers 
you with the deepeft Gratitude ; I have fent you a 
^ Copy of the Letter, which I lent to Pomptf. Dated 
from Tbejfalonica the 2()tb of Atay. 
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ON the laft of April my Brother ^intus left 
AJia^ and on the i ^tb of May he arrived at 
Atbens. He was obliged to make a great deal of 
Difpatch for RcmCy for fear of receiving fome Pre- 
judice, in his Abfence, from thofe who may not 
think that I am yet fufficicntly miferable, I ra- 
ther chofe that he (hould make all the Hafte poffible 
to RomCy than come to me ; and at the fame Time 
(for I will fpeak what is Truth that you may be 
fenfible how boundlefs my Miferies are) I could 
not bring myfelf to look in the Face the Man who 
is fo dear to my Soul, and fee him melt to Com- 
paflion at my inexpreffiblc Dejeftion ; nor could I 
fuffer my wretched State fhould be prefented to hi» 
Eyes, that he (hould be the ocular Witnefs of my 
defperate Fortune, or that I (hould even come within 

hiff 
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\as Sight. I was evtn afraid of what muft haVe 
happened; I mean, that he could not have left me ; I 
formed him to my Imaginatiotit either refigning the 
Badges of his Aiithority, or fuffering himfclf to be 
torn by force from my Embraces. 1 fliunned this Bit- 
ternefs of Afflidion by another Bitternefs, that of not ■ 
feeing my Brother. To fuch a dcfperate Pafs am I 
come, by following the Counfels of you who ad- 
vifed me to live. It is by following thofe Counfels 
that I am now punilhed. 

After ail, your Letters by which I perceive how 
fanguine your Hopes are, give me fome Comfore, 
atleaft^ I found in them fome Confolation till you 
came to that Paflage, " After you have gained Pem- 
*' peyt apply to fiorte>jfius( i), and tht reft of his 
*' Party." What my deareft PcmponiHs are you 
ftill in the dark, as to the Men by whole Praftices, 

(i) Our Author is moft Hnreifoniiblj' peevi{h With this greit 
Man, and with the true Spirit of Jealoufy gives us a great man^ 
Hints, as if Hartnftai had helped to ruin him, that he might 
engrofs to himfelf the whole Glory of the Bar. There is fome- 
what ejrtreamJy fiily in all this, and nothin| but Cicero'i intole- 
rable Vanity could have prevented him from feeing it. for 
when Things were brought to a del'perate I'afs, and when all 
the Tentatives of H^rle>:fi^i, and our Author's other Fiicnd* 
could not favc him, what did Hortenfms do > " Vou have {w^ may 
fuppofe him to have laid] done all that a good Patriot outiht tu 
do to fave yourfelf. Hut a£l not now iii:e a pruHigate Citiiea, 
by taking up Arms, by lighting up a civil War in your Coun- 
try, and anticipating her Mifaies. You arc not cut out to be 
a Leader in fo delperate an Enterprise. Give Way, thcrtfore, 
like a good Patriot to the Storm, when it is blown over, we 
will omit no Opportunity to ferve yiiu by conftitutional Mea- 
fures." This Speech, from GVwo's own Accoiinci, contains the 
Sum of all the Treachery Of florttnfiu.' t iwards him. Uortinjtia 
was as good as his Word, For we find, from Cicero himlelf, 
that he was amongll the firft to puiii on all the Meafures for 
his being recalled, and even expofcd his Life to the Fury of 
Clodiui itpoD that Account. 

L by 
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by whofe Intrigues, J by whofe Perfidy, I am 
ruined. But I will talk this over with yourfeJf , only 
1 cannot help repeating what I believe, you know, 
that I was not ruined by thofe who hated, but by 
thofe who envied, me. After all, if Things arc as 
you hope, I will fupport myfelf, and enjoy the 
Hopes that you recommend. But if they are, as I 
apprehend them to be, I am determined that the 
AdUon, which I was not at Liberty to perform, 
when I might have done it with Glory,, fhall be ex- 
ecuted, though with lefs Advantage 10 my Char 
rafter. 

My Wife often remembers you with Thanks. 
The Aflfair of n>y unhappy Brother is one of the 
Misfortunes that gives me Concern- When I know 
how it (lands with him, I fhall know how to deter- 
mine myfelf. According to your Advice I remain. 
zt Thejfalonicaj waiting Letters, and the Effefts of 
thofe good Offices you mention. As foon as I have 
frcfti Information, I (hall fpcedily come to a Refo- 
lution. I may every Day expcft to fee you, if, as 
you write me, you left Rome on the i/? of June. I 
have fent you the Letter I wrote to Potnpey. Dated 
from Tbejfalofticaj June the i ph. 



E P I S T. X. 

I Have underftood from your Letters all that paflfed 
till the 25/A of May. I waited for Accounts of 
what has happened fince that Time, by your Advice, 
^Tbejfalonica. When I have received them, I (hall 
the more eafily determine where I am to refide. 
For if there is Occafion, if any Thing is in hand, 

if 
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if I have any Encouragement^ I either will remain 
here, or I will repair to you. But if^ as you inform 
me, there are but fmall Hopes of fuch Incidents^ 
th^ muft I determine on fome other Courfe. Hi- 
^ therto, you have hinted nothing to me but the Divi- 
fions that prevail amongft my Enemies •, but thofe 
Divifions fpruig from other Matters than my Con- 
cerns, therefore, I cannot fee how they can be of Ad- 
vantage to me. I will, however, humour you as 
to every Circumftance, from which you defire mc 
to hope for the bed. 

As to the frequent and fevere Reproaches you 
throw out againft my Want of Refolution, let me 
aflc you, whether there is a Woe that does not ferve 
to make up the Meafure of my Calamity ? Did ever 
Man fall from fo elevated a Station, in fo good a 
Caufe, with fuch Advantages of Genius, Experience^ 
and Popularity, or fo guarded by the Intereft of 
every worthy Patriot ? Is it poflible I fhould forget 
who I have been, that I (hould not feel who I am, whac 
Glory, what Honour, what Children, what Fortunes^ 
and what a Brother 1 have loft i A Brother (to (how 
an unprecedented Kind of Calamity) whom I loved, 
whom I have ever loved, more than myfelf •, yet 
have I been forced to avoid the Sight of this very 
Brother, left I (hould cither behold his Sorrow and 
Dejeftion, or prefent myfelf a Wretch undone and 
loft, to him who had left me* in high and fiourifli- 
ing Circumftances. I omit the other intolerable Re- 
fledions that ftill remain ; for I am flopped by my 
Tears. Tell me, am I moft to Jblame, for giving 
Vent to fuch Sorrows, or for furviving my happy 
State, or for not ftill poficffing it, which eafily 
might I have done, had not the Plan of my De- 

L 2 ftru6tioa 
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ftru6lion been laid within my own Walls. I write 
this that you may rather give me your ufual Com- 
fort, than think me worthy of Upbraidings and Re- 
vilings. I write but a (hort Letter to you, becaufe I 
am hindered through my Grief, and the News I 
cxpeft from Rome is of more Importance to mc 
than any Thing I can write of myfelf. Whenever 
I know that, I will inform you exadly of my Re- 
folution. I beg you will continue to inform me fo 
particularly of every Thing, that I may be ignorant 
of nothing, that paffcs. Dated from Tbeffalonica 
the I Sib of June. 



E P I S T. XL 

SOME good News, though from very indiffe- 
rent Hands, the Receipt of fome of your Let- 
ters, the Expedlation of more, and your Com- 
mands, detained me at Thejjalonica. When I fhall 
have received the Letters I expeft, and ftiall find 
any ground for Hope in the Stories that now fly 
about, I will repair to you, if not, I will inform 
you of my Proceeding. Continue to affift me with 
your Cares, your Counfels, and your Intereft. Leave 
off comforting me, but do not chide me -, when 
you do that, ah ! how do I feel the Want of 
your Love, and Condolence! though I figure 
you in my Mind, fo affeded by my Troubles, 
that you are inconfolable yourfelf. Support my 
beft beloved, my tendereft Brother Sluintus. I beg 
you will let me know all you can learn for certain. 
Dated this ^ith of June. 

E P I S T. 
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E P I S T. XII. 

YE S — you are at great Pains to convince me 
of my Grounds for Hope, and efpecially from 
the Senate, and you tell me that a Motion would 
have been made concerning me in that Houfe, but 
that none has been made, becaufe of the Claufe in my 
Aft of Banifhment againft any fuch Motion/ Here 
you upbraid me for afBifting myfelf, while you 
are confcious to yourfelf that no Man had ever 
greater keafon. You give me Hope after the Elec- 
tions, but what can I hope for, while the aft- 
ing Tribune, and the Conful eleft (i) are my E- 
nemies. 

You have alarmed me likewife concerning my 
Speech that has been pubHflied (2), I beg that you 
will, if poflible, heal that Sore ; I own that I wrote 
it a great while ago, and in a Paflion ; but he gave 
the firfl: Provocation -, yet I took fuch Care to 
fupprefs it, that I never imagined it could have got 
abroad. By what Means it has been publifhed I 
am ignorant. But as I never happened to have the 
leaft Word of Difference wiih him, and as the 
Thing itfelf is more flovenly than my other 
Compofitions, I think it may be infilled upon, that 
it is none of mine. If you believe the Wound 

( 1 ) We learn from Apflan^ that it was enadled at T^ome that 
when a Tribune of the People could not inuncdiately, upon 
his going out of that Office, ftand for another public Ofnce, 
he was to have the Preference at the next Tribunitial Eledion. 
Clodlus found the Tribunefhip too ferviceable for him to quit 
h for one Year ; and the Conful here mentioned was Metelliu 
his Coufin-German, and a determined Enemy to Cicero, 

(2) This Oration has not come to our Hands, and it pro- 
taoly wjis written againft Curio, 

L 3 that 
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that this has given mc to be curable, I beg you to be- 
ftow your Pains about it ; but if I am ruined, I am 
the more indiflfcrcnt. Here I lie, ftill on the fame 
Spot, without the Exercife cither of Tongue or 
Thought. T hough, as you mention, I defired you 
would come to me at Dodona^ yet I underftand 
you may be of real Service to me in this AflPoir, where 
you are, and that<» were you here, you could give 
me no Comfort even by your Converfadon* I can 
■write no more, nor have I more Subjeft to write 
vpon. I therefore the more earneftly wait for yours. 
Paced at ^bejfalonica^ the i ytb of Ju^. 



E P I S T. XIII. 

YOUR Letters have filled me with Expcda- 
tion from Pompey\ Friendlhip, whether fecre^ 
or revealed, I fuppofe, by this Time, the Eleftions 
have been held, and then, you write -me, that he intend- 
ed to move in my Affair. If you think my Hopes 
fooli(h, you are to refieft, that they fpring from the 
Encouragement you gave me ; at the fame Time, I 
aun fenfible that thofe Letters ufed rather to check, 
than to encourage, my Hopes. At prefent I beg 
that you will reprefent Things to me as you really 
fee them. • I know tliat my repeated Mifconduft 
has brought me into all my Troubles *, but fliould 
any Incidents, in any Degree, abate them, it will give 
me the lefs Fain that I have lived, and ilill conti- 
nue to live. 

I have not yet removed from Tbejfalonica^ becaufc 
the Road I mud pals is fo public, and becaufe I 

am 
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am ia daily Expedtation of fome Revolution (i) » 
but I am now even driven from it, not by Plancius (2) 
for he does all he can to keep me, but by the Place 
itfelf^ which is very ill fitted for my enduring the Ca- 
lamity of my weighty Sorrows. I did not, as I wrote 
you, go to EpiruSy becaufc fudden Intelligence and 
Letters came hither, informing me there was no Ne- 
ceflity for my being nearer to Italy. If I hear any 
News of the Eleftions, I will go from hence to Jfia^ 
but to what particular Place I am not yet detcr- 
mined. When I am, you Ihall know. Dated from 
TheJJalonica the 2 iji of July. 



E P I S T, XIV. 

AS to what I wrote you concerning my moving 
to Epirus. After I faw my Hopes diminifli 
and at laft vanifh, 1 have altered my Purpofe •, nor 
did I remove from TheJfaUnica^ where I intend to 
remain, till I hear farther concerning what you 
hinted in your laft Letters, about what Pompey told 
you of making fome Motion about me in the Se- 
nate, when the Elections were over. Therefore, as 
that Time is paft, and as you write me nothing con- 
cerning it, I hold it the fame as if you had wrote mc. 



( ' ) ^^fi' ^i^f proffer <via celebritatem, et quotidianam exfeffa^' 
tionem rerum novarupt, non commo^i me adhuc H hej/alonica. This 
PafTage may be likewife tranflated, that Cicero remained at 
TheJJalonica^ becaufe he had there the Convenience of the great 
Road for his Intelligence, but my Tranflation, 1 think^ fnits 
better with other Phages of his Epiflles 

(2) He was then Quasftor oiMacedma^ 

L 4 tha 
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that there is nothing in it, nor will I (o much as re* 
pine that I flattered myl'clf with the Hopes of ^ 
fliort Day fi). 

As to the advantageous Turn, which, according 
to you, Affairs are likely to take in my Favour, 
they who come from Rome hither tell me it is all a 
Chimera. My Hope refts now upon the future 
Tribunes of the Commons, and if I live till they 
enter upon their Charge, you cannot furely reproach 
me for having Lc(n wanting to my own Intercft, and 
to the Zeal of my Friends. You often accufe me for 
my heavy Drjedion under my Mis^Drtunes, but 
you ought to pardon mej for you never faw, you ne- 
ver heard of any one fo diftreffed as I am. You write 
me, that you hear that my Sufferings have affcdled my 
Underftanding. No -, my Undtrftanding is ftili 
found, I wilh it had been fo at that Jvindlure, when 
I trufted to thofe fpitcful, thofe hardened, Traitors, 
whom I imagined to be the beft Friends to my In-' 
tereft and Welfare ; to thofe who, when they faw 
me fomewhat ftaggtred by my Apprehenfions^ 
di'ove mc on by a Profufion of Wickednefs and 
Treachery to my Ruin. 

Now, as I am co rtmove to Cyzicum^ where our 
Opportunities ol Corrcfpondence will be lefs fre- 
quent, I beg that you will be the more careful tQ 

(i) Monfieur Af<7/r^/7w// obfervcs extreamly well, that all the 
Commentators have been niiHaken in this PafTagc ; but 1 do not 
think, that he himlclf has been entirely happy in redlifyii^g 
them. '1 he Original is, Keque tetnforis non longhiqui fpe duclum 
rjje moleftt feram. He tranflrites it, 11 faudva me c vjoler de metre 
iujqu'ici laijje repa'tre I'e iniinement d^idtc dun rctour procbain. 
But I think It is much more natural to unJcrftand the (hort i^ay 
here mentioned to be meant of Pomfey^ Motion in the Senate, 
vyhiph Cicero flattered himfclf would be foon made. 

inforn^ 
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inform me of all you think I ought to know. I 
recommend to you my Brother ^intus^ (hould I, 
in my Mifcry, leave him fafe, 1 Ihall not think 
that the whole of me is perifhed. Dated the 5th 
of Auguft. 



E P I S T. XV. 

I Received, on the 1 3th of Auguft, four of your 
Letters. In the flrft, you Reproach me for 
want of Spirit i in the Second, you inform me of 
what you learned from the Freed man of Craffus^ 
concerning my emaciated, defponding. Condition j 
in the Third, you inform me of the Proceedings in 
the Senate-houfe ; in the Fourth, you tell me that 
Varro gives you frefh Affurances of Pompey^s Incli- 
nations to ferve me. 

In anfwer to the Firft, I affure you, that my 
Spirit is fo far from being abated, that I hold it 
for one of my Misfortunes, that I have neither a 
Place, nor Perfons, fit for employing the Stock of 
Refolution I am ftill poffefled of. For if it gives 
you Pain to be without me, who am but one Friend^ 
what, think you, muft I feel, who am cut off fronm 
you, and all the Enjoyments I had upon Earth ? 
If you, in the Flow of Happinefs, bewail my Ab- 
fence, how muft 1 mourn tor the Lofs of Happi*^ 
nefs itfelf ? I will not enumerate the Blrffllngs of 
which I am robbed, not only becaufe you know 
them, but becaufe I am unwilling to open the 
Wounds of my Affliftion. I repeat it ; never did 
Man fall from fuch a Heighth of Happinefs into 
fuch a Pepth of Mifery. As to Time, it is fo far ' 

from 
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from abating, that it encreafes, my Sorrows. Other 
Fains are alleviated, as they grow familiar to us ; 
but it is impoflible that thofe I feel (houid not be 
daily cncreaied by the Senfe of my prefent Mifery, 
and the Remembrance of my departed Glory^ 
I am deprived not only of my Fortune and of my 
Friends, but of myfelf. For what am I now ? — But 
1 forbear to hurt your Mind by my Complaints, or 
to canker my Wounds by touching them too 
c^ten. 

You apologize for thofe, who, according to what 
I wrote you, cnvyed me, and you put Caio in that 
Number. For my Part, I am fo far from think- 
ing him acceflary to their Treachery, that it ^ves me 
the moft fenfible Concern to refleft, that their Hy- 
pocrify had more Credit with me than his Sincerity. 
As to the reft, whom you endeavour to clear, they 
ought to ftand acquitted by me if they are fo with 
you. But thefe Reflections come now too late, I 
cannot conceive that the Freedman of Craffus {i) 
told you one Word of the Truth. You tell me 
that my Aflfair was finely managed in the Senate. 
But what fhall I lay of Curio ? Had he not read 
that Oration, which was publifhed, I know not 
how. The Letters however, which I received from 
jixiuSf concerning the Proceedings of the fame 
Day, are not fo lavifli in Curious Praifes. But he 
might perhaps omit fomewhat -, I am fure you have 
writ me nothing but what adlually happened. From 
what has fallen from yarro^ I am in fome Hopes 
from C^tfar ; would to Heaven that Farro himfelf 

( I ) This Pcrfon had rcprefentcd Cicerp in a dreadful Condi- 
^ tion, which Cittro, a little inconfiftcntly with himfelf, cndea- 
* vour» to coBtradift. 

would 
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would ftir in this Matter ; as he furely will when his 
own Inclinations are prompted by your Solici- 
tations. 

Should ever Fortune rcftore me to the Enjoy- 
ment of you and my Country, you, of all my 
Friends, ftiould have the btft Reafon to rejoice ; 
and I would fo warmly purfue my Affedion for 
your Perfon, which I confefs has hitherto fhone but 
faintly, that you (hall feel, as much as my Brother, 
or my Family Ihall, the EfFefts of my being re^ 
ftored. If I have failed in my Friendlhip for yoUj^ 
gnd the rather becaufe I have failed, forgive me, 
for my Failures towards myfelf have been the moft 
grievous. I write not this from any Ignorance of 
your gre^t Affli^^ion for my Misfortune. But to 
be plain with you, had your paft and prefent Af- 
feftion for me been founded upon paft and pre- 
fent Gratitude, as well as Inclination, never could 
you have fuffered me to have ftood in need of that 
Council with which you could have fo plentifully 
fupplied me ; nor would you have fuffered me to 
believe it was for my Service, that the Law, con* 
cerning the Companies of Tradefmen, Ihould 
pafs ( I ). But you have given the Share of Tears 
to my Affliftion that was due from a Friend, or as 
if I had been yourfelf. If there has been any Omif-* 
lion it is to be imputed not to your, but to my, 

( I ) This was a fpecious Law which erefled the Craftfincii 
of Rome into Companies, by which Clodiui, and the Tribunes, 
had a ready Way of alTembling their Party. Qcero had fore- 
feen the Inconvenience of this Law, and was to have oppofed 
it with all his Might, by Means of the Tribune Nemius, one 
of his Friends, but he was diffuaded from his Oppofition, not 
perhaps without good Reafon by his pth^r Friends. 

Demerits \ 
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Demerits ; my Services to you ought to havp been 
fuch as to have claimed all your Time, by Day and 
Night, in thinking upon my Concerns. Had you, I 
will not fay you, but had any of my Friends (tho* you 
could have done it moft eflFeftually) diffuaded mc 
from that moft infamous Step, when I was ftartled by 
the fhuffling Anfwer of Fompey^ I might have either 
fallen glorioufly, or I might this Day, have lived 
in triumph. Here you will pardon me, for I ac- 
cufe my felf in the firft Place, and you in the next, 
as being my otherfelf ; and, at the fame Time, I 
am fond of excufing my Mifcondudl, by laying 
part of the Blame upon another. If I am reftored 
from Banilhment, my Mifcarriages will not appear 
fo heavy, at leaft not in your Eyes, becaufe your 
Affeftion for me is the Refult of your Inclinations, 
and not of my Merit. 

As to what you write of your Converfation with 
CuleOy concerning the Perfonality of the Bill, and 
its being therefore invalid of itfelf, it has its 
Weight, but ftill it would be better were it formal- 
ly repealed. If no one oppofes the Repeal, what 
can be more valid ? But if it receives a Negative, 
the Decree of the Senate can ftill interpofe, and then 
there would be nothing to do but to repeal it fin- 
gly. As to the former Law, it did not in the leaft 
affeft me, it never could have prejudiced me in 
any Shape, whether I had praifed it, as it is already 
paflcd, or negleded it as it deferves {i). Here 

my 

( I ) Id order to the Reader's undcrftandihg the whole of this 
PaiTage, it is neceffary he fhould be acquainted with the follow- 
ing Particulars. We have already feen, in the Courle of thcfc 
J^etters, how ufeful the Friendlhip of our Author had been to 
Pampey^ who repaid him with a Profufion of Hne Speeches, ex- 
tolling 
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ttiy Forefight not only abandoned, but ruined 

mc 

tolling his Conduft, his Genius, his Learning, and in (hbriv 
touching upon every Thing that could flatter his Vanity, which 
was his Foible. At the fame Time, he gave him the ftrongeft 
Aflurances, that ClocRus neither could nor would purfue his Re- 
fentment againft him to Extremities. But, eVen by Cicero\ 
own Accounts, I do not find that Pompey^ Promifes went fo far 
as that he would take up Arms in our Atrthor's Defence, if 
Matters were brought to an Extremity. Clodiusy who feems tor 
have had great Genius, and to have been, next to Cafar^ one 
of the moft underftanding Men in Rome^ knew very well that 
Pompey durft not break with him as long as he flood well with 
Cajar, He treated, however, Cicero in all Difcourfes to feiw- 
fey^ with a fneering Kind of Civility, and which Pomfeyy tho* 
he underftood his Meaning well enough, repeated, to our Au- 
thor, as current ProfelGons. Attictu appears to have had 
but a very flendcr Opinion of Pompey s Sincerity, which is the 
Reafon why our Author, in all his Letters to Atticusy pretends 
to diftrull: it, but, in reality, he was betrayed by his own Va- 
nity, and he had a greater Reliance upon Pompey ^ than he was 
willing to own. This appears from Cicero\ Conduft. For I 
do not find, notwithftaniding all he fays, that he took any Pre- 
cautions for breaking the Force of C/p^/Ws Fadion His ex- 
ccffive Vanity was indeed flattered, and nobody behaved to 
him like a Gentleman, excepting Cafar^ whofe Abilities were 
too great to put him, as was the Cafe of Pompey ^ upon the 
Neceflity of ferving his Intereft at the Expence of his Honour. 
He certainly had a great Contempt for Ckero as a Politician, 
or a Man of Refolution, but he was too good-natured not tQ 
pardon his Foibles, and too great not to admire his Abilities, 
as a Speaker and a Scholar. He would willingly have faved 
him, as^appears from many Paflages of our /MJthor's Letters, 
but finding he could not, he took care to be as general to- 
wards him as poflible, that he might fct him foftly down. And 
indeed I do not find, that Cicero, in faft, had Reafon to com- 
plain either of Ingratitude or want of Honour in C^far. But 
this was far from being his Cafe with Regard to Powpey, For, 
perceiving that be could not hold out without the Afliflance of 
Grfar and Pompey, and having given the Former great Caafe 
of Difgull, he applied the more afiiduoufly to Pcmpey for his 
Friendlhip. But Pompey pretending to be afraid of his own 
Perfon, retired to his Country -houfe, to avoid the Importuni- 
ty of Cicero, and his Friends, who confifted of' all the Men of 
Quality, and Fonune in Rome. Thefe followed Pompey to his 
Retirement But after many Shifts and Evafions, Pompey re* 
Atfed to concern himfelf for Ciceroj as a private Man, in Oppo- 

fition 
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ine(i). Wc were blinds I fay we were blind in 

changing 

fidon to the Sentiments of the Confuli , and tht Condud of the 
Trihunes, This was a fair, though a flat, and I think a confli. 
ttttioaal, Refufal. But it did not cure our Orator of the Vanity 
of believing, that Pompty was ftiU his Friend in hit Heart. He 
therefore endeavoured to apply to him in Perfon, but Pomp^^ 
to avoid an Interview with him, which muft be dxfagreeable to 
both, ilipt out at one Door of his Houfe, as Cicero was enter- 
ing at the other. 

In the mean while, Closfiut having entered upon his Tribune* 
ihip on the lotb oi December y in the Y«ar of Rmm 694, pro- 
ceeded with infinite Addrefs to the Ruin of Cicere. To ingra- 
tiate himfelf with Car/ar^ he aflfronted Bihihu. To pleafe the 
People he procured a free Diibibution of Com in the Time of 
Scarcity, and a Rt-eftablifhment of the trading Companies or 
Communities taken Notice of in this Epiftle, with an Eredion 
of new ones, by which he could, at a Breath, raife all tho 
Populace. Pretending that the cenforial Authority (which was 
indeed pretty arbitrary) had been abufed, he propofed that the 
Cenfors ihould have no Power of ftigmatizing any Senaiors, who 
were not previoufly impeached^ and condemned by their own 
Body. He next carried through a Law which aboliihed the 
jElian and the Fufian Laws, by taking from the Augurs ^ who 
were generally on the Side of the Senate^ the Liberty of putting 
a Stop to all fiufmefs before the People, under Pretence of 
their making Obfervations on the Heavens. 

I (hall not enter here upon any Controverfy, whether the 
Government of Rovie, which Cicero fo warmly fupported, was 
at this Time, any better than a Fadion againtt the People, 
whether this does not, from the Confeffion 01 Cicero and other 
Authors, who were Friends to that Government, appear plain- 
ly to have been the Cafe, and whether the Meafures, propofed 
by Uodiusy were not, in themfelves (for I fpeak not either of 
their Motives or Confequences) both juft and conditutional. 
fie that as it will, Cicero either could not, or would not, make 
any eifedtual Oppofition to thofe Meafures, which rendered 
Clodius exceffively popular with the Commons. Even the wifefl 
of the Senatorial Party thought, that the Laws of Clodius fpoke 
fo (Irongly for themfelves, that they were not to be oppofed, 
and of this Number was Atticus^ HortenJiuSf and even Cato. 
But our Author, who at this Time, when he fpeaks of the 
Conftitution, the Laws and Liberties of his Country, has no 
other Meaning, but his own Perfon, was confcious, that the Po- 
pularity of Clodius y pointed at his Deftrudtion, though he was 
forced to acquiefce. The next Meafure of Clodius was to bring 

ia 
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thang^ng our Garments and fupplicating the Peo- 
ple, 

m a Bill againft ^U Perfons^ ** who (hould caafe a Rofnau Cid- 
jsen to be put to Death, without his being previoufly condemn- 
ed by the People." There was a ftrong Current of Law and 
Practice in the Roman Conllitution to fupport this Bill, and in- 
deed I think the Neceffity of the JunAure is the beft Defence 
that can be made for Cicero, for putting the Confpirators of 
Catiline to death in the Manner he did. 

I'his Bill of CloditUy however, alarmed the Senatey becaufe 
Cicero had a^ied by their Decree, and in Terms of the Juliam 
Law, which fubjcfts Traitors to death. Even C<tjflr was 
againil any particular Application of this Bill, and was for let- 
ting it reft upon its own Bottom without any Retrofpeft, and 
had it continued fo, the People gained a great Point againil the 
Senate. But Cicero\ Fears precipitated him fo much, that he 
made an Application of this Law to himfelf, before Clodiut 
did it ; for he and his Friends put on Mourning as if he had 
been already formally impeached, and went about abjedUy fol- 
Hciting the Citizens for their Intereft. This Imprudence pat 
it out of Ciefari and Pomfey*s Power either to fave or to ferve 
Cicero ; and as neither of the Confuls, Gabinius and Pi/o^ were his 
Friends, he could find no Branch of the executive Power of 
Government that would interpofe in his Behalf. I {hall not 
take up the Reader's Time with what followed, previous to 
the Banilhment ofCiceroy who now loft all Spirit. Clodius pro- 
ceeded againft him in the moft furious Manner. Pompeyy Cafmr^ 
and Crajjus were at beft cold and indifferent, and were only 
afraid left Clodim (hould puih his popular ExcefTes farther than 
was coniiftent with the Views they had prcfcribed to them- 
ielves. The Friends of Cicero were divided, and there was 
now no Medium between Cicero ftanding his Ground, and 
thereby hazarding a cruel civil War, with a general MaiTacre 
of the Senate, and his retiring from the Storm. He wifely, I 
think, followed the latter Courfe, and Cloditu then brought up 
a Bill, againft him, to the People, in the following Words. 

** For as much a3 Cicero did caufe feveral Roman Citizens 
** to be put to death without an Ordinance of the People, 
«* and without any Form of Juftice, and did, for that End, 
** produce falfe and fpurious Senatus Confulta, or Orders of the 
Senate, may it pleafe you to ordain, and be it ordained ac« 
cordingly, that he has been forbidden the Ufe of Fire and 
Water ; that it may not be lawful, for any Perfon whatfo- 
** ever, to give him Harbour or Shelter ; that if any body 
prefumes k> to do, it may be lawful to kill both Cicero ^ and 
the Perfon with whom he (hall be found ; that no Body fhall 
have Liberty to propofe, to the Senate, to have him recalled ; 

•• that 
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pie, it was a pernicious Step, unlefs they had fifft 
begun to point at me by Name. But I omit what 
is paft, for this Reafon ; that if any Thing is in Agi- 
tation for me^ you may not however be uneafy at 
that Law, which contains many public Benefits. 

'* that if any Body (hall ad contrary to this Prohibitioii» na 
** Member of that Houfe may givt his Opinion by Word of 
** Mouth or otherwife, upon the Propoiition that ihall be made, 
** nor fubfcribe to any Thing that may be refolved upon in hit 
«< Favour, till thofe Perfons, that he put to DeaUy are re- 
'« turned from the other World." 

This brines me to consider the Senfe of the Original lA this 
Paliage, which is, I think, as important and as perplexed at 
any Thing in our Author's Works On'g, Siuoi te cum Ckleom 
fcribis de prinjilegio locutum, eft ali quid ; fed muuo.eft melius abro- 
gari. Si enim nemo impediety qtud eft firmut f Sin erit, fuiferri 
non Jinat ; idem Senatus confmto intercedat, Nic quicfuam aiiud 
9pus efty quAm abrogari. Nam prior Lex fios nihil Ltdebatm ^am 
fi^ ut eft promulgHtOy laudare 'voluijfetnusy aut^ ut erat mgligemda^ 
negligere ; nocert omnino nobis non potuijfet^ 

Monfieur Monzault is of Opinion, that the Privilegtnm^ here 
fpoken of is to be applied to the Law of Clodius, which Culeo^ 
and Cicero's other Friends, thought invalid, becaufe, fays he, 
all Priiiiegia, or Laws pointing to private Perfons, are forbid- 
den by the twelve Tables, and the Law, which we have re- 
cited, was no other than a Pri'vUegium, Monfieur Morabin, 
the excellent Author of the Hiftory of Cicero\ tanifhment, has 
not explained himfelf upon this Head, though he feems to lean 
towards the Senfe of Mongault, But neither of them have 
taken Notice of the Commentary of the learned Njonutiusy who 
fuppofes, that a Privilegiumy in favour of Cicero, might have 
been brought before the People by Way of Bill, provided it 
took its Rife from a Refolution of the Senate. He therefore 
fuppofes Cu/eo to have propoled to yltdcus the bringing in fuch 
a Bill. I have tranflated the whole PafFage, in the Manner^ 
I thought moll agreeable to Qceris Meaning, and the Frac-* 
tice 01 Antiquity ; and indeed Cicero feems to have judged 
Right, in wfhing to have the particular Law, pointing at 
him, repealed, and to make a Compliment to Crrfary and tho 
Enemies of the Senate, in fuffering the former general Law to 
fland. 

( I ) There is a great Peculiarity in the Original here, which 
I have copied in the Tranflation. Orig, Hie mibi primum meum 
ifinfilium defuit, fedetiam ob/uit. 

It 
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It is however foolifh in me to give you Difeflioris' 
fts w wliat you are to do, or in what Manner you 
are to a^T I only wifh fomcwhat were donej in 
this refpcil, your Letters conceal a great deal from 
me, fearingt I luppofc, that I may be driven to fome 
more violent Dcfpair. For what do you fee can be 
done, or in what Manner, through the Senate ? 
Remember that you yourfelf wrote me Word, that 
Clodius had fixed up, in the Portico of the Senate- 
houfe, that Article of the Cledian-Lnw, that nei- 
ther Motion, nor Mention, fhould be made of my 
Return, In what Manner' therefore did Dcmitiut 
propofe to make the Motion ? What a fullen Si* 
ience did Clodius keep to thofc Pcrfons, who, as 
you mention, both talked of the Affair, and de- 
manded that the Motion ihould be made ? Is the 
Meafure to be carried through by the Commons ? 
How can that be, unlefs all the Tribunes are unani- 
mous for it ? Can I be reftored to my Eftate ? Can I 
return to my Houfe ? If I cannot, how can I be 
faid to return to Rome ? Unlefs you take care that 
thofe Difficulties are removed, .what are the Hopes 
to which you invite me i If Hope is gone, what 
Life remains for me ? I therefore wait at TbeJJalo- 
nica^ for the Proceedings of yf«f«/ the iji-, which 
will determine me either to go to Cyzicum, or to fly 
towards your Eftate, where I can avoid the Sighs 
of thofe I hate, and where, as you write me Word, 
1 (hall fee you, and be nearer at hand fiiould.any 
Meafures be taken. At the fame Time, I under- 
ftand, that both you, and my Brother, are pleafcd 
with this Propofal. 

Now, my Pomponius, as you did not, in my 

H(MJr of Danger, exert your Wifdom, cither be- 

M caufe 
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caufe you had coo good an Opinion of mine, er' 
becauic you thought you acquitted yourfelf of alh 
you owe to me, if you gave me your Attendance 5 
fince I iay, after being betrayed, deluded, and tra- 
panned, I have neglefted all the Means of my Safety v 
fince I have abandoned and forfaken all the People of 
Italy J who rofe for my Sake and to defend me ^ 
fince I have deUvered up myfelf to my Enemies^ 
while you flood by a filent Spectator, under fewer 
Apprehenfions, if not pofleflfed of more Wifdom^* 
than I ; as this is my moft melancholy Situation,.- 
do what you can to raife the Proftrate, and, in ib do- 
ing, you afnft me. But if all the Avenues of Safety 
aie (hut up^ do me the Favour to let me know the 
Truth, and ceafe, at laft, to cut me with your Re- 
proach, or to footh me with your Comfort. Ne- 
ver would Lhave trufted myfelf under your Roof» 
as my chief Refuge, had I a doubt of your Ho- 
nour ; I have only but my own Madnefs to accufe 
in thinking you loved me as well as I was fond to 
believe you did. Had that been the Cafe,* your 
Friendfhip would have been the fame, but your Ap- 
plication greater. You doubtlefs would have ftopt 
me when rufhing ta ruin, and would have fpared 
yourfelf the Toils you now undergo in this Shipwreck 
of my Fortunes. Therefore write me all Things 
as they are, clearly and knowingly. Continue to 
permit me to be of fome Confequence, though 
I cannot be of that Importance I loft, while I 
might have improved it, and look upon this Let- 
ter to come from me not as accufing you but n^y- 
felf. If you think it proper to write to any Perfons^ 
in my Name, I beg that you would do it, and 

takie< 
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take care that the Letters be delivered. Dated the 
i9/i& oiAuguJi. 



E P I £l T. KVI. 

Nothing but waitiilg for your Letters, concern- 
ing what paffcd on the ijl of Auguft^ keep^ 
me undetermined as to the whole of my Journey. If 
they give me any Encouragement, I will fct out 
for Epirusy if not^ for Cyzicumy or follow fome other 
Courfe, Biit the oftene^ I penife your Letters,' 
iny Hopei become the fainter ;' becaufe, upon con- 
fidering them, they weaken all the Encoitragement 
they fuggeft*; and it is cafy to perceive, that you' 
want to foothe, without deceiving, me. I therefore 
entreat you to reprefent Matters to me as they really 
are, and your own Sentiments as they really occur 
tx) yourfelf. Dated the 21ft: of Augujt. 



E p I s T. xvir. 

1HAVE received fcveral melancholy, but con- 
curring. Accounts concerning my Brother ^/»- 
/«j, from the ^tb of June to the laft of Auguft^ 
when Uvineius (1), the Freed mah' of Marcus Re- 
gulus{2)j came to me from his Patron. He told 
irte there was no Mention of any Thing, but that 
fome Reports rah coftcernihg the Son of Catus CI0-' 



.Ci 



( 1 ) His Name was Lucius Uvineius TrypSo, and he did oar Ah- 
dior particular Services during his Exile^. 

(2) Marcus Li'vineius Regulus was Rafter next Year, and' 
Trttune in the Year of Rome 701. He afterwards fervid in the 
civil War under Cafar^ as Proquajier. 
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dius\i\ and, at the fame Time, he brought vk 
Letters from *my Brother. But, next Day, the 
Slaves of 5^/«j( 2") came with Letters from you, 
which were not in that fearlefs Strain, in which L/- 
vineius talked. It is no wonder, if amidft my ter- 
rible Oppreflions, Tarn anxious, and the rather be- 
caufc the Trial is within the Department of Jp^ 
plus. 

You write me, by the fame Conveyance, an Ac- 
count of what I am to hope for \ but, that, I per- 
ceive, is more faint than what I am encouraged ta 
by others. For my own Part, as the Time for 
deciding the Matter cannot be far off, I will either 
repair to you, or I will, as I do now, hover about 
thefe Places. My Brother writes me Word, that 
you are the only I'upport of his Interefts. Need I 
to encourage you to continue your Friendfliip, or 
(hall I return you the Thanks which you look not 
for ? All I wi(h is, that Fortune may put us 
in the way (to be fafe and happy in the Enjoy- 
ment of our mutual Love and Friendfhip. I am 
always exceflivcly impatient for your Letters^ 
and never lear that by them your Exaftnefs yf\\\ 
give me Trouble, or your Sincerity, Pain. Dated 
the ^h of September. 

( T ) This young Gentleman was Nephew to PaUius C/odtus, 
He afterwards impeached Mi/o for his Uncle's Murder, and it 
was thought that, at this Time, he would have preferred an 
Impeachment againft ^ntus, our Author's' Brother, in whick^ 
Jfpiusy the Brotiier of Clodius, was to be the Judge. 

(2) He was dcfigned 'Tribune ^ and Cicero afterwards pro- 
nounced an Oration in his Defence. 
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E P I S T. XVIII. 

YO U rais'd my Expedlation very high, when 
you wrote me Word that our Friend Varro had 
given you frefli and well-grounded Aflurances of 
Pompey*% Undertaking my Aflfair, and that he 
would even move it in the SenaUj as focn as he 
ihall receive the Letters he expedted from defar^ 
Was there nothing in this Intelligence ? Were C^- 
far^s Letters unfavourabk to me ? Have I ftill any 
Hopes left ? For you wrote me, that he affured you of 
the fame Thing after the Election was over. By all 
the Woes I fuffcr, and by your own feeling Heart, I 
conjure you, make me certain as to the true and 
whole State of my Cafe. That excellent Man, that 
deareft Friend, my Brother ^inlusj fills all his 
Letters with mighty Hopes, fearing, I fuppofe, 
that I may be too much dqefted. As to your Let- 
ters they are of different Strains. They are againft 
my entirely defponding, or my ralhly Hoping. I 
b^ that you'll give me Intelligence of every Thing 
that comes to your Knowledge. 



E P I S T. XIX. 

AS long as your Letters ^ere of a Strain that 
gave me fome Ground of Encouragement, I 
Witt detained at Tbejfalonica by Hope and Dcfire. But, 
after I faw an End of all my Expeftation of any 
Thing being done this Year, I declined going into 
jifidj both becaufe I hate a Croud, and becaufe I 
was unwilling to be at a Diftance, if any Thing 
ihould be attempted by our new Magiflrates. I have 
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therefore determine to come? to your Houfe in Epirtu j 
not that I am invited by the Beauty of your Seat, for 
I am even out of Love with the Light j but it would 
gtve me an inexpreffibie Pleafure fhould I fail tp 
Happinefs from your Harbour j and, if the Port of 
Happinefs is blocked up to me, I caq, no where 
cife with more Comfort, either endure, or, (which 
is much niore eligible,) fling from me, this detcfted 
Load of Life. I will difmifs my Train, and come 
with but a few Domeftics. 

My other Correfpondents have always flattered 
me more than you have, yet your Encouragement 
has never been near fo faint as my own Hopes. 
But now, that the Thing is undertaken, let it be 
purfued in the fame Traik in which it fcts out, and 
be the Event what it will, never (hall I difregard 
the wretched, and the woeful. Entreaties of an ex- 
cellent and an only Brother, the AflTurances oiSeftiust 
and my other Friends, the Hopes of my Wife, the 
mpft dfjefted of Womankind, the Cries of my 
Daughter, the mod wretched of her Sex, or your 
Letters that are fo full of Friendftiip. Epirus will 

either open a Path to my Happinefs, or 1 need 

not repeat it ( i )• My Pomponius^ as you fee me, 
\>y the Treachery of Mankind, ftripped of all that 
is great, of all tliat is dear, of al} that is defireablc 
in Life ; as you are fenfible that I have been be- 
trayed, and am become an out-caft through thofe 
who advifed me, and that I have been puflied on 
to the Ruin of myfelf and Family, I beg and 
conjure you to afllft me by your Pity -, to fe- 
cure, to my Bi other, the Means of Safety that 
are yet left him, md to proted my Wife and 

I) Orrg". /ui quod fori ffi Jufra^ 
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Cinldren. You need not doubt of my repairing to 
jRome^ if you have any Hopes of my Return^ if not, 
come, if you can, to fee me in Epirus^ and allot 
me fo much of your Ground, as my body can co- 
ver. In the mean while, let me hear, by your 
Slaves, as often and as early as you can. Dated the 
16th oi September. 

E P I S T. .XX. 

MY. Qeciliusj the Son of ^intus^ Pomponia* 
nus^ jitticus^ I wifh you Joy of your new 
Defignation ( I ), and I moft fiocerely compliment 
you upon your Uncle's acting as a Man of Honour ^ 
(were it proper for a Wretch, like me, to ufc the 
"Word) I would fay, that I jrejpice at it. Unhappy 
Man ! yet how defueable might iny Life have been, 
had I i>ot been abandoned by my pwn Courage, my 
own Reiblution, and the Friend (hip pf the Men I 
trufted. Recolleftion is painful «, it adds to my 
Dejeftion. But you, my Friend, I know will re- 
collect what a Life mine was, how full of Dignity, 
how full of Endearment. I conjure you, b^ your, 
own Fprtune, to apply yourfelf that I may recover 
mine^ and that I may celebrate the Uirth-day of 
my Return, at your delightful Palace with you apd 
my Friends. I have a Pleafure in the Thoughts of 
attending in your Houfe in Epirus^ for the Effeftg 
pf the good News with which I am flattered, bur, 
according to my Intelligence, I am more conver 
niently fituated where I am. 

(i) Mticus had been lately adopted by his Unc|$, ^umim 
OecilitUf and thus he afTumed the 'tlzmtoiCadfius Poiftfomamu, 
which was as much as to iay» OecUm of the family of the 
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You are rightly informed as to my Houfe and 
the Speech oi Curio. If I am reftorcd, I Ihall be 
reftored in general to all my PoflelTions, and of 
thofe I prefer none to my Houfe. But I recom- 
mend nothing to you particularly, I entirely rely 
upon your Affedtion and FriencKhip. I am ex- 
treamly pleafed to hear that fo great a Fortune, as 
is fallen to you, has rid you of all Incumbrances, 
I am eafily fenfible of what Advantage it is to my 
Affairs, when you offer me your Purfe to do me 
Service, and defire that, in all Cafes, I will diftin- 
guifh you as my Friend, by calling upon you for 
Afliftance. I well know how great a Share you have 
taken in the Meafures to reftore me, and how very 
capable you are to execute them with Ability, and 
without being folicited for that Purpofe. I will o* 
bey you, and free you from the Sufpicion you hintat^ * 
when you forbid me to imagine that you ever had ^ 
Thought of any unfriendly Thing, be it Commif- 
fion or Omiflion towards me. My Obligation in 
this, however, to you is heightened, becaufe yoq 
have had a more fublime Senfe of Friendfliip for 
me, than I have had for you, 

I beg you will write all you fee, all yoq 
know, ^nd all that is pafTing, and fpirit up all 
your Friends to do me Service. The Bill of 
Sejiius (0 is too difgraceful and too dange-^ 
rous, for it ought to Name me perfonally, and 

(i) He had been tniftcd by Cr/ar with a Draught of the 
Bill, which he was to prefent, in his Tribunefhip, tor Cicero\ 
Reftoration, but it was fo crowded with Reftriclions and Li- 
mitations, that Cicero, who received a Copy of it front yjtticus^- 
difapproved of it, and would, it fcems, rather have ventured 
)>eing brought in upon the Footing of a Pr/iv7/^«;», than that 
1m i^uld i^ reftored in fuch loofe general I erms. 

the 
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the Mention of my EfFefts ought to be more parti-- 
cular, I beg you would take Notice of that. Dated 
at Tbejfalonica the 4th of OSoher. 



E P I S T. XXI. 

TH E Day on which I write this Letter is the 
thirtieth, fince I had one from you. As to 
myfelf, I had refumed the Jlefolution, I acquainted 
you of before, to go to EpiruSy and to make that my 
chief Refidence till I (hogld know my Fate. I beg 
that you will write me in the fulleft Manner, all that 
you can learn, of whatever Nature it may be, and 
that you will, in my Name, as you mention, fend 
Letters to all whom you think proper to apply to. 
Pated the 28th oiO£iobcr. 



E P I S T. XXIL 

THOUGH my Brother ^intus and Pif$ 
have been very particular in their Intelligence 
of all that has paffed j yet I could have wifhed that 
your Bufinefs had not prevented you from fending 
me Information as ufual, of all that is pafling, and 
your own Sentiments upon it. The genteel Beha- 
viour of Plandus ftill detains me here, though I 
have made repeated Attempts to fet out for Epirus. 
That Gentleman has a Hope, which is very diftant 
from my Thoughts, that we may fet out together, a 
Circumftance which he imagines would do him a 
great deal of Honour. But now that I hear Sol- 
diers are marching this Way, I think it is high 

Time 



ffo CICERO'j EPISTLES 

Time to leave him. As foon as I take my Leave I 
^Rfill inftantly acquaint you where I am. 

I am fomcwhat encouraged to hope for the goo4 
Offices of Pompey from the Services which Leniulus 
has done me, and which he has fignified both in 
Fads, Promifcs, and Writing -, for you have often 
informed me that Pompey was wholly under the Di- 
redtion of Letitulus. My Brother hath informed mc 
that all Hopes of gaining Meiellus muft con^e thro* 
you. Do you your utmoft Endeavours, my deareft 
Pomponius^ that I may be once more at Liberty to 
live with you and my Friends ; and write me all 
that pafles. I am weighed down with Grief by the 
Lofs of all tha.t ever was dear to me ; Farevdl. 

If I had gone to Epirusy through fjfejfalia^ I 
muft have been a long Time without receiving any 
Intelligence. I therefore went by the Way of Du^ 
razzoy bccaufe the People of that Place are my ve- 
ry good Friends^ and I there finilh this Letter which 
} had begun at Thejfalonica. I will inform yoi; when 
I fet out from hence for your Houfe. I beg you 
to write me muft particularly of every Thing tha( 
occurs, be it what it will. Now is the Time that 
muft finifti my Affair, or muft finifh my Hopes- 
Dated from Durazzoy 26th of November. 



]E P I S T. XXIII. 

THREE of your Letters came to my Hands 
on the 2 Jib o( November. In one of them^ 
dated the 2 gib of OStobeTy you encourage me to be 
\n good Spirits 'till the Month of January^ and 
this Encouragement is founded upon the Zeal of 

Leniulus 
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Lentulus^ the AfFedion of Meullusj and the general 
tlan of Pompey. Your next Letter I read was^ 
(a Thing not ufual with you,) without a Date, but 
indeed it fufficiently intimates its own Date. For 
after the Promulgation (i) of the Law by the eight 
Tribunes of the Commons, you write, that you had 
fent oflf that Letter that very Day, meaning the 2gtb 
of OSlober^ and you inform me of all the Services, 
which you iipagine that Promulgation has done to my 
Intereft. But, if, even with the Advantage of this 
promulgation, my Caufe fliould be defperate, I beg, 
by all your AfFeftion to me, that you will conftrue 
my idle Anxiety to be the Refult of Wretqhednefs, 
rather than of Impertinence. However, if there is 
ftill any Spark of Hope, 1 beg you wiir endeavour, 
that I may in Time to come be better fervcd by our 
Magiftrates. 

For that Bill of the former Tribunes contained 
three Articles, one, and a loofely worded one \% 
was, was concerning my Return. Now I am re- 
ftored to nothing but to my Refidence in the State, 
and to my Rank, a Happinefs, I mud confefs, to 
one in my Situation. But you are no Stranger to 
the other Provifions that ought to have been niade, 
and in what Terms they fhould have beep con* 
ceived. The other Article was a Matter of Form, 
I mean a Claufc of Impunity, for thpfe who ihould 
contravene other Laws by obferving that Law. As to 
the third Article, I beg, my deareft Friend, that you 

( I ) Ni/iftius the Tribune, and his fcven CoIIeaguos, of tbcir 
own Accord, when it was not expeded from them, prcTented 
another Bill to the Senate for the recalling of our Orator, and 
the redoring him to all his Honour ; but there was no Provifioa 
made in this for the Reparation of his Fortune. 
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will inform yourfelf with what View, and by what 
Pcrfon, it was inferted. You know that Clodius pro- 
cured an Adl, which rendered it next to, if not 
wholly impoffible, cither for the Senate or the Peo- 
ple to repeal his Law. You will, however, obfervc 
that fuch Sorts of Ads of Guaranty againft repeal- 
ing Laws, are feldom obferved •, for indeed if ^ey 
were, it would become almoft impraflicable to re- 
peal any Law, for we can imagine no Law will o- 
jnit fencing itfelf againft a Repeal. But the A&, of 
Guaranty is in fadt repealed along with the Law to 
which it is tacked. As this is a Matter of Fad, fo 
the Pradtice of it has been conftant and unvariable, 
and our eight Tribunes of the Commons brought 
in this Article. '' If there is any Thing in this Bill 
that by the Laws or the Decrees of the Com- 
mons (that is by the Chdian Law) is not per- 
** mitted to be promulgated, repealed, or difrc- 
•* garded, either in whole or in Part, without Pu- 
*' nifhment to the Perfon who fhall make fuch 
•* Attempts, this Law has Refped to nothing of 
♦* tharKind(i).'' 

Now 

(l) On'g Si amd in hoc rogationt ftriptum ejl^ fuod fer iezes^ 
flthijfve fcita^ JJoc tfi^ quod fer legem Clodiam promulgate, e£rO' 
garty derogare, obrogare S. F. fua nan liceat, non licverit ; fuod've 
ei pa fromalgavit^ edfrogavit, derogetvit, obrogavit. ob earn rem 
fen^, multa njejit E. H. L.N.R. 

The Reader is here to obferve a Difference between the Leges 
or the Laws, and the plebisfcita, or the Decrees of the Com- 
jnons. The former were propofed by a Prxtor, a Conful, or a 
Di£bitor, to the two Orders of Patricians and Plebeians. But 
h was fofficient iov vl plebisfcitum (which in Time came to be 
equally binding with a Law upon the Patricians, and both of 
them were c^ed Rogationes) to be propofed to the Commons 
alone, by a Tribune. The Abrogatio was the Repeal of the Law, 
the Derogatio was the Repeal or Alteration of it in part, the 
Qbrogatio was the rcveriing it, by making a Law in dircdl 

Contra- 
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Now the Penalty here taken Notice of does noc 
afFeft thofe Tribunes of the Commons ; for they 
were not bound by their own unanimous Confent. 
There is therefore greater Grounds to fufped them 
of fome malicious Intention, when they paffed that 
which could with no Propriety ferve them, and was 
injurious to me ; fo that the new Tribunes of the 
Commons, if they were to be intimidated, Ihould 
think themfelves the more obliged to infcrt in their 
Bills Claufes of the fame Nature. Clodius has takeiv 
Care to avail himfelf of this •, for in an Affembly 
of the People, on the ^d of November ^ he faid, 
** That this Claufe ought to ferve as a Rule to the 
•' Conduft of the fucceeding Tribunes of the Peo- 
** pie/* and yet you are fenfible there is no Claufe 
of this Kind in any other Law, whereas, were it 
neceflary, it would be inferted in all Ads of Repeal,; 
I beg you will inform yourfelf how thi^ came to ef- 
capc Ninnius and the reft, and who brought it in ; 
and why the eight Tribunes of the Commons did 
not hefitate to make a Motion for me in the ^nate 
Houfe. Whether they were of Opinion that na 
Regard was to be paid to that Article. If fo, why 
were they fo cautious in repealing it, as to be afraid 
of it, when aftually they had broken through a Pre- 
caution that may be negle£ted even by thofe who are 
•bound by that Law. 

I am abfolutely unwilling that the new Tribune* 
of the People fhould bring up fueh a Claufe, but in 
whatever Shape they bring their Bill, provided it 

Contradidion t9 It. The initial Letters S.F. are to be read 
Sine Froiuie, without Punifhment ; for that was the Senfe of the 
•Id Roman Word Fraus, The Initials £. H. L. N. R. are to 
be read Ejus Hac Lege Nihilum Rogaiur, 

ift 
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is cffeftual, I fiiall &'c fatisficd with that Claufe 
which rcftdres me to my Country. I have long ago 
thought this Letter too long, I am even afraid that,- 
before it comes to your Hand, my Condition will 
be defperate, and thus, all the Pains I have been at 
will only fervc to give you Mifery, and to make= 
others merry. But if you ftill have any Hopes, con- 
fult the Law which r//i?///«j(i) drew «p for 37/iw 
padiusy for I think it a good one ; though I can<i 
not fay the fame of that drawn up by our Friend 
SextiuSy and which you feem.to approve of. 

Your third Letter is* dated the tzib o^ November y 
there, you lay' before me,^ with great Abilities and Ac- 
curacy, all the Incidents from Craffus^Pompey and o^ 
thcrs, that Bid fair to retard my Return. I therefore 
intreat you, that, if you have any Hope of Succefs 
from the ^Zeal and Authority of Patriots, or even' 
from Force of Arms, endeav6ur by all Means to car- 
ry it through by one vigorous Charge (2). Follow 
this Meafure with' Spirit, and aroufe the retf of my 
Friends to join you. But if (as I fee yoii hint, and 
I have always feared) my Hopes are at an E.nd *, I 
beg and conjure you to love my Brother ^intus^ 
that Brother whom my Miferies have made mifera- 
ble. Suffer him not to fink into greater Defpon- 
dency than is inconfiftent with the Interefts of your . 
Sifter's Son. Do your utmoft to protefl: my Cicero^ 
my wretched Infant, to whom I can bequeath no 
other Legacy than the Deftrudion and Ignominy of 
his Father's Name. Let your Kindnefs fupport my 
Wife ^eretUia^ the moft diftreffed of Womenkind* 

(1) He was the fame with Culeo^ we mentioned before. 

(2) Ci€ero it feemt, thought it kwfiil to make ufe of Anns t6' 
xiftote himfelf , 

Aar 
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As fooh as I know tfie Tran&ftions of the firft' 
Days of the Eleftion of the Tributtes^ t will fet 
out for Epirus. I beg you will write nife Word in 
your next Letters of what paffes after they are en- 
tered upon the Exercife of their Office. Dated the. 
laft of November. 



E P I S T. XXIV. 

WH E N in a former Letter you wrote me 
that the Appointments for the confular Pro- 
vinces had been made by your Confent, though I 
v^as afraid of bad Confequences from thofe Ap- 
pointments, yet ftill I was in hopes that you had 
your own Reafons of Weight for what you was 
doing. But when I afterwards underftood, both 
from what was told,, and what was wrote, me, that 
your Conduct was highly blamed, I was greatly 
ilartled (i) ^ becaufe it feemed to extingui/h the faint 

( I ) There Teems to have been a Piece of fecret Maaagement * 
in this Part of our Author's Hiftory, which w€ are at a Lofs^ 
at this Day, to dear up j for AttUus thought it fo improper ta 
commit it to Writing ; that he took a Journey to Cicero in Perfon to 
|;ivehim an Account of hisCondud on this Occafion. ThcMea- 
lure, however, that Gcem blames here is, at firft Sight, pretty 
unaccountable. Cicerel^B great Dependance now was upon the 
Condud of the new Tribunes of the People* eieht of whom 
were heartily in his Interefb ; and it was a great Point for him 
that they ihould have it m their Power to m^e Terms with the 
Confuls ele£t, upon the Alotment of their Provinces, nhick 
was entirely at the Option of the I'ribunes. But the latter were 
deprived of an Opportunity of making fuch Terms by the For- 
wardnefs of th6 Senators, who to oblige LentuUu and Metellui 
Nefosy the Confuls elefl, had, contrary to all Precedents, given 
them their Choice of their Appointments and Proviaces, before 
they entered upon the aduai fixercife of their Fun6Uons» by 
which, at firfl Sight, Cicero feemed to lofe a capital Advantage. 

Glimmering 
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GJimmcring of Hope that was ftill left us. Foi* 
if the Tribunes of the Commons are made our 
Enemies, what can we farther hope for ? They 
furely have no Reafon to be my Friends, as my 
Agents have aded fo void of Forefight, and as, by 
iny Conceffion, they have loft all the Weight which 
they might otherwife have had in this Affair ; cfpe- 
cially, as they fay, that it was my Imereft alone 
that made them wilh for an Influence in the confular 
Appointments, not that they wanted to retard chem^ 
but that they might have made the Confuls my- 
Friends ; whereas if the Confuls ihould now op* 
pofe me, they can do it with a better Check upon 
their ConduA j but that they cannot befriend me 
without the Concurrence of the Tribunes. You write 
me, that, fuppofmg I had refufed my Confent, the 
Confuls would have gained their Point with the People* 
But let me a(k you, could they have prevailed with 
the People againft the Interpofition of the Tribunes ? 
Upon the whole, I am afraid that we have forfeited 
the Friendfliip of the Tribunes, or if we have ftill thdr 
Friendfhip, that the Connexion, between them and 
the Confuls, fo neceffary for ourlntereft is broken. 

I can fee another great Inconveniency in this, that 
we have forfeited, as I am very well informed, all 
the Force of the important Decree made by the Se- 
nate " that they would go upon no Bufinefs before 
•* they had finiflied my Affair,** and what makes 
this the worfe is, that the Mcafure(i) was not only 
in itfelf unneceffary but unprecedented and unufual. 
Never, I believe, till now were the Appointments 
of the Provinces of defigned Confuls, regulated ; 
fo that, as they have receded from that Refolution, 

(i) Hz. Of the confular Appointments. 

which 
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vhich they came to on my Account^ it is hard to 
fay what other Decrees they may pafs. 

I am at a Lofs to account for the Motives that 
induced my Friends and Agents to be for this 
Meafure. Few Pcrfons can be fuppofed, to be fond 
of openly flying in the Face of the vifible Interefts 
of two Confuls, It was a Point of great Difficulty 
to (land out againft LentuluSj who was amongil: the 
beft of my Friends, or MeUlluSj who had with 
great Humanity, laid afide his Refentment to- 
wards me^^ But I am terribly apprehenfive that we 
cannot keep, in our Interefts, both the Confuls and 
the Tribunes. Write to me, as you have propofed, 
upon this Matter, and how the whole of it ftands^ 
for though the Truth may not be palatable, yet I Ihall 
take it kindly from you. Dated December the lotb. 



E P I S T. XXV. 

AFTER your Departure, I received your Let- 
ters from Rome J by which I perceive that I 
muft linger out my Life under this Load of Wretch- 
cdnefs. Be not offended at what I fay. But had 
there been the fmalleft Hope of my Prefervation, 
you would not, loving me as you do, have left 
Rome{\\ at this Junfture. But left I (hould be 
reproached with Ingratitude, or with Madnefs in 
wifbing all to be involved in my Calamity, I will 
iay no more. I beg of you that you'll perform your 
Promife in feeing me, wherever I may be, before 
January. 

(1) There is fome Reafon for believing from this Paflage that 
this Letter is mifplaced by Editors. 

N EPIST. 
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E P I S T. XXVL 

FROM your Letters, and the Situation of the 
Thing itfelf, I perceive that I am compleatly 
ruined, I beg that in all Matters in which my Family 
may want your Afliftance, that you will not leave us to 
Mifery, I expe6l: to fee you as foon as you promife. 



E p I s T. xxvn. 

I HAVE received Letters from my Brother 
^uintus with the Senate's Decree concerning 
me (i), I have fome Thoughts of waiting till the 
Law is paffed -, but if it fhould be delayed I will 
lay hold of the regiftered Senfe (2) of the Senate, 

and 

(i) I have, contrary to all Editions of thofe Epiftlcs, made 
this the lail Letter in this Book, becaafe the Senatus confidtum 
mentioned here, could be no other than that ^ematus confultam 
which imported, ''that the Confuls fhould fend circular LetCer» 
" throughout all Italy to invite all the Freemen, that were well 
<< aifeded to the Commonwealth and defired its Prefervadony 
*' to repair immediately to Romey It is true, the Date which 
is affixed to this Letter, <vix, the 24th of DeceTnher, does not 
agree with the Day upon which the Senatus confultwn pafTed, 
which was not till fome Months after. But then it is as true, that 
only one Edition of thofe Letters, that of Fi^orius, gives any 
Date at all to this Letter. 

(2) Orig. Utar auSori fate Senatus. There is one Circnmftance 
which has been negledled by mo.t Commentators and Tranflatort 
&nd which, if not attended to, will create inexprcflible Difficulties 
in reading our Author^s Works, and indecr! thofe of any other 
Claific. I'he DiilinCtion 1 mean is tliac between a Senatus cou^ 
fuitum and the ^u^oritas \enatus. 1 he Senatus conjultum was no 
Other than a Refolution agreed to by the Houfe, without re- 
ceiving any Negative hat could defeat its Purpole. But in 
the fcnatorial Language, Auitcritas was a- very difFeterit I'hing 
^m what we call Authority in EngUjh. For it vtaiSB^ Senatus 

confuitum 
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ilnd irelign my Life tather than my Countrjr. I beg 
you will make hafte to fiild me out. Farewell. 

^ confitHan ifchdired iabordfVe irid ineffedluii, bjr the inteif odng 
Negative of one or more Tribunes. However, nbtwithdand^ 
ing fach % Negative, the Motion, dr rather Refolution, was 
regularly entered upoii the Regifters or Journals of the Houfe^ 
and thereupon was called the AuBoritas Senatusy or the regiftered 
iSenfe of the Senate. Now the AuQoritas mentioned here by 
bar Author, was that which wais regiflercd upon the lil of ^« 
ikiMr^for his Return*. 
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E P I S T I. 

m 

58f 3yC)3( S foon as I came to Rome^ and found out 
1^ A fl^ a fure Hand with whom I could truft a 
w-j^C^ I-etter to you, I thought my firft Bu- 
finefs was (as you was not at Rome) to 
wifh you Joy of my Return. For, (hall I tell you 
the Truth, I knew by Experience that in giving 
me Advice, you was neither braver nor wifer than 
myfelf; and, conGdering my paft Attachment to 
you, not over anxious about my Welfare and Prefer- 
vation. But I knew at the fame time that you, who, 
in the Beginning of my Mifconduft, or rather Phrenzy, 
was my Partner and Companion in it, and in all my 
chimerical Fears, bore, with great Bitternefs of Spi- 
rit, my Abfence^ and exerted all your Endeavours, 

your 
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'your Zeal, your Application and Labour, to accom- 
plifh my Return to Rome. I (hall therefore be be- 
lieved when I tell you, that one Thing was want- 
ing to compleat the mighty Joy, and to crown my 
glorious Welcome, I mean that you fhould blcfs 
my Eyes, or rather my Arms. Never, (fhould I 
once lay hold of you,) Will I fufFcryou to leave mc, 
and I fhall think Fortune, by reftoring mc, has been 
more kind than I deferve, unlefs 1 make myfclf 
amends for all the paft Lofs I have fufFered of your 
mod agreeable Company. 

With Regard to my Situation, at prefent, I 
have regained my Figure at the Bar, my Dig- 
nity in the Senate-Houfe, and that Friendfhip 
of the worthy, which always has been my Ambi- 
tion, and all in a greater Degree (i^ than I pof- 
feffed before my Banifhment, and with lefs Difficul- 
ty than I imagined. As to my private Affairs, I 
meet with inexpreflible Oppofuion, and you know 
how they have been ruined, fquandered, and plun- 
dered. I ftand not fo much in need of your Purfc, 
which I look upon to be the fame as my own, as 
your Counfels, with regard to the repairing and rc- 
fettltag the Wrecks of my Fortuntf. At prefent, 
though I fuppofe you have been informed ot all, ei- 
ther by Letters from your Friends, or by common 
Report and Meffcngers, yet I will give you a fliori 

( I ) It is no unufaal Thing in Life, efpecially public Life, 
for rhofc who oppofed a Meafure A\'hen the Succefs of it was 
doubtful, to puih it on extravagantly, when it is more than pro- 
bable that it will be carried. Chatles 11. upon his Return to 
England, could not imagine where the People were, wh6 had 
kept him out fo long. This was a very natural Sentiment, anil 
^reeable to what is feveral Times exprcfl'ed by our Author upon 
the like Occ^oA. 

N 2 AccouM 
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'Recount, of what I imagine you are ^q(t defirou^ 
(p. know, under jpy qwn H^d. 

I left J)urazzo on the 4th of Augufi^ being the 
Day on which the Decree for my Return was pub-: * 
Jiflied. On the 5th 1 papie to Brun4ujiumx where \ 
jnet my ^uUiola^ who kept her Birth-Day with me, 
)( bteing the fame with the Anniverfary of the ^tundu- 
J!an Colony, and of the Dedication of the Temple of 
public Wclfa^;^. The People no fooner gox hpjd of 
(his Circumftance, than all Bxundufiiim rung with 
Reclamations and Compliments. While I was a^ 
J^rundujium^ pn the 8 th of the fame Month, I un- 
4erftood, by Letters from my Brother Stuintus^^ 
^hat the Decree for repealing m'y Banifhment, had 
paffcd the Affembly of the Centuries, tp the incre- 
dible Satisfaftion of all Ranks and Ages, and y^\i\^ 
^ unprecedented Concourfe from all Italy. Hav- 
ing received the higheft Civilities from all Men of 
Diftindtion at Brundujium^ I fet put from thence 
and received, in my Journey^ the Compliments of 
the Deputies, who flocked from all Quarters. When 
\ drew near to RofnCj there was not a Perfon in that 
City, be his Rank what it will, whofe Name was 
known tp a Nomenclatar ( i ), who did not come out 
to meet me, excepting thofe Enemies who had gone 
ib far to ruin me, that they were not at Liberty ei- 
ther to (lii&rnble, or to deny, their Rancour. When 
I came to the Capenian Gate, the Stairs of the Tem- 
ples were croudcd with the lower Ranks of People, 
vho intimated their Joy for my Return by Peals of 

(i) This was a very ufeful Officer in Rome. His Ufcfulncfg 
conilfied in his knowine by Sights and being able to name, all 
fhe principal Men of uie Sute, and for this Purpofe he at- 
fcndcJ the Candidates for public 0$ces. 

Applaufe 5 
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Applaufe ; nor did they leave off following me with 
Acclamations, till I reached the Capitol, and won- 
derful it was, to behold the Crowds which filled 
the Forum, and the Capitol itfelf. Next Day, 
which was the 5th of September^ I delivered nay 
Orition of Thanks to the Senate in the Houfew 
For two Days there had been a great Scarcity of 
Provifions at RomCj and the Mob, by the Inftigation 
of ClodtuSj had run firft to the Theatre, and then 
to the Senate-Houfe, crying out that it was through 
me the Scarcity had happened ( i ). The Senators 
were then fitting upon this very Affair, and Pctnpey 
was called upon to take the Care of it by the Voice, 
not only of the Commons, but of the Men of Pro- 
perty. This was what he hinifclf wanted, and the 
Mob called out upon me, by Name, to make the 
Motion. I made it, and laid down my Opi* 
nion with great Clearnefs, while all the other 
Confulars, excepting Mejfala and jifraniusy were 
^bfent, upon Pretence that they could not deli- 
ver their Opinion at once with Safety and with 
Freedom. The Senate, upon my Motion, came 
to a Refolution, that Pompey fhould be treated 
with to take that Commiflion upon himfelf, and 
chat a Bill (hould be brought in for that Pur- 

pofe. While this Refolution was reading, at every 

( I ) There is fomething very unaccountable in all the Rela- 
tions we have ofC/odius and our Author, if we are to believe 
|he latter, there never was ^ Meafure Co compleatly to the Sa- 
tisfadion of all Ranks of Mankind, as his Return to Rune was, 
and yet in lefs than iix and thirty Hours we find his capital 
Enemy at the Head of a Party^ which, without any v^ble, or 
at leaJd rearo:(iable Provocation, puts him in Danger of his 
Life. 

N 4 Mention 
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Mention of my Name, there was a Shout of that 
infipid, fantaftic, Applaufe» which is now in vogue; 
I then delivered a Speech to the People, with the 
Leave of all the Magiftrates, excepting one Praetor 
and two Tribunes of the Commons. Next Day 
there was a full Senate, and all the Confulars refufed 
to Pompcy nothing that he alked for. When he had 
obtained the fifteen Deputies he demanded, he 
named me the firft, and he declared, that in all his 
Proceedings I ftiould be his other felf. 

The Confuls engroffed the Bill, by which Pom- 
peyj for .five Years, received full Powers with Re- 
gard to Provifions all over the World . Mejftus en- 
groffed another Bill, which gave him a Power of 
difpofing of all Monies, with a Fleet and an Army, 
and a greater Command over the Provinces than 
the Governors have to whom they are allotted. Our 
confular Law appears to be modeft, when compared 
to this intolerable one of Mijftus. Pompey fays, that 
the firft was at his own Defire, but the latter the 
"Work of his Friends. The Confulars make a 
Noife, and that of Favouius is greater than all ( i ). 
For my Part, I am filent, and the rather, bccaufe 
the Pontiffs have not as yet given in their Anfwer 
concerning my Houfe. Should they be of Opinion, 
that the Confecration of it is invalid, I (hall have a 
noble Spot. The Confuls, according to the Relo- 
lution of the Senate, will cither make an Eftimate 
of the Building that has been thrown down, or they 
will demolifh what is raifed, build a new one at their 

(0 ^^g' Omjulares^ tbtci Tavmioyfremunt, Fitv^nius was not 
A Confnlar, and therefore the Meaning of cbifi PaiTage anoft b^ 
u I bavp tranflated it. 

own 



to ATTTCUS. 185 

0wn Expence, and make an Eftimate of all my 
other Effects ( 1 ). 

You have now the State of my private Affairs, 
which, compared with my Profperity, are but^irv- 
diflfercnt, if with my Adverfity, happy. You know 
that I am extrcamly uneafy in my private Circum- 

• 

( 1 ) Cicero gives us no very advantageous Idea of his Firm- 
nefs upon this Occafion. It is extrcamly plain that he was f» 
mUeh difgufted with the Condufl of the Koman Patriots at rhk 
Time ; that, contrary to his private Sentiments, he had left 
their Party, and it was owing only to Pompef% Moderation, 
that the Power, which Cicero had been fo initrumental in ghr- 
ing hlm^ was not fatal to his Country. It is certain, that all the 
Men of Confequence or V irtue thought it might prove fo, and 
Cicero was of the fame Opinion himfclf. !But our Author*s 
Experience had taught him other 7 hings than to rely anj 
longer ifpoA (h^ Merit of a fhowy Condud. Wk^ now attached 
himfelf to Power. But indeed he had a great deal at (lake* 
being no better than an illuftrious Beggar, and he was not fute 
whether he could be reilored to his Poil'enions or not. Clodim^ 
to bar him from ever recovering his Houfe in Town, had net 
only demolifhed it, but had procured the Ground on which it 
flood to be confecrated, by which it became Sacrilege to inak^ 
it revert to a private Proprietor But as fome Doubts aroic 
concerning the Validity or this Confecration, the Cafe was re- 
ferred to the Pontiffs. 

The College of Pontiffs in Romcy at this Time, confifled of 
fifteen, and the Exercife of their Judgment, in religious Things, 
was fo extenfivc, that they entcrecT upon many civil Caufes. 
They even had a coercive Power of Judgment, and could im* 
pofe Fines and Puniihments. But the Reader is not to imagine, 
that this pontifical College, as to it'? Jnltitution, had apy thing 
in Cv^mmon with the modern religious Polic}' that prevails in 
Italy and in Roman Catholic Countries. It is true, the Jurif- 
djdion of civil and relig'ous Matters, was feparate, but the 
Perfons who exercifed thofe Jurifdiilions were the fame, and 
the Remans had no Notion that there was any Peculiarity of 
Chaiadcr required to conftitute a Pontiff'. They thought that 
a Perion who filled the civil Offices of his Country with the 
greatcll Abilities, uas the befl fitted to difcharge the religious 
ones. This Maxim is the very reverfe x)f the Policy that ha» 
been fince pradl.fed, (and in no Country more than Enxlandj) 
where the Qualifications of a Prieft have often been his raifpoit 
to the higheii Dig|ucies in \hz State. 

ftanccs> 
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fbaices, and I have fomc Family-Croffes, which T 
cannot truit to writing. I have a due Regard and 
Love for my Brother ^intus^ as being one of the 
moft worthy, virtuous, and honed: Men in the 
World. I expeft and entreat that you will haften 
your Journey hitherwards, and come fo prepared a$ 
not to fpffer me to be without your Advice. I am 
now laying down a new Plan of Life ; fome Pcr- 
fons (i) who befriended me in my Eidle, now that I 
^m returned, begin fccretly to hate me, and openly 
fo envy me. J am extreamly defiroqs tp fee you. 
I J ■>■ ". " . • .11. . 

E J> I S T. II, 

IF I write to you more feldom than your other 
Correfpondents do, I beg that you will not at- 
tribute it to rny Remiffnefs, or even to my Hurry 
pf Bufinefs, which, though great, (hall never inter- 
irupt the Courfe of our AfFeftion and my Duty. For 
now that I am come to Rome^ I am more certain 
of a fafe Conveyance of my Letters to you. Thi% 
therefore is my fecond Letter from this. 

In my former, I have acquainted you with the 
Manner of my Return, with my Situation, and with 
all Things as they ftood, which, as I told you, •* if 
*• compared with my Profperity, are but indiffe- 
^* rent, if with my Adverfity, happy." After that 
Letter was difpatched, there was a terrible Difpute 
concerning my Houfe. I fpoke before the Pontiffs 

(i) The Trpth is, it was not fo much from perfonal Regard 
that the wifcft Men of Rome befriended Cicero^ as from a ^ on- 
vxdion that it was necefTary to make his Return a kind of a 
Trial of Strength be^veen the Fadion of Clodius, and that of 
the Senate ; for both of them were equally fadUoos at this 
Time againft the Conftitution of iS^. 
^ Oft 
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po the laft of SefiemkiT. My pMiog was, a Jwgh- 
iinilhed Piece. For if ^yer 1 diftinguUhed inyfclf in 
fpeaking, if ever 1 made a Figure oji other Occa^ 
(wns, give me leave to fay, ?hat my Grief, and the 
Intereft I had at Stake, gave my Words, at thai: 
Time, a peculiar Energy. Our ypuiig Men therct 
fore ought not to be without this Spec$:h, I wiU 
fend it to you Ibon, though perhaps you ppiay not 
defire to fee it. 

When the Pontiffs had decreed, that if the Per- 

fon^ who faid he had confecrated my Hpufe, did it 

peither by (he Command of the Feople, nor by a 

Pecree of the Commqps, nor wa$ nominated to 

that Commiflion by the Comm^d of the People ( i), 

nor by a Decree of the Commons, their Opinion w^s^ 

i« that that Part of the Ground might be rcftorcd 

.f* to me without Saprilege," I immediately re» 

Reived Compliments of Congratulation. Fpr none 

inade a Qucftion, that this Opinion put me again 

^ Pofleffion of my Houfe. Clodius then, having 

leave from hi^ Brother 4ppiHSj inftantly mounted 

the Tribunal, and fpoke to the People. He told 

them, that the Opinion of the Pontiffs was in his 

Favour, and that I was endeavouring to re-ente^i 

into Poffcffion by Force. He exhorted them to fol^ 

low him and his Brother Afpiu^^ to defend their owi| 

Liberty. Here, when even the lowefl amongfl: the 

People were either confounded or diverted with the 

Impudence of the Fellow, I refolved not to approacli 

the Place, until the Confuls, according to the Refo- 

( I ) As the Verdid of the Pontiff appears plainly to have 
been i^ecial, where was the Abliudity of Clodius in lajrins 
bold of that Speciality, and maintaining, that the Confecrator 
V|fa$ properly authorifod by the Cpnu^oiis \ 

lutioa 
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ludon of the Senate, had contraited with Architeds 
to rc-cdify the Portico of Catulus. 

On the I ft of Offoier^ the Senate was very full, 
all the Pontiffs, who were Senators, being fum- 
moned. Marcellinus^ who is very much my Friend, 
and whofe Opinion was firft afked, demanded of them 
what was the Refult of their Report. Then Marcus 
ImcuIIus^ fpeaking the Opinion of all his Colleagues, 
faid, " that the Pontiffs were the Judges of the Reli- 
gious, but the Senate of the legal, Confideration* 
That he, and his Colleagues^^ had already come 
«• to a Determination with regard to Religion, and 
•* that the Senate muft do the fame with Regard to 
*• Law/* Every one of the other M^nibers, whofe 
Opinion was asked in their feveral Turns, fpoke 
greatly in my Favour. When it came to the Turn 
oiClodiuSf he endeavoured to take up the whole 
Remainder of their Time, nor indeed would he 
ever have come to an End, had not the Indignation, 
and the Noifeof the Houfe, forced him at laft to 
finifh, after fpeaking almoft three Hours. 

When the Senate was come to a Refolution, . ac- 
cording to the Senfe of Marcellinus^ with but one ne- 
gative Voice in the whole Houfe, S err anus interpofed. 
The two Confuls immediately began to concert 
Meafures to remove this Interpofition, and when the 
Men of greateft Weight gave it as their Opinion, 
that the Refolution of the Senate was to reftore to 
me my Houfe, to contraft for rebuilding the Por- 
tico of CatuluSy to require all the Magiftrate? to 
maintain what had been the Opinion of the Senate, and 
that if the Peace was broken, the Senate would lay it; 
at the Door of the Perfon, who had interpofed, i^r- 
TMHS was ftartled, and Cornicinus entered upon his 

old 
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old Farce, by throwing oflF his Robe, and then 
calling himfelf at the Feet of his Son-in-Law^ 
who demanded that Night to deliberate, but it was 
not granted him ; for the Houfe well remembered 
what had happened on the ift of January j at laft, 
however, when I confented to this Requeft, it was 
granted him with Difficulty. 

Next Day the Senate paffed the Refolution, which 
I fend to you. The Confuls then treated about rc« 
ftoring the Portico of Catulus^ and Undertakers 
were immediately found, who^ to the great Pleafure 
of every Body, demolilhcd that of Clodius. The 
Confulsj after proper Dcliberatitm, eftimated my 
Houfe at 16500/. But they undervalued all the 
reft of my Eftate ; they allowed me only 4160 /• for 
my Houfe at Tufiulumj and no more than 2080 for 
that of Fortni^gj and not only Men of Quality, but 
even the Mob itfelf, . find great Fault with thofe 
Eftimates. You will afk me from whence all this 
proceeded. Why really fome People impute it to 
my Modefty> for I neither refufed to accept what 
was offered, nor did 1 ftruggle to obtain more« But 
this was not the Cafe, for Moderation would rather 
have done me Service than otherwife. But, my dear- 
eft Friend, thofe Perfons to whom you are no Stran* 
ger, thofe very Perfons, I fay, who clipped my 
Wings, are unwilling that they ftiould grow agaiiu 
Yet I am in hopes, that they are growing every Day. 
I beg once more that youMl immediately come to 
me, which, I am afraid, if you are intercepted by 
our Friend Varro^ will not be fo foon as I could 
wilh. 

Having thus laid before you the Matters of Faft 
as they pafled^ I am now to acquaint you with the 

reft 
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reft of my Plan; I have accepted of l?omptf% Ete^ 
putation, but upon fuch Terms as that I may be 
at Liberty to ftand for the Office of Cenfor, if th<t 
enfuing Confuls Ihould proceed to an EleAioii of 
Cenfors^ or to es^ecute a votive Legation through 
almoft ail the Temples, and confecrated Groves iri 
Italy, i have my own Reaions for this. My main 
View isy that it fiiall be in my Powers either to 
ftand for the Cenforfhip^ or to leave Rmi the Be* 
ginning of the Summer. In the mean while^ I 
think it is not amifs if I give my Company to fuch 
of my Countrymen as have laid me under thtt 
greateft Obligations. 

You have now before you the Plan of my pub* 
lie Condud. As to my private Concerns^ the]f^ 
are extreamly embarrafledi You know how expen-* 
fivef the Re-building my Houfe at Rtmt is^ and 
what Difficulties I am put to in repairing my Houfe 
at Farmiie. Thofc, in fhort, arc two Works, which 
I can neither abandon nor accomplifh^ As to my 
Houfe at Tufculumj I have advertifed it for Sale (i)^ 
but I cannot conveniently be without a Seat in the 
Neighbourhood of Rome. The Meafure which" 
brought me nothing in Return but Difgface^ ha» 
quite esthaufted the Gencrolity of my Friends^ 
They exprefs the fame Kindnefs for me, now that t 
am prcfent, as you did when I was abfent, and 
were their Zeal and Intereft fecondcd by thofc whc^ 
contributed moft to my Return, I might eafily 
fucceed in every Thing ; whereas now I am put to 
cxceflive Difficulties, My other Troubles are of a 

(0 Orijt, Pro/cnpfi. TheCc S(nt of Pro/critticres differed reif 
littitf from oar Adv^rtik' mcnts, efpecially thofc which arcpdffed 
in the moft public Faru ot the City. 

mor« 
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more fecret Nature (i) •, but I have the Affcftions of 
my Brother and Daughter. I am extreamly impa-^ 
tient for your Company. 



E P I S T. Ill, 

I AM quite perfuaded that you loiig to know 
what is doing here, but more particularly to have 
my Story from myfelf 5 not that what I write of 
tell you, can give you any more certain Information 
as to Fafts that are publicly tranfafted % but my 
Letters will give you a clearer Idea in what Manner 
I bear thofe Incidents, and of my Senfe of the prefent 
Junfture, and j in fhort, of my prefent Situation. 

On the ^di oi November ^iht Workmen were driven 
from my Building \ff armed Men, and the Portico 
of Catulusj which, according to. the Refolution 0/ 
the Senate, was repairing by the Appointment of 
the Confuls, and wanted little more than to be 
roofed, was dcmoliflied. The Houfe of my Bro- 
ther ^iniusy at firft, was battered with Stones, 
flung from my Building, and then fet on Fire, by the 
Order of CUdius^ and by throwing flaming Bnands 
upon it in the Face ot all Rome^ to the great Dif- 
comfort aiid Grief, I will not fay of our Patriots, for 
I know of no Patriots we have, but of all Mankind 
in general. As to Clodius himlclf, he bore down all 
before him, and after he had given Vent to his Fury, 
he breathed nothing but Blood and Vengeance a- 
gainft his Enemies- ^ He then went from Street to 
Street, openly encouraging Slaves to hope for Liberty. 

Before this Time, when he declined his Trial, his 
Plea was indeed felf-evidently bad, but he ftill had 

Ci) Orig, (mtfuuirtf. Maps JrcAna» 
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a Pica. He could deny fomc Charges^ be could 
(hufHe off others, and others he might even defend 
in Point of Law. iJut after his demolifiiing, burn- 
ing, and plundering in this Manner, he is aban- 
doned by his Followers, and it is with Difficulty 
that he (lill keeps about him the Marfhal Decimus^ 
and Gellius ; he has . now no Counfellors but Slaves, 
and he is I'cnfible that his Caufe (hould he ever come 
to a Trial, would not be one whit more defperatc 
than it js at prefent, fhould he openly cut the 
Throats of all whom he hates. 

It was from this Convidtion that he followed me 
with his Ruffians on the 1 1 th of November^ and as 
I was coming down the holy Street, I was fuddenly 
and unexpedtedly befet with Shouts, Stones, Blud- 
*geons, and Swords. To fave^nyfelf, I retired-to 
the Court-yard of Genius Damio^ while my Retinue 
cafily prevented him from breaking in upon me, 
and they could have killed Clodius himfelf. But I am 
tired of Corrofives, and begin to be in love with Pal- 
liatives ( I ). When Clodius heard the People unani- 
mouQy call out not to bring him to a Trial, but to 
drag him to Execution, you would have thought 
him infpircd with the Spirit of a thoufand CaiilineSj 
a thoufand Acidini, For on the 1 2th of Navefnber 
he made fo brifk an Attack to dorm and burn down 
Milo^s Houfe upon Mount Germalusy that he openly 
headed a Body of Men, compleatly armed, with 
Bucklers and naked Swords, who continued the At- 
tack till night, while others endeavoured to burn 
it down with flaming Brands. All this while, C/^- 
dius took Poll at the Houfe of Publius Sylla^ as the 

( I ) Ong. Sid Ego diata curari tncifto. Chirurgia tadet. 

' moil 
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faioft convenient Poft for carrying on his Storm, 
Some Time after Sluintus Flaccus lallied out. from 
Milo^s Annian Houfe with a refolute Body of Men, 
and put to the Sword the mod noted Ring-leaders 
of all the Ruffian Gang of Clodius. He aimed at 
Clodius himfelf, biit he kept within Doors. 

IJovember the 1 4t h Sylla appeared in the Senate, Clo- 
Sius kept at Home. Marcellinus diftinguilhed himfelf 
in the general and keen Refentment of the Houfe, 
Metellus fpuh out the Time in making Speeches. 
In this he was aflifled by Jppius^ and who do you 
think feconded them biit your very good Friend ( i ) 
whom yoii have, with fo much Truth, recommend- 
ed in your Letters for his Firmnefs and Virtue. 
Sejlius fpoke with Pailion; Clodius continued his 
Threatenings againft the City, if the Aflembly was 
not held for the Elcftion of his Ediles. At laft^ 
Marcellinus prefented a Refolution in Writing for 
making but one Queftion of ail my Cafe j that 
it ftiould comprehend whatever related to my 
Hoiiie, to the Burning, and my perfonal Danger, 
and that it fhould be determined before the Aflem- 
bly was held for the Eleftion, and Milo gave pub- 
lic Notice that he would obferve the Heavens oa 
every Day appointed for the Eleftion. 

The Harangues of Metellus were tumultuous, 
thofe of Appius were prefumptuous, thofe of C/^- 
iius were furious, to the laft Degfee. The Refult, 
however, of all, was i, Refolution to hold the Af- 
iembly for the Eledion on the 20th of November^ 
and it would have been held, had not Milo made 
his Declaration as to the Aufpices. In the Middle 
of the Night, Milo repaired to the Place of Eleftion 
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with a ftrong Body of Men, nor durft Clodius ap*- 
pear there, though he was ae the Head of a choferv 
Troop of fugitive Slaves. Milo remained on the 
Field till Noon, which gave infinite Sadsfaftion tO' 
the Public, and great Glory to himfelF. In Ihort^ 
the Triumvirate of Brothers (i) made a IhamefuL 
Oppofition, their Strength was broken, and their 
Fury contemptible. MeUllus^ however, demanded 
that the Declaration fhould be made to him next 

• 

Day in the Forum ; that there was no Neceffity of 
cpming in the Night-Tinae to the Field of Eledion^ 
apd that he himfelf would, by Six in the Mornings 
be in Perfon at the Place of the Aflembly. On the 
2ift of November^ Milo came before it was Light to- 
the Place of AfTembly. About Day-break, MeUl" 
lus was feen to run Hke a Thief, by Bye^roads^ 
towards the Field of Ele&ion,. but Milo purCued 
him, and overtook him between the Grqves, and 
there made his Declaration, that he would obferve* 
the Aufpices ; Metellus was then obliged to leave 
the Place loaded, by ^intus Flaccus^ with bloody,. 
bitter. Reproaches^ 

On the 2 2d of the fame Month a Fair was held, 
nor were the People harangued for two Days. Thia 
Day being the 24th, Milo was in Pofleflion of the Field 
of Eledbionbythrcein the Morning, when I wrote this* 
Our Candidate and Neighbour Marcellus fnores fo^ 
loud that I hear him from the next Houfe. I am told 
that the Court-yard of Clodius is quite empty of all 
but a few tattered Wretches, who are provided 
with a pitiful Lanthern. They complained that ic 
was my Counfel alone that gave Clodius all hi« 

(I) Viz. Puhlius Clodius and Apfims CkiUm, an4 MetilUu Nt^ 
i0j^ vfh^ViU married to tktir Sifterr 

Croflc^ 
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jblroflbi little knowing what Spirit and what Abi.- 
litics my brave Friend poflefles. His Virtue is 
fcvcn amazingt and every Day I could inftance feme 
new and divine Proofs of it^ but I forbear. It is 
fufficient to fay^ in fhort^ that I am of Opinion the 
Eleftions will not be held, and that Milo certainly 
will impeach ClodiuSj if he does not before hand 
kill himi which I am convinced he will do, if they 
ihould chance to encounter on the Road ( i ). This 
I know to be his determined, his fixed, Refolution^ 
'Without being in the leaft difcouraged by my Fate. 
Noi AClo has no envious^ treacherous. Companion 
for his CounfcHor^ he puts no Truft in a fpiritleft 
great Man. 

As to my otm Part^ I have rather more Spirits 
than when I was at the Height of my Fortunes* 
-My private Circtimftances are indeed reduced ; yet 
1 have been obliged to the Afliftance of my Friend^ 
for repaying to my Brother ^uintus the Sums he 
lent me ; I did this againfl his Will, but I was 
afraid left he fhould be utterly drained. I know not^ 
in your Abfencci how to adjuft^ my Plan of Conduit, 
1 therefore require your fpeedy Prefencc. 



E P I S T. IV. 

I HAD a very agreeable Vific from Cimus^i} ' 
on the 30th of January before Day-break, for he 
acquainted me with your being in I/aly^ and that he 
Was fending off fome Slaves to meet you, and I was 

(i) Cicero here goeflcs pretty cxaftly at what aftcrwardt 
happened, for CIo(iiuj was aduaDy killed by Mi/o m this Man- 
lier. 

(2) He was one of the Agents oi JtticUs. 
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unwilling they (hould go without a Letter from me; 
Not that I had any Thing to write you of Import 
tance, etpecially as [you are fo near at hand, but I 
was willing to intimate to you how extreamly dean 
and defireable your/Arrival is to me. Fly therefore 
to me upon the Wings of AfTedion ; let me give 
you a Proof of mine. I can lay no more till I meet 
you ', I am hurried while I write ; I expedt that my 
Houfe (hall be the Rrtt Place you and your Retinut 
ihall ftop at in Rome. 

You will have a Pleafure upon paying mc tkc firft 
Vifit, in being entertained with the fine Arange*- 
mcnt of my Library by Tyranmo{i). You cannot 
conceive how valuable the Remains are, that I have 
picked up. I likewiie beg in the mean Time two 
Workmen from your Library,, whom Tyrannio may 
employ as Palters, and in other Capacities, and order 
them to bring along with them fome fine Vellum for 
Labels, which you Greeks j I think, call cvKKdficvc (2) i 
but this is juft as you find it convenient. I wiih you 

(t) This Gentleman was a GreeJ^, and an excellent Gcaai- 
marian. He had been taken by Lucullus at tKe Siege oiJmifiis, 
and had been Tutor to the Son of ^intus Gcerv. 

(2) Orig, Etiam 'vellem mibi mittas de tuts Uhrarioriit duos aU* 
fMCS, quibus Tjratmio utatur glutinatorihus, ad cetera admntftris : 
ii/que impiresy ut fumant memhranulam, ex qua indiasjiant, quM vos 
Gr/reif ut otinor, ov^XaPm (indices} affelUxtis. Commentators 
have dif^red greatly both in the Reading and the Meaning of 
this PaiTage. It is fnfiicient for me to obferve, that the Folu' 
mina, or Volumes of the Remans were large Rolls of Parch- 
ments glewed to one another. Sa/mafius is of Opinion, that 
the C^c^ were pretty much of the fame Form with oar 
Books, fie this as it will, it is certain, that the Workmen 
rpoken of here, were employed in glewing together the Sheets 
of Parchment or Vellum, and in making Labels with proper 
Ornaments and Paintings, which were to be afExed to every 
Volume, fo that each Book mijght be found a& readi^ as we 
ind ihea by Titles on the Back, 

couH 
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could order Matters, fo as that when you come, you 
may make fome Stay in this Place, and bring Piliai^ i ) 
along with you. This is but reafonable, and my 
Daughter likewife wants to fee her. Now I think 
of it, what a charming Place you have purchafed 
for your Gladiators, who I hear are very expert at 
their Bufinefs. If you had a Mind to let them out 
you might have made one half upon the other of what 
they coft you. But we fhall talk of this afterwards. 
Make hade to come to me, and, as you love me, 
do not forget the Ptftexs. 



E P I S T. V. 

YO U furely have a Mind to be merry — Can 
you imagine there ts a Man in the World, 
whom I can wifh^ preferably to you, to read and 
approve of my Writings ? Then why, fay you, did 
another fee this Compofition firft. The Truth is, 
I was teazed by the Perfon to whom I fent it, and* 
I had ao Duplicate. Wei!, would you know morr, 
(for I have been long mincing what I muft fwallow) 
I own that I thought a Recantation (2) was mean 
and fcandalous. But farewell to the Counfels of In^ 
tegrity. Truth, and Honour. Inconceivable is the 
Treachery of thofe leading Men, as they afpire to be, 
and would be in Faft, had they within them one 
Spark of Honefty. I had a Feeling, I had an Ex- 
perience, of this, when they led me on, when they 
left me, and when they fpurn'd me away •, yet ftill , 
I was determined to go along with them in public 

(1) Thii was the Wife of Atticus. 

(2) Orig, ««Ai»y}ia. Ricantatio, 

O 3 ^^\x.«%* 
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Matters, while their Condud qonttiiued the famf 
as before, and it was with Difficulty ypui: Admor 
ftitions reftored me to my Senles. 

You will tell me that you pointed out, that yoq 
led me into, the Path I was to hold, but never ad- 
yifed the drawing up that Paper. I fpeak it (incerely, 
my Friend, wlien I tell you that my Defign in it 
was to rivet the new Coalition, that I oiigbt by no 
Means fhift about to thofe who beheld mc with En- 
vy, at a Jundure when they ought to behpld ttit 
with Companion. Yet, as I Wrote you before, I 
have been very moderate in my Arguments(i). But 
I will improve them, if C^far is pleafed with the 
Compofition, and if it pinches thofe who cannot 
brook my being jn Poflefliqn of the Seat that belong- 
ed to the noble Catulusy without confidering that I 
bought it of the Upftart Vetfius. Thofe Gentlemen, 
at the fame Time fay, that 1 had more Occafion to 
have fold one of my Houfes than to have built a 
new one. But what do you think ? If at any Time 
I gave my Opinion on the fame Side with them in 
the Senate, they were pleafed that I contradidcd the 
Sentiments of Pcmpey. This is too much. But 
fince I cannot have Friend fhip from thofe who can 
do nothing, 1 muft take Care to have it from thofe 
who can. You tell me that it is a long Time fince 
you advifed me to this. I know it, and the greater 
Afs was I (2) for not following your Advice. 
But it is now Time for me to be my own Friend, 
fince I can by no Manner of Means fecure the Friend- 
ftiip of thofe Gentlemen. 

(l) Orig, vwo^iffti. Argumrnto. 

{z) Orig. Et me afmum Germanum fuij/i. All I have to plead 
for this ludicrovxs Expreflion, that it is equally ludicrous in the 
Original. 

I take 
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1 take It vtry kind that you have fo often an E^fc 
upon my Builders. I have given CraJJipe^ the Mo- 
ney I had laid afide for my travelling Chains. Do 
you meet me in the Gardens as foon as I (hall i- 
light. This is moft convenient for you. Next Day 
1 may happen to vifit you, but of this we'll confi- 
der farther^ Your Workmen have embelliflied my 
Library very prettily, by arranging and labelling my 
Books. I beg you to thank them in my Name. 



E P I S T. VI. 

BElieve me, I have a due Senfe of the Death of 
Leniuks. In him we have loft an excellent 
Patriot and a great Man-, a Man, whofe Magnanimity 
was tempered by Politenefs. There is, however, one 
Comfort left us, though a miferable one, which is, that 
as Times go we ought by no means to be grieved at his 
Death. I do not mention this in the Senfe that SaufeiuSf 
-and you, Epicunans underftand it, but by Heaven, 
I think it was fome favourable Providence of the 
Gods that fnatched a Patriot, like him, out of the 
Conflagration of his Country's Liberties. Let me alk 
you, can we (I fpeak of myfelf in particular) breath 
upon viler Terms than we do ? As for you, though 
you are by Nature cut out for public Aflfairs ( i ), yet 
you have no particular Connexions with any Party, 
and you take your Chance with your Neighbours. 
But for me ; I, who, if I fpeak upon public Af- 
fairs as I ought, am deemed a Madman *, if, as ] 
muft, a Slave, and if I am filent, a Wretch and a 
Coward, how ought I to grieve i And even that 
Grief becomes more flinging in that I cannot 

(i) Orig. «o>tfTDeoi. PoUtiiui* 

O 4 exprcft 
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cxprefs it, without incurring the Chaise of Ingra? 

titpde. 

Suppofing then I (hould take a Fanqr to lie by 
^nd take Shelter in the Harbour of Retirement. 
*Tis all in vain, I Ihould find even that a Scene of 
Warfare 4nd Trouble. §hall I then be a Fol- 
lowert who refufcd to be a Leader^ Well^ bje it fo, 
iince th^t Courfe feems to be moft agreeable to your 
iSoitiments. Would to Heaven I liad always' had 
the fame Deference for them. We arc now only to 
fail with the Stream ( i ). That, by the Gods, is what 
I cannot do, and I cannot chufe but commend Pbi^ 
ioxenui, who chofc rather to go to Jail ag^ thandit 
femble his Sentiments. While I am here, I do all I 
4;an to bring myfclf to another Way of Thinkings 
by condemning thofe Maxims, and in this you'll 
be of great Ufe to me when we meet together. 

I perceive that you frequently write tp me, but 
to my inexprefTible Concern, I received all your 
Letters at one and the fame Time. For I happened 
to read three of them before-hand, in which you 
ieemed to have fome Hopes of Lentulus, for which 
Reafon, the Fourth came upon me like a Thunder- 
bolt. Bur, as I faid before, he is not miferable 
tho* we are infenfibkj 

As to what you write mc concerning my Addrefs 
to Hortenjius^ I am otberwife employed, but I will 
not forget what you recommended. But, by Hea- 
vens, I was (hocked when I firft fat down to do it, 
left, as I had ftupidly borne with the Exceftes of a 
Man who cannot be called my Friend, I fhould as 
ftupidly expofe his Injuftice by my Writing, while, 

( I ) Orig, %Tai^%f *^X^U t»vnL9 kw^ah. Sfarfam fortitus is, 
iffam ornu 

at 
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IftAc fame Time, my Infenfibility ( i ^, which was wir 
fible in my Aftions, may become ftill more vifible 
)by my Writing, which may be looked upon as an 
Acknowledgment of my Inconftancy. But I will 
confider farther of it. 

I beg yoij'li let ine hear from yoju as often as 
poffible. Obtain from Lucceius a Copy of the Let- 
ter I fent^ to beg him to write an Account of my 
TranladiQns. It is handfbmely penoed^ prels him to 
forward the Work, and give him Thanks from mc 
for informipg me, that he will fet about it. Caft an 
Eye as Occafion offers^ upon my Building. Do not 
forget my Compliments when you fee V^ftorius^ fof 
he has dealt very kindly by me. 

E P I S T. VII. 

Nothing could come more opportunely ("2) than 
your Letter did, for allaying my Concern 
about that excellent Youth my Nephew Sluintm. 
Qb^ri'ppus had been with me two Hours before, with 
die riioil frightful Accounts. As to what yoq 
write me cgnceiming ApolloniuSy may the Gods con- 
found tii^t GVj<f«ia» Fellow, if he thinks that he can 
fcrcen himfelf, a3 the Roman Knights do, from the ^ 
Purfuit of his preferable Creditors. As to Terentius^ 
ht has a Right to do it ; as to Metellus^ there has 
HOC a Citizen for thefe niany Years — but Peace be 
to the dead (3). I will anfwer for the Money he 
owed you. Whatare you afraid of? Confidering who 
he h s made his Heir. Has he not made Clodius, and 
thus his laft Aftion was the only honeft one in his 
Liie. I doubt therefore you will not be put to the 
"i rouble of locking up this Sum in your ftrong 

IT) Crig. padvlifn, Prc/iaidrtaj.J. i. Nima faiUntia. 
\z) Orh iv«ai^ffo». Oportwttut, 
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Box ; in Time to come youMl learn to be moi« 
^utious. 

Pray remember what I recommended to you con- 
cerning my ^oufe, and to hire a Guard for my 
Workmen. Put Mito in Mind to be upon the 
Watch. My Friends in Jrpinum make a prodigious 
Noife concerning my Brother's Country - Houfe. 
What will you have me to fay? I own it gives mc 
Pwi, as for him he laughs at ^e Talk of the Pub- 
lic ( i ). I have nothing to fay farther than to recom- 
mend to yourCareand.Affedtion. our young Nephew* 

E P I S T. VIIL 

I A M pleafed with many PafTages in your Letter^ 
efpecially with your Sneers upon my Difti of 
Cheefe and pickled Cabbage {2). Well, you may 
fay what you will of thofe Farthing- Savings ; but 
Z fay that no Man can be accounted happy before 
his Death (3). 

I find nothing built for you upon your Grounds 
here. There is fomething in the Town that may 
fuit you, it lies contiguous to my Houfe ; but there 
is fome Doubt whether it is to be fold. Be it knowa 
to you, that Antium^ with Regard to Rome^ is as 
your Butbrotum is to Corcyra. Nothing can be more 
retired, nothing more ferene, nothing more plea- 
fureable. Even our beft beloved Place of Birth lofes 
its Charms (4), when compared with Antium. But 
ray Seat here, charming as it is, received new Life 
from the Arangement and Difpofition of my Books 

( 1 ) Ofig. h^Htt i/fcMr«fiTo pififtw. Ipfe autem rumores baudcurabat^ 

(2) Orig, Patina TyrotarichL 

(3) ^^Z- <*•»«'*' fMy«» iTiTDf, w^»» TiXfonfo-arr* i^. hemtnem tea*- 
turn £xeris priufquam iffum nntafunBum ^ideris, 

U) Orir, tin ut^vr^ f »Xoj •!«•«. Sit odiofa cbara donms, 

by 
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^j Tyrannioj who had va(t AlTidance in his Work 
from your Servants, Dionyfius and Menopbilus. 
JvTothing could make a handfomer Appearance than 
your Shelves did, after they had labelled all my 
Books. It is prodigious. Write me concern- 
ing the Gladiators, 1 mean if they have behaved 
well, if otherwife, I don't care to hear of them. 

Afenas had but juft left me, when I received your 
Letter. But what do you fay that that Law will 
not be moved for ? I beg you will fpeak out, for I 
can fcarce hear your Voice, let me know the Truth 
as foon as you can with Conveniency to yourfelf* 
It happens conveniently for me that the public Di- 
verfions are continued a Day longer *, for I ihall pafs 
here another joyous Day with Diotrifius. I entirely 
agree with your Sentiments concerning Trebonius. 

As to Domitiuf^ " No Egg was ever more like 
** another ( i ) than his Cafe is to mine in all its Cir- 
^* cumftances(2).'* Both of us have been betrayed 
by the fame Men, neither of us expected it, and nei- 
, ther of us found in them one Grain of Honour. In 
one Refpeft we differ, that he deferves what he ha$ 
met with. As for his Fate, I know not if it is better 
than mine. For what can be more mortifying than that 
the Man who feemed, from the Moment he was born, 
to be deftined for the Confullhip, never (hould enter 
Upon that Office, efpecially as he is the fingle Candi- 
date, or at lead has no more than one Competitor. But 
if it is true, as I know not whether it is or not, that iq 
the confular Kalendar he (lands as far from that Office 
f^ ever,what can be more wretched th^ his Situa* 

Ficuiy per Cfrerem, fiau mdU Jk fmt JtmiUi^ 
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{rion. What, I fay, can be more defperatc, excqpting 
the State of the Public itfelf, which is now irreco- 
verable (i). 

You gave me the firft Accounts I received con- 
cerning Naiia ; I always hated that Fellow. What 
do you mean by enquiring after my Poem. Sup- 
pofe it fhould want to be publiftied— Tell me— — 
Would you fufFer it ? But to proceed in Anfwcr 
to your Letter. I always received Abundance of 
Civilities from Fabius Lufcus ; nor did I ever hold 
iiim in Difefteem, for he had a good Share of Quick- 
nefs, Modefty and Decency. I thought he had been 
gone from Rome^ becaufe I had not feen him for 
a long Time, but I underftood from Gavius of F/r- 
PMM9, that he was ftili at Rome^ which was his con- 
ftant Refidence. Why, you'll tell me, (hould you 
be ftartled with fo triflng an Incident. The Truth 
is, he brought me a great deal of certain Intelligence 
concerning the Brothers of Firmumy I cannot think 
what has broken off our Correfpondence, if it be 
broken off. 

I will, as you advife me, behave in public Mat- 
ters (2), with a proper Circumfpeftion, and fteer the 
middle Courfe (3). But this requires more Abilities 
than I am mafter of. I mud, as ufual, be aflifted 
by you. I wifh you would found Fabius^ if you 

(i) The Original of dils Paragraph, which the Reader may 
l^onfult, is inexpreflibl^ intricate. I have tranflatcd it ^m the 
beft Readings, as I think Cicero meant it. It is, however, pro- 
. per for the Reader to know that this Domititu jEnob^bus ftood 
for the Confulfliip, and would infallibly have carried it, had not 
Pompey and Crafflu prevailed with Cuto to have the Ele^on poft- 
poned, and by that Means qualified themfelves to be Candi- 
iUttSy and were chofen. 

{j) Orig. woXiTuuff. PoUtktn 

{}) Orig* TJ» m 7^fifisiv. Un$am i^ttrionm^ 
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have any Means of Accefs to him, and tamper ^ 
little with that Meflmate of yours, and fend me 
daily Intelligence of that and ail other Matters. 
Write to me^ though all you. have to fay is, that you 
have nothing to write. I wifti you well. 

E P I S T. IX. 

_ _____ ' 

THERE is a ftrong Report at Puzzoli^ as if 
Ptolomy ( I ) was again upon his Throne. In- 
form me, if you have any Certainty of this. I am 
here, feafted ; you think, I fuppofe, upon the De- 
licacies of Puzzoli(2) and the Lake of Lucrinus^ 
No, upon the Library of Fauftus. I have even my 
fenfual, as well as intelledual. Entertainments. But 
by Heavens, Books alone give me Support and Re- 
frelbment, fo infipid and tafielefs are all other Amufe- 
ments and Pleafures become to me, through the 
wretched Situation of my Country, and I had rather 
fill that little Bench in your Library, under the Buft 
of Ariftotle^ than fill the higheft Seat of Govern- 
ment (3); nay, I had rather take a Turn at your 
Houfe, and in your Company, than walk with the 
Man, whom, I forefee, 1 fhall be obliged to fot- 

( 1 ) Ptoionr^ Auletis was the Father of the famoas Cleopatra. 
His Story i% well known from our Authored other Epiilles, and 
that after being driven horn hh Throne, he was reilored by 
GahiniiUy at the Head of a Roman Army, in eyprefs Contra- 
di^Uon to the SiM/tMeVeHes, whilfl our Anthor, in vain endea- 
voured to have that Commifllon to his Friend Lentulus. 

(2) This was a Sea-Town nc^x Naples and the Lucrine Lake, 
which lay in its Neighbourhood, and is now a nafty Marfh» 
famous for Shell-Fiih, cfpecially Oyfters. 

(3) ^rig. Sella Curulh. Thefe were a kind of Elbow-Chairs, 
of a particular Form, ornamented with Ivory, and appropriated 
to the Ufe of the Confuls, Prxtprs, and the great jEdiles, 
who for that Retfoa were called CunA Magifirateu 

low 
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low(i^. But let Fortune, or, if there is a Protrk 
dence (2), let Providence, look to that Walk. 

I beg you will look after, as often as you can^ 
the Building of my Gallery, my Stove, and every 
Thing that has been defigned by CynSj and urge 
Pbilotimus to forward the WorkmeOt that I may 
not be quite behind hand with you m Matters, that- 
are to your own Tafte. Pompcy came to his Houfe 
at Cuma Yefterday, being the 2 ill of Aprils and 
immediately fcnt one to prcfent me with his Com-* 
pliments. Having finilhed my Letter this Morn^ 
ing, I am now fetting out to pay him a Vifit. 

E P I S T. X. 

I SHOULD be glad to know if there is any 
Ground for a Report we hare here, that tht 
Tribunes, by pretending to obfervc the Aufpices^ 
prevent the Enrollment of the People^ and what the 
Behaviour and Sentiments of the People are, with Re- 
gard to theCenrorihip(3)? I have been here for 

fomc 

(0 This feems to be the Senfe of Cicero, Bot there is, ii» 
Ihe Orieinal an Allufion of no great Importance with Regard 
to a Vifit, which Ccero intended to pay to Pompey the Perfonr 
here fpoken oS, 

(2) This is a Sneer upon the Epicurean Philoibjphy, which^ 
Jtticus profefTed, for I cannot think the Expremon in the 
Original juitiiiablc by any other Conllru^on. 

(3) Ihe ccnfoml Authority, if virtuoufly exercifed in the 
Rcfonnaticn of Manners, and the Degradation of Senators^ 
Noblemen and Knights, who were unworthy of their Stations, 
might have dill faved the Conditution of Rome, But yet I can- 
not help being of Opinion that their Power, which was difcre- 
tionary, and could be circumfcribed only by their own Virtue 
and Judgment, was very liable to Abufe in that degenerated 
State of the Republic, when our Author wrote It was, per- 
haps, not witliout rery plaufible Reafors, that the Tribunes of 
t^/ar"6 f a/ftion, reprcfled their Authority, which if properly 

exercifed 
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fotne Time with Pompey. We have had together a 
great deal of Difcourfe upon public Afiairs. H we 
are to believe him (for I cannot fpeak of him without 
this Reilridion) he was diflatisfied with himfelf ; he 
looked with Contempt on the Government of Syria^ 
with Indifference on that of Spain. If we may be- 
lieve him> (for ftill I think that is the Charafteriftic 
which we muft affix to him^ as Pbocylides ( i ) did a 
peculiar Mark to his own Works) he is very 
much obliged to you for arranging the Statues in hi» 
Amphitheatre. With Regard to me, he feemed, 
by Heavensy to pour out his Soul in Tendernefs 
and Confidence. He even came to Cumit from his 
€wn Houfe to fee me. He appeared not a little dif* 
tafted at Ai^/<i!s (2) (landing for the CorUulfhip.' 
I wi(h you would inform me what you know con- 
cerning that Fad. ' 

I am obliged to you for writing me Word that 
you would recommend the Embellilhment of my 
Aftions to LucceiuSf and that you frequently look 
after my Builders. My Brother ^intiu writes me 
Word, that he has his dear Cicero along with him ^ 
he will fee you about the 7th of May. I left Cuma 
Yefterday, being the 27th of April \ I lodged all 
Night at Naples with Lietusy and I write this early 

cxercifedj, might have beea an uofurmountable Bar to his Am- 
bition, fhe Enrollment h^re fpoken of, ought, by the Laws 
of Rome^ to have been performed every five Years, and was % 
fery ufeful Piece of Poliqr. For the Names, Ages, Number 
•f Children, and the Value of the Eilates of all Citizens being 
enrolled, the Government always had the Means of making a 
pretty exa£t Eftimate of the Strength of the State. 

(1) Orig. kJ 7P^fAf«v^(V Et hoc Pbocylidis, 

(2) Pomprf oppofed him becaufe he befriended ^r«if«/. Pom* 
f/yV^Antagpnift. 

in 
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on the 20th in the Morning, on my Journey to my 
Houfe 2xPompeia. 



E P I S T. XI. 

IW A S wonderfully pleafed with your Letters,- 
which I received the laft Day of laift Month. Pray 
write me the whole of that Story, for I am impatient 
to know it. There is another Matter which ,1 
beg you would inform yourfelf of ; you may do' 
it by Demetrius {{). Pompey told me, thai he had 
ihade an Appointment with Craffus^ at hfe Seat at 
Alba^ the 28th of this Month, from whence they 
were to fet out together for Rome to fettle Accounts 
with the Farmers of the Revenue. I afked him (2), 
whether they had fettled Matters with Regard to the 
Shew of Gladiators ? he faid, his Bufinefs would be dis- 
patched before they mounted the Stage. If you know» 
either at prcfcnt, or when Pompey comes toRomey what 
there is in this Matter, I beg that you will inform me. 
I am here with IHonyftus (who feAds his Compli- 
ments to you and all your Friends, and is, take' 
my Word for it, a very extraordinary Perfon) in 2 
Manner devouring Books. Nothing gives Pleafurci 
equal to extenfive Knowledge (3). As therefore I 

(0 This was the famous Slave and Frccdman of Pompey^ 
and he had amafled fo much Money in the War againft Mithri- 
datiSy that after building one of the moft magnificent Amphi^ 
dieatres in Rome, and laying out Gardens at an immenfe fix- 
pence, he died worth about 500,000 A of our Moncv. 

(2) I fufpedl Mondeur Monrauit has mifunderftood this Paf- 
fage. I have therefore tranilated it different from him ; for I 
can by no means fee that his Tranflation is warranted by th« 
Original. In the mean while, I am not abfolutely fare of my 
own Tranflation, and whether this is not one of Cicero's Sneers 

5 the Wit of which is in a great Meafure loft to us) by joining 
^M^Iicanis and Gladiat9ribus. 

(3) Orig, fiin yTwHVTf^ot n van iiUftii* Nihil fuofvius qman/ciri 
,§mm0, 

am 
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am a Perfon who thirfts for Information, write me 
all tfiat pafled upon the firft and fecond Days of 
the Month ; how the Cenfors behaved, what is be- 
come of the SolHcitation of Apfius^ and what of 
his Brother Clodius^ the effeminate y4'/)«/^/ttj (0 ^^ ^^ 
State. In fhprt^ write me what you are yourfelf 
employed in. For to fay the Truth, I am riot fo 
much pleafed with the Accounts of frefh Occur- 
rences, as with your Letters. I have carried no 
body with me but Dionyfius^ and yet, even though 
you arc not here, I am not afraid of our Convcrla- 
tion growing infipid(2). I am greatly diverted. 
Pray give my Book to Lucceius. I fend you the 
Treatife of Demetrius Magnes^i)^ that you may 
have an immediate Opportunity of returning me aa 
Anfwer by the Bearer. 



E P I 8 T. XII. 

EGnatius (4.) is at Rome^ but I had a very ferious 
Difcourfe with him at Antium concerning, the 
Affair of Halimetus. He gave me frefli AfTurances 
that he would a6t in good Earneft with Aquileius. If 
you pleafe therefore, you will give Egnatius a Meet- 
ing. I fcarce think that I can fucceed for Macro ; for 

( 1 ) He was a fcdidous Tribune under Marius. 

(2) Orh. Ntc metuo tamen ire miln fcr?no defit ahs tt. Open de^ 
Je^ar. Th^ Original here is extreamly dark. I have tranflated 
it, according to what I take to be Cicero's Meaning. 

(3) The Subjeft of this Book, was a Treatife concerning 
Unanimity amongft fellow Citizens («7s§« of*oyo»a9») and fome 
Commentators have thought that it was written by the Freeman 
of Pompey. 

(4) He was a Roman Knight, and a great Friend to our 
Author. 
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there Is a Sale at Lctrimimy which will laft for rw<* 
Days. I hope you will cxcufe my Failure, though 
I perceive you have a great Regard for Macro ; 
but as you love me, I abfolutely infill upon your 
and Pilia^s fupping with me the 2d of next Monthv 
I am thinking of fupping on the ift in the Gardens 
of my Sonin^Law Craffipesy whom I will vifit, 
though he lies out of my Road, becaufe I intend tx> 
elude the Rcfolution of the Senate (i). After Sup- 
per, 1 will go to my Houfe in the Town, that I may 
be early next Morning with Milo ; \ will fee yoi> 
there, and again put you in Mind of my Invita- 
tion (2). All here fend their Compliments to you. 



E P I S T. XIII. 

I Perceive that you know of my Arrival at TVgf- 
ctilmn the 15th oi November^ whtrt Di^nyfius 
gave me his Company. I intend, what do I meaa- 

by intend ? 1 am obliged, to be at Rome by the 

14th of next Month, to be prefent at Milo^s Mar- 
riage (3), not to mention that there is fomeTalk of 
the Ek-6tions of Confuls (4), about this Time Uke- 
wife. I am far from being troubled becaufe I was 
abfent from the Senate Houfe, whereas I hear the 

(0 Ong. Ft^cio frautiem S.C. If a Senator was \n Romey and 
did not attend the Service of the Houfe the firft Day of the 
Month, he was fined by a Handing Order of the Hoiife ; but 
Cicero eluded this Fine by being in the Neighbourhood, thougk 
r.ot witliin the Walls, of Rome, 

(2) Or:g. Promoticio, 

(3) He married the Diftator ^yHa\ Daughter. 

(4) Thofe Elections were generally held in the Month of 

Jvly, but the Meeting was adjourned this Year 10 the End of 

Debates 
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Debates run very high (i). For 1 muft either have 
fpoken againft my Sentiments^ or have failed in my 
Duty. But I beg you will write, as exaftly as pof- 
fible, an Account of all thole Matters, and of the 
prefent State of the Commonwealth, and with what 
Sph'it the Confuls bear .all thofc Diforders (2). I t:m 
Very fharp fet(3) to hear all, and^ to tell you the 
Truth, every Thing alarms me. 

I underftand, that after our Friend Craffus (4) jaf- 
fumcd the Imperial Robe, he left Rome with left 
Dignity than Lucius Paulus, at his Age, and> like 
him, in his fecond Confulfhip, formerly did* Scan»- 
dalous Man ! I have taken great Pains upon my 
Treatife, concerning an Orator, having often revifed 
and carefully corrected it. You are at Liberty to 
copy it out, I again entreat you to be very diitindt 

(i) One of the moll terrible EfFcdls of the Triutnviratc be- 
tween Crf,far^ Crajfjts and Pompeyy Was the two latter obtaining 
by their Intereft, the Prolongation of Crfars Government of 
Caul for five Years, while Fompey\ by C<vjar\ Interell obtained 
the Government of Spain^ and Cra/fus that of Syria, 

(2) Orig. tf^UAjbtoF. Tumultum. 

(3) Orig. o|vniir&^. Famelicus. 

(4^ Crnjjus was both ambitious and avaritions, and to gratify 
the latter Paflion, he had obtained the Government of Syri^j, 
that he might make War againft the Varthians, by which h« 
cxpcdcd immcnfe Treafurcs. Ab nothing make** a Man more 
odioub, as well as contemptible^ than Avarice docs, there was 
R Kind of a Confpir.icy amongft all Ranks of Men againll this 
Expedition, and the Aufpices which were taken accc>rding to 
Cuilom, previous to his iJeparture, being found unfavourable, 
the ^J'ribunc Attim^ after pronouncing a Form of Imprccatioa 
againft him, if he departed, which was thought by the People 
to carry along with it infallible Damnation, would even have 
flopped him by Force, had not Crajfus efcaped in the Tu- 
mult out of Rcmc. We need not therefore have Recourib to 
any fupernatural Infcrpofition that enforced this Imprecation to 
the Deftrudion of Cra£its and his Army, l.ccaufe, in Fad, it 
carried along with it a retil and a phyfical Caufc, by the Kftcdts 
it produced upon the Spirits, both of his Men and Officers. 

V 2 \xv 
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in giving mc your Account of the prcfcnt State of 
public Affairs C I )y that I may not come to J^^/9t^ 
quite a Stranger. 



E P I S T. XIV. 

OU R Friend Vejiorius writes ttie Word that he 
reckoned you did not leave Rome before the 
loch of May J which was later than you intended on 
account of your Indifpofition. It will give me fin- 
cere Pleafure to hear that you are recovered. In the 
mean while, I beg that you will fend a written Or- 
der to your Domcftics, that I may have Admittance 
to your Library, in the fame Manner, as if you 
were prcfent. I have Occafion for feveral Books^ 
but more particularly for thofe of Varro{2). For 
there are fome PafTages in his Bopks, which I fliall 
make ufe of in the Treatifes I am now compofing, 
and which I am in hopes will give you Pleafure. 

If you have any News concerning my Brother 
SluintuSy or of Cafary or of the Elcdions, or of the 
Commonwealth (for I know how quick and faga- 
cioUs you are in thefe Matters) pray let me have 
them ir> writing. Though you have nothing of 
Importance to write, yet write me fomewhat, for I 
never thought a Letter of yours, either unfeafonablc 
or goflTipping. Above all Things, I beg that you 
will fee me with the firft Opportunity after you 
have fettled your Affairs, and your Journey to your 

(i) Orig. yip wa^ffM ttardfaaif TvwviSf, Pntjhttim rerum 
fiat ri grpphite. 

{2\ He was at this Time Lieatenant to Cafar in his Govern- 
ment of Caul. 

Mind. 
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J^ind. I offer my Compliments to Dionyfius. 
Farewell. 



E P I S T. XV. 

I A M glad to hear of the good Fortune of £tf/y. 
cbideSy who, to his own Name, has that of Titus 
Cacilius now added, in the fame Manner as Diony- 
fius takes the Name of Marcus from me, and that 
of Pomponius from you. It will give me fenfiblc 
Pleafure, if Eutycbides knew that he is obliged for 
his Liberty to your Kindnefs for me, that I was no 
Stranger to the Sympathy ( i ) he Ihewed for me ^in 
my Trouble, and that I have fince had a due Re- 
fentment of it. I fuppofe you are under a Neccffity 
of going to Afia^ for you never, without the moft 
urgent Occafion, would fo long banifh yourfdf 
from all that is <lear to you in Friendfhip and in 
Life. But a Judgment may be formed of your 
Tendcrnefe and Affeftion for your Friends, by the _ 
Quicknefs of your Return. Yet I am apprehenfivc 

that the Rhetorician Clodius {2) m3Y% by his Wit, 
charm you to a Stay, together with Pituanius (3), 
who is I hear a very learned Man, and, though late in 
Life, is now ftudying the Greek Learning. But be 
a Man of your Word, by returning to us at the 
Time you have appointed. When thofe Gentlemen 
ihall come fafe to Rome^ you may have their Com- 
pany there. 

*(i) Orig. avfi/wa^Heu. Comrniferationem, 
(z) He was a famous ProfelTor of Rhetoric^ a Native of Si* 
d/y, and taught both in Latin and GreeA. 
{3) He feems to have been of a noble Family in Rune. 

P 3 Xw. 
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You write me that you long to have a Letter 
from me •, I have ftriit you one which contains a 
great Number of Particulars, all of them written in 
the Form of a Journal (i), but I conjefture you did 
not ftay long enough in Epirus to receive it •, for 
the Manncnr in which I write my Letters, at leaft 
thofe I adclrelis to you, is generally fuch, that I dare 
not truft them with any Bearer, but one who I am 
fure will put them into your own Hand. Now a^ 
to the Affairs of Rome. On the 9th of Jufyj Su/C' 
»/7j (2) and Ctf/^ were acquitted, and Prc^iUus was 
condemned. From this we may learn, that our fu- 
perlative Ariopagites{i) do not value a ru(h "Corrup-r 
tion and Violence at Eledions, nor the Interreign of 
Government, and the treafonable Violations of the 
whole Syftem of our Conftitutioo- Wc were to con-t 
fider whether it was lawful to kill the Head of ^ 
Family within his own Houfe ; yet this Queftion 
was not carried without a Divifion ; for, out of fifty 
Judges, twenty two were for acquitting the Crimi- 
nal. It mull be owned, that Publius ClodiuSj whq 
appeared fur the Frofecution, when he came to wind 

( 1 ) Orijir if/kt^o>jyh,f. Dierum ordinf. 

(2' Thofe thruc J'ciTons had been Tribunes of the People 
twi.» Years Lctbrc, and were now impeached for undue I'ra^lices 
t> t:;vour the EJetiicn oi Pom fey z^nd Uaj/us, t^vo of them were 
-.(qu'tted, but the third, }-roiiiius, hnving been guihy of an 
•Aiihllination was caft. 

',;0 Alluding perhaps to the three Eftates of Senators, 
Knights, and Tribiiacr. of the JVcafurc, which made up the 
Rcii'.h of Judges. 1 have tranflatcd the Gnek here by the W ord 
K)itfrru'ti'ii', upoa the Authority of many Writers, particularly 
or ii'jrace, who fometimcs was very fond of hitinizing the 
iircck \ hrafc'jHgy, l-'or Inftance, when he has Occasion to 
^rauilate the \\'ord«i r^wKOL^iu^^vf and t%icxf*>^tKt(^^9. he does it by 
Uii rohur bf /f J /;v//f jr circu fichus iraty wiieiJC the Word triplex i$ 

m\y meant to exaggerate. 

up 
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«p his Speech, made a great Impreffion upon the 
Minds of the Judges, Hortenfius fpoke in his ufua^ 
Manner. As for me, I did not open my Lips ; for 
my little Girl, who is now fick, was afraid of my 
throwing out fomewhat to cxafperate Clodius. 

When thofe Trials were ovcrv the Inhabitants of 
i?^^/^ ( I ) carried me to their Country, which is an- 
other Tempe {2) for Beauty, to plead their Caufe a- 
gainft thofe of Inter amnii^) before a Confol and ten 
Commiffaries. The Cafe was, the latier had cut 
through a Mountain to widen the Difcharge which 
Marcus Curius had given to the Lake Velinus into 
the Nar^ by which the Plain of Rqfia (4) is drained 
of its Humidity. I lived fome Time with Accius{^)^ 
who gave me a Convoy from his own Houfe to thp 
feven Fountains (6). On the 9th of June^ I re^ 
turned to Rome to attend the Affair of Fonteius. I 
then went to the Theatre, where I was received 
with great and uninterrupted Applaufe. But that 
you fay is Matter of Indifference, and impertinent 

in me to mention. I next faw Jntiphon (7) play. 

He 

(1) Tkis was the Capital o£ tke Sahifus. It is at prcfent 
called Rietiy and lies in the Dulcedom of Spoieto. 

(2) Orig, rifjLirn. Tempe. 

(3) At prefent Terani or Temt, and was fituated upon a Kind 
of Ifland at the Conflux of a Cut from the Lake Vehnus and the 
JSar. Cicero fufliciently explains the Nature of this Caufe. But 

^it is proper to obferve, that this Cut was made about, 240 
Years before Chrifi, by Marcus Curius Dentatusy after hc had con- 
■quered the Sabines, 

(4) This Country flill keeps its Name Rofia, or the Dewy, 
from the perpetual Dews that fell upon it from the Exhalations 
of the neighbouring Lakes and Rivers. 

(5) He was a Roman Senator. 

(6) This was one of the oldcft Villages in all Itaiyt and lay 
in the Country of the Reatini near the Lake Velinus. 

(7) Moll of the Roman k^ors were originally Slaves, a Con- 
liitioii which cannot b£ faid to be defpicable, becaufe it was 
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He had been fet at Liberty before he came upon the 
Stage, and in a Word, he carried away the Prize 
pf Lfting, and yet, to fpeak it amongll ourfelvcs, 
never was there fo fpiritlels, never was there a 
jncre fpecchkfs. Creature. He remaineth ftill a 
very Slave. He, however, out- did jiftyanax i(i 
the Andromache J but in his other Charafters he fell 
Ihort of the reft. You will perhaps afk me concern- 
ing Arbufcula ( i ), and I anlwer that flie gave mc 
wonderful Satisfaftion. The Divcrfions, in Ihort, 
were magnificent and highly applauded. The Cir- 
^j-hunting is put off to another Time. 

Suffer me now to cQnduft you to the Field of 
^ledkion, where all is in a Ferment of Ambition, as 
you may well judge(2) frorti the Intercft for the 
Ufc of Money rifing on the 15th of July from fouf 
to eight per Cent.j extraordinary (3). You fay, per- 
haps, that you are not ill pleafed to hear that. The 
piore Shame for you, as a Man and a Roman. The 



from thcxn tliat Rome learned all her Arts and Politencfs. But 
when an A6tor excelird in his Profcflion, his Mailer .generally 
inade him free* in compliment to the People, who often de- 
manded his Freedom. After this all the Proiits of (heir ading 
were their own l^ropcrty, and fomc of them died immenfely 
rich, after being ti'CaCeJ on a I'coting with the grcatcil Noble- 
men of Roffu. 

(i) A famous Comtuian and Courtezan. 

(2) Orig, oiftA Ai'to* i^iu. ii:grum tibi dic(im. 

(3) Orig, Fanus ex trienti IJib. 'J^uint . faiium era^heffihtu. It 
would require a whole DifTcriaC'on to explain this Expreilioi^. 
It is fufiic\ent to fay» that the common Inicrciljamongfl the ^0. 
vums was 1 2 ftr Cent in a Year, one per Cent, beine paid on 
the 13th or 15th of every Month. This waa i^Al^S Vnciarunif 

fainui ; the third Part of this was four, which was called the 
^ritnSf and two I'hirds of it, which was eight, was called the 
BeJJes ufura. The Intereft Cicero fpeaks of here is therefore a^ 
iwdironal Intereft, eJi^cluilve of the xzftr Cent, which was the 
fpiiii9io|i Intertft. 



whole 
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whole Intereft of Cafar fupports Memmius ( i ), and 
they have joined Domitius (2) with him, in ftanding 
for the Confulfhip, but upon what Terms I dare 
not commit to Writing. Pompey makes a Noife, 
complains and declares for Scaurus{'^\ but it is 
hard to fay whether it is from his Heart or his • 
Teeth only. None of the (Candidates can plead any 
Preference C4) with the Public -, for Money brings 
them all to a Level. Mejfala droops, not that he is 
without either Spirit or Friends \ but he is oppofed 
by the Coalition of the Confuls and Pompey. I am 
of Opinion that the Eledtion for the Confuls will 
be adjourned (5). 

The Candidates for the Tribunefhip have decreed 
to be determined by Cato^ as to their Pretences, 
each of them having depofited in his Hands 2500/. 
to be forfeited by the Pcrfon whom Cato Ihall find 
to be in the Wrongs and to be divided amongft the 
other Candidates. I wrote what is above, the Day 
before the Eleftions were fuppofcd to be held ; but 
I wrote you on the 28th of Jufy^ and if the Elec- 
tion (hall be held, I will write you a full Account 
of it by the fame MeiTenger, if he is not already fet 
put. If they are fair and open, as it is thought they 
will be, Cato will carry with him more Weight 
than all our Courts of Juftice. 

I pleaded for MeJJius upon his Return from his 
^tgate(hip, which Appius had given him under 

» 

(i ) He had been formerly the Enemy of Cafear, 
(z) 1 ills was Domitiui ^ ahjtnus. 

(. This W«r»i was the Brother of udB'M^'a, P^mlfjf^s fecond 
Wi.e, and had married MuHa, who had born Childre^i tp 

(3) Ims h«ip]|>caed accordingly. 
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Cfifar\ Servilius fummoned him to appear. He had 
|n his Favour the Pomptinian^ the Velinian^ and the 
M^ecian Tribes. The Contcft is fierce. His Ene- 
mies, however, have enough upon their Harids(i). 
I next undertake the Defence of Drufus^ and then of 
Scaurus(^2). I (hall have the Honour of pleading 
before a mod illuftrious Bench, and perhaps before 
the Confuls cleft, and if Scaur us is not one of thena^ 
it will go very hard with him iniiis Trial. I ima- 
gine, by Letters from my Brother ^inius^ that he 
is now in Britnin (3). I am extreamly uneafy till I 
hear from him. There is one Thing, at leaft, I have 
gained, that I can judge from great and repeated 
Intimations, that I am upon the mpil aSeftiQoate 
and amicable Terms with Cafar. I beg that you 
will make my Compliments to Dionyfius^ and beg 
and intreat him to come hither as foon as poflible, 
to inftrudt my Son Ciaro^ and even bis Farther 
likewife. 



E P I S T. XVI. 

1 Cannot fend you a better Proof, that I am hur- 
ried with Bufmefs, than this Letter being written 
by myAmanuenfis. I do not accufeyou of Remiflhels 
in your Correfpondence. But moft of the many 
I-ctters I have received from you, ferved only to 
inform me of the Place of your Refidence, from 
whence they were dated. Sometimes indeed they 

(1) Orig, Agitur tamenjiitis. 

(2) Drufus was impeached of Collufion with a Perfon whom 
^e had accufed^ SLna Scauruj of oppreiTing the J nhabitants of 
Sardinia, 

(3) He ferved iinder Car/ar in his £;cpeditioi)s to Britain. 

intimated 
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intimated, thnt you was in Health j and I read two 
of them on that Subject with great Pleafure, which, 
were dated from your Houfe at Bulbro/umj almoft 
at the fame Time. It gave me great Joy to iinder- 
ftand, that your Voyage had beun favourable. But 
this Intercourfe of Letters, was more agreeable from 
its Quicknefe than its Information. I'liat which I 
received from your Landlord Marcus Pacctus was 
indeed weighty and full of Matter. I tlicrefore 
now fit down to anfwer it. In the firft Place, I con- 
vinced Paccius, both by Proofs and Words^ of tiic 
Efficacy of your Hecommendation with me, an4 
therefore, though I did not know him before, he 
is now one of my mod intimate Friends. 

But to proceed, if I poflibly can do it in a pro- 
per Place, I will introduce Farro into my Dialogues. 
But you know the Nature of them. In the oratorial 
Pialogues, which you extol fo highly, it is ImpoiTi'' 
ble for any of the Interlocutors to mention any 
Orator, excepting thole they were acquainted with 
and had heard. I was fenfibte of this Difficulty in - 
my Dialogue concerning a Commonwealth, in which 
the Intcrioputors were AfricamSt Philus^ LaliuSy and 
Maniiius. To thefi: I added the two Youths, ^;nt 
tus 'Tubero and Puhiiui RutiliuSy and tlie two Sons- 
in Law of Latiusy Scavola and Fajufius. I was 
tliercfure thinking (bccaufc in all my Compofitions 
I generally make uie of a Prelace for every Book, 
the Method which ^ri^e;/f{i) follows, in what he 
calls, his ILxot^hcs (2), ) to addrels yarro without 
being guilcy of any Impropriety. This I under- 
.ftynd is a Method approved of by youj I only wilU 

\%) Orig. fjvTi{|s«;. ExtroMtit f^alarei. Fuf, 4. Q'O- *°S- 
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that I may finifh what I have begun. You arc fen- 
fible how great and how weighty an Undertaking 
it is, and how much it requires, what I can leaft 
ipare, I mean Leifure. 

You wifli that I had fufFered Sc^tvola to remain 
as an Interlocutor in thofe Dialogues you fo much 
commend ; but I did not remove him out of them 
without good Reafon. In this I imitated the Con- 
du6t(i) of our divine Plato. When Socrates had 
come to Cepbalus at Pyraeus^ that rich good hu- 
moured old Man is prefent at, and partakes of all the 
firfl Converfation that pafTes. But when he had 
fpoken a reafonable Time, he tells the Company, 
that he intended to go to a Sacrifice ; nor does he 
come back to the Company afterwards, Plato^ I 
fiippofe, thinking it would be out of Character had 
he detained a Man of his advanced Years, all the 
Time that long Converfation lafted. I thought I had 
much greater Reafon for ufing the fame Precaution 
with regard to Sc^evola \ you remember how aged 
and how infirm he was, and his higK Employments in 
the State, rendered it not quite fo decent for him to 
remain fo many Days at the Country Seat of Crajfus. 
We are likewife to confider, that the Converfation of 
the firft Book fuits very well with the Studies of Sc^- 
vola I the other Books, you know, are filled with 
Terms of Art (2). I therefore thought that fo jo- 
cular an old Man as Scavola was, could with no Pro- 
priety fit out fo long a Converfation. 

I will take Care of the Afiair you mention con- 
cerning my Daughter. For Aurelian*s DifcovcrieSf 
as you write, leaves no farther Room to doubt 

(l) Orig. voAi7i»». Republica. 

(?) Orig. TtX'^hoytat, Jrtii Jrgutias. 

concerning 
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concerning that Eftate, and I fhall thereby likewifc 
make my Court to my Tullia. I do what Services 
I can to VeJloriuSj becaufe I know that they oblige 
you, and I wifti that he may know the fame. Buc 
what fhall I fay, the hardeft Talk one has, is to re- 
concile two reafonable Men when they differ (i). 
As to what you mention concerning Cato^ you know 
that he has been acquitted from the Charge of break- 
ing the JumanLicinian Law, and I pronounce, that 
he will be the fame with regard to the Fufian Law, 
to the no lefs Satisfaftion of his Accufers, than of 
his Defenders. He is, however, again come into 
Favour with Milo and myfelfl 

Lucretius has accufed Drufus^ and the Jury was 
ftruck C2), and challenged on the 3d of July. I 
can fend you no good News concerning Procilius^ 
but you know the Way of thinking with the Pub- 
lie. Hirrus is very well with Domitius. The De- 
cree of ^icunque pofibacj which was made by the 
Confuls concerning the Provinces is by no means to 
my liking, becaufe I tinderfland that defar is very 

(i) Orig, Cum habeat duo faciles^ nihil difficiUus, Becaufe 
they will not differ without Reafon. Though the Senfe in 
which I have tranflated this PafTage is different from that which 
is given to it by Commentators ; yet f can^t help thinking it 
to be the true -Meaning of Qcero, unlefs, which may very pof- 
fibly be the Cafe, duofacilts means no more than two agreeable 
Friends, 

(2) Kotwithdanding the modern Air of this Expreflion, I 
cannot think it can be more literally,^ or more properly tranf- 
lated. For in Rome the Trials were before a Jury, who gave 
their Verdtdl, but did not fix the Punifhment, which was left 
to the Praetor, or the Lord chief Jufiice ; and what is (lill more 
remarkable in this Analogy, the Parties might challenge any 
of the Jurors. A Roman Jury however was determined by the 
Majority of thofe who were impannelled. 

much 
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much difpleafcd with the Declaration which Mem* 

taius made. 

Our Friend Mejfala^ with his Competitor Domi-^ 
iius^ has been fo liberal towards the People, that 
nothing can (land fairer, than they both doj tor being 
Confuls. But the Senate has decreed,. that a dormant 
Procefs (i) (hould be drawn up againft them before 
the Time of Elcftion. This Conduft has greatly 
alarmed the Candidates, for each of them had a Co- 
py of the Rcfolution. But Ibme of the Judges^ 
amongft them Opimius Antius^ have called in the 
Tribunes of the Commons to proteft againft their 
being tried without the Command of the People^ 
and thus the Meafure is dropped. Tlie Senate came 
lo a Rcfolution for adjourning the Time of Elec* 
tions, until the Bill for the dormant Procefs (hould 
pafs. But when the Day for bringing in the Bill 
came, the Tribune "Terentius impofed his Negative 
upon it •, upon this the Conftrfs, who were but luke* 
warm in the Affair, have carried the whole Matter 
before the Senate. How (lupid was this ! and I 
could not help telling them fo. What j fay you, 
will you never be at rell? You'll pardon me, if 1 am 
at prcfent, it is with great Pain- Sure nothing was 
ever fo ridiculous. The Senate had come to a Rc- 
folution, that the EJcflion fliould not be held before 
the Bill palfcd, and if any Negative was put upon 
it, that the Matter from the very Beginning (liould 
come before them afrcfli. The Matter was carried 
on luke-warmly -, they who managed it had no Dif- 

Ji) Orig. yutiiciiim tacit jofi. So callcii from its not tnkinj^ VX" 
feft aga'nlt the Candidates till after Nomination, and if during 
the Time they ttood they had been guilty of any undue Prac- 
tices, tlic Proccfb thyp went on. 
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Eke ta the Negative ; the Thing was brought round! 
again to the Senate, and they concluded, that to ^ 
proceed forthwith to the Eleftion of the Confuls 
Will facilitate the paffing the Bill. 

ScauruSy who fonie Days ago was acquitted upon a 
moft flourilhed Speech which I made in his De- 
fence, has given Largeffes to feveral Tribes of the 
People at his own Houfe, upon Sc^evola declaring 
fcr the Aufpices, and adtually obferving them every 
Day to the laft of SepUmber^ when I had wrote thus 
far. But notwithftanding his Profufion, which wai 
very great, yet his Succefs fell flhort of thofe who 
had got the Start of him in their Applications. 1 
could wifli to fee your Face while you are reading 
this, for the longer fuch doings laft, the better for 
you ; but the Senate is to meet this firft Day of Or- 
toher (for the Day begins now to break) and no bo- 
dy will there tell their Minds freely, befides An* 
//«j(i) and Favoniusj for Cato is fick. For my Part, 
I will anfwer for myfelf, but \ promife nothing ab- 
solutely. 

I fuppofe you want to know more concerning thefe 
Trials. Both Drufus and Scaurus are acquitted (2). 
It is thought that three Candidates will be im- 
peached, Domitius by Memmius{^\ Mejfala by 
^intus Pompeius Rufus (4), and Scaurus by Tr/a- 



( 1 ) He was fnrnamcd Rcflio, and being fomcwhat of Cato's 
fevere Difpofition, he had, while Prajtor the Year before, pro- 
pofed a fumptuary Law, which did not paik 

(2) Drufus Scaurus non fecijfe fvidentur. Alluding to the ma- 
deft Manner in which the Roman Jurors gave their Vcrdift. 

(3) He was Tribune of the Commons, and afterwards 
brought Impeachments againil GnbtKtus and Rabirius, 

(4) He was defigned Tribune ► 

riuSy 
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rius{i)j or by Lucius defar^i). You aflc mc what 
I can fay in their Defence ? May I die if I know, at 
leaft in all the three Books concerning Eloquence, 
which you are fo much charmed with^ I do not find 
one Topic that concerns them. 

To tell you in a Word what Opinion you arc to 
form of thofe Matters, we muft even pocket all up» 
Well then, you afk me, how did I behave ? I anfwer 
with Firmnefs and Freedom. And how, fay you, did 
our great Man behave ? Why, with the Politenefss 
he thought himfelf obliged to have a Regard to my 
Dignity, fo as that I might obtain Satisfadion(3;. 
But fay you, how came Gabinus then to be ac- 
quitted ? By downrigl;t, bare-faced, Mummery (4), 
by the wonderful Stupidity of the Accufers, I mean 
Lucius Lentulus^ the Son of Lucius {5)9 who was 
loudly accufed by all the World, of having be- 
trayed the Caufe he undertook, by the great Struggle 
made by Pompey^ and by the Froftitution of the 
Judges. Yet after all, out of feventy Judges thirty 
two gave their Voices againft him. But he is far 
from being ablblved, for he is foon to be tried upon 
other Impeachments. 

You will again a(k me how I bear all this ? Ex* 
treamly well by Heavens, I never in my Life was 
fo well plcafcd with myfclf. We have now loft tny 
Pctttfomus^ not only the Blood and Juices, but even 
the Complexion and Form of old Rome. Our 

• 

(1) He had been Queftor fomc Years before. 

{2) His Father had been Conful in the Year o^ Rome 6go. 

(3) Cicero had profecuted Qphinins with great Inveteracy for 
the Part he took in driving him to Exile. 

(4) Orig. yo^ua (ovi^u. luirv/r hiid^e. 

(;) He had an hereditary Enmity againft Galinius^ who had 
carried the Confulihip againft his Father, who hated Pomfey. 

Conftitution 
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tohftitu^n has now no Allurement*, it has no 
Charms for me. What! fay you, does that giveyou 
Pleafure ? How can it do otherwife, when I reflect 
What a glorious Figure this Srate made but a few- 
Years ago under my Government ? I can feel no 
Pain when I think how ungratefully I have been re- 
paid. They who took it amifs that I had but fome 
Degree of Power, have now the Mortification to 
fee Power itfelf monopolized by one Man. This is 
but one CiKuraftancc of many that gives me Con- 
folation; 

Yet ftill I abandon not my Poft of HonoUri and, 
I follow the Bent which Nature has given my Gc- 
hius, I mean^ my favourite Books and Occupationsi 
I foften the Toils of the Bar, by the Embellilh- 
meats of Eloquence. I am charmed with my Houfe, 
I am charmed with my rural Retirement : I reilc<5li 
not upon the Heighth, from which I am fallen, but 
the Station from whence I rofe; Give me but the 
Company of my Brother, and of you my Friend ) let 
Ambition fink or fwim for me. With* you I can 
philorophize(i). There my Soul delighteth to dwell, 
Infenfible to all the Pride of Heart that it formerly 
Contained. Yes ! my private and domcftic Concerns 
now alone give me Joy. You will admire my 
Wonderful Tranquillity, but the Continuance of ic 
depends, by Heavens, in a great Meafure, upon your 
Return ; For none alive has Feelings, as you have, 
fo <.jgemal with my own. 

But now to other Views. The Tide of Govern- 
ment makes cowards an Inter-regnum v fome Peo- 
ple fufpeft, and a great many talk of, a Diftator- 

{■) Ori£. ififiXMV^M. SimuifBibfiflaH. 
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fhip J and this gave no fniall Afliflance to Gabiniui 
with his timorous Judges. The confular Candi- 
dates are all impeached for corrupt Pra&ices ; Gabi^ 
nius is amongft the Number -, for though Torquatus 
oppofed him to no Purpofe, Puhlius Sylla im- 
peached him, making no Doubt that he would keep 
out of the Way. But all of them will be acquitted^ 
and henceforth no Man will be condemned, who is 
not a downright Murderer. Yet it is faid the pub- 
lic is too fcvcre in this Refpcft, and this gives En- 
couragement to Informers. Marcus Fulvius No^ 
bilior is condemned, but many others of your fine 
Gentlemen do not even make an Appearance. 

What have I more to write ? yes •, about an Hour 
after Gabinius was acquitted, fome other Judges 
taking it amifs that he was acquitted, condemned 
upon the P apian hsw {i) ^niiocbus Gabinius j a 
Freeman and an Officer of Gabinius^ a Pupil of one 
Sopolis a Fainter -, upon this, the condemned Perfoa 
immediately cried out, ** So I am condemned, while 
my Mafter is acquitted of Treafon. This is a Po- 
pbian Net with a Vengeance (2)'*. 

Pontinius{^) has fixed upon the 2d of Novemief 
for celebrating his Triumph. He is oppofed by the 
Prastors, Cato and Servilius^ and by ^uinius Mucius^ 
the Tribune of the People. For they pretend that 
she Bill for his Triumph is not yet paffed, and in- 
deed it mud be faid, that it paffed in a very ftupid Af- 

(1) This Law related to the Denifons of Rome, and regulated 
the Privileges of Foreigners there. 

^2) Orrg. « ff olo* A'^T.i ci^oc. n«^ti}. Norme Scio, O Mors^ 
tefimul cum Vemre. 

(3) He had been Prater under Cicero* % Confulftiip, and had 
ftbducd the Jlluhro^rs, 

fembly^ 
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ijmbly. The Cdnful AppiuSi hd*cveri *ill be on 
the Side of Pontimus -, tho' Cato fwears that white 
he is alive Panlinius (hall not have his Triumphs 
But this Threatening, like many others of His of the 
fame Kind, I believe* will come to nothing. Appiui 
is thinking of going to Cilnia upon his own Ex- 
pence, having obtained no legal Appointments as a 
Governor. 

Having thus anfwcred the Letter you fent me by 
Pacciust I am to inform you farther, that 1 have learn- 
ed from my Brother's Letters, how incredibly well I 
lland with Cafar, and his Information is confirmed 
by molt affectionate Letters from C^efar hi;nfelf. 
We are impatient for the Event of the Britannic Ex- 
pedition. All we know for certain is, that the Land- 
ing-places of that Idand art naturally fortified With 
amazing Works \ tha,t th;re is not a Giain Weight of 
Silver in the whole Iflandj nor the leafi: Hope of 
Prizes but from the Slaves they may make ; and I 
do not fuppofe that you expeA, from amongfl: them, 
any great Genius for Letters* or any fine Hand in 
Mufic. 

Paulus (i) has almoix put the Roof upon his 
Colonadc (2) in the Middle of the Forum 1 but the 
Pillars are the fame; He is, however, building a 
new one moft wonderfully magnificent. In ihort, 
nothing can be more pleafing, nothing more fliowy 
to the People than that Monument is. Therefore, 
we the Friends of defar^ I mean (tho' you (hould 
burft for Envy) myfelf and OppiuSt have lavilhed 



{%) THis wis y€niiliia Paulas.. 

Jz^ This waa 3 Building of the Nature of a'ox Siyal Exthanff, 
appropriated to pr«t^ ntach the fame Ufe». 



Q.2 aW**, 
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above 200,000/. upon that Exchange, of whi^ff 
you are fo very fond, that^we might widen its Area^ 
and carry it as far as the Portico of t]ie Temple of 
Liberty. We could not bargain with the private 
Proprietors for lefs. But we fliall make it a moft 
llupendous Work. For we are about to r^fe in 
the Campus Martius marble Collonades to cover the 
Tribes when they aflemble,. and they are to be en- 
clofed within a magnificent Gallery, the Contents of 
the whole Area taking up a Mile. But this is not 
all. For to this Work is to be added a public 
Hall. What Benefit, fay you, can you haVe from 

all this ? Ay, what indeed ? Well no more 

of public Matters, for I fuppofe you have no Curi- 
ofity as to the Luftrum, or the Trials^ which are 
carrying on by the CoSian Law(i). 

Were I now to reproach you, 'tis no mor^ thart 
what you dcferve. For you wrote in the Letter, which 
I received from the Hands of Caius Decimus^ and 
which was dated from Buthrotumj that you believed 
you was to fet out for Jfia. For my Part I did not 
think the Difference, whether you did your Bufine(s 
by Agents or in Perfon, was confiderable enough, 
for your being fo often and fo long abfent. But* 
had not your Defign been fixed, I could have 
wilhed to have treated with yourfelf : furely I might 
have had fome Succefs. But now I will check the 
Reproaches I intended you. I wilh to Heaven that 
this may haften your Return. I write you the 
more feldom, becaufe I know not, for a Certainty, 
where you are, or where you are to be. I have 
entrufted t-his Perfon, whom I know nothing about^ 

{ I } It is uncertain what this Law was. 

with 
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with this Letter, becayfe he faid he was to fee you. 
I beg that you'll make me certain as to the Time 
when you fet out for JJ^a^ and when I may exped: 
yog, and tell me what you have done concerning 
Eutycbides. 



E P I S T. XVII. 

HOW welcome were your Letters, hgw delight- 
ful your Arrival ! How pundtual tp your 
Promifc, how blamelefs in yourFriendfhip! All hail 
to your pleafant Voyage ! Greatly, by Heavens, did I 
fear its Ifliie, and well did I remember the Fur- 
fkin(i) Preparations you made when you went 
from us. But if I miftake not, we fhall fee you 
fooner than you mention in your Letter. You fup^ 
pofed, I believe, that your Ladies were by this 
Time in Afulia. But as they are not, you can have 
no Bufinefs to detain you there. Some Days yQu 
muft allow to our Friend VeftoriuSy and that Time 
you will employ in recovering your Tafte, for, 
what I may call, the Attic Purity (2) oi Latin. Fly 
to me, my Friend, come, behold the Charms of 
my ideal RepubUc, and compare it with what liow 
aftually paffcs in Rome{^). 

If I miftake not, I informed you that Money was 
publicly diftributed. Tribe by Tribe, and in the 
fame Place, before the Time of Eleftion, by which 
Means Gabinius was acquitted, and he bids fair to 
live yet in Credit. You aik me, but I know not 
what to write, concerning Mejfala. Never did 1 

(1) Orig. ^'§*^iK. Pelles, Cilicia. 

(2) Orig, Iwvifis iUius nojine Reifuhlica Germanam* 

(3) ^•'■'i- «Tl»it#ir/*o5. Sermo Atticum redohns, 

0.3 fee 
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fee a Couple of Candidates, fo well matched. Yoi^ 
know Meffalah Intcreft, and Triarius has impeached 
Scaurus, Let me tell you, the Public has no greae 
Bowels ( I ) towards him, and yet People have a 
kindly Remeipbrance of his -ffi;dile(hip(2)and the 
Country Tribes (3) sue not a little fwayed by his Fa^ 
ther*s Memory. The Difference of the Intereft be- 
tween the two other Plebeian Candidates is, that Dc- 
miiius will be ftrong in Friends, but will not be ex- 
ceflSvely popular by his public Exhibitions: The 
Troops of defar will recommend the Intereft of 
MemmiuSy and, through the Influence of Pompeyy he 
will have the Cifalpine Gauls (^). If all this Inte- 
reft is not fufficient for his Purpofe, it is thought 
that Means will be found to put oflf the Eleftion 
till the nearer Approach of defar^ efpecially as Cata 
is now acquitted from the Charge of having done 
the fame Thing before (5). 

On the 24th of October ^ I received Letters from 
my Brother, and from Cajar^ dated the 26th of 
September^ upon finilhing their Britannic Campaign, 

(1) Orig. ^vfATTaQuai. Ccmm'fjeratio. 

(2) He had fipcnt an immcnfe Eflate in the publi; Eji^hibitions 
during his ^dilcfhip, and if wc may belieye Plinj, the Ruins 
or Remains of his Shews were valued at above 500,000 /. 

(3) Thefc were the moft creditable Tiibes that compofed the 
Aflemblies of the People. The Town Tribes being compofed^ 
of a Set of Vermin. The Memory of Afarius was dear to the 
Country Tribes, and tne Tather of this Scaunis was next ta* 
Mar.'uj the grcatdl G^ner^l of that Party. 

(4, Pompe'us Strabo^ the Father of the great Tomfey^ who was 
now for Mennnius^ had obtained to the People of this Province 
the Privileges of Romam, 

{^) Fiz. When Domitlus JEnolarbus Hood, and loft it by tlie 
Means of Pompey and Crajfusy who prevailed with Cato to put 
pfF the Eleelion of Coiifuls, and thereby gained Time to qua- 
lify thcnifelves legawy. 

at 
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at the Clofe of which they received Hoftages, but 
no Plunder, though .they ^ordered fome Money to 
be paid(i), and when their Letters were dated, 
they were reimbarking their Troops. Sluintus Pili- 
m (2) was by that Time fet out for defar. If you 
love me, my Friend, if you love your Relations, if 
you think that I am to b^ believed, if you even have 
common Senfe, if you wifli for the Enjoyment of 
the good Things of this Life, let me perfuade you 
to come hither, and to remain near me. By Hea- 
vens, I can't be myfelf without you. I am uneafy, 
even in the Abfence of Dionyfius^ what then muft 
i be in yours ? My Boy joins with me in our moft 
earned Entreaties, that you will return as foon a8 
your Affairs will give you Leave. l*he laft Letter^ 
I had from you were dated from Efbefus the 9th 
of Augufi. 






E P I Si T, XYIH, 

ISuppofe you think I have forgot what I prac- 
tifed and purpofed, becaufe I write more feldom 
to you than I ufed to do. But as I knew nothing 
for certain, either of your Rout or Refidence, I . 
neither trufted my Letters to Epirus^ to Atbensy to 
JftUy or to any Perfon, but tp th; E^prefs who was 

( 1 ) Orig. ConfeSa Britanniay ohfidihus acceptis, nulla prada^ 
jmperata tanun pecunia, Monfieur Mortgault tranflates this Paf- 
fage. Les Bariares »nt eti vaincuSf i/s ont donni des otages it paye 
Uifommts quon leur a imposees. I know not whether the Read(;r 
will think the Senfe in which I trandate them to fuit better 
with Cicero^ V/ords, apd Cafar% Account of this Matter. 

(2) He probably was Brother to P;7/«, the Wife of ^///rw, 
^d was this Year Queftor. 

0.4 » 
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to deliver them into your own Hands. For my 
Letters are not of that indifferent Nature^ as not tcx 
affed me, were they to fall into ftrange Hands j^ 
They are written upon Subjcfts fo facred to Friend- 
(htp, that I feldom or never trult the^i to. my 
Secretaries. 

Somewhat very diverting has happened ^ere. Our 
Confuls arc infamous to the Uft P^rcc, becaufc 
the C^didate C. Memmius has read in the Senate- 
Houfe the Indenture made by him and his Comper 
titor Bomitius with the Confuls ; by wlych they co- 
venant to give to the Confuls 5000 /. if they them- 
felves were made Confuls, unlefs they produce 
(hree Augurs, who (hall bear Witnefs that they 
were prefcnt when the Law paffed thro* the Wards, 
which never did pafs -, and two Confulars who ihall 
affirm, that they were prefent when the Deed for 
appointing the confular Provinces was engroffed in 
the Senate ; when nothing is more cert^n than that 
no Senate was then held. 

As it was no Secret that this Agreement was not 
verbal, but ftrength?ned by Notes of Hand(i), 

Bilk 

( I ) Orij^. Nvn 'Verbis J fed ncmiribus ct fcrfcrlptiinihvs trultorum 
tabuiis. This fccms to have been :in infamous Tranfa^lion. 
It was of great Jinpor;ance for the Confuls, who were going 
out, that a Law Ihould pafs through the People, afFembled by 
the Curia: y upon a i>iH fent from the Senate, for adjudging tcx 
them their fcveral Governments. The two Candidates, Mem- 
mius and Domiiiusj undertook, under the i'enalty here cxpreff- 
cd, to procure falfe Evidences, that fuch a Lawhadpaded 
the Curia: j but at the fame Time the two ading ConUils on 
the other Han^, agree that this Obligation, fhould be void, un- 
lefs the two Candidates (hould fucceed to the Confullhip by their 
Interell. There is fomewhat that, to an En^^iijLman, at tliis 
Time of Day, feems extreamly abfurd in this whole Tranfac- 
tion, and can be only accounted for by the prodigious Dege- 
neracy of the R:man Conflitution at that Jundlurc. Here the 

Reman 



/(; ATTICUa 233 

pills payable on Sight, and regular Entries in 
Books of Account, MemmiuSj upon Pompey^ Mo- 
tion, produced the written' Evidences. Here Appiui 

ioman People are tp be pcrfuadcd that they had, in a Body, or 
in a general Wardmote (for that is the true Senfe of the Words 
Comitia euriata) pafTed a Law, which they never did ; and the 
Senate, that they had pa/Ted a Bill, which never had been 
moved for; and, at a Time, when no Senate fate. ^The Juggle 
was to be performed in the following Manner. Every one of 
the antient Tribes, which were three in all, was compofed of 
fen Wards, and had ^n Augur, who ferved as an Interpreter of 
the Will of Heave^, and, without his AfTidance, they could not 
proceed. Now, though the Power of thbfe Augurs was very 
great; yet it is abfurd to think that thofe Candidates couid 
conceive a Hope of Succ^fs, by bribing thofe three Aucurs, 
unlefs thefe Wardmotes had generally been fo irregular and tu- 
multuoos and fo over-awed, that only a few, andthofe of the 
:poft powerful Party, ventured to aifiil at them. The Teftimony, 
therefore, of t]ie Augurs, as it alwavs was very facred, under 
fuch Circumftances, was v^ry material. Jn modem ConfHtutions 
the prefomed Notoriety of a Meafure is often the bed Evidence 
of its having paiTed, and we know that a Ample Minute en- 
tered in a Book, even in the higheil Tribunals in Briiah:^ is all 
tite Evidence that remi^ns of the mofl important Refolutions 
having paifed; and, if I miftake not, even the famous pragma* 
tic Sandion has no other. As the Candidates therefore were 
not under thp Ncceffity of producing any cngrofTed Records, 
iigned and fealed, this Impoiition feems not To impra£licablc 
as it appears to bp at firft Sigjit. It is true, that there appears 
to be greater Difficulty in the Impofition they intended to put 
upon the Senate; but we are to confider that the fame I'hmg 
may be faid of the Senate, as of the Wardmotes. We have 
already feen that Ca/ar, or indeed any other great Man, could 
intimidate all whp were not thoroughly in his Party, from af- 
fembling in the Senate-Houfe, and we have many Proofs in 
pur Author's Letters that it became a common Pradice amongft 
the leading Men of RoTr.e to publilh Refolutions, which they 
had engroSed at Hon\5, as the At.s of the Senate, and to pre- 
fix to them the Names of the Senators who fpoke for them, 
and were fuppofed to be prefent at their Paffing. Cicero tells a^ 
that he fometimcs received l .etters of Thanks from the eaftern 
Princes for Decrees which he had carried thro' in their Favour, 
tho' no fuch Decrees had ever palTed, and tho' he had ncvcy. 
before heard either the NOfmes of the, Princes or their Con- 
cerns. 

proved 
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proved himfelf to be a true Appius ( i ) 5 he was not 
a Bit daunted : But his Colleague (2) was ftartled, 
^d at laft confounded. As to Memmius^ he had 
againft the Confent of Calvinus^ broken the Inden- 
ture, and he was greatly creft-fallen 5 and now fecks 
to (tickle to bring about a Di6tator(hip, to promote 
^ Inter-regnum, and univerfal Diforder. 

Behold now, and admire, my Equanimity, my un- 
concern, my Contempt of the Province ofCiIida{^). 
It is true, I have referved one flattering Pidture 
from the Wrecks of my Fortune ; I mean that 
inoft comfortable Intimacy I have with Cafar. Hea- 
vens ! with what Refped, with what Dignity, with 
what Kindnefs, does he treat my, and your. Brother, 
^intus ! I could not do more for him, were I myfelf 
Commander in chief. He writes me that Cafar has 
done him the Favour to offer him his Choice of Win- 
ter-Quarters, for the Legion he commands. Areyoii 
not in Love with that great Man 5 can you match 
him amongft the other Parties ? 

But hark you, did I not write you Word that I 
was to be Legate under Pompey^ and that I was to 
fet out the 13th of January? This, I thought, 
ferved my Purpofe for many Refpeds -, but what 
have I more to write? I think I will referve the reft 
(ill I fee you \ tl>at your Curiofity may bring you 

( 1 ) His Family was diflinguifhed by a peculiar Ferocity of 
Manners. 

(2) Lucius DomitiuSi who was his Colleague, alFefled a great 
Seventy of Manners, and a great Friendlhip for Cato, and was 
therefore a good deal difconcerted. 

(3) Orig. Seluciame pro^inci/e. So called, becaufe SeUucus 
had buil^ a great many Towns in it, and which j^ppius had ob- 
tained the Government of, in Prejudice of our Author, upon 
(hp £xpiratio;i of his Confulihip. 

hithe^^ 
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bither the fooner. I fend a thoufand Cotnplimenti 
CO X>imei0m, for whom I hare not only kept, but 
bare built, an Apaitoient. In fliort, his Arrir^I 
will greatly enhance the Fleafure I ihall hare in ' 
yours. As you lore mcj I expeft that you and 
your Retinue will fix your Quarters at my Hpuf^ 
the rery Day of your Arrival. 




ClCERO*i 
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E P I S T I. 

'"^^ HEN we laft bade adieu ( i ) tx> one another, 
W ^ well did I difcern your Sentiments ; and 
W 5eC59f^ I am the bell Evidence of what I fufFered 
myfelf i you have therefore the more Rea- 
fon for guarding againft all new Decrees that may 

( I ) Cicero y from the Date of the laft Letter, which was thq 
l8th of September y under the Confulfhip of Lucius Domitius 
jEnoharbusy and y^ppius Clodius Pulcher, to the Date of this Let- 
ter, which feems to have be^n written in May^ under the Con- 
fulfhip of Marcus Marcellusy and Ser<vius Sulpicius, including a 
Space of upwards of two Years and a half, appears to have 
had no Correfpondence, by writing, with Atticus. It is probable 
that they lived, during that Period, (which was a very bufy one, 
in the Roman Government) at Rome, till Cicero being one of 
thofe Confulars who had been rewarded with no Government 
after going out of his Office, obtained that of G'/yrMz, to which 
Y- ftix to underftand he is now upon kis Joomey. 
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ptdlong our Separation beyond one Year. You 
have fettled that Affair with Annius Satuminus with 
great Judgment. As to Bail^ I entreat you to put 
it in, as you are now at Rome •, but lonae of the Bar- 
gains ( I ), fuch as the Sales of the Mtmmian and At^ 
HUan Eftates require only a fimple Warrantize* 
You have managed with Oppius (^2) yj& to my 

(l) Orig, Et fitnt aliquot fatifdationes fecunJum mancipium. Cu^ 
Jatius, 10 oh/erv, cap, 4. faysj that a Saiifdatio fecundum manci^ 
fittm was a Repromi/fre nrnda^ or a bare Warrantize, either ver- 
baly or in Writing, which paiTed from the Seller to the Pur- 
chafer. This Opinion of that great Lawyer is ftrongly con- 
firmed by a Paifags in Varro^ Ltb. 5 . de lingua Latina, Lmfiu' 
tudo enim erat cum reusparum ejfet idoneus in cert is rebus, ut pr§ 
fe alterum darety a quo caveri pojiea lege carptum eji ab his qui pne- 
dia *venderent^ 'vadefque darent, ab eo fcrihi carptum in lege manci" 
piorum ; nfadtm ne pefceret, nee dabitur. That is, ** it was for- 
merly the Cuftom, when the Party accufed was, in certain Cafes, 
an infufHcient Bail of himfelf, to bring another who was bail for 
him. Hence it was, that the fame Precaution began after- 
wards to be taken of thofe who fold Eftates, and who gave 
Sureties, and after that it came to be Part of the La\^ of Peery 
that a Man fhould neither demand nor t^e a Surety*'. I fhall 
not trouble the Reader with any more Quotations in favour of 
(he Senfe I have given to this kxpreffion. It is plain, that in 
Rome, as in England^ many I'hings crept into the civil, from 
the criminal, Law. There was formerly, in both ConfHtutionafo 
great a Tendernefs towards the perfonal Liberty of the Subje^ 
on Account of Matters of Property, that many Proceedings in 
their Courts of Law fcem to be unaccountable to a Perfon who 
K not acquainted with the antient Conftitutions. The Exprefuon 
Sati/dari fecundum manapium is a Proof of what I fay. For a 
Sati/datio is, in Fadt, Ae giving the Security of a third Perfon 
between two Parties. This was no eaiy Matter to do in Af- 
fairs of Property at the Time our Author wrote, when we con- 
fider the quick Shiftings of Property through the many Prcj 
fcriptions ofSylla and MaHus and other Revolutions. It ap- 
pears therefore, that in certain Cafes (perhaps in that of Pro- 
fcfiption. or according to the Title Deeds) a fimpie \Varran« 
tize took Place of this Security, though the l>rm Sati/dati^ 
remained ilill the fame. The Kflates here mentioned were* fold 
by Cicero for difcharging his Debts. 

(2) He was an Agent of Cafar^ from whom Cieero borrowed 
this Money. 

Mind^ 
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Mind, efpecially by your engaging for the 500b /; 
J am even willing to take up the Money at Intereft 
for difcharging that Debt, rather than wait to the 
laft Day of my own Money coming in (1^. 

I now proceed to what you write upon the crofs^ 
Margin of your Letter, I mean your Advice to mc* 
concerning your Sifter; The Matter ftands thus. 
Upon my coming down to Arpinum^ when my 
BrotHet had paid me a Vifit, we had, in the firft 
Place, a great deal of Convcrfation concerning you 5 
and then we came to talk of the Matters concerning 
your Sifter, which had palled between yoti and me 
iit Tufculanum. Never did I fee any Thing fo gen- 
tle and fo good humoured as my Brothel* then was 
with regard to your Sifter ; nor could I difcover by 
bim, that he thought he had any juft Caufe to be 
offended at her Condufb. This was all that pafTed 
that Day. Next Day we left jirpinum. My Bro- 
ther had particular Reafons for remaining at Arce (2)5 
I proceeded to Aquinium^ but we dined together at 
Arce^ in the Houfe you know of. As foon as 
we arrived, my Pomponia^ fays my Brother, irf 
the bcft natiired Way in the World, if you will in- 
vite the Ladies I will call upon the Gentlemen. I 
could imagine nothing more tender than my Bro« 
ther then appeared in his Expreffionsi his Manner, 
and his Look. I fuppofe^ faid (he in our hearing, 
1 am only a gUeft here : being, I believe, piqued be- 

( 1 ) Orig. ^4C qmJem ego utifui *vel 'verjura feiBa folvi 'volo i 
Mi extrema exa3io nojirorum naminum exf'i£letur. Or the Senfe 
of the PafTage may be : I will borrow the Money for inftantly 
difcharging Otfar\ Debt^ rather than fuffer him to wait tiU it 
it due. 

(2) Thk Village dills remains under the fame Name. 

cauf« 
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caufe Statius ( i ) bad gone on before us to befpeak 
Dinner. You fee, replied ^intus to me, what I 
fuffer every Day.— And what, you will fay, is the 
great Matter of all this ? I telfyou, it was fo great aa 
to fhock myfelf, fo foolifli were her Words, and 
fo furious her Looks ; but I have hitherto hid my 
Uneafmefs. 

All the Company, but flie, fate down to Din- 
ner 5 and ^tntus ferved her from the Table, but 
ihe refufed to eat of what he lent. In fiiort, never 
did I fee any Thing more good humoured than my 
Brother, or more provoking than your Sifter, not 
to mention a great many other Incidents, which I 
gflure you, at that Time, difgufted me more than 
they fccmed to do my Brother. I fet out from 
thence to Aqutnum^ while my Brother remained at 
Arce. Next Morning, he came to fee me at yf jirf- 
num^ and told me, that fhe refufed to lye with him that 
Night, and that he had left her in the fame ill hu- 
mour I had feen her in. What (hall I fay more^ 
but that I give you leave to tell her, that I thought 
her, that Day, void of all good Nature (2) ? I have 
been perhaps more minute than I needed upon this 

( 1 ) It is wonderful td coftfider otir Aathot's great Senftbilit/ 
in every Thing that concerned his Relations. He feems not to 
enjoy himfelf but in the Happinefs of his Brother^ who, ac- 
cording to the beft Accounts, was not of a very amiable Cha* 
rafter in any other refpe^, than his being a good Officer in the 
Field, and having a reciprocal Affeflion for our Author. This 
Statius, who is here fpoken of, very probably had all the In- 
folenceof a favourite Domeftic, as he was, xo^ntus^ andjpef- 
haps the Lady had better Reafon than our Anuor knew of for 
her fuUen Behaviour. 

(2) Orig. Humanitate. The Meaning of this Word is only 
Co be determined by the Occafion on which it is ufed. Some- 
times it fignifies Good-breeding or Politenefs, fometimes Ha- 
jnanity, and it is taken in » Variety of other Scnies. 

Subjcfl:^ 
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SubjcA, to put you in mind that it is now come 
to your turn to inflrudb and admonilh ( i ). 

You have now nothing to do but to compleat all 
my Commiflions before you come away ; write mc 
an Account of every Thing; pufli Poniinius (2) on 5 
and let me know when you fet out. You may^ by 
Heavens, depend upon it, there is nothing I regard^ 
nothing I love, on Earthy beyond yourfelf, I took 
at Minturnsey a mod atfe£tionate leave erf Terqua^ 
tus (3). He is a Man of great Worth. I b^ yoti 
will, when you talk with him, let him know that 
I mentioned him to you. 
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AT the Time of my Writing this Letter^ Mgr 
loth^ I fet out from Pompeianumi topafs thd 
reft of the Day with Pontius at Tribuli (4). I rcfolve 
then to proceed in longer Stages (5), and that 
without farther Stop. I had the Pleafure of meet- 
ing with our Friend Horttnfius when I was at Cum^. 
When, at his own requeft, I charged him with my 
Commiflions in general^ I recommended it to him 
in a more particular Manner, to do all he can to 
prevent any Prolongation of the Term of my Go- 
vernment. I beg that you will put him again in 

(0 Froin this PafTage it appears, that Attlcus had been prce- 
ty fevere upon the Behaviour of oar Aothor^s Brother towards 
his Wife. 

(2) Cicsro had chofen him for one of his Lieutenants in hi9 
Government. 

(3) He had been Prxtor the Year before. 

(4) This was a little Town of Campania^ andfUU keeps tht 
fame Name. 

(5) ^^^l' 7hP^ Itinera* 

mina 
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Mind of this, and kt him know from me how 
kindly t took both his Vifit and the Aflurances he 
gave me of doing me Service in this^ and in whatever 
clfe lay in his Power. I have likewifc recommended 
the fame Thing to our Friend Furniusj who, I fore-v 
fee, will next Year be a Tribune of the Gommons. 

We have had at Cuntde a Kind of an Epitome of 
Romfj fo great was the Refort of Company to it. In the 
mean while, our Friend Rufio{ i ), knowing that Fefto'- 
Hus had an Eye upon his Motions, has fairly out-witted 
him, by not coming to wait upon me. What, fay youj' 
is the Meaning of this t Hortenfius^ the great Hor-^ 
ienrsusi infirm as he is, took a long Journey, as ma- 
ny others didj to fee you^ and Ihall Rufio abfent 
himfelf ? I tell you he does. You have not feen 
him then, continue you. How could I avoid it^ 
when I pafled by the Market of ruteclij where I 
fuppofe he had fome Bufmefs, and where I fatr 
him ? I afterwards bad him adicu^ when I met him 
coming from his Country-Seat^ and he aflced my 
Commands. Can any Man think this Man is un* 
grateful ? Is it not even commendable in him that 
he has not put himfelf to Trouble for obtaining a 
Hearing. 

But I return to my other Bufincfs. You are not 
to imagine that I have any Confidcration to give 
me Comfort under the Load of Mifcry I am to 
undergo, but the Hope that it will not outlaft the 
Year. Many who form a Judgment of me, from 
the Praftice of others, do not believe me in earitcft 

(1) His true Name was Caius Semf fortius Ru/us. What is here 
faid of him is ironicd. He had a Difteren<:e with this ^<^a- 
r/«j, wh/ch was referred to our Author's Arbitration. But 
Rnfioi confcious that his Caufe was none 0/ the belt, did all 
he could that it ihould not come to a HcaT'fcq. 
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in this Declaration. But I dcfirc you, who knov^" 
my Sincerity, to ufc your utmoft Endeavours when 
the Time corned — When you (hall return from 
Epirus, I dcfire that you will write me concerning 
the State of public AflFairs, if you forefee any Eirentf 
of them. For we are not yet fufficiently informed 
here, in what Manner C^tfar takes the re^ftered 
Senfe ( f ) of the Senatie ; and there was^ a Report that 
the Towns beyond the P& were ordered to create 
each four Magiilrates ("2). If this fiiould prove 
mie,^ I am afraid of great Commotions. But I 
(hall leam fomewhat of Fompey. 
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ON the toth of Mfy I came to F$ntiuT 
^rebulij where I received two Letters from- 
you, dated three Days before. I had (ent you a Packetf 
by Pbilotimus from Pompiiiy and really I have no- 
thing material to write you now.' Let me hate 
all the public News, for I can fee vaft Fannies thro*! 
all the Towns, but many of them are groundle£u 
Pray inform me of your Thoughts as tto the prefent' 
and future Situation of Things. I am at a Lofs ta 
know what are the Letters you want me to anfwer $; 
for I have hitherto received none, excepting two 

(i) A Modon had been made, and paiTed in the Senate, fbr 
recalling Cafary but it was quafhed by fome of the Tribunes. 
The Motion, however, was reeiflered. 

(2) This was a Scheme ot Caf or to put them open die^ 
Footing of the municipal Towns of Jtaiy^ where the Perfonft* 
who had pafTed Magiftracies could vote in the Affemblies of the 
People 01 Romr, and could even ftand for public Offices. 

which 
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^hkrB I got at the fame Time at Trehuli ; the one 
toncaining the Edi6k of Publius IJcinius (^i)j and 
dated the 4tb of May ; the other was an Anfwcr to 
what I wrote you from Minturnt. 1 am uneafjf 
for fear that the Letters which I did riot receive^ 
and which you Want me to anfwer^ wcfe of Confe- 
iquence (2). 

Lentglus (hall feel the good Effect of yoUr Recom- 
mendation (3^. I have the Affair of Dionyfius at 
Heart; your Friend Nkanot diftinguifties himfelf ia 
his Aindaities towards me; I have no more to writer 
and it is now Day-Light. I was thinking of going 
to Bencventum to Day; Yoii fhall Iiave no Reafon to 
Complain of my Rectitude and Application to Bu* 
finefs. But no more of that. Dated the iith of 
May J from the Houfe of Pontics at TreiulL 
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CAME to Benevent&m on the nth of May^ 
and there 1 received the Letter; which, from youi^ 
precs^ding Letters^ I underftood you had difpatched 
to me before^ and which I anfwcrcd the Day I re- 
ceived thcmi by Paniius from ^rebuli. It is truc^ 
I received two of yours at Benevtntum^ one of them 

( 1 ) Every GoYcrnor of a PTOvincc and every Pnctor, who 
ttras CO judge of civil Matters at Rome^ upon eQtering into their 
Offices > publifhed a fhoit Syflem of the Rules and Laws thas^. 
were to regulate their Condti^ which was called an Edi^htm or 
Edia. 

(2) Orlg, ^v^tuvtt^99, Majcrit mofMnti. 

(3) Orig, Afud Liutuhtm pcham te ift gratiafn. Oiur Ao&of 
fmuently makes ofe of the Phrafe^ ahd in the fame Senfe, andi 
it figniiies^ I will do Honour to yoarRecommcQjdation.of Un^ 

R '^ ^aA 
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was given me Sy Funifulanus early in the Momingv^ 
tht* other by Tullius my Clerk. I am very mucb 
obliged to you for the Care you have taken of the 
great and capital Bufinefs(i)I recommended ta 
you ; but I am difcouraged by your leaving the 
Place. 1 am inclined to that other Perfon, not that 
he -is my Choice, but becaufc fo few other Suitors* 
prcfent. As to the other Per fort whom you recom- 
mend as no improper Match, I am afraid my 
Daughter will not be brought to agree to it, and 
it will be difficult for your Ladies to know her 
Mind (2). It is a Matter of IndiflPerencc to me.- 
But rhc Thing muft be done, both in your Ab- 
fence and mine. If you will aft for me^ fomcwhat 
might be done; I am fure, at lead, if both of us 
Were prefent, fome Good might be got out of 5^- 
viuSj by the Agency of Servilius ; but as Things 
ft and, I do not fee how the Meafure can be cfFedl- 
ed were it ever fo eligible (3}. 

Now as- to your Letter which I received from' 
Tullius ; you have aded the Part of a Friend to mc 
in your ApplicatioTis to Marcellus. Therefore if the 
Senate comes to any Rcfolution let me know it. 

( 1 ) The whole of this Epiftle h both darfi: and crabbed. Not 
to mention, that fcarce two Copies or Manufcripts agree with 
cue ar- rher as to the Kxpreflions themfelves, ue have not the 
fame .Ai.!v:int:ige that Jtticns had, in underllanding all the little - 
Hint.: ;.:.d Innuendo's of his Friend. I have groped out the 
Mcani.' .; in the bed Manner I could ; but I cannot be fure of ' 
being always in the Right. The Matter which Cicero alludes 
to here, fcems to be the Marriage of his Daughter, who had 
teen repudiated by Crajftpes. 

(2) Orig. £f tuis h;<rhair»eifro9. Dijudicatu difficile effet, 

(3) I have tranflated the whole of this Paffage upon Conjec- 
ture, and indeed the Darknefs of it, and the Variety and Iii-% 
corififtcncy of the Readings admit of no other. 

For 
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For I muft have Levy- Money (j), and fo muft 5/- 
iulus. But I dare to fay the Senate has already come 
•Co a Refolution on that Head, efpecially as it is fo 
important to the Public. You have done riglit withr 
regard to Torquatus. As to the Affair with Ma/o 
and Ligus^ it will be Time enough to fpeak of it 
when they arrive. W.irh Regard to the Complaints 
of Cbitrifpus {2), (bccaitfe you refufcd to tell me 

your private Sentiments (3) upon that likewifc) 

Curfe upon this Province. What! am J to mind 
-even fuch a Fellow? lt(4)fcfims I an^, left he do 

me 

( 1 ) Orig. Mihi tnim aanihtd opQrtehit,;stem Bibulo, The Woj^ 
Attribui fignifies in this Place to sippropriate, and was the fe- 
natorial Term when any extraordinary military Money was 
•granted for particular Purpofes. jittributa Pecuniae (ays Farro^ 
dicebatur qtue qjffignata erat, id quod attribuium erat es mi lit are 
Jicebatur. De ling, Lat, Lib, 4. The Cafe flood with Cicero as 
follows : His Province, and that of Bibvlus^ lay ncareft to the 
Country of the Panbians, and were therefore expofed to Danger 
from the Succefs of thofe Barbarians againll Cmjjus. He therefore 
demanded a military Chefl, excluiive of hib other Appoint- 
inents. He like wife applied for Leave to r^ife Recruits in Italy ^ 
for the two Legions he was to command ; but in this he was 
oppofed by the Conful Sulpicius, But he was in Hopes that 
Marcellus would comply. 

(2) It is impoiTible, at tJiis Diftance of Time, to recover this 
and many other Pieces of our Author's piivate Hillory. 

(3) ^'*'i?' m^ooftvait. JJfenJionem, 

(4) Orig, Confuky aut utniera. I think I have hit the true 
Meaning of Gcero in this Paffage, pciplexed as it is. Vox Mon- 
fieur Mongault in his Tranflation, leems to have given it up for 
defperite. We learn by a P^flkge in Pefius Pomfeius, that it 
was the fame Thing with the Senate of Uomey as with that of 
Britain, Many Things pafled without a Divifion, but it was 
in the Power of any Senator to oblige the Chair to divide the 
Houfe, and then the Queftion went according to the Majorit)'. 
Any Nlember might likewife infill upon telling the Number of 
Members, becau^ there could be no Houfe without a certain 
^NJumber. Kumera Senatum^ fays Fejlus, ait quivis i^natcr Con- 
fuli^ cum impedimentQ *vult ejje quo minus faciat ^eratusionjultum: 
fofiulfltque ut aut rei^ qua adferuntur, di^uidantur : out ftmul confu- 

R J lantur- 
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pie Diflcrviccs with the Sctiixt — ^*Tis no -more thaq 

calling out '^ The Queflipn, the Queftion^* « TcU 

the Houfc''. For 'tis fo in other Matters 1% 

was lucky, however^ that he opeil^ hiipfelf to 
Scrofa ( I ). 

You are right as to Pontinius ; for if he (bould be 
et Brunduftum before the ift of June^ I need not 
prefs my Lieutenants Annius and TuUiuJ fo much. I 
approve of the Matter fuggefted to ypu by Socinius^ 
provided the Exception does not feem to affect mjt 
iM'iends, who have ferved me. But I will thinli^ 
farther of it j I like the Thing in the main. I will 
take Care you (hall knqw how I fettle my Journey, 
and what Pi^mpfy is to do with Regard to the five 
Peputies (2), as foon as I have talked with! himfelf 
upon the Subject. 

You have afted quite right in pafTing your Word 
to Oppius for the Payment of that 5000 /. and as 
you have Pbilotimus with you, 1 beg you would 
compleatthe Affair, and clofc the Account -, and, to 
convince you chat \ am in downright Earned, I beg» 
as you love me, that you^will do it before you leave 
Rome ; for you will thereby eale me of a great 
Weight qpon my Spirits. Now I have anfwcred 

loiitur^ Out fi tot mn funt SenatorcSj quo rvmero lictat fr^fcrihi 
S. C. expe^intur. Thus, Conjule wa^ the T<;rm the Senators ufed 
when they moved for a Divifion, and Numera when they ap- 
plied to the Chair to tell the Hcnife. 

( I ; Jie was a particular Friend of Atticus, 

(z' /7«. Who \vcrc to be under him in his Government. As 
tiiib \yas a Poil of Honour, Tome peculiar Advantages were an- 
nexed to it. It appears to me as if Po/ufey had the naming of 
thole Deputies, in confcquence of the A rj/zan Law. which our 
Author teJIs us in the iirlt Kpiftle of the laft Book, gave him 
iporc Power over the Proyiiic^i thap the Governors of them 
hud. 

every 
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Jtvcjy Particjjlv pf youjcs. No— -I had; almott for- 
got that your Papg: failed you(i). It is my B.ufiflrfs* 
to remedy thatf as the Scvcity of your Paper oqq^- 
fions the Scantinefs of youf Letters, WeU, I will 
allow you twenty Shillings ;o lay out upon Paper. 
And^ yet my crowding thb Pa^e as \ do, is no great 
Indication that I am myfelf too prof ufe of diis Com- 
modity, while fo many Fads and Rumpurs a^ 
flying about, to a^rd Matter for wridng. If yoy 
have any certain Ajccounts of Cafar^ let me know 
jthem by a Letter, and write me fully oa every 
Thing dfe by Pcnfipius. 



j i , ' ■ ■ I' ■ 
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TH E Trwth is, I have npthing co write you 1 
for I knQW pf nothing to recommend to your 
Care, for every thing has been done, neither can { 
give you any frefb Information. There is, in faft^ 
nothing new, neither ^ I ip a Vein for being plea* 
£mt; I aip opprei&d with fuch Variety of Car?. 
j^l I can tell you is, that while I write this, I pre- 
pare to &t out fior Venufium (2) in the Morning of 
the 1 5th of May^ on which Day fome Qu(ine(s will 
probably be done in the Senajce. Write me therer 
fore an Account, not only pf all that is done, but 
of all that is faid ; and I (hall receive your Letter 9C 
Brundiffiiim. For I am there refolvoi to wait for 

(1 ) Tlie Raillery of our Author, here arifes from his Friends 
complaining that lie conld write no more becaiife his Paper 
failed him. 

{z) This Town lay between AfmJia and Luaotta, and is fa- 
9I0US for being the Birth-place ot Hornet. 

R4 Pminiuf 
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^cntinius till the Day you mention. I will wricp 
you an Account of the Converfarion ( i ) I am to hav© 
with Pompey at Tarentum upon the State of public 
Affairs -, in the mean while, I defire to know to 
what precife Day I can addrefs my Letters direftly 
to yourfelf, that is, how long you are to be at Rome^ 
fo as I may be either fure of the Pcrfon to whom I 
fend them, or that they may not be thrown away. But 
before you leave Rome^ pray finilh the Affair of 
the 5000 /. I beg you will look upon it as one of 
my moft capital, as well as moft neceflary. Con? 
cerns, that I may follow by your Affiftance the Mea- 
fure which I entered upon by your Advice (2). 
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I Arrived on the i8th of May at TareniUfB^ and as 
I had refolved to wait there for Pontinius^ I held 
it moft advifeable for me to fpend the intermediate 
Time, till he fliould arrive, with Pompey j and the 
rather, becaufe I faw that he would take this kindly 
of me. For he invited me to be wi^h him every 
Day in his Houfe, and I accepted his Invitation 
with Pleafure, becaufe I (hall hear from him a great 
many fine Speeches concerning public Aflairs ; and, 
at the fame Time, I (hall be furnifhed with his Coun- 
fels as to my Condudt in my Government. 

But I begin now to (horten my Letters to you, as 
I know not whether you are at Rome or not. Not- 
withftanding this, I will write on, rather than that 

(1) Orig. lixXoye;, Sermones. 

(2) He means his CcnncdUons with Cafcsr, from whom he 
had borrowed that Money. 

yo^ 
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?ou fliould not have my Letters, while there is 4 
^offibility of your having them. At prefent, how-r 
ever, I have neither any Commiffion nor any New? 
%o fend you. I have fent you all my Commiffions, 
which I hope you will execute as you promife. 
When I have any Thing new I will let you know. 
One Thing, however, I muft infifl: upon while \ 
think you are ^t Romc^ I mean my Affair with C^- 
far^ which I beg you will finifh before you come a- 
way. I earpeftly wait for your Letters, chiefly 
that I may learn the Time of your Dep4rture from 
Rome. 
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MY Letters to*you daily, or rather from Day 
to Day, become more (hort, becaufe I aiq 
daily inclined to think you arc gone to Epirus. 
You muft know, however, that I have taken Care 
pf what you recommended to me. Vompey infifts 
upon aflSgning me the fame Numbers as mentioned 
before ( I ). But not (2) that they fhall be idle, or 
that they Ihall prefide in Courts of Juftice. Oa 
this 20th of May^ I fet out for Brundujium^ after 
fpending three Days with Pompey at his Houfe. I 

(i) Tkey were five, and are mentioned in a former Leu 
tcr. 

(2) The Text is here mutilated, and reftored only by Con- 
jecture. The Original is Vacationes^ JtuHciariam Cam£aM. It 
iecms ( 'icero infilled upon his Lieutenants ferving in the Field, 
the Exemptions from which Senrices were called VacaHoms^ 
nor would he fu£Fer them to prefide in Courts of Juftice. 

left 
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left him one of the molt excellent Patriots ( i ) in the 
World, and in the utmoft Readinefs to defend his 
Country from all the impending Calamities we fb 
much dread. I ftuU wait for your Letters to in* 
form me both of what you are doings and wher$ 
you refide* 
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1H A V E been detained for twelve Days at BruH- 
dujium by an Indifpofition (of which I am now 
recovered, as it was not attended with a Fever) and 
in Expedation of FoniiniuSy of whom I have not 
yet heard one Syllable : But I have been for fome 
Time waiting for a PafTage. If you are at Rom§ 
when this reaches you (which I fcarcely think you 
^e) I moft earneftly beg your Attention to wh^ 
follows. 

I received Letters from Rome informing me, that 
|ny Friend Milo complains of my having done him a 
Prejudice in fuffering Pbilotimus to become one of the 
Partners in Uie Purchafe of his EflFcds (2). I was in- 
duced 

(r) This I believe to be ironical, for it is impoffible to be 
imagined, after what our Author has iaid upon Pamf^^s Cha- 
rafter before, that he is in earned here. 

(2) This is a very black Part of our Author's Story, not- 
withilanding all be (ays here to excufe it, We have already 
feen from our Author himfelf, under what infinite Obligations 
ht was to MiU, whom he treats as the greateft Man, the 
irmeft Patriot, and the beft Friend that Rome or the World 
beheld, fiut this excellent Perfon being, for the Murder of 
CUims, eoi^demned to Baniihment, and his Eftate being confif- 
cated, this PkiUiimus^ who was CUero's C reature and De- 
{cndent^^ with his Malta's Privacy, and by his Command, buys 
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f!lic^d to agree ta this fronv the Opinion of Caius 
Duroniusj whom I know to have the greateft Af- 
fcftion for Af/7^, and to anlwer the favourable Cha* 
fadter you had giyei^ hirju Now^ the Refult of his 
Confultation and mine, i^pon this Subjed, was as 
follows. In the firft Place^ that the Thing might 
be intirely in our Power, Icaft a fpiteful, uncon- 
cerned Purchafer (hpuld rob Mlo of a large Num- 
ber of Slaves he had carried with him ; in the next 
Place, that the proper Provifion, which he intend- 
ed to make for his Wife, might be fecur*d ; and 
we had it likcwife in our TTiought, that if any 
Thing could ^e faved for hirp, we could fave it 
with the greateft Eafe. Now I defire you to maHe 
yourfelf Maflier of the whole Affair ; for Matters 
are often exaggerated to ps. But if A£lo really 
complains, if he writes to his Friends on this Head^ 
and if his "Wife is of the fame Way of thinking, 
(as I obtained a previous Promife of Philotimus for 
(hat eSeft) he ihall not, againft Mud's Confent, 
]iaye any Concern with his Effe^s ; be my Engage- 
ment or Profpeft what it will. I leave you to 
judge whether this is fo mighty a Mitter. You 
may talk with Dirromtf/ ( i ), for I have already 
written to C^tnillus and JLamia^ and the rather be* 
caufe I was not abfoiutely fure of your being at 
Rome. In ihort, you are to make Frieiidfhip, Re* 

Mile^i EfFedby though none but tli^ moft infamous and merce- 
nary amongft the Roauauevcx were concerned in fuch Bargains, 
In ihorty notwithftanding what he fays here, Cicero, as, appears 
from feveral of his Letters, had a Share in the Spoil* the Goods 
hping fold greatly under Value. 

(i) Duroniusy CamiUmst Lamias, Thefe were private Gentle^ 
men of our Author and Atticus, r 

putation* 
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putation, and my Intereft, the Rules of jrour Judg« 



ment. 



^■^^ 



/9 



E P I S T. IX. 

ON the i5ih of June 9 I arrived ztJSium{i) 
after having feafted like pamperM Priefts at 
Ccrcyra and Sybota (2) upon your prefents of Pro- 
vifions, which were fpread before us by Areus{^\ 
and my Friend Eutycbide^y in the moft hearty hof- 
pitable Manner (4). As our Voyage was very un- 
comfortable, and as we faw we muft have great 
Difficulty in doubling the Poiqt oi Leucate (^^\ we 
chofe to go from JSium by I..and ; but J thought 
at not qu^te fo decent to approach Patra in little 
Boats, and without my Equipages. 

As you have taken every Opportunity of giving 
fne your Advice on that Head, fo it is my daily 
Study to inculcate upon my Dependents what I am 
determined to praftifc myfclf, I mean my cxecut- 

(i) This was (he Promontory ofEpiruj, fo famous from the 
Defeat of Antony by OSmjins^ afterwards Augufius Cafar, 

(2) This was a Port in Epinuy oppofite to the Ifle Qf Cor- 

(3) Areus and Eutycbides were Frccdmcn k)( Afticw,' 

(4) Orig, fthow^oamrara, Benignifflme, 

{%) Leuca/e'was the Extremity of a promontory of Epirust 
which was joined to the main Land by the Ijibmus of Corinth^ 
which was fo very narrow, that the Corinthians in the Infancy 
of their Navigation, and, when their Veffcls were very fmall, 
ufcd to carry them over it by Land to prevent doubling the 
Cape of Leucate, and they even cut a Canal through it, but it 
feems afterwards to have been choaked up. So late as our Au- 
thox^s Time Navigation was fo imperfedl, that Mariners durft 
not venture to lofe fight of Land^ which put them to infinite 
I^^iboor in 4oubling Capes. 
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jng this tttraordinary Department ( i ) of Govern- 
ment, with the greatcft Moderation and the great- 
eft Forbearance. Let but the Parthian remaia 
quiety kt but Fortune be on my Side,. I will dif- 
charge my Duty. Let me know, I beg of you 
what you are a doing, let me know the feveral 
Stages of your intended Removals, in what Situation 
you left my Affairs at Romey and above all Things, 
in what Manner you have fettled my Debt of 
5000 /. with Oppius. All this you may do within 
the Compaft of a fingle Letter, which you are to 
forward fo as that it may come to my Hands. 

One Thing, however, 1 recommend to you in 
a more fpecial Manner, (becaufe though you are ab- 
fent, now that it is not brought upon the Carpet, 
yet you write me you will be upon the Spot when it 
is) that you will make Intereft with all our Friends, 
and efpecially Hortenfius^ that my Year may 
remain upon the Footing it is, without any new 
Prolongation. So earneft am I in this Requeft, 
that I am in fome Doubt whether I fhould nor de- 
lire you to make a Pu(h againft its being intercar 
lated (2), but I dare not prefume to lay all the 
Load upon your Shoulders. You are at leaft how- 
ever to ftick fimply to the general Term of a Year. 

( I ) He got his Government out of common Courfe, becaufe 
he oueht to have had it immediately upon going out of his 
ConfuTfhip. 

(z) It was i^the Power of the Pontiffs occafionally to inter- 
calate, or throw in an additional Number of Days into any 
Year, by which Means they often fcrved their Friends by pro- 
longing the Terms of their Goverment, and fometimes they 
prevented their Enemies by the fame Means. This Prance 
became fo much of a Job amongft the great Men of Rfme^ -and 
introduced fnch Confufion into ^1 public Dates and Times of 
Payment, as made it afterwards neceffary for Qftjar to reform 
the Calendar. > 

^1 
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My deareft, my fwcctcft Jfoy Gteroy fends you hit 
Compliments •, you know 1 have always iiad an Af- 
fedtion for Dionyfius ; but it rifes daily, and; by Hea- 
vens, one of its chief Motives is his Ijmt for yoq^ 
and his lettmg ftip tio Opportunity ^ raontioning 
you. 



I I 
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AFTER reaching Jthtns on the ^5* ^S^unei 
I waited tour Days for PatMmuSf widioin 
hearing any certainty of his arrival. I was, beUevo 
me, wholly engroffcd by you ; and (tho* that ufed 
to be my Cafe without fuch Intimations) the Fooc« 
fteps of your Refidence here, awakened toe to a 
more lively Senfe of your Remembrance. In fhort^ 
by Heavens^ I can fpeak of nothing but you ; buc 
left you Ihould chufe to hear fomewhat of me, take 
it as follows. Hitherto neither I^ nor any of my 
Retinue, have been any Expence to the Public or 
to Particulars \ my People are fo much convinced 
that thi$ Condudb tends to raife my Glory^ that we 
have taken none of the Appointments allowed by 
the yulianhayf^ nor any Thing from our Landlords. 
Thus far it is extreamly well, and my Modefty was 
no fooner obferved, than it became the general Subje6^ 
of Applaufe and Converfation amongft the Greeks. In 
ihort, I was the more earned upon this Head, be^ 
caufe I knew it would give you Pleafure, but I re* 
ferve my Applaufe till I wind up my Oration. 

As to what remains^ I cannot help often chiding 
myfelf for not Bnding out fome Means or other -to 
get rid of this Employment. An Employment 

dif^ 
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difagreeabic to my Manners, and by which I expe- 
rience the Truth of the Greek Proverb, " Every 
Man in his Way (i)/' — What, fay you, is all this 
for, you are not yet entered upon your Employ- 
ment. — I am uninformed, and I imagine that the 
worft is yet to come, I endeavour (and I flatter 
my fclf with Succefs) to put a good Face upon the 
Matter •, but I am wrung to the Bottom of my 
Soul, fo pafllbnate, ib infolent, fo ftupid is the 
Folly of every Kind, fo -arrogant the Talk, and fo 
fuUen the Silence, that I muft daily put up with. 
I write you no Particulars -, not from any Defire ta 
conceal them, but from my Inability to exprefs 
them (2). You are therefore to admire the Frame 
of my Conftitution (3), when I fhall return in Safe- 
ty, and how greatly I have exercifed myielf in the 
Study of Patience (4). 

So much for thofe Matters-'-and yet I fate down 
with no profefled Purpofe of Writing to you upoof 
Bufinefs, becaufe I cannot form a Conjedhire d- 
ther of what you are doing, or where you are ; nei- 
ther, upon my Soul, was I ever fg long ignorant as 
to my own Affairs, or how my Accounts have 
been fettled with Cafar and with Mlo. I am fo 
far from feeing any Perfon to difcourfe with, that 
I do not hear, even a Whifper concerning public 
Matters at Rome ; you will therefore do me a greac 
Kindnefs, if you will take Care to give me all the 
Information you can, as to Matters which you 
think I ihail be glad to know. What have I far- 

• 

(1) Ong, TifJb* T^j. Exerctat qui/que, 

(2) Orig, ^uat^ifAinT; Siua njtx educi ft£unt.- 
b) Or/jf. "^Mrma. Profundimtm, 

(4) ^rig. fMkhit, Mi£iMh. 
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ther to fay ? Nothing, take my Word for it, buf 
that I am extreamly delighted With Athens. TKe 
City itfelf, its Glory, the Affedtion of the Inha- 
bitants for you, a certain Kindnefs they have for 
me, give me Pleafure. But above all ( i ), I had 
it in Ariftus (2}, my Landlord, who has realized 
the Academic Philofophy, if the whole of it is not 
like Moonlhine in troubled Water. For I gave up 
your, or rather my. Friend Zeno^ to my Brother 
^intusj but as we were ne)tt Neighbours, we pafTed 
whole Days with one another. Let me know, as 
foon as you can, what you intend, how you proceed^ 
and, above all, when youDefign to return to iS^ui^^ 
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WHAT! Write fo often to Rome and not a 
Scrap for you! Believe me that hereafter^ 
provided I can fecure a direft Conveyance, I will 
write to you impertinently rather than not at all. I 
conjure you, by all that you hold dear in Life, 
while you are at Rome^ to take as much care ^ 
poffibly you can, that there be no Prolongation of 
my provincial Government. My Impatience, to 
revifit Rome, is inexprefiible, as are my Suflferings 
under the Stupidity of all I meet with here. 

Marctllus has treated a Magiftrate of Comum (3) 

rnoft 

(1) Orig. aicj MTcj' ^urfum deorjiim. 

(2) He was mentioned in other Works of our Author, and 
he was of the Academy, for the Tenets of which the Reader 
may confult our Author'i^ Philofophical Works. 

^3) The Cafe was this, Ca/ar, during his Confulfliip, pro- 
cured a Dcnizenation Bili to pafs, entitling thofe who had fervcd 

as 
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hioft fcandalouQy . But fuppofing^ that lie had borne 
no Magiftracy in that Town, yet ftill he lived be-, 
yond the Po ; fo that our common Friend (i), I 
imagine, will be as much difgufted as Cafar himfelf 
can be, with this Infult. But let Marcellus look to 
that. R appeared to me likewife as if Pompey (ac- 
cording to what you wrote me Varro had faid) would 
moft certainly go to Spain. This Rcfoiutioni by 
no Means, met with my Approbation ; I eafily 
made ^beopbanes {2) fenfible, that Pompty could 
do nothing better than to remain where be wasi 

Magiftrates in the Colony he had eftiblifhed at Como to thd 
Jus Latiiy by which they became Romati Citizens Marcellus^ 
out of difrefped to Co'far, laid hold of an Opportunity of whip- 
ping a Magiftrafe of Como^ which was a Punifhm^nt incompa* 
tible with die Privileges of a Roman Citizen. But before Crefai^ 
had obtained this Privilege for his Colony at Como^ Strah^ 
Pompeiusy the Father of the great Pompey, had obtaihed the Jus 
Latii for all the Towns on the other Side of the Po. There 
fcems however here to be fomc Inconfiftency, not cleared up 
either by Monfieur Mongault, pr any of the Commentators. 
For if the Colonies, beyond the ?o, had the Jus Latii from 
Straho Pompeius, why fhould Crr/ar pafs a Bill in P'avour of that 
of Como, which lay beyond the /'© i* We can clear this up no 
other Way, than by attending to what is faid by j^conitcs, in 
his Commentary upon one of the Fmgmcnts of our Author's 
Oration againft Pi/o. There he tells us, that Urah? Pmpe'ius 
gave the Jus Latii only to the ancient Colon ills beyond 
the Po. Pompeius enimy fays Afconius, non no^is Cclo^ns eas conjii- 
tuit, jei *V€terihus htcolis manentibus jus dedit Latii, But even 
this does not quite folve the Difficulty I have ilarted, becaufe, 
fuppofing this Magiftrate of Como to have been a late Colonifl, 
why fhould Pompey b« difpleafed for not treating him as a Ro- ' 
tnan Citizen ? We mud therefore conclude, that the Hatred of 
Marcellust againft Ctefar, was fo great, tliat he ordered this 
Perfon to be whipt without making any Enquiries, whether ho 
was an old or a late Colontft. Even this Circumftance was 
enough to affront Pompey , and much more if he was found 10 
be an old Colonifl. 

( 1 ) Meaning Pompey. 

(2) He was a learned Greek ofMityUn;^, And had great Cre- 
dit with Pompey y whofe Life he wrote, 

S 'Wi^ 
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That Gr^fciarij therefore, will do all he can to detain 
him, and indeed 1 know that Pomfey has a great 
Deference lor his Opinion. I wrote this Letter on 
the 6th of July J the Day on which I left Athens^ af- 
ter (laying there for ten Days. I there met with 
Pontinius and Cn^us Volujius^ together with my 
Queftor, fo that none was abfent of all I expeAedy 
excepting your Friend 7ullius. You are to mind, 
that I had fome flat bottomed (i) Rbodian Craft, 
with fome (2) Barges oi MityleniS and other Galleys 
for my Conveyance and Convoy. Not a Word of 
the Partbians 5 Heavens grant it may long conti- 
nue fo. 

I have hitherto pad thro* Greece highly admlr'd, 
nor have I the fmallefl Caufe of Complaint againft 
any of my Dependents, who behave as if they were 
perfedly fcnfible of my Charafter, my Circtim- 
ftances, and the Terms on which they attend me» 
In ftiort they do Credit to my Reputation. As ta 
the future Part of their Conduft^ it will be in Con- 
formity with the prefent, if there is any Thing, 
true in the Proverb, *'^ like Mafter like Man (3) •," 
for I am refolved they (hall never fee any Thing in 
my Conduft that fliall give them any Encouragement 
to deviate from their Duty. But if my Example 
is not fufficicnt for this, I will have recourfe to more . 
fevere Meafures. Hitherto I have recommended my- 
fcU by Gentlenefs, which, I flatter myfelf, has not 
been altogether unfuccefsful. But all my Gentlemea 
fay, that my Patience (4) cannnot extend beyond the 

{ I ) Or/jf . a^faitia. Na<ves non Septus, 

(2) Orig. ivixuTov. Remis inJlruSum, 

(3) Orig. aa y i ^i<rjro»». i^alis Htra, 
(jL) Orf£» dni^a», ToUrantiam^ 
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Yeat. I therefore beg you, my Friend^ to ufe 
all your Intereftj that I may not hazard any Difgracc 
by a Prolongation of that Term. 

I now return to your Commiffions, you will 
plcafe to excufe me for not having mentioned to 
you my Prefeds (i) ; you may Name in their Com- 
miffion whom you pleafe j for I fhall not be fo 
fqueamiih in that Affair, as I have been with Re- 
gard to Apukius. I love Xeno as well as you love 
him^ and I am convinced he is fenfible. of it. I 
have done your Recommendation great Honour with 
Patro^ and the other choice Spirits (2), witha View^ 
take my Word for it, to replace my Obligations 
to you. For Patro told me that you had wrote to 

• 

( 1 ) I am not quite fatisfied with Monfieur Mongaulis Tran- 
flation of this PafTaee which he reads as follows. In Prafe&ii 
excufatio^ its quos voles, dtferto, Non ero tarn fMrtaffot (animi fuf^ 
fenji et dubii) quam in Apuleiofui, which he tranflates, II faut 
que vous mexcufiex fi je nai point fait Apultivs Prefet ; je feral 
moins diffcile pour tout autre, (ff *vom fouaiez nu donner qui il <VQut 
plaira. The Reading, in the Original it is true, is irretriev- 
able» but I think Monfieur Mmgault has taken too great Liber- 
ty, even with the Tranilation in his own Reading. I have 
regarded his Reading, but I have given it a Turn in the Tran- 
ilation, which I think does lefs Violence than his does to the 
Original, and is more defeniible in Point of Propriety. 

(2) Orig, Reliquoi Barones. I (hall not here trouble my Rea- 
der with any of the many learned Expofitions of this Word, 
farther than it relates to our Author's Meaning here. It ap- 
pears pretty plainly to have been of celtic Original, and to haVe 
fignified a Man of Weight. But as is the commgn Cafe of 
conquered Countries, the Romans fometimes gave this 1 itle a 
contemptible Turn, as if it iignified a heavy Man. Notwith- 
Handing this, the Word feems to have been in fuch general 
Ufe all over Europe, that it ftill retained with it a certain 
Dignity, as appears by other Parts of our Author's v^ oiks. In 
this Place, howevo*-, he certainly means the 1 ollowers of Epi- 
curus at Athens, and his Application of it to them is equivoc;.! 
and pleafant enough. I hdve tranilaccd it in that equivocal 
Senfe. 

S 2 bim 
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him three Times informing him, that it was on 
Account of his Letters that I took any Concern in 
that Affair, a Circumftance which he took very 
kindly. But when Pafro had applied to me to fol- 
licit your Areopagus for a Repeal of a Decree (i), 
made under the Prsetor Polycbarmus^ Xeno^ and 
afterwards Patro himfelf, thought it much more 
advifeable tor me to write to MemmiuSj who 
went to Mitylena^ the Day before I came to Athens^ 
to perfuade him to inform his Friends by Letters, 
that he would not oppofe the Repeal \ for Xeno was 
fcnfible that it never could have been obtained from 
the Areopagus^ againft the Confent of Memmus. 
Now Memmius himfelf had laid afide the Thoughts 
of Building, but ftill he was picqued-at Patro. I 
was therefore at great Pains in writing him the Let- 
ter of which I have fent you a Copy. 

I beg that you will prefent my Compliments of 
Condolence (2) to Pilia. I will tell you the Af- 
fair, but you need not mention it to her. I received 

(1) Orig. vvrofisriiixrio'fAlv. Decretum. The Cafe was diis, 
llef/:mius, who had been banifhcid from Rome, and who reiided 
at /jhens, had obtained leave from the Areopagus^ or the Ma- 
giilracy of that City, to build a Houfe upon the Ground, on 
which the Houfe of Epicurus had flood, and where its Ruins 
wcie llill to be feen. 1 he Epicurean i took this amifs, and 
.made ufe of the Intereft of Atticm with our Author, to engage 
the latter to obtain a Repeal of this Order of the Areopagus^ 
>\liich indeed was pretty arbitrary, as Epicurus had left his 
Koufe and Gardens to the future Profeffors of his Seft. This, 
af appears from our Authors Letter to Memmius\ £p, Fanu 
J.ib. 13. Ep. I. was fbongly urged by Patro, who feems to 
have been the chief of the Epicureans at Athens. 

[i) 1 his iecms to have been a private Story, aad is not 
worth the Pains Commentators have beflcned upon it. It is 
poffible Cicero might break this 1 etter up by Miflakc. My 
only DifHcuhy is why he fhou'd defire her Hufband to condole 
with her in his Name, and at the fame Time conceal the 
Caufc of that Condolence, 

^ Packet 
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a Packet in which was a Letter from her, I feiz*d, 
open*d, and read it, and indeed it was moft feel- 
ingly ( I ) wrote. If at Brundujium you received Let- 
ters, without any from me, it muft have been at a 
Time when I was indifpos'd, for I will not defire 
you to accept of a hackneyM (2) Apology. Let me 
know every Thing, and efpecially how you are in 
Health, 
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A Voyage is a dreadful Thing, even in the 
Month of July. After fix Days Sail we came 
to Delos (3) from Athens. On the 6th of July^ the 
Wind was unfavourable, and we came from Pyra-" 
r»j(4) to Zofter(5)y wherewc were Wind abound all 
the next Day. On the 8th we had a pleafant Voyage 
to Ceosj from whence we reach*d Gyarus (6) with 
a brifk Gale in our Back, which carried us, fooner 
than we wi(h*d for, to Scyrus (7), and from thence 
to Delus. You are no Stranger to the flat-bottom*d 
Boats (8> of RbodeSy and how ill-fitted they are to 
bear a fwell of Sea. Therefore i was in no hurry 
to proceed, or to move, from Detos^ without know- 
ing where abouts the Land lay (9). 

(1) Orig, evf^raOuq, Dolenter, 

(2) Orig. yoffcap^pioir. Vulgar tm. 

(3) This was an Ifland, the chief of thofe which ace callf^ 
the Cyciadcs in the Archipelago, 

(4) Pyratiu was a Port ^ Atheitf^ 

(5) A Promontory of ^///Vfl. 

(6) Thefe were two Iflands in the ^gean Sea. 

(7) This was another of the C^c-/i!7i/^i'. 

(8) Orig, af^uxrek^ Na^ti nonjeptau _ 

(9) ^^^Z' CMKfwrqpttff ovpt«. Cacummm/ecunJosfldtcs. 

S 3 \H^tv 
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I wrote you from Gyarus concerning Meffala (i) 
the Moment that 1 heard of his Affair, togethcif 
with my Opinion upon it to Hortenfius like- 
wife. I paid him my fincere Compliments of Con^ 
dolence(2), but I impatiently wait for your Ac- 
count of what is faid concerning that Trial of his 
Nephew, and concerning the State of the Public, 
I expeft you to write like a confummate Statef- 
man(3), becaufe I know you are reading my po- 
litical Works along with our Friepd TballumeSus : 
If fo, I fhall know from you not only prefent, but 
future. Contingencies j for even your Client^ the 
very grave Helenius cquld inftrucb me as to the 
Former, I expeft, that before this comes to your 
Hand, the Confuls will be chofen, and that you 
will be able to form a Judgment concerning Cs^far^ 
JPompeyy and even of the Courts of Judicature. 

As you love me, I beg you will finifh my 
Affairs, fince you are to remain at Rome. 1 entreat 
that you will take care of the Brick-work-Conduiti^ 
which 1 neglci5lcd to mention in anfwer to yours. 
Pray do, in your ufual obliging Manner, all that 
can be done concerning the Water, which, from 
what occurs to myfclf as well as from wliat you 
fuggeft, I conceive to be a vafl: Conveniency ; you 
will therefore take Care that Ibmewhat may be done. 
No more— but that I beg you will give to Philips 

( 1 ) He had been tritd for undue Pra^^ices in coming to the 
Confulfliip, and, though he had been once acquitted, he was 
found guilty upon a fecond Trial, and fent into Baniihmcnt, 
notwithllanding all that his Uncle Horieftfus, the famous Ora- 
tor could do to fare him. 

(2) Ong, avmryutiiin* CbHiicitiam. 

(3) Orig. voy^TiKUTSfoj. Ut (kci^ 'virum traHanda RiifuhUc^ 
ftritum. 



to ATTICUS. 263 

jp(cj, your Affiftance, if he has aiQced for it in his Af- 
fair. When I am fettled, I will write you more 
fully. At prefent I am furrounded by the Sea. 
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ON the 2 id of July ^ 560 Days after the Battle 
of Boviila (1)9 I came to Epbefus^ after a 
pleafant, aniufing. Voyage, tho* fomewhat flow on 
Account of the Heavinefs of the Rbodian flat-bot- 
tom'.d Boats* I make no doubt you have heard 
(elfe what does it all fignify to me?) of the Con- 
courfe, of Deputations, of private Perfons, and the 
amazing Multitudes that met me at Samos (2), but 
waited upon me in a more wonderful Manner at 
Epbefus. You muft know, however, that our Far- 
mers of the Public received me as if I had been thc- 
Governor of the Province, and the Greeks with 
the fame Satisfaction as they would have done the. 
Praetor of Ephefus. From which you will infalli- 
bly conclude, that I was now brought to the Proof, 
in my own Perfon, of all the fpccious Dodbrine I 
had taught for fo many Years. But I am in Hopes 
to praftife thofe Exercifes I have learned from you, 
that I ihall keep well with all j and this will be the 
more prafticable for me, as my Province has al- 
ready finiflied its Contraft with the Farmers, — Hera 

( 1 ) Thb was the Rencounter in which Chdius was killed by 
Miloy and from which our Author affcds to date as being a re- 
markable Epocba for himfelf and His Country. * 

(2) This Ifland lay oppofite to Epkefus, which was a F^jman 
Government, and it had been long a Maxim preached up by 
Cicero y that a wife Roman Patriot would behave in fuch a Manner 
as to reconcile^ to himfelf, the Aife^Udns of all Ranks of Men. 

S 4 I muft 
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I mufl cut fhort, for Sejliusj the Bearer of this, 
while I am at Supper, tells me he is to fct out thU 
very Night. 

. I have taken Care of all your little Aflfairs at Epbe- 
fuSj and I have ftrongly recommended Pbilogenes and 
Sejus to the Favour of Tbermus (i), tho*, before my 
Arrival, he was moft liberal of his Promifes to all your 
Dependants -, and I have likewife recommended tq 
him Xeno of ApollGtiis, In (hort, he has abfolute- 
ly promifed to do all you can Defire ; I have like-^ 
yrife ftttled with Pbilogenes the Account gf that 
Money I borrowed from you. 

So much for thofe Matters. Now for Town Af- 
fairs. By all you hold dear, as you are to remain 
at Rofne^ I conjure you to make it a ftrong, and an 
Indifpenfible, Preliminary, that my Cooimiflion bp 
not protrafted beyond the Year, and, that; too, not 
intercalated. You are then to apply to my other 
Concerns which \ recommended to you, particular- 
ly the Family-Affair (2), which you know I have 
fo much at Heart, and my Tranfaflions with CafaVy 
to whofe Fricndfiiip I applied, by your Advice, 
without repenting me as yet of the Conncftion, 
And if you have the leaft Notion how curious, how 
anxious I am to be informed of all public TranC- 
aftions — public Tranfaftions do I fay, nay, of all 
poflible Contingencies, let me know eyery Thing 
in the moft particular Manner. Above all Things^ . 
let me have an Account of the Trials paft, pre- 
fent, and to come (3). Pray inform me concern- 
ing 

(1) He had, during that r.nd the preceding Year, been Go-» 
vernor of Jf.a, after I'ervng as Prxtor in Pome. 
(a) Probably the Marriage of his Daughter. 
{3) ^rig* In primis tc^uid Judiuorum fat us aut faBorumy out 

juUtroriM^ 
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ing the Water I wrote of, whether It has been 
minded, or what Pbilippus is doing in that Mat«- 
ter. - 
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UNtil fuch Time as I (hall fettle in fome Place, 
you are not to expert that my Letters will 
either be very long, or always writ with my own 
Hand; but they fliall be both the one and the other, 
as foon as I have leifure. I have jufl: fini(hed a 
moft fultry, dufty. Stage. Yefterday I wrote you 
from EpbeJuSj and this comes from Tralles. I ex- 
peft to reach my Province by the ill of Augufi^ 
from which Day, if you love me, you are to reckon 
the Year's Continuance ( i ) of my Government. In 
the mean while, it luckily happens to me, in the firft 
Place, . that the Partbians are quiet, that the Con- 
traft of my Province is finilhed with the Farmers, 
that Afpius (2) has quelled the Mutiny of the Sq^ 
diers, and that they are paid up to the 1 5th of Ju'^ 
Ij. We were received in Afta with prodigious Af» 
fedion, for our Progrefs coft not a Farthing even 
to the meaneft Inhabitant. I am in Hopes that all 
my Dependents have done Honour to my Charac- 
ter ; I am not however without alarming Appre- 
henfions, and yet I hope for the beft. All my Re-r 
tinue are now arrived, excepting your Friend Tii/- 

futuroruM et'tam lahoret. Meaning the Trials of undue Prafticct 
amongft Candidates for public Omces, encouraged, and fet on 
foot hy Pompey. the Year before. 

( 1 ) Orig, v»fdyya)^(tM lyta&Vtof . Mandatum de anno. 

(2) He was Gcero\ Prcdeccflbr in the Government of Cr- 
(icia. 
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iius^ I was once thinking to go diredly to the Ar-* 
my, that I n^ight fpend the remaining Summer- 
Seafon in military, and the Winter in ciyilt Du- 
ties. 

As you know me to be as anxious about the Pub- 
lic as you are yourfelf, I beg you will write me 
every Thing as it is, and is likely to be. You can- 
not oblige me more, unlefs by finifliing what I gave 
you in Commi/Tion, and efpecially that domcftic 
Concern ( i ), which you know lies neareft to my 
Heart. Thus I finilh this hafty, dufty. Letter. 
Hereafter I will write you more particularly. 
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ON the lad of July I came to Laodicea^ and 
from that Day you are to reckon (2) the Year 
of my Government, Nothing could be more dear 
or defireable than my Arrival here was, and yet 
you cannot imagine how fick I already am of this 
Employment. Here my Genius, to which you 
are no Stranger, has not Scope enough for its Ope- 
rations, nor can my Studies here difplay their beau- 
tiful Efieds. Yes ! a -fine Thing it is for me to de- 

(l) Ong, w^ofivx,o9. Arcanum domeftkiun, 

\i\ Orig, Ex hoc die Clwvum anni jmrjchis. This Expseilioa 
has an Allufion to one Manner of reckoning Years amongft the 
Romans, that of moving a Nail, which had the Year before been 
driven into the Gate of the Temple of M^^/n^-^?, and driving 
it a frefli into another Place of the Gate, and thus the Num- 
ber of Holes ferved as a Reckoning from the Number of Years. 
tModicea being the iirfl Town of his Province to which Cicero 
arrived, he defires that the Term of liis Government may be 
Jxed from the Day on which he tntercJ that Town. 

termine 



/^ ATTICUS. 267 

terminc Caufes at Laodicea^ while PUtius [ i ) de- 
termines them at Rome^ and while a certain Friend 
of ours is at the Head of a great Army, that I have 
the Command of two nominal, weak. Legions. But 
thofe are not the Matters that I regret, I regret the 
JLofs of my cpnfpicuous Station, of the F orum of 
Romcj of my Family, and of you my Friend. I 
will however do the bell I can to bear with all, pro- 
vided it be but for a Year, but all beyond that will 
be death to me. If you remain at RomCy fuch a 
Prolongation, however, may be guarded againft. 

You afk me what 1 do here ? why, I anfwer, I 
live up to a vaft Expence. So much am I charmed 
with my Plan of Condudt, and fo fcrupuloufly do 
I foUow your Doftrine of Difintereftednefs, that I 
am in Danger of borrowing Money to pay the Sum 

(1) The whole of this Paflage is txceflively falfome. The 
PktiuSf here fpoken of, feems to have been the fame who was 
this Year Praetor at Rotne, and our Author perhaps had no great 
Opinion of his Abilities compared to his own. As to die 6e- 
xieraly hinted at here, it is not fo eafy to fa.y who he ,was, foxm 
Commentators think he means Caffius^ but that will not agree 
with his Circumftances, for he was then at the Head of a very 
inconfiderable Number colledled from the Ruins of the Army 
of CraJ/iu, Monfieur Mongault thinks he means C^far^ but 
I cannot be of that Opinion. Jt is true, he fometimes afiefh 
to call Ca:far his Friend, but the Friend, here mentioned, is 
certainly a Perfon Who commanded a great Armv, and of whdi^ 
our Author had a hearty Contempt. This tkerefore a^fe^ 
l>etter with Pontpey^ whom he frequently afFeds to call his Fnend. 
whom he greatly defpifed, andf who was at the Head of thp 
Army at Rotne, in the fame Manner as Phtius waf at the Head 
of the Lawv. Add to this, that the Word nofter points oat a 
common Friend to Atticus as well as our Author, which* wheu 
we confider our Author's Manner is fcarcely applicable to C^pfmr^ 
though it is highly fo to Pompey. The PafTagc brought by Moo« 
fieur Mongault^ in favour of his own Opinion, feems to make 
againft himfelf, and to ftrengthen my Conjeflure in this. Itw 
Que Ctefaris Amiciy fays he in a former EpiiUe, Lib. 4.. £p. i6. 
(Me duo €t Oppium : dirumparis licet.) 

you 
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you lent mc, I do not rip up the Sores of Appiu^f^ 
but they are too evident to be concealed. On this 
3d of yluguji^ at the Time of writing thofe Letters, 
I kt out from Laodicea for the Camp at Ucaonia{\)^ 
from wacnce I refolve to march to Tauruj (2), and 
then, with Colours difplayed, I will endeavour to 
demand your Slave from NLeragenef{^). 

Believe me, I look like an Ox under a Pack-faddle, 
a Plague upon my Drivers (4)! I will, however, bear 
my Load, but, as you love me, let it not be beyond 
the Year. Attend at the Time at Rome : Roufe the 
whole Senate in my Favour : You cannot imagine 
how uneafy I am at being fo long without News 
from thence. Therefore, as I have often defired 
you by my Letters, take Care to acquaint me with 
every Thing, efpecially what concerns the Public. 
Shall I write more as my Letter is to be fo long up- 
on the Road ? The Bearer however, Caius Androntcus 
is my Friend and familiar Acquaintance (5^. For' 
your Part yoii have frequent Opportunities of Con- 
veyance. Some, thro* the Receivers of the Grafs- 
Rents (6) and the Out-flcirts of my Government, by 

( 1 ) This was a Province of Afia Minor. 

(2) A Mountain lying between Qlida and Capadocia, 

( 3) This is a private Piece of Raillery, fcarce recoverable at 
this Time. It feems this Maragenes was a Parthian, who 
luid entertained a fugitive Slave belonging to Atticus. 

{4) This was a proverbial Expreflion, and I read it ac- 
•ording to the Proverb, vix. ClitclU bo^i funt impofitft, Cillane 
mm ift nofirum onus. The Cillanus was the Driver of Mules or 
Afles. 

(c) The Original is here very uncertain ; I read, Plura 
fcribam tardt reddituro ? Sed dabam familiar i homini, ac domeftico^ 
Ctdo Andrnimco Pmteolano. 

(6) Orig. Per magijiroi fcriptmra:^ et porttu nojlrorum di^e^ 
€tjit»m, 

which 
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lehich you can fend your Letters to the Packets of 
the Farmers of the Revenue. 



E P I S T. XVL 

THbugh the Packets of the Farmers of the Re- 
venue fet out while I was upon my Journey 
on the public Road, and even in hafl:^ yet have I 
fnatched this (hort Time, left you Ihould think mc 
unmindful of what you recommended to me. I ^ 
therefore late down upon the very Road, to write 
you a (hort Account of Matters, which, require a 
longer Explanation. Be it known to you, thac on 
the laft Day of July^ I arrived at this my undone, 
and irrecoverably ruined, Province, where I was 
moft impatiently expefted. I remained three Days 
at Laodicea^ three at Apamea^ and three at Syn* 
nade ( i ), and in all tbofe Places I heard of nothing 
but of their Inability to pay their Poll and Capitation- 
Taxes (2), of their felling all their Town Revenues, 
in (hort, my Ears were ftruck with the Groans and the 
Cries of the People, which indicate the Government 
of a Brute rather than of a Man. But no more— -^ 
I am (hocked with the life thofe Inhabitants lead ; 
their Mifery, however, receives fome Alleviation, 
that they have been at no Expence upon me or my 
Deputies, nor my Queftor, nor any of my Retinue. 
You muft know that I rcfufed to accept, not only 
of Pay and other Perqui(it€s allowed by the Julian 

( 1 ) Thcfe were three Towns of Phtygia Accajpana, 

(2) Orig. Audi'vimus nihil mliud, nijs imperata irMt^AXtm (tX' 
aSionem capitum) fohcri non foj/e : mdi (Pojf£ioncs) omnium 
%fenJitas^ 

Yaw 
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Law, but even of Wood ; nor put } any Man to 

farther Expence, than that of fumifhing me with 
four Beds and a Lodging -, nay in many Places I 
was without a Lodging, and generally paifed the 
Night in a Tent. Incredible therefore was the 
Crowd to meet me from the Country, the Towns, 
and all the Houfes round. Even my Arrival, by 
Heavens, feems to give them new Life. Could you 
but hear how they extol the Juftice, the Difintereft- 
ednefs and the Clemency of your dear Cicero^ and 
how greatly he has furpafled their fondeft Expec- 
tations ! ■ 

As foon as my Prcdeceffor heard of my Arrival, 
he retired as far as Tarjus^ the remoteft Part of all 
the Province, where he ftill exercifcs his judicial Ca- 
pacity. Not a Word concerning the PartbianSj and 
yet fome People, who came from thofe Parts, men- 
tion that a Party of our Horfc has been cut off by 
thofe Barbarians. It has not, as yet, fo much as en- 
tered into the Head of Bibulus to repair to his 
Government ; becaufe, fay fome, he intends to re- 
main the longer in it. I am now two Days Jour- 
ney from die Camp, to which I am polling. 



<^m 
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I Received from Rome a Packet without any Let- 
ter from you. This is an Omiflion which I 
cannot impute to you but to PhilotimuSj I mean if 
you have kept your Health and was at Rome. I 
have diftatcd this Epiftlc, fitting in my Chaiie, in 
my Journey to my Camp, which I can reach in two 

Days* 
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Days. Some Days hence I (hall have Bearers^ to 
whom I can with Safety entruft my Letters. I 
have therefore referved what I have to fay for them. 
With Regard to myfelf (though I could wifh thac 
you heard it rather from another) fo difintereft- 
cd is my Condudt in my Province, that I have not 
taken a Farthing from any Man. No more have 
my Legates, Tribunes and Prefefts ; fo pundhial 
are they to my Orders, and fo zealous ( i ) of my 
Glory. Lepta (2) behaves wonderfully to me. But 
I am now in hafte, a few Days hence, I will 
write you every Thing. 

The younger DejotaruSj who has received the Ti- 
tle of King from the Senate, has carried my two 
Gcero^s, my Nephew, and my Son, with him, into 
his Kingdom, which 1 thought the mod convenient 
Refidence for the Boys while I was in the Field. 
Sejiius{^) has informed me by Letters of his Conver- 
fation with you about my domeftic, and deareft. Con- 
cern, and of your Opinion concerning the fame. As 
you love me, ply yourfelf to that Matter, and write 
me what can be done in it, andwhat you think of it. 
He writes me likewife, that Hortenjius has talked fome- 
what about prolonging the Time of my Government. 
But Hortenjius himfelf told me, when he faw me at 
Cunjitj he would mod ftrenuouQy endeavour that my 
Government (hould be buj: of one Year's ftanding. If 
you love me, fecure to me this Point. My Un- 
willingnefs to be abftnt from you is inexpreflible ; 
and by my fpecdily finifhing my Commiffion, I acn 

(1) Orig. 0'v^tXo}o|af(0-»y. Simul hifernjtunt, 

(2) He ferved in the Nature of chief Engineer in Citeni't 
Anny. 

(3) See Page 164, Note 2. 

in 
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in hopes that my glorious Charadter for Jufticc and 
Difintereftednefs will become the more illuftrious^ 
This was the Cafe with Sdcvola^ who governed JJia 
for no more than nine Months. 

When our Friend Appius underftood that I was 
approaching, he removed from Laodicea as far as 
^arfusj where he afts in a judicial Capacity, though 
I am in the Province, an Affront to mc which I 
am far from refenting \ for I am fufficiently em* 
ployed in healing the Wounds which this Govern- 
ment has received, and which I endeavour to do^ 
as little as pofTibly I can, to his Difcredit. But 
I defire you will let our Friend Brutus (i) know, 
that Appius has not done quite fo handfomely by mc 
in retiring upon my Abroach to the other Extre- 
mity of the Province. 



E P I S T. XVIIL 

HO W earncftly do I wifli you to be at Romi^ 
if you are not there ; for 1 know nothing for 
certain, but I received your Letters dated the igtb 
of Juh/y informing me, that you was to fet out for 
Epirus about the i ft of Jugiijl. But be that as it 
will, whether this finds you in Rome ox Epirus^ you 
muft know that the Parthians under the Command 
of PacoruSj the Son of their King Or odes {2)^ have 
paffed the Euphrates with almoft their whole Army. 
We have yet had no Accounts of BibultiSy being in 
Syriay and Cciffius continues fhut up with all his 

(i) He was Son-in-Law to ^///w. 

(2) This W2U the Prince who defeated Crajfm the Year 
before. 

Army 
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Army in the Town of Antiocbia. I am now in Cap^ 
padocia^ near Mount Taurus, at the Town of Cy- 
ifi/ha with my Army, and the Enemy is in Cyrrbe- 
fiica^ which is the nearcft Part of Syria to my 
Province. 

I have written an Account of all thofe Matters to 
the Senate, but, if you are at Rome, you will perufe 
my Letter before-hand, and confider whether it is 
proper to be prefented. You are to think tor me 
upon a great many other Points, nay upon all \ the 
main one (i) is, that no Advantage be taken of us 
by any random Conduft (2) to encreafe the Bufinefs, 
or to prolong the Term, of my Government. The 
Truth is, fituated as I am, my Army weak, and my 
Allies (efpecially faithful ones) few, the Winter 
will ptove my greateft Safety. If^ before that Time, 
they ftiould not attack my Province, I am only a- 
fraid left the Senate's Apprehcnfions from the donie- 
ftic State of their Affairs may then be fo great, that 
they will not fuffer Pompey to leave them (3). But 
if they fend another towards the Spring, without 
prolonging my Term, I (hall be indifferent. 

You muft know then (whether you are at Rome, 
or from it, or going to it, matters not) my prefenc 
Situation is as follows. I am in good Spirits, and, as 
I think, I have made all the proper Difpofitions. I 
have no fmall Reliance on my Strength j my Camp 
is llrong, and convenient for Forage, it lies on the ve- 
ry Frontiers of Cilicia, and all our Pofts can be eafily 
changed. My Army is indeed fmall, but I flatter 

(0 Or!g, xtpa^cnof. Caput, 
\z) Orig, Iftttr car/a €t porrecla, 

(3^ He was deiigzied to command in chief againil the P^- 
ihians, 

niyfelf 
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myfelf, entirely well affefted to me, and when De- 
fsJarus arrives with all his Forces, their Numbers 
will be then doubled. No General ever bad the 
fame Advantages with regard to the good Difpofi- 
tions of my Allies ^ fo greatly are they charmed by 
my Affability and Moderation. I am now putting 
Arms into the Hands of our Roman Citizens, and 
nufing Magazines of Provifions, from the Country^ 
in the fortified Places of my Government. Thus, I 
am prepared to fight, if a tair Opportunity prefents,* 
or to a£t upon the defenfive if I chufe it. 

You have no Reafon therefore to be difcouragedy 
for well do I know you, and I can fee you melt(i^ 
with Tendernefs, as plainly as if you were before itiy 
Eyes. But I beg you to do all that lies in your 
Power to be at Rome in the Month of January^ if 
nothing (hould be done by the Senate in my Bufinefs 
•till the ifl of that Month. Never can I fuffer Pre- 
judice while you are prefent. The Confuls are my 
Friends, the Tribune Furnius is my Friend ; but 
ftill I muft relyj in that delicate Conjunfture, upon 
your Affiduity, Experience and Intereft. It be* 
comes not me, however, to ufe many Words 
with you. 

Our two Cicerones are with Dejotarus^ but if there 
(hould beOccafion, they can be conveyed xo Rhodes. 
If you are at Romey be as punftual, as ufual, in your 
Correfpondence ; but if you are in Epirus fend fomc 
of your Domeftics exprels to me, that you may 
know my Situation, and that I may know what 
you are a doing, and what you intend to do. I 

(l) Orig. ct/fMraSfKir* CQnftnfiim^ 

am 
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jim more afTiduoiis about the Affair of Brutus ( i ) 
than he would himfclf be, were he here in Pcrfon. 
But I am now to give up my Guardianfhip^ and ta 
have no farther Concern with myPUpil, fo perplexed 
and difdrdered are his Affairs. I ihall, hotwitWland- 
irig, aft foas to pleafe you,- which is doing more than 
pleafing him -, I (Hall adj however,- 1 hope, to tlie 
Contentment of both. 



E P I S T. XIX. 

IH A D juft fealed the Letter, which I fuppofe 
you have got by this Time, all written with 
my own Hand, and giving aii Account of whatever 
toncems me, when all of a fuddert a Courier from 
Apfius on the 2ift of September^ brought me your 
Letter in forty leven Days from Rome (what a Di- 
ftance of Time and Place!) arid yet the Fellow came 
exprefs. From its Strain I make no Doubt, that 
after waiting for Pompey*s Return from Ariminumi 
you are now fet out for Epirus^ and I can be eafily 
fenfible of the Concern you hint at, which muft be 
as great to you in Epirtis as it is to me here. I 
have written to Philotimus that he (hould not call 
Upon MeJfalaSoT that Debt of Attelicus. I am glad 
that the Fame of my Progrcfs has reached you< and 
fliall be ilill more fo, when you are acquainted with 
all the Circumftances. I (hare in thePleafure Vrhich 
you take in your little Daughter at Rcmi^ and 

( I ) This relates to Money that was due to Brutus firom Ath' 
harzanes, the young King of Cafpadociay whofe Father havine 
been murdered, Qcero^ by Order of the Senate, a£led as a Kina 
of Tutor for the Son. 

T r though 
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though I never law her, yet I have conccivcrl 
an Aflfeftion for her, and I believe her to be fo 
amiable, that fhe defcrves it. I have bid an eter- 
nal adieu to Patro and your fellow Students. I 
am cxtreamly glad that you arte pleafed with the 
Order I have taken during my Campaign about the 
Tr.reniine Sqiuuron (i). As to what you write me 
of your btring plcafcd with the Repulfe of a Per- 
fon (2), wiio prefumed to enter the Lifts with the 
Uncle of your Sifter*s Son, it is to me a frcfh Proof 
of your great AffeAion. You therefore did right to 
let mc know it, that I may partake in your Joy, 
for it never could have come into my Mind. 
You will fay, p;:rhaps, you do not believe that. 
That you may cliufc to do, or not, as you pleafe. 
It is true for all that ; for there is a great Difference 
between Indignation ^^3) and Envy (4). 



E P I S T. XX. 

ON the Morning of the 1 7th of December^ Pirr- 
denijfa {5) {urrcndtrtd to me, being the forty 
feventh Day after the Commencement of the Siege. 



(i) They were a Kind of Light Horfc which fci 
Rcr:an Armies, and had their Name from Tarenfum, 



:TVcd in the 
, where their 
Order wa^ firft inftitutcd, every one of the Soldiers of thofe 
Horfc had two Horfcs, one of which he rode, and another he 
led, and they were fo expert in Riding, that they could vault 
from the Back of one upon the other. 

(2) This was IL'rrus, who h: J oppofed Ccno when he ftood 
for the Augurihip, and who liad been lately difappointed of the 
i£dile{hip. 

(3) Orig. TO npLta-xf. Jndignath, 

(4) Orh. Ta (p^anTf. Ab liroiiUa 

( s ) This was the <. apital of that Part of QVuia which was 
onfubdued by the Romam. 

A Plague 
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A Plngue fay you upon that Pindeniffay for till now 
I never heard its Name, what Place is it ? — How 
can I anfwer you ? Can I convert our Cilicia into a 
Theatre of War, as celebrated as is ( i ) j^tolia or 
Macedonia ? You muft know, at prefcnt, however 
that I could undertake no fuch Aftions as have been 
performed there, with fuch an Army as I command 
here. I will therefore give you a fummary Ac- 
count (2) of the whole j for fo you give me Leave 
to write in your laft Letters. 

You know in what Manner I arrived at Epbefus \ 
you even congratulated me upon the crowded Ho- 
nours I that Day received, and indeed nothing ever 
gave me greater Pleafure. The Towns through 
which I paffed, after leaving Epbefus^ received me 
with wonderful Diftinftions, and on the laft of July^ 
I arrived at Laodicea^ where I ftaid for two Days. 
There I (hone away, and my obliging Expreffions 
plucked up the very Roots of former 'Difgufts. I 
afterwards paffed five Days at Apamea^ three at Syn- 
nada^ five at Pbiloine!umy and ten at IcGiiium^ and all 
this Time nothing could be more equitable, nothing 
more gentle, nothing more exemplary, than my Ad^ 
miniftration was. 

From Iconium I went, on the 26th of Auguft^ to 
my Army, and, four Days after, I reviewed it near 
that Place. Some difagreeable News arriving con- 
cerning the Partbiansy I decamped from thence 

(0 Monfieur Viwyaidt^ with all his Accuracy, fccms not 
pertcftly to have attended to i'icer(,\ Meaning in this Pafiage. 
For the tanta ISegptia is evidently put in Opofition to the great 
Adionii performed by Atticus^ favourite Greeks upon thofe two 
celebrated Theatres of War ^^tolia and Maccdon, with whicli 
f^tficus was fo well acquainted. 

(2) Orig. if it) To^rf. Sttmmatim, 

T 3 towarcU 
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towards Cilicia^ through that Part of Cafpadecia 
that borders upon CiUcia^ with a View of making 
Artavafdes the Armenian^ and the Partbians them- 
fclves, fenfible that they were Ihut out from all Ac- 
cefs to Cappadocia. After being encamped for five 
t)ays at Cybifira in Cappadocia^ I had certain Intelli- 
gence that the Partbians were at a great DiftaoGe 
from that Frontier of Cappadocia^ and that they ra- 
ther pointed at Cilicia itfclf. I therefore immediately 
marched for Cilicia^ through the Defiles of Mount 
Taurus. Cn the 5th of O£loter I reached Tar/us^ 
from whence I marched towards Mount Amautu^ 
the Ridge of which Iheds its Waters on the one Side 
upon Syridj and on the other upon Cilicia^ and the 
Mountain itfelf was generally filled with our eternal 
Enemies, of whom we killed a great Number on 
the 1 3th of OSober. By ordering Pontinius to ad- 
vance againft them in the Night-Time, and by my 
attacking them in the Morning, I took and burnt 
their Camp which was very ftrong. I was then fa- 
luted Captain-General. 

For a few Days, I pofleffed that very Camp which 
Alexander (who by the bye was a good deal better 
Captain than either you or I) held againft Darius^ 
near the River IJfus. After ftaying there for five 
Days, and plundering and ravaging Mount Atnanus^ 
I moved my Quarters, Now, you know, there 
arc fuch Things as are termed the Panics and 
Terrors of \Var(0- The Fame of my March 

gave 

(i) Monfifur Mengnult ftems likewifc to have mifunderflood 
ihis Paflhge. The Original is Sets emm dici qu/cdam iratixei^ 
{Terrorfs panmcos) dici Ucm rd ksvcc to voXifjus (iyianes belli ter~ 
rores.J JBut other Copies read /«/tr/Vw /r/i, which J more ap- 
prove of. Monficur Mon^aule tranilatcs the nhok Paffage Car 

<vous 
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gave great Spirits to Cuffius^ who was fliut up in 
jtntiocb^ and daunted the Partbians fo much> that 
they retreated from the Town, arid Caffius^ followed 
them with great Execution, In their Flight Ofaces^ 
one of their Generals^ a Man of great Authority a- 
mongft them, received a Wound, of which he 
died in three Days. This raifed my Reputation in 
Syria J and in the meaa Time Bibulus arrived. He 
wanted, I fuppofe, to be on the fame Footing with 
me, as to the empty Title pf Captain-General, and 
he therefore iet out in queil of a cheap Purcliafe of 
Laurels (i^ upon the fame Mount ^/»^»i^i. But he 
loft all his firft Battalion, with the Centurion of the 
iirft Company, one of the beft Officers of his'Rank, 
Afmus Bento^ with other Officers of the fame 
Corps, together with Sextus Luciliusj a Colonel in 
his Army, Son to Tiius Gaviuf Siepio^ a Man of 

vous fiiwex qu^a la guerre ilfaut craindre les furtriftSy ^ ne pet 
trap tenter la fortune, Bpt I cannot, for my Life, conceive whjr 
Cicero ihould be appreheniive of thofe Panics and Terrors fehe- 
ing his own Army. I have therefore applied them to that o f 
the Parthiansy and indeed the natural Connexion of the Senf^ 
direds me fo to do, and likewife deftroys, in a great Meafure, 
a Charge brought by Monfieur Mongault againft our Author*s 
Veracity, in afcribing to his own March the Defeat of the 
Partbians. For, as I have tranflatcd the Words this Charge va- 
niihes, and he fays no more to his Friend than that the Kffedls 
of Panics and Terrors are very flrong in Armies, \yhich might 
be the Reafdn why the Partbians, hearing of his great Suc- 
ceifes, had raifed the Siege. And indepd to fpeak candidly, 
a General of much greater Experience and Igfs Vanity tlian our 
Author poffeflcd, might have fallen, in like Circumllances, into 
the like Milbke, if it was a Miftake ; for I neither fee any 
Abfurdity in fuppofmg the Partbians to have been alarmed with 
his Mafch, nor any \ anity in his believing that they wt-re, as 
we cannot fuppofe him, when he wrote this Letter, to have 
been informed of th^ Truth of this Affair, and of the Stra- 
tagem which Dion tells us CaJ/ius made ufe of 00 this Oc« 
c^on. 

( 1 ) Orig. Laureolam iff tttufiacn qu^rert, 

T 4 Figure 
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Figure and Fortune. This, it muft be owned, 
was an ugly Blow, both as to the Junfture and Coa- 
fequences. 

I then inveftcd, with a Trench and a Ditch, P/»- 
denifa^ the ftrongeft Town of all the unfubdued 
Cilicia, The Inhabitants had been. Time out of 
Mind, in arms againft us ; they were hardy and 
defperate, and provided with every Thing neccffary 
to make a vigorous Defence. By the Help of a 
very large Mound, covered Galleries, a lofty Tower, 
a large Train of Engines, a Number of Archers, 
and toilfome Difpofitions, I carried my Point 
without any confiderable lofs, though I had many 
wounded. You may be fure this Succefs heightened 
the Jollity of our Holidays, efpecially as I referved, 
Irom the Soldiers, none of the Booty but the Horfes. 
The Slaves were fold upon the i^xhoi December.^ 
and, while I write this upon my Bench of Juftice, 
the Money for them already amounts to 100,000 1. 
I tlun gave the Command of my Army to ipy Brq- 
tlier ii^uintus^ with orders that they Ihould take up 
their Winter Qiiartcrs in the word affefted Part of 
the Proviijce, while I retired to Laodicea. So much 
tor thofe Matters, but let me return to what pre- 
ceeded them. 

As to your earnefl:, and (which is more weighty 
with me than anyThing elfe) your anxious. Recom- 
mendation, that 1 fhould not give the leaft Handle, 
even to the Dcchiimcrs aguinft Avarice (1^, let mc 

die, 

(0 (h-i:^. Vf etiam l.'.^ur'.ti: ^-^yij (Rcprtherfori) fatisfacinm, 
M(»nr!eur T*hf:icuL\ in hie Note upon tliis Pafi'ij^e, inclines to tKiiik 
liiat i i trr, had tilrtinfim in his Fvc, and other Commentators 
think that he iiad d-iG. I can:it)t believe that he had cithel-. 
}t ib tfuc, the Lpithc: Li'^uni.ii a;;rce5 vcr)' well v.ich UoHikfius^ 
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die, if any Thing could be avoided more handr 
fomcly, than I have done that, yet I do not call 
this Condud, Seit-denial, becaufe Self-dcjiial is aVir- 
tuc that implies the Mortification of our Appetites. 
fx)r my own Part, nothing in Life touches rpe with 
equal Pleafure as a Condudt fo difinterefted. The 
Glory, attending fuch Virtue, gives me lefs Joy 
than the Virtue itfelf. Believe me my Joy was fo 
great, diat it taught me fhe Knowledge of myfelf, 
for I had not elfe known what I was capable of up- 
on this Head. Give me then my juft Merit f 2), 
fure nothing can be more noble. Amidft this 
Splendour (3) of my Adtions I have the Glory, 
that, through me, Ariobarzanes lives and reigns. 
For, by the bye (4), I preferved that Prince on his 
Throne through my Conduft and Authority, and 
his Traitors found me not only incorruptible (5), 
but inacceffible (6). Mean while I haTc not drawn 
the Value of a Straw from Cappado:ia^ and I hope 
that, through the whole Year of my Government, 
I Ihall not put my Province to the Expence of a 
fingle Farthing, I have retrieved the Debt, due to 

who knew all the Quirks of fpeaking, as die Term Momus docs 
with Ciito, who always made ufe of very free Larj^uagc. But 
nothing can be more diftant than the Lharadcr of IiIo/f:us itf 
from that of Horterjitis^ whom our Author is perpetually blank- 
ing for difguifing his hatred towards him, and nothing can fuit 
worfe than Ligurinus with the Character of Culo, who was the 
Mirrour of plain Dealing. I have therefore given the Kxpref- 
i:on a general Turn and a different Scnfe. Ligurire fignifies to 
lick, and is a Metaphor taken from the Liquoriflineis of the 
Chops of a DojT when any Th::ig ii in \\u View that he canr.ot 
come at. Upon the whole, 1 ihoulJ like the Pleading Uguri- 
tvtcm Momum, if I could fmd it authorized by any Manufcript. 
(2) Orig, tci^va-luijun. Tu*gro, 

(4', Orig. Iv 'aec^^^:j. In ira/tflurfu. 

(5) O'/S^' dobf^Q^Ki^tof. !:^itor'rvptum Larfritione, 

Brum 
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^rutusy as far as I could, after he thought it wa$ 
defperate -, I love him him as much as you love 
Mm, I was a going to fay, as much as I love 
you. 

Now I have told you every Things and I anj 
preparing to difpatch my public Letters for Ronu^ 
in which there will be the more Matter than there 
would have been, had I difpatched them from 
Mount Amanus. But you are not to be at Rome 
then. It is, however, mod material for you to be 
there by the ift oi March ; for I am afraid that if 
Cstfar ftands out, when the Government come to 
be debated, my Term may be prolonged. But if 
you are upon the Spot I (hall fear nothing. And 
new, with regard to the AflFairs of Rome^ which I 
have at iaft, after long Ignorance, been inftrudcc} 
in by your moft agreeable Letters, which I received 
the 28th of Decembtr^ and which, your Freedman 
Pbilogenes was at great Pains fhould come to my 
Hands by a tedious and unfafe Conveyance, for as to 
thofe which, you fay, you delivered to the Slaves of 
Lcnniusy I have not received them. I am pleafed 
with what you write me about C^far^ and the Se- 
nate's Refolution concerning him. If he anfwers 
your Hopes, in fubmitting to it, I (hall be under 
no Apprehenfjons. I am not greatly concerned that 
Lejus is confumed in the Conflagration raifed about 
J^letQrius. I long to know the Reafon why Luc^ 
fetus has appeared fo kten againft ^intus Cafjius^ 
and what has been done in that Matter. When I 
fhall come to Laodicea^ I intend to order a manly 
Gown for your Nephew ^intu^^ and to take him 
pnder my particular Tuition ; for my great Auxi- 
liary 
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Qary (to f peak in your Phrafe ( i } ) writes me, that 
he is to meet me at Laodicea with the two Cicerimes. 
Mean while^ I am inipatient for your Letters from 
Epirusy to give me gn Account not only how you 
employ, but how you amufe, yourfelf. Nicanor be- 
haves well, and I treat him genteelly. I am now 
thinking of fending him to Rome with my public 
Letters, not only that they may be carried more fe* 
curely, but that I may have fome certain Advices 
both from you and concerning you. I take kindly 
|;he Complimeijts which you fp often write me from 
your Secretary AUxis. But why does he not fend 
sne the fame under his own Hapd, as my Alexis 
does to you. You fee what a Lofs I am at for in- 
ceQfe(2). But enough of this Subjeft. Farewel^ 
and take care of informing nie when you think of 
returning to Rome^ Adieu, Adieu. When I was 
at EpbefuSf I mofl: earneftly recommended your In- 
terefts, and your Friends, to Tbermus (who I un- 
derftand has a great Affe&ion for you) and I am 
now doing the fame by Letters. I wrote to you be- 
fore concerning that Houfe of PameneSj and I 
aga'm beg that you will take care that the Security 

( 1 ) The Words that I have thrown into a Parentheiis is not 
in the Original. The Perfon here meant is Dnotarus^ and^- 
/fVir/ feems to have had a facetious Way of deicribine Perfonii 
without naming them, which gives Occafion to the &me Hu- 
mour in onr Author, as in a former Epiftle^ he calls himfelf, af- 
ter j^tticus^ the Unde of your Sifter's Son. 

(2) Orig, Pbemioju^ritur HM^ttq (Comu), I have trandatcd 
this Phrafe very differently from Monfieur iVioisr^W/, who tran- 
(lates it, yefais cherchtr un Cor pmtr Pbemis^ without making 
kny Remark upon it, though I think it a very difficult Paflage. 
Fbemius or Phamius was a Name for any Mufician, I am therefore 
inclined to think that the whole of the Sentence is proverbial3 
and that Cicero would be glad of fome Incenfe from this AUxiu 
We fball have Occaiion again to mention this Phemius, 
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of the Boy may not be weakened in what he pof- 
I'effcs through your, and my, Kindnefs. Both of us 
3re tied to do this in Honour ; and I, through In- 
clination. * 
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THAT you arrived fafely in Epirus^ after (as 
you write me) a plcafant Voyage, gives me 
great Joy ; but that you cannot, at the Jundhire fo 
Critical for me, h^ ?x Rome, gives me fenfible Dif- 
quiet. One Confidcration, however, affords me 
Comfort ; for I hope, while you Winter there^ 
that, when you reflcft on your Country's Situation, 
your Mind will not be without its Apprehenfions, 
nor your Enjoyments without their Alloy. 

The Letters, of which you enquire the Meaning 
from me, written by Caius Cajfius^ Brother to your 
Friend ^intus CaJ/ius, were Ihame-fac'd and whim- 
pering, compared with thofe he afterwards wrote, 
in which he fays, he has finifhcd the Parthian 
War. It is true, that, before the Arrival of Bibu- 
lusj they retreated from Antiocbia^ though that was 
of little or no Service (i) to me. At picfcnt, how- 
ever, they winter in Cyrrbejiica^ and a dreadful 
Storm of War is gathering. For the Son of Orodes^ 
King of the Partbians^ is now in the provinciated 
Countries of Rome^ and Dejotartis^ whofe Son has 
betrothed the Daughter of Artavafdes^ from whom 
he has perhaps his Intelligence, feems pofitive, that 
by the Beginning of Summer, he will pafs the Eu- 

vO Org, ivJjfMfjftMtT*. Pro/pero Sui:efu. 

fbrai^S 
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phraies with all his Forces. You are to know that 
when thofe triumphal Letters of Cajius were read 
in the Senate, on the fame Day, being of the 7th 
of Oifobetj mine were likcwife read, which were 
full of fo many Alarms, Our Friend Jxius (i) in-- 
forms me, that my Letters made a great Impreflion 
upon the Affembly, but that, to his, they paid no 
Regard. Thofe from Stimulus had not then come 
to their Hands, but I am well affured they will be 
full of Dread and Difmay. 

The Confequences, I apprehend from all thofe 
Matters are, left that Pompey being detained at Rcme^ 
through the Fear of public Commotions, the Se- 
nate fhould refufe to gratify Cafar in any of his 
Demands, and, while that Knot is untying, that the 
Senate will be againft my leaving this Government 
before my Succeffor fhall arrive; as judging it im- 
proper that Deputies alone fhould govern thofe great 
Provinces, while we are upon the Eve of fomc 
mighty Revolution. I tremble when I refleft on 
this, left they fhould decree a Prolongation of my 
• Government in fuch Terms, as that none dare put 
a Negative upon it -, and my Apprehenfions of this 
are encreafed, by reflefting that you, whole Coun- 
fcl. Popularity, and Zeal, could fcrve me in many 
Rcfpcfts, are now abfent from Ro^ne. You will 
tell me, that I am a Self-tormcnter; I wifh I had no 
Reafon. Thefe are Torments I cannot avoid, fo 
boundlcfs are my Fears. There was one Para- 
graph (2) however of the Letter you wrote mc 
from Buthrotum^ immediately on your going a- 

(i) He was a Ronum Senator, and correfponded with Cicero 
by Letters. 

(2} Ori^, axftrt^ihw, Ciaiifulam, 

fhorc 
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ihore, which was a precious one. ** I am con- 
•• vinced, and I hope that there will be no Bar 
•* upon your Return." How impertinent is that, 
** I hope," could not " I am convinced/* have 
flood by itfclf. I received, at Iconium^ tewevcr, 
in a reafonable Time after their fDate, which was 
on the Day of Lcniulus^s Triumph, the Letters you 
fent by the Couriers of the Farmers of the Revenue, 
and which were wrote in thfe fame mawkiih ( i ) 
Strain, iirft telling me there would be no Bar to my 
Return, and then adding that^ ^Mf there ihouldbe 
any, you would come to me in Perfon." Thofe 
Doublings of yours put me on the Rack. 

From what I have wrote, you may underftand 
what Letters of yours I have received ; for I did 
not receive the Packet, which, as you write me, 
you gave to Hermo^ the Freedman of the Centurion 
Camula. You often wrote me of Letters which 
you gave to the Slaves of Lcnius ; I perceive they 
were dated fo far back as the 2 zd of September^ nor 
did I receive them till the 1 1 th of February^ wheA 
Lenius put them into my Hands, upon my Arrival 
at Laodicca. Lenius fhall feel the Effefts of your 
Recommendation, at prefent I can only treat him 
with Civility, but I Ihall be able hereafter to do him 
fome more fubftantial Kindnefs. 

Thofe Letters of yours run all in the old Strain, 
excepting as to one particular, I mean the Panthers 
of Cybira. You was in the right to acquaint A&r- 
ctis OSlavius (2), that you did not think I would 

comply 

(i) Orig. yXuxvmxpof. DuUe-amarum, 

(2) He was i^ile this Year, and his Collegue Calius being 
intimate with Cicero^ had prefTed him to fend £m fome Panthers 
for the public Shews out ofGHcia, which was famous for thofe 

Savages. 
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tomply. But, in Time to come, give a fiat Ne* 
gative to every Thing that you have the leafl: doubt 
df my complying with. Hitherto, refolved as I amt 
by Nature, and^ by Heavens, infpired, as I was, bf 
your Sentiments, I have diftinguifhed myfelf, be- 
yond all, in this Sphere of Life, not only (believe 
me you will find it fo) by my Dilintereftednefs, but 
by my Juftice,- Aflfability, and Clemency, You 
are not to imagine that any Thing can exceed the 
Admiration of the People at their not being put 
to one Farthing of Expence under my Adminiftra- 
donj on account either of my Government or Offi- 
ters, excepting by the Deputy Lucius Tullius. Him^ 
though he is moderate in other Rtfpe<^ts, I muft 
except, when I iay, that not a Farthing lias been 
expended, for he has exad:ed the Appointments al* 
lowed by tht Julian Law for his travelling Exr 
pences^ but this only once in the twenty -four Hours, 
for he does not, as other Officers have done, exa& 
them from every Village he flops at. None elie 
of my Train has touched a Farthing. This Staia 
of my Government I owe to our Friend ^uintut 
Titiniils ( i ). 

Upon finifliing the Campaign, I mad^ my Bro- 
ther ^intus Commiflary General of my Army in 
tlicir Winter Quarters, and over all Cilicia. I dif- 
patched ^intus Folujiufj Son-in-Law to your Friend 
TiberiuSy a ftay'd Man, but wonderfully difintereft* 
€d,'into Cyprus, that he might remain there for fomc 
Days, leafi: the few Roman Citizens, who trade there. 

Savages. But our Author, who at firft affefled great Dclka* 
cies, refufed to harrafs the People of his Goveriu&eDt in catch- 
ing thofc Animals. 

( I ) And yet feveral Times before he intimates as if ^uUaa 
had been recommended to him by AtticMs. 

ihould 
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Ihould complain, that they had no Court of Juftice' 
to refort to, for the Cyprians have a Priviledge of 
not being obliged to leave their own IQand. I fee 
out for /ijidj on the 5th of Januarj^ from Tarfus^ 
nor, byHeavens, can you imagine how greatly I was 
admired by all the Cities of Cilicia^ and efpecially 
by the Inhabitants of Tarfus. But after I pafTed 
Mount Taurusj the Fondnefs of the jifiaticsj upon 
the Out-Skirts of my Government, was wonderful, 
for, in the fix Months of my Adminiftration, they 
had not once received a Letter from me, nor had I 
fent them fo much as one Gueft. But, before my 
Government, that Time was profitably employed 
every Year, for the rich Cities gave great Fines to 
exempt them from Soldiers going into Winter Quar- 
ters amongfl: them. I fpeak rather under, than a- 
bove, the Truth ( i ), when 1 fay that the Illaild of 
Cyprus itfelf paid yearly 25,000/. but, under my 
Government, not a Farthing fhall be exafted from 
it. For all thofe Inftances of Kindnefs, which arc 
amazing to the Inhabitants, I luffcr no other Com- 
pliments but thofe of the Lips to be paid me, for 
I prohibit all Statues, Temples, and Trophies (2). 
In all ether Refpefts, I give no Trouble to thofe 
Cities, though perhaps I do to you, by thus 
preaching in my own Praifcs. But if you love 
me, you will bear with me; if I am impertinent, your 
Commands have made me fo. 

You mufl: know then that I made my Progreft, 
through Aftay in fuch a Manner, that the Famine, 
that mofl dreadful of all Evils, which then raged 

(1) Orig. vwtfiuUxui. Supra I'eritaf em, 

in 
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bi my Part of JJta where the Harveft had failed, 
fcrvcd the Purpofcs of my Glory. For, wherever 
I travelled, I prevailed, through Regard for my 
Pcrfon and Sentiments, fo far upon both the Greeks 
and the Roman Citizens, who had laid up Maga- 
zines of Corn, that without Violence, without legal 
Procefs, and, without a Menace, they fpromifcd 
large Quantities to the People of the Province. 

On the 13th of February^ I opened my judicial 
Proceedings for Cibyra and Apamea at Laodicea \ 
on the 1 5th of March I will open thofe for Synnada^ 
Pampbilia and Ifauria ; (then look I for the higheft 
Note of fweeteft founding Praife ( i ), ) and I propofe, 
about the 1 5th of May^ to fet out for Cilicia^ there 
to remain all June^ without Interruption (I hope) 
from the Partbians. If Matters fall out, as I wifli 
them, I fliall fpend the Month of July^ in my Re- 
turn to Rome through my Province^ for I entered 
upon my Government at Laodicea^ in the Confu- 



( 1 ) Orig. ^um Pbemo dtj^ictam uipa^ (Comu) Jonium. Not- 
withftanding all the Pains Moniieur Mongault, and the Com- 
mentators have taken to explain and juilify this PalTage, as 
meant of a particular Perfon and Thing. I am flill convinced 
that the whole of it is an Allegory, and that the Expreflion it- 
felf is either proverbial, or, which I rather incline to believe, 
taken from fome Post, who was common to Gcero and Jtti^ 
cus, is loft to us. We cannot coniiftently either with the 
Rules of common Senfe^ or with Ciceroni Mannei-, conceive the 
imallell Meaning that can be in his Thrufling it in as he does 
without the lead Connection with the Matters cither befope or 
after it, if this F/jemius was really a mufical Slave, for whom 
jltticm wanted an Inftrument out of Cilicia. At the fame Time, 
nothing is more common with our Autlior, than a kind of 
jpreventive Raillery upon his own Vanity, which he generally 
introduces when he is rencounting, as in this Place^ fome of 
his own meritorious A^ons. Add to this, that Pbemius having 
been celebrated by Homer as a Mofician, his Name became 
common to iignity a fine Performer. Sljuijwvett fays 0<vid^ 
md far das fi eanut fhtnuui aures f 

U late 
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hit. of Sulpicius^ and Marcellus^ on the giftofj** 
ly^ and 1 propofe to leave it on the 29th of the 
iame Month. In the firft Place, I will make it a. 
Point, and prevail (though the Thing will do great 
Violence both to his and my Inclinations) with my 
Brother Siuintus^ that he continue to ad as my firft 
Lieutenant. I cannot otherwife acquit myfelf as a 
Man of Honour, cfpecially as I cannot prevail with 
Pontinius^ who is the only proper Pcrfon, cvsen to 
(lay here longer •, for the Fellow is dragged to Romi 
by P^umius, and by Pofibumia too, perhaps ; thu£. 
you have now the Plan of my Conduct. Now as ta 
Brutus and his Concerns. 

That Friend of yours has two intimates of hit' 
who are Creditors upon the Salaminians ; Af. Sa^ 
iius and P. Matinius^ in the Iflc of Cyprus^ and 
he recommended their Interefts to me in the moft 
eafneft Manner. I knew nothing oi MaiimuSj but 
Scaptius came to me in the Camp, where I pro- 
mifed, from the Regard I have to Brutus j that I 
would fee him paid his Money by the Salaminians. 
After returning me Thanks, he aflced me for a 
Commiflion of Lieutenancy, which 1 refuf(^ to 
give to him, or to any other Money-Broker. You- 
know I informed you of my Purpofe in this, and 
when Pompey himfelf alked me for one he was la*^ 
tisficd with my Reafons for refufmg it; not to 
mention that I did the fame by Torquatus^ your 
Friend M. Leniusy and many others. I told him 
if he wanted the Place on account of his Debt, I 
would engage to fee him paid. He thanked mc 
and then departed. 

My Prcdeceffor ylppius had given to this Scaptius^ 
the Lieutenancy of SalamiSy and likewifc the Com- 
mand 
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njand of.fome Squadrons of Horfe, to keep the 
Salaminians in order. Finding that he had op- 
preffed them, I commanded the Cavalry to evacuate 
the Ifle oiCypruSy to the great Difcontent of Scap- 
tins. In (hort, that 1 might difcharge my En- 
gagements to him, I ordered the Salaminians^ when 
they came (and Scaptius amongft them) to me at 
Tarfusy to difcharge the Debt. They talked a great 
deal of the exorbitant Conditions of their Bond, and 
a great deal of the OpprefTions of Scaptius ; but I re- 
fufed to hear them. 1 then exhorted and even en- 
treated them, by all tlie Services I had done their Ci- 
ty, to finilh the Affair, and, at laft, I acquainted them 
1 would force them to do it. Upon this, they were 
fo far from refufing to comply, that they affur'd me, 
they could pay it out of my Pocket -, becaufe I- 
had, in a Manner, made them a prcfcnt of fo much 
Money, by my refufing to accept of the ufual Per- 
qufites given to their Governor •, and that their fav- 
ings, from their public Expence, exceeded the Sum 
due to Scaptius. I told them they adted like Gen- 
tlemen. — Fine Words, faid Scaptius — but let us fee 
how they will tell. 

Mean while, in the Edift I publifhed as my Rule 
of Government, I had fixed twelve in the Hun- 
dred as the legal Intereft, and the Creditor to be 
at Liberty to add it at the End of the Year to his 
principal Sum(i). But Scaptius demanded in 

Terms 

( I } Interim cum rgc in edi^o trala^cio centefimas me obfervatu- 
rutn hahiremy cum anatodjmi anni'verfario \ iUe ex Syngrapha fofiu- 
lahat ouatemas, I have not taken the fame Liberties that Mon* 
iicur Mcngault has done in tranflating the Account of this Trani- 
a^on, but I hope my Tranilation is equally intelligible ; nor 
(to fay the Truth) do I diink he has perfefUy well undOTftood it. 
As t9 tl^ Terms made uie of, the 'Reader mail apply to Lexi- 

U 2 ^^"Qfik 
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Terms of (liS Bond^ fortyeight in the Hundred. Hfolcfy 
faid It fure you don't mean that I am to go againft. 
the Rule laid down by my own £di6t. Upon this,- 
he produced a Refolution of the Senate, under the 
Confulate of Lentulus and Philippus^ declaring " that 
•' an Adion might bj held at Law, upon the Vali- 
'** dity of his Bond, before any future Governor of 
** Cilicia.** This was giving that City ifs mortal 
Blow, and therefore at firft it ilruclc me with Horror. 
Upon farther Enquiry, I find that two Refolutions 
pafled the Senate, under the fame Confuls, and upon 
the fame Matter. For when the Salaminians wanted 
to borrow the Money at Rome^ and found themfelves 
barred from doing it by the Gabinian Law, thofe 
Intimates of Brutus^ relying on the Strength of hii 
Intereft, offered to advance the Money at 48 ptrCeni. 
provided they had an Indemnification ffom the Se- 
nate. BrutuSy upon this, had Intereft enough to 
carry a Refohition through the Senate, importing 
*' that the Claufe of 48 per Cent, fhould be of nd' 
** Prejudice, either to the Salaminians or to the Lcn- 
*' ders.** But the Ufurers having paid the Money, 
afterwards refiefted with themfelves, that this Rcfo-* 
lution could do them no Service, as it amounted to 
no more than a bare Indemnification from the Pe- 
nalties of the Gabinian Law, which forbad that any* 
Aftion Ihould lie in a Court of Juftice, upon fuch 
a Bond. Another Refolution then pafled, importing 
*' That the faid Bond fhould be as valid as others.** 
But the Validity of the Bond was not contefted as 
to the Payment of the principal and legal Interef):. 
After, therefore, I had explained my Senfe of the 

cons and Antiquaries ; for it would take a great deal of Writ- 
ing to explain them here. 

X Thing 
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Tbii)g, Sc0piius took mc afide, and told me that he 
yielded to all I faid, but that the Salaminians 
thought they owed him 25000/. and that he w^s 
willing, though in n?ality they did not owe him 
quite fo much, to accept of that Sum. He then en- 
treated me to bring them up to the 25000/. Very 
well, replied I ; and then fending Scaptius away, | 
ordered the Salaminians to appear. Pray Gentlemen, 
laid I, how much does this Debt amount to ? They 
told me to about 12200 /. When I had acquainted 
Scaptius of this, he n>ade a terrible Noife. Nay^ 
faid I, your Bawling will not better you, you ought 
to compare your 4-ccouiits together. Upon this, 
fhcy fate down, the Accounts were made up, both 
of them tallied. The Salaminians made a Tender 
of the Money, and preffed Scaptius to take it. He 
called me afide again, and begged that I would 
Jeave the Matter as I found it. The Fellow im- 
portuned me fo hard, that I agreed to this, to the no 
fmall Difcontent of the Salaminians^ whom I refufed 
to fufFer to depofite the Money in a Temple (i). 

All who were prefent roared out that this Beha- 
viour was the Height of Impudence in Scaptius^ 
who was not contented with 12 per Cent, and Intereft 
upon Intereft, while others faid that his Folly was 
equal to his Impudence. I could not be of that 
Opinion, becaufe he ufed to lend Money to any fure 
Hand, 2t 12 p^r Cfnt. but when the Security was 
doubtful, at 48. This is a true State of my Con- 
duft, and if Brutus^ does not approve of it, he is 
unworthy our Friendlhip. But I know it will hp 
approved of by his Uncle Cato^ efpecially as I fup- 

(i ) A Confignation of Money in a Temple put a S^p to its 
^ari|ig any Intereft while it lay there. 

U J Y^^ 
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pofc a Refolution has juft now palled the Senate, 
fince your Departure from Rome^ in this Matter of 
the Creditors, that twelve in the Hundred (houid be 
the conftant and the legal Intereft. If I am not 
miftaken in your Talent at Calculation, you are per- 
feftjy fenfible what a wide Difference there is be- 
tween this and the Demand of Scaptius{i). 

By the hjt {i) Ltuctius complains to me in a 
Letter, that there is great Danger left thofc Decrees 
of the Senate (hould be attended by a seneral Bank- 
ruptcy. He puts me in mind of the Mifchief Coins 
^ulius did formerly, by prolonging the Term of 
^aymcnt but for a Ihort Time (3). Never did the 

Republic 

(i) Orig, Hoe pad interfitf fi tw$i Sptos nonfif eerte hehsfiA* 
AUium, Moniieur Mongtndt bas, I tnink. miiUken the SonTc 
of this PafTage. He tranflates it, Vous tuoyez hien, *vetu pit 
/convex eompter^ de combien ce que faccorJe a Scrftius mcftte f/u^ 
haut. Now I cannot fee any Diiference between the Icftal In- 
tereft fettled by the Senate, and that oftered to Scaftims by Ci^ 
€er9, excepting that Cicero allowed him the Anatocifrnw ; but 
I apprehend Uiat the Atiatocifmus was legal in all Cafes, ami 
Cieero certainly thought it to be fo by his own £di^, other- 
wife the Creditor muft have fuii'ered condderably, even to th^ 
Amonnt of his whole Sum in about eight Years. l*he Expref- 
feon therefore, quidinterfity neceflarily and naturally infers to 
the Difference between the exorbiunt Demand of Scaftiust an^ 
the legal Intereft fettled by the Senate. 

(l) Orig. oj^ vo^f^of . Obiter, 

(3) Orig, ^uid olim mali^ Cuius Julius fee erit^ evsm Stesdm^ 
duxerit. The Obfcurity of this Exprefti^n has given Rife to a 
prodigious Number of Conjedurcs. It docs not appear plain 
to mc that the Decrees here blamed by Lucceius relate to the 
Decree for fettling the Intereft ; I am ilrongly inclined to be- 
lieve that he me.ins the Decrees obtained by Scaptius to au- 
tborife his exorbitant Intereft, and which indeed did point at a 
general Bankruptcy; whereas the Decree for regulating Inte- 
reft f ecms to have be<;n calculated to prevent it As to the 
Fad mentioned here concerning Cafar, we know nothing of 
iti norha^ either Monfieur Mon^ault^ or any of the Comment 
Mtors pretended to a&^na^ v/Uat it was, 1 cannot, kawevef'. 
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Republic run a greater Rifle than it did at that time. 
But to return to the Matter. Sec my Plea in the 
beft Light to Brutus^ if that can bp urged as a bare 
Plea, which can be contradided with " no Colour of 
Tnith, efpecially as I have left the whole Affair 
and Proccfs in the fame State I found them. I have 
nothing farther to fay but to my private Affairs. 
As to the main one (1) of all, I am of the fame 
Sentiments with you. Let us deal with the Son of 
Pojlhutnia j becaufe Pontidid's Son rrifles with us." 
But I wifh you were upon the Spot. You are to 
expeft no Letters for fome Months from my Bro- 
ther ^intusj becaufe Mount Taurus is impailable, 
on Account of the Snows, before June. I quicken 
jThermus, as you defire I (hould, with repeated Let* 
ters. King Dejotarus aflfures me, that Pubtius Vale- 
rius is a Beggar, and that he is maintained by him* 
As foon as you know whether this Year is to be 
intercalated at Rome^ or nor, let me know precifely 
the Day on which the Ceremonies of Bona Dea are 
to be performed. I don't cxpeft to hear from you 
quite fo often as if you was at Rome \ but ftill lec 
me hear as often as ypu can, 

kelp obferving, that moft probably it related to fome Part of 
C^far% Condua, at the Time of CatiUm\ Confmcx. For 
we find that at that Time the Roman Knight^ w)u> weis the 
monied Men of Kome^ were terribly exafperated at his Beha- 
viour, and that Ciaro^ in a creat Number 4>f Places, hints 
that the Republic of VLonuy at that Time, was upon the £ve of 
a general Bankruptcy. But for the fake of Perfpicuity, we 
inuft here obferve, that our Author calls die &€natus ewfid* 
tuMjiox fetding the Intereft, as well as thofe Uame4by /jv- 
^W, by the Term ofDicr^ta. 

(0 Or'S' uh^xf* Jrcaao domeJtUo. 

U4 'CXCERO*% 
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E P I S T I. 

|N the 17th of February {i) I received youc 
Letter at Laodicea ; and read it with Rap* 
tures, fo full was it of Affedion, Love, 
Benevolence, Friend (hip, and Zeal. Take 
therefore my iVnfwcr in your own Method, with- 
out my following the Plan (2) I generally lay down. 
You tell me that my laft Letters, dated the 2 2d of 
September^ are come to your Hands; and you want to 
know what Letters I have received from you? Almoft 
all you mention, excepting thofe which you fay you 
delivered to the Slaves of Lentulus^ at Equotuticum 
and Brundujium. You therefore do not, as you fecm 



( 1 ) Orig. Ad quinfum terminalta^ 

(2) Orig, otxwofuaf. Ordimm^^ 



isi 
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to apprehend, take all your Pains for nothing (i) \ 
believe me, they have had a noble Effeft, if your 
Intention was to give me Pleafure ; for never in my 
Life, did I receive more. It gives me vaft Joy 
that, contrary to my Expeftation, you approve of 
my Phlegm (2) towards Appius^ and my Freedom 
towards Brutus. 

For AppiuSy on his Journey, wrote me two or 
three growling (3) Letters^ becaufe I had repealed 
fome of his A£ts. This is juft as if a Patient (hould 
be delivered over from one Phyfician to anothert 
and the iird: fhould fall into a Paffion with the 
latter for altering the Regimen he had laid down 
in the Cure. Thus, the Regimen of Appiui was 
by Evacutions (4) ; he emptied, as much as he 
could, the Veins and the Body of the Province, 
gnd delivered her over to me when fhe wa3 at 
the lad Gafp, and now it is with Pain that he 
fees I have placed her again upon her Legs (5)* 
His Refentment, however, is a Medley of Reproach^ 
and Thankfgiving^ for in all my Regulations, I al- 
ways kept clear of his Charafter ; fo that, in fadt, the 
Man is only angry at my Praftice being fo very 
different frotp his. And nothing furely can be more 
different. Under his Government, the Province was 
quite drained with he^* Expences and her Lofies. 
Under mine, not a Farthing was exacted, either in 4 
public or a priyate Capacity. I need not mention 
his Prefeds, his Attendants, bis .^Lieutenants, with 
all their Train of Rapine, Lufts and Abufe3. At 

(1) Orig, otx^rat. J^vmie/cit. 

(2) Orig. PttBvmra. Tacitumitatm. 

(3) Orig, vvofiifA^I'ifAot^. Suhqturulas. 

(4) Orig, f{ eifat^Ht^.. Per extra^anem* 
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prefent, by Heavens, there cannot be, even in a 
Family, better CEconomy, greater Regularity, or 
cncu-e Modefty than appears over the whole of my 
Province. The Turn given to thb Reformation 
by fome of Appius^s Friends, is pkalant enough ; 
for they fay that I aflfeft all this meritorious Condu& 
by way of Satire upon his, and that the Virtue of 
my Government is not owing to my R^^ for my 
own Character, but to my Spite for his. If Apfius^ 
however, as the Letter of Brutus^ which I fent to 
you, intimated, fhould return me his Thanks, I 
ihali be very well pleaied, and yet, when I write this 
Letter, which I do before Day- break, I am think** 
sng of repealing a great many of his wicked Ads 
wd Statutes. 

Now as to Brutus^ for whom, at your Recom- 
niendation, I conceived the greateft Regard, which 
was even drawing towards Affedion. But— no-:~ 
I will check myfelf left I difoblige you. — For you 
are not to imagine that ever I had a Thing more at 
Heart in my Life than to execute what that Man 
recommended to me-, nor did I ever endeavour 
any Thing more earneftly. Nay, though he gave 
xne a Memorial of all his Commiflions, and which 
contained only the Matters which had before 
pailed between you and me, yet am I pundual to 
the fmalleft Particular. 

In the firft Place, I made fo ftrong a Point of it 
with Artobarzanes^ as to prefs him to pay Bruhis 
the Money, which he had promifed me. While 
that Prince was in my Company, this Propofal was 
very fmoothly received \ but he afterwards began 
to be prefled by a whole Gang of Pompey^s Agents. 
I^ow there are a thoufand Keafons, not to mention 
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his being cxpefted to command againft tht Partbi^ 
uns^ why Pompey has greater Influence with him than 
all the World befides has. Notwithftanding that, 
P^ompey is now obliged to receive in Payment every 
Month 5000 /. (which is not indeed the Intereft of 
the Principal lent) and that too out of the Taxes* 
But our Friehd Crkfus meekly puts up with this; 
He goes without his Principal, and he does not get 
even the whole of his Intefeft. His 'Majefty nei- 
ther does, nor can, pav any body clfe, for he is ii 
King without cither Treafure or Taxes to fuppott 
him. Be puts his Country, after the Manner of 
Appius^ under Contribution, and yet all is infuffi- 
cient for difcharging the Intereft of his Debt to 
Pompey. It is true, two ov three of his Friends are 
rich Men/ but neither you nor I can be more tena- 
cious of our Property than they are of theirs. Not- 
withftanding all this, I am inceffantly teazing, ex- 
horting, and reproaching the Prince by Letters, 
Dejotarus has even informed me, that he fent an Em-» 
bafTy to Ariobarzants concerning hisl'ranfaftion with 
Brutus^ but that all the Anfwer he received was, tha^; 
he had no Money •, and in my Confcience, I believe 
liever was there a Kingdom more drained, or a King 
more needy (i). 1 am therefore thinking of cither 
refigning my Guardianfhip, or, zs Sc^evola (2) did in 
the Cafe of Glabrioy I will fhuc up his Exchc* 

( 1 ) The Poverty of the Kings of Cappadcc\^ feems to havti 
become proverbial about this 'lime. Horace takes Notice of 
jt. Maticipiis locupks, iget icris Cappadoium Rex. 

(2) This feems to have been a Piece of private Hiftoiy, 
Scrr<vola probably was Tutor to a young Gentleman, wh9ro 
Affairs were fo circomftanced, that he was obliged to ftop Pay- 
ment of tlic Debts upon hir Eftate. 

cjucr 
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iguer from the Payment of both Principal and Ih' 
tereft. 

And yet I have beftowed the Commiflions of 
Lieutenancy, of which, at my Requeft, yoij made 
the Compliment to Brutus j upon Marcus Scaptius{i) 
and Lucius GaviuSy who were his Agents in Cappa- 
docia^ becaufe they did not drive a Trade of 
Money-broking within niy Province. Now yoi| 
inay remember we came to a Conclufion, that he 
might have what Cpmmiffions of Lieutenancy he 
pleafed, provided he did not difpofe of one to 4 
Money-broker. In confequence pf this, I made him 
a Prefent of two Commiflions befides; but the 
^erfons, for whom he afked them, have left the 
Province. 

Now concerning the Salaminian Debc^ I perceive 
the Turn that Affair took has furprifed you as wel| 
as me^ for he never told me that tliat Money was 
9 wing to hin). 3o far from that, I have a Memo- 
randum of his Writing, in which he l\^ thcfe 
Words, ** The People of Saiamis owe Money 
•' to Marcus Scaptius and Publius Matinius my 
^* Friends.'* He recommends them to me, he 

gives his Reafon for doing it, and tells me by way 

< 

(l) Orig. Nee enim in pronjtncia me a negetiabantwr. Accordr 
ing to the obvious Meaning of thefe Words Cicero falls into a 
4ire£l Coatradi£Uon, which has not l)een obferved by Moniieur 
Monjmult^ or any of the Commentators. Here he tells us cx- 

Jrefly, that he gave Scaptius one oi thefe CommiflionSy beCaufe 
e did not carry on his Money-bro(cing T^ade within his Prq- 
vince, and yet we find him in the fame Quarrel with Brutus 
for refufing this Commiflion to Scaptius^ becaufe he was a Mo- 
ney-Broker. But in fad there were two Scaptius\ and both of 
them Friends to Brutus. One of them an Agent in Cappa^ 
thcia^ the other a Money. Broker in Cyprus, 
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tff Sp?ur, that he was engaged (i) for them lA a great 
Sum of Money. I had fettled the Matter fo as thar 
the Salaminians were to pay, at the Rate of twelve irr 
the Hundred, the Intereft to be added to the Prin* 
cipal every fix Years. But Scaptius infifted upoa' 
forty eight in the Hundred. I could not gratify him 
in this without being afraid of forfeiting the Efteem^ 
even of you, my deareft Friend. For I fhould 
have broken into the Rule of my own Governmenty 
and I might abfolutely have ruined a City that 
claims the Patronage of Ctf/^(2)and of Brutus 
himfelf, and has been diftinguifhed with Proofs of 
my Kindnefs. 

At this very Time, Scaptius throws into my Teeth 
a Letter from Brutus^ informing me that the Thing 
was a Concern of his own, though Brutus never 
told fo much, either to you or me, and likewife 
defiring me to be0ow the CommiiTion of Lieute-* 
nancy upon Scaptius. Now you know, that whea 
I empowered you to make that Offer .to Brutus^ I 
excepted all Money-brokers, and he, of all Man- 
kind, ought to be excluded. For he was Lteute** 
nant to Jppius^ and commanded fome Squadrons 
of Horfe, with whom he (hut up in then* Senate* 

(1) This probably was the Money which Sr4^//«/ had bor« 
lowed at Rome for the Sa/amniam. 

(2) Cato had reduced Cj^fruj into the Form of a Province, 
when the Ramans took it from King Pto/ofn^, and he had been 
attended in his Expedition thither by his Nephew Brutus^ for 
which Reafon both of them declai-ed themfelves the Patrons of 
that Ifland. Upon the whole, it is more than probable, that 
fome of the Circumftances of this Loan have not come to our 
Knowledge, otherwife we can fcarcely reconcile the Cohdud of 
Brmtusj to that noble inflexible Chara^er^ for which he is fore* 
narkable in Hiftoiy. 

Hou(c9 
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Houfe, the Senate of Salams^ 'ciU five of the Se* 
nators were ftarved to death. Therefore 1 had no 
Ibonbr fet my Foot within my Province^ and was 
met by the Cyprian Deputies at Epbe/us, than I dif- 
patched Letters, ordering thofe Squadrons of Horib 
forthwith to leave the IQand, and tor that Reafon^ I 
fuppofe Scaptius wrote fomewhat harlhly to Brutus 
concerning me. I am^ however, determined upon 
what I (hail do. If Brutus (hall think that I ought 
to have given a Decree for forty-eight in the Hun- 
dred^ after laying it down as a Rule in my Edid^ 
and enforcing it by my Judgment over all the Prj* 
vince, even to the good Liking of the mpft uncoofcir 
enable Ufurers, that no more than twelve in the Hun- 
dred fhould be uken ; if he fluU take it amiis that I 
refufed a Lieutenancy to a Money-Broker, after refu- 
fing the fame to my Torjuatus^ who fought it ((x your 
Friend L^lius^ and to Pompcy himfeli^ who afked 
it for Sextus Slatius^ while both of them were fatis*" 
fied with my Reafons ; if he (hall reient my order- 
ing the Squadrons to evacuate the Ifland ; great in- 
deed will be my Concern at his being offended with 
me ; but it will be much greater to find Brutus not 
to anfwer the Charader I had conceived of him. 

Scaptius himfelf muft at leaft acknowledge that it 
was in his Option, while I was upon the Bench, 
to have put his whole Money into his Pocket upon 
my Decree. I will add another Thing, and I don'c 
know whether you will not think I have gone too far 
in it. All the Interef): ought to have ftopt, even the 
Intercft, which my Decree allowed from the Time 
the Salaminians offered to depofite the Money, and 
yet I prevailed with the SalaminiaHs not to infift 
Upon this. They have at my Requeft difpen(ed 

with 
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with the Rigour of the Law towards I:dm ; buc 
how will they pafs their Time fhould Paulus ( i > 
fuccecd me in this Government ? All this I have 
done entirely to oblige Bruiusj who has written fo 
handfomely to you concerning me ; but his Let- 
ters to me, even when be alks for a Favour, are 
written in ftubborn, arrc^ant, exafperating(2) 
Terms. But I beg that you would write to him 
concerning the Things I have mentioned, and let 
me know how he takes them. 

I thought I had fufficiently explained all thofe 
Particulars in former Letters^ but, to fay the Truths 
I was determined to make you fenfible how well I 
had treafured up what you wrote me more than 
once, I mean, that if I gained nothing by my Go- 
vernment but the Friendihipof j8r»/»i, I wa* am- 
ply rewarded. Be it fo, fince you will have it fo, 
but ftill I believe you will agree with me, that his 
Fi^endfhip would be too dearly purchafed by the 
Lofs of my Honour. Suppofiog, therefore, that my 
JDccrce had ordered Scaptius to have been immedi- 
ately paid off, I will appeal to you (an Honour I 
would not pay even to Cato himfelf ) on what equi- 
table Terms ? But ftill chink not that I have flung, 
from me your Maxims (3). No, I have treafured 
them up in my Soul. With Tears in your Eyes 
you recommended to me the Care of my Honour. 
Did you ever write a Letter, m which you did not 
repeat the fame ? Therefore while all is well within 

( 1 ) He means MtmUut Pauhu, whofe Brother Lefidus had 
married the Sifter of Brutus^ and was tfierefore likely to be 
partial in his Favour. 

( 2) Orig* d»oiMJ9vrtiQ' Aliim amm$. 

(3) Orig. jJ«iAit7f«aT«* HortaH$mi* 
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myfelf, blame me who will, I will fuflfer all, bdt 
without wavering ( i ), cfpecially as I have, ift a 
manner, entered into new Securities for my Beha- 
viour by my fix Treatifes upon Government, which 
I am glad you fo much approve of. 

You mention one hiftorical (2) Slip concerning 
Cn4eus Flaviusj the Son of Marcus (3). But you arc 
to^confider that he is not to be placed before the De^ 
cemviri^ becaufc he was Curule jEdile^ an Inftitudon 
many Years later than the Decemviri. Where then, 
fay you, was the Utility of publifhing the Calen- 
dar ? Why, before that Time, a Calendar was a 
Matter of fuch' Myftery that People were obliged 
to apply to a few Lawyers, who were in the Se- 
cret, to know the Days of Pleading. Now many 
Authors tell us, that Cn^eus Flavius^ a Scribe, pub- 
liflied the Calendar, and drew up the Digeft to the 
Procefles. I inform you of this, left you fhould 
imagine that I, or rather my Interlocutor Africatms 
have committed a Slip here. I fee you have taken 
Notice (4) of the Mention I have made of a thea- 
uical A£tor(5), and you make a wicked Appli- 
cation of it \ but I meant no Harm (6). 

You tell me that the Letters of Pbilotimus \xi^ 
formed you of my being faluted Captain-GeneraL 
But I fuppofe, now that you are in EpiruSj yott 

( 1 ) Orig, TO TOf I J fUT ifM, Return enim mtcum ift* 

(2) Orir. irojixoy. Hijiericum, 

(3) This probably relates to a Paflage in Cicero'^ Book of 
Government. This Flavius lived about the Year 448. Tha 
Matter is farther explained in his Charader of an Orator. 
See PaTO 85 of the Tranilation. 

(4) ^f^g' Ot;« tKoL^i at, Non te lahdt. 

(5) Meaning Hortenfitu moil probably, 

(6) Orig, etfO^i. Simfiicifir* 

have 
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have received two Letters of mine, containing mj 
whole Hiftory, one dated from Pindeniffumy upon 
its being taken, the other from Laodicea^ and both 
of them were deHvered to yoiir own Slaves. I fent 
two public Letters by two Couriers to Rome^ upon 
the fame Subjeftj not chufing to truft the Sea Con- 
veyance entirely. 

I quite agree with your Sentiments concerning 
my Daughter Tulliay and 1 have flgnified, in a Let- 
ter, my Confent, both to her and my Wife. I remem- 
ber what you wrote me fbme Time ago^ '' I wifh^ 
faid you^ that you would return to your old 
Flock(i).** But there was no Occafion for cor- 
refking any Thing of that Letter concerning Mem- 
mius \ for I much rather approve of the Party pro- 
pofed by Pontidia^ than that by Servilia. You may 
therefore employ my Friend Auffius^ who has hild 
always a great Regard for me, and I fuppofe more 
now than ever, if^ as I believe, he has fucceeded to 
his Brother's AfFe£bion for me^ as well as to hid 
Eftate. How great that AfFcdlion was ! I had fre- 
quent Proofs, and efpecially in the Affair of Burja. It 
now lies with you to eafe me of a Load that lies 
heavy upon my Spirits. I am by no means pleafed 
with the Claufe of Exception (i) entered in the Bill 
o( FurniuSf for I had no Apprehenfionas to any other 
Jundlure, than that very one he e:tceptcd. But if 
you were at RomCy I would write you more fully 
on this Head. I am not furprifcd that you reft all 
your Hopes of public Tranquillity upon Pcmpey in 

(i) Meaning that our Author fhould give hb Daughter to ar 
Roman Knight, of which Order both he and Jtucus originally 
were. What follows here is all private Hifloiy, , and perhaps 
requires more Explanation than it deferves. 

(2) Viz. ThatCVa/-0 ihould letuxh home if there w;{s nO war 
With tht Parthians. 
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the prefcnt Siniation of Affairs, and in fpeaking o^ 
him for the future, I think we need no longer ufof 
that fame diftruflful Epithet (i). 

Well, if I write (2) prepofteroufly in this Letter^ 
I muft impute it to you, whom I imitate, in writ- 
ing whatever comes uppermoft(3). My two little 
Ciceros love one another ; they purfue the lanae Stu- 
dies and the fame Exercifes-, but, as Ifecrales fsad of 
Epborus and TbeopompuSy the one requires a Bridle 
the other a Spur. I intend to give ^intus the manly 
Robe on the Feaft of Bacchus {4.)^ at his Father's 
Requeft. I will obferve that Feaft without any 
Regard to Intercalations. I have a great AfFe&ioi> 
for Dionyftus^ tho* my Boys fay that he is terribly 
pafTionate, but no Man can have more Learning or 
better Morals than he has, or love you and me bet- 
ter than he does. 

It is true, as you write me, that ^bermus and 
5/7/ w J ( 5 ) have great Popularity in their Govern- 
ment, which they deferve by their difintereftcd 
Conduft. You may fay the fame thing of Marcus 
?JoniuSy Bibulusy and me, if you pleafe. I wifh now 
Scrofa{6)\\2d a Government that could try his 
Parts •, for it is a Poft that puts a Man in a very 
confpicuous Point of Light. All the other Ex- 

( 1 ) Nothing furely was ever more weak than Cicerp was in 
his Judgment of Mankind, but at the fanic 1 inie his Acknow- 
ledgements fhow an honeft Heart. 

(2) Orig, ohKotofMot. Ordo. 

(3) Orig. <T%i^»ai'&rra. ^^r ex improvifo ocairrunt fcrihentem, 

(4) Orijr, Lihcraiilui. It fell upon the 1 7th of A/tfrc/>, and 
it was a 'i imc of the Year in which young Gentlemen com- 
monly aiTumed the manly Robe. 

(^) He was Governor of Bithynia and Potitus. 
(6) He was mentioned before, and the whole of this PafFage 
about him is cxtrcamly dark^ 

^e£hints 
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peftants weaken by their Practice the political 
Theory Ci) ot Cato. It was very kind in you to re- 
commend my Intereftto//i^/tf»^j. Dionysus has no 
Kind of Hopes of Amianusy nor have I got the leaft 
Hint concerning Terentius. Mceragenes is certainly 
dead ; I travelled over his Eltace without feeing one 
Creature upon it, but that was after the Convcrfa* 
tion I had with your Frecdman Democratus. I have 
fpoken for your Diflies of Rboftan Ware (2). But 
hark you, Sir, what arc you about ? You ufed to 
ferve up to us no better than Pot Herbs in your 
embofled Chargers and magnificent Difhcs, then 
what Kind of Fare will you ferve up in the Loam 
Vcffels ? 

A Trumpet (3) is commiflioned for Pbemiusy and 
it (hall be fent him, provided he has a Subjed equal 
to his Performance. — The Parthian War is ready 
to burft out. Caffius had difpatched very foolifh 
Accounts upon that Head, before the Letters of 
Bibulus reached Rome ; but when thefe are read, I 
hope they will at laft roufe the Senate. For my 
own Part I am very uneafy. Even fuppofing my 
Government (hould not be prolonged beyond thj 
Year, and I hope it will not, yet llill I liavc fome 
Apprehenfions of June and July. Well, Bibulus 
will hold out at leaft for two Months ; but what 
will become of the Perlbn whom I leave in my 
Command, ^fpecially my Brother, if he fliould hap- 
pen to be the Man ? K ay, what will become of 

(1) Ot'ig. «rgX»rti;|bUft. Riip. Admimfiratloner' . 

C2) RLojiis was a Town rituaced upon the Gulph oF Jffus^ 
and fetnu to have bc^cu i«uuou;> for a couxic i^i:^ of earthen 
Ware. 

(3) Ori^. Kff«(. drHU. 

X 2 xvcs^OS. 
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myfelf, if I am obliged to ftay longer than I \obk 
for ? I am under great Perplexities. Mean while^ I 
have come to an Agreement with Dejotarus^ that he 
ihall ferve in my Camp with all his Forces, which 
amount to thirty Cohorts, of 400 Men each, armed 
in the Roman Manner, and 2000 Horfe. With this 
Reinforcement I fhall be able to keep the Partbians 
in play 'till Pompey arrives, and his Letters inform 
me that he is appointed to that Command. The 
Partbians have taken up their Winter Quarters in 
the provinciated Country, and Orodes is to head 
them in Perfon. In fhort we fhall have enough up- 
on our Hands. 

I have conformed myfelf to the Edift of Bibu'- 
lusy in all but that one Exception which you wrote 
to me, " would bear too hard upon our Order ( 1 )." 
Now my Expreflion has the fame (2) Meaning, but 
it is better guarded, and is taken from the Afiatic 
Edift of ^iivAus MiiciuSy the Son of Pubiius^ and 
imports, " that if a Tranfaftion is of fuch a Nature 
" as in Equity it is invalid, we will then proceed 
•' according to Confcicnce." In many other Re- 
fpecls, I followed the Edid: oi Scxvola. I havepar- 

(i) Cicero had a particular Deference for the Order o( 
Knights here mentioned. \Vc have already fecn that they ge- 
nerally farmed the public Revenues, and confequently they 
were let looie by the Senate to make the befl of the People of 
the provinciated Countricb, whom they fometimes opprcflcd 
moll dreadfully. On this Account Biiuln in his Edi6l, as other 
Governors have done, had a Llaufe, declaring he would ob- 
fervc all Contrails that were not opprtlFivc or fraudulent. 
Fa6ia coij*venta, qtut: r.ec -i/, nee iiolj //.y./j, facia eruntt f}r*vabo, 
Bibuius, it fcems, had named the Knlj^hts exprefly, as if this 
Claufe had been applicable peculiarly to their Order, which 
our Author did not think lb decent, and therefore kept to mor« 
general 'I'erms, 

cicularly 
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ticularly adopted that Ciaufc of his* which the 
Greeks think amounts to the reftoring them to their 
Liberty, by allowing them, in all their Difputes, 
Co proceed according to their own Laws. 

Now you mud know that my £di£t is but Ihorc* 
becaufe I have thought Bt to divide ( 1 } it under two 
Heads. One comprehends the AfF^rs of the Pro- 
vince, and regulates all Matters regarding the Ac- 
counts of the City Debts, Intereft, Bonds, and every 
Thing that relates to the Farmers of the Hevenue- 
The other Head which cannot be regularly fettled, 
but by an Edidj relates to the Modes of Succedion, 
CO Entries upon Eftates, to CommilTions of Bank- 
ruptcies, and to Sales, all which Matters can only 
be proceeded upon, and fettled by Edifl. Every 
Thing elfe relating to Jurifdiftion^ I have left tin- 
mentioned (z), and have declared that in fuch Mat- 
ters my Decifions (hould be in Conformity to the • 
Rules of the City Pnetors. By thofe Means, ic has 
been my Care, and I have hitherto fuccceded, to 
pleafe every body. As to the Greeks they are quite 
in Raptures at being left to their own Judges and 
their own municipal Law. That is, fay you, to a 
Gang of Jugglers. No matter, they think they arc 
reftored to their antienc Conftitution (3). The Greek 
Judge: whom you have at Reme^ are, I fuppofc. Men 
of great Weight ; witnefs Turpio the Cobler, and 
Vfttius the Broker. 

You fecm curious to know how I have pro- 
ceeded with Regard to the Farmers of the Reve- 
nue. Why I carcfs them, I humour them, I ho- 

(1) Orig. iaifian- Vi'vifiinrm. 

(l) Orig. ayfofoi. Nm feriplnm. 

(i) Orig. avnta^f- iatnltaltm MttnM fm Ugihns. 

X 3 nour 
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nour and diftinguiOi them, and thus I prevent thdr 
being oppreffive to any Perfon, What will furprile 
you ftill more ( i ) is, ServiUus had even given them 
a Title to the Intercft of the Money for which they 
contrafted with the Province ; but I proceed as 
follows. I give the Contractors for the Province a 
pretty reafonable Time for Payment, and if they 
make it before the Day elapfes, I tell them I wiR 
dedud the legal Intereft, but if they pafs the 
Day of Payment, they muft then ftand to the Terms 
of their Contradts. By this Regulation the Greeks 
are not loaded with any intolerable Ufury, and the 
Farmers are extreamly well pleafed. Thus I give 
them fine Words in Plenty, and make them always 
welcome at my Houfe. In (hort, I live with them 
fo familiarly, that each thinks himfelf the Favoir- 
rite. I know them however too well (2). You un- 
derftand what I mean. 

What do you tell me concerning the Statue of 
Afficanus (what a Medley of Writing this Letter 
is (3) ! But your Letters have made me in Love 
with that Manner) Is Metellus Scipio ignorant that 
his great Grand -father never was Cenfor (4) ? Now 
the Infcription upon that Statue to which you have 
given fo exalted a Place in the Temple of Ops^ men- 
tions only his being Conful. In like manner upon 
the Statue in the Temple of Pollux {5)9 the Infcrip- 
tion mentions only his being Conful, and that it is his 

( ^ ) ^'''X* ^^ vx^ahioTatrov, ^od m4txinre tnirandtm. 
[ 2 ) Orig, fM,r,SAt avroTi . Nihil ipjius. 

(3) Ofig. kf v^ayfAxlet,^ ecavyk>xJruf \ O res no^ Cnptrxtas ! 

(4) Our Author probably means a Statue of the fecond Sci^ 
pio Africc.mn, which this Netellui inftfled upon to be a Statue 
oi Scipio Ka/r/f, the great Grandfather of this Safio, 

(>) ^''^i' nayMP«*r«. PoL'ucis, 

Statue 
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jStatue appears from the Attitude, the Robe, the 
Ring, and the Face^ And if you will believe me, 
when \ obferved in that Cavalcade of gilded Eque- 
strians which this fame I4^t€llus has erected in the 
Capitol, the Image of ^cipio Africanus^ infcribed 
with the Name of S^rapion ( i ) , 1 thought it had 
been the Miftake of the Workmen, but I am now 
^convinced it wa3 owing tp (he fcandalous Igno-* 
ranee (2). of MeUllus himfelf. 

With Regard to my Miftake concerning Flavius 
^nd the Calendar, if it is one, it is a very general 
one. Your Diffidence (3) is cxtreamly well grounded, 
^nd I was obliged to follow a public, thoygh perhaps 
^ ly^ngy Tradition, which is often al][ ^le Diredion 
we have with Regard to the Greeks. Hpw current 
)ias a Tradition run amongft them, that yilcfbiades in 
his Voyage to Sicily threw into the Sea Eupolis^ the 
Father of antient Comedy (4). Yet this Faft i« 

confuted by Eratoftbenes{^\ who has produced Play$ 
of Eupolis^ compofed fmce that Time, Notwithr 

(landing this Anachronifm, Duris (6) the Samian^ an 
accurate Hiftorian, has loft no Reputation by falling 
into it, becaufe the Miftake was general. Is it not 
univerfally underftood, and by Theophrajius amongft 
others, that Zaleucus (7), compofed the Locri- 

( 1 ) This was a Name given to Sc'tfio Netfcica, on account of 
his great Refemblance to a Slave of the fame Name. 

(2) Orig, u ot»tfo^iKriap, O infcitiam hijioriee, 

(3) Orig, rhro^rto'a^, Duhitajli. 

(4) Orig. Y.uvoKu tot w «ffX«»*>' ^tipolim ilium frifca^ fupp. 
Comardia, 

(5) He wrote a Trcatife upon the Drama which is quoted 
by Athenem and Julivs Pollux, 

(6) He was a Cotemporary with Ptokny Philadelfbus^ and 
wrote the Hiftory of the Greeks and Macedonians, 

(7) He was a Difciple of ThaUs^ and is mentioned by many 
Authprs. 

X 4 « 
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I 

<?ii(i)Laws? But does Tbeopbraftus fuffcr in hi^ 
Character, if your Favourite Timeuf has (hewn hina 
to be under a Miftake as to the Fad. But it ia 
fcandalous for a Man to be ignorant that his Great 
Grandfather never was Cenfor, efpccially as none of 
the Come Hi ^ after his Confulate (2), was Cenfor du- 
ring his Life. 

As to FhihtimuSy and the Payment of that 1 800 A 
I underftand he is to be at Cberjonefiis about the Be^ 
ginning of January ; but as yet I have had no Let- 
ter from him. Camillus writes me, that he. has re- 
ceived my Arrears. I Ihould be glad to know (for 
I do not at prefent) how much they amount to. 
But we will talk of thofe Matters hereafter, and per- 
haps to better Purpofc, when we meet. I own to 
you, my deareft Friend, that I was ftruqk with a 
Paflage towards the End of your Letter. For af- 
ter a " What ihall I fay farther (3),** you 

conjure me in the moft affeftionate Terms to be 
always on the Watch, and to have ipy Eyes about 
me. Have you then heard any Whifper ? It is not 
indeed likely (4) that you have y for I think no- 
thing has or can efcape my Intelligence. But ftiJJ, 
that lludied Hint gave me an Intiniation of fome* 
what. 

I again tell you, that your Anfwer to Marcus 

( 1 ) The Locnans were defcended of the Locrians^ who lived 
about Mount FarnaJfuSy and lived in a City oi Magna Gr^ecia in 
Tfaly^ which was built by the Attendants of Jjax Oilius^ who 
fettled there after the Wax of Troy. 

(2) It was ^ Rulp ampngft the i?0/v^ijyi not to make a Man 
Cenfor till he had pa/Ted the Office of Conful, and this made 
the Miftake oi Metfilus the more inexcufable, for the Reafon 
given by Cicero. 

(3) ^'i?' T» Xoi»or. ^md reliquum? 

(4) Orig. 9o?JiS y% t^ iU, MuUum qiddcm ahejl, 

OSaviui 
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OSfavifis was very proper, had it been a little mpfc 
peremptory. For Coitus has fent his Frcedman tp 
me with very prcffing Letters, but fcandalous 
with Regard to the Panthers, and the Contribu^ 
tions of the fe veral States ( i ). I anfwercd him 
I was not a little mortified at my being fo ob* 
fcure a Perfon, and that it was not publicly known 
at Rome that I levied no public Money, but 
to difcharge public Debts. I informed him far- 
ther, that I could not bring myfelf to think that 
I could honourably grant, or he receive, the Money 
he demanded, and I g^ve him my Advice, from the 
great Love I bear to him, that he who had im- 
peached the Condudi: of others fliould fet a Guard 
upon his own (2). As to his Demand of Panthers^ 
I did not think it confiftent with my Honour to put 
the Cibyrius to the Trouble of a general Hunting. 

Lep$a is quite overjoyed with your Letter, which 
is handfomely wrote, and has done me great Ho- 
nour with him. I take it kindly of your little 
Daughter that (he was fo eameft in defiring you to 
fend me her Compliments ; I am likewife obliged 
to Pilia. Make therefore my Compliments agreea- 
ble to both, but cfpecially to the former whofe Af- 
feftion is the more remarkable, as it is impofllble 
for her to remember ever to have feen me (3). The 
C>ate of your Letters being the laft of Vecemb.er^ 
renewed to me the dear Remembrance of that glo- 

(2) Thefe .£diles generally infifted upon the Provinces bdne 
taxed to defray the Expence of the public Shows, which Ct" 
cero thought was a fcandalous Impofition. 

( 2) C^elius had diftingttifhed himfelf in three feveral Impeach* 
xnents of great Men for Male Pradices. 

(3) There is an Obfcurity in the Original, the beft Reading 
\h ^f*tm jamfridem nunquam vidit. 

rioai 
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nous Oath(i), which never (hall go out of my 
Thoughts. Never did Magiftrate appear with more 
Luftre than I did that Day. Now I have anfwered 
all Particulars without repaying you as you delire, 
in Gold for Brafs(j2)but in kind— - 

Holdy I have got another dwarfifh Letter of 
yovr'Sf which I mu(t not let flip without an An- 
swer (3). So I Lucceiu^(^) has parted with his Seat 
at Tufculum^ and, I thinks he has done right, unlelii 
perhaps it brings him into a more expenlive Way, 
for there, he ufed to have no other Company but hi3 
Mu(ick- mailer. I Ihould be glad to know how his 
Aff^rs (land. I even hear that our Friend Lentulus 
has been obliged to advertife his Eftate at Tufcu- 
lum to raife Money ; I wi(h the Affairs of both of 
them, and thpfe of Sejlius and Oelius too, if I mi- 
ftake not, werclefsembarrafs^d. We fay of them 
all as Homer fays of the Greeks^ when Htffor gav; 
them a Challenge. They 

Blujb^i to refufe^ and to accept it feared (5). 

\ fuppofe you have heard, that Curius has fooie 

(1) When Cicero wj^a going out of his Confilate, he wa$ 
hindered 6y Meullus Nefoi, th ; l>ib' ?c, irom iiaianguing the 
People. Wc therefore took L.;at O, portanitv of r.Jdirg to the 
ordinary Oath made by the Cv,ni»ils, vron the Fvpiration of 
their Ofiice, that \i' had f.ved his Coun^, and m this the 
People applmded him. 

(2 J Ori^. XJ^vrta x'^'^^'u'iUf, ^w ea fr^ ahmcU , 

(3) Orig* afarrh'Y i^YiTOf. Sine refj^onfio'^e, 

(4) The whole of this Paflagc is tranflated upon CoDJc^hirey 
fp obfcurc is the C>:;gin,i- 

(^) Orig. a'lhj^tv ^» dmeiff^i* ^Hrar f i<7o}lp;^ai. Feritijiiifi 
fuUemre-yLti, timuiru?:t autcn accipere. Our Author applies 
this to their Situation with regard to Carjar^ whom they wifhedi 
well, though they durfl notyefi venture to declare their Atuch« 
anenttohim. 

Thou^h^i 
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Thoughts of recalling Memmius. As to the Debt: 
pf Egnatius the Sidictnianj my Hopes are neither 
very faint nor very fanguine. Dejotarus is extremely 
concerned about the Recovery of Penarius, whom 
you recommended to me. So much for your lefler 
Letter. I beg that about the 1 5th of May^ when 
I (hall be at Laodicea^ you will frequently con« 
verfe with me by Letters, and that, after you arc 
arrived at AtbenSj you will fend Couriers to me, 
for I then may have Intelligence how Affairs go 
at RofHiy and know how the Governments have 
been beftowed, all which happened in the Month 
pf March. But hark you, have you not by means 
pf Herodes fqueez*d from Cafar about 6000 /• by 
which you have incurred great Difpleafure with 
Pompey, For he thinks the Money ( i ) you have 
got, is fo much lofs to him, and that C4efar will 
be more cautious how he proceeds in building hii 
Scat in the Foreft of Aricia. 

I learn'd this Circumftance from Publius Vcdius^ 
who, though he is a fellow of no Character, is very 
intimate with Pompey. He came to meet me with 
two Chariots and a Chaife drawn with Horfes, a 
Litter, and fuch a numerous Retinue, that were 
the Bill brought in by Curius (2) to pafs, Vedius 
could not be tax'd at lefs than 800 L He had in one 
of his Chariots a dog-headed Ape (3), and was at^ 
tended by Plenty of wild Afles, Never did I fee 

(1) This relates probably to Money bonrowed by C^far of 
sOfKpcy. 

(z) Thb was a Kind of a Tampike Bill f6r impofing 8i 
Tax upon all Equipages to keep the public Roads in reptir. 

{\) Very (Irange btories are told of this (Jreatore, whiclj]! 
feeins to have been a great Rarity amongft the Romans. 

a more 
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a more impudent Fellow. But that is not all, he 
took up his Lodging in Laodicea^ at the Houfe of 
Pompeius VinduUus^ where he left his Baggage when 
he let out to wait upon me. In the mean while> 
Vindullus died, and, of courfe, his Eftate was under- 
itood to fall to his Patron PompcyxhtGx^zt. Casus 
Vennoniu$ then came to the Houfe of Vindullus^ 
and in fealing up his EfFedts, he falls upon thofe of 
VediuSj in which were found the enamel'd PiAures 
(i) of five L" Tics, for Bracelets, and amongft them 
that of tiie S;fl^.r and Wife of your two Friends 
Bruius and Lepidus^ who indeed are well fitted 
with Names *, for none but a Brute would have Con- 
nexions with fuch a Fellow, and he who could 
wink at his Wife's carrying on fuch a Commerce, 
inuft be a merry Fellow (2) indeed. I thought 
you would be pleafed with a Hint of thi$ Sto- 
ry (3), for each of us has his Share of low Curio- 
fity. 

There is one Thing I would recommend to you. 
I hear that Jppius is making a Portico (4) at 
EJeufts ; what would you think if I (hould make 
one for the Academy ? You will tell me I am in 
the Right of it ; but I defire to have your Senti- 
ments in Writing. To fpeak the Truth, I am fo 
much in love with that f^me Aibens^ that I want to 

« 

( i) Some here read the Original LanpJcultr^ others Plangml> 
tula. The latter refembled a Kind of Childrens Dolls, and 
were made afe of as Pappets by the young Ladies of Athens, 
fie this as it will, thofe mentioned here by Cicero feem to have 
been the common Prefents of Ladies to their Gallants, and a tacit 
Acknowledgment of their having granted them Favours. 

(2) The Reader no doubt perceives Cicero* s Puns here. Li- 
fidus in the Latin fignifies a merry Fellow. 

(3) Ori^, vagiro^ai. Obiter fcire^ 

(4) Orig* ftr^ovvAaiov. Vejiibulum, 

bequeath 
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bequeath to it fomc Monument of my Affcdtion. 
I hate the fpurious Infcriptions upon tx>rrow'd 
Statues (i), but you fliall have the Direftion of 
this. Let me know the precife Day on which the 
Roman Myfteries arc to be celebrated, and how 
you fpent the Winter. Farewell, written on the 
'j6^ Day after the Battle of LeuSlra (2). 



E P I S T. II. 

WHEN your Freedman Pbilogen es czmt to 
pay me his Compliments at Laodicean and told 
me he was to fail direftly for you, I charged him 
with this Letter, in anfwer to thofe which I re- 
ceived from the Courier of Brutus. I will begin 
with the latter Part of yours, which has given me 
vaft Uneafinefs ; I mean what Cincius wrote you 
concerning the Difcourfe of StatiuSy who to my 
very great Concern, is made to fay that I approve 
of that Meafure (3). I approve of it! — Could 
fuch a Thing come in their Head ! Give me Leave 
to fay that I fhould wifh that the Bonds of my in- 
timate Connection with you were multiplied, though 
thofe of Affection are the mod binding ; fo far am 

(i) Orig, Statuarum alienarum. It was no anufual Thing with 
the Antients when they met with a fine Statue to infcribs i; 
with their own Name, or that of their Friend or Patron. 

(2] He here means the Death o{ Ciodius. 

(3) This flill regards the bad Undcrflanding that continued 
between Cicero's Brother and his Wife, Siller to zfttuus, which 
had gone fo far that Statius^ the favourite Freedman of^uin' 
tus Cicero, took the Freedom to fay, that our Author approved 
of their being divorced from me another ; and this it feems bad 
piqued Aniens^ who was unwilling chat his Siftt^r ihould be 
thus expoficd.. 

I from 
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from wiQiing for any Relaxation of the prcfcnt Tici 
that fubfift between us. As to my Brother, I zm 
no "Stranger to the harfti Expreffions he often throws 
out upon this Subject ; but I have as often brought 
him again into Temper. I believe you are fenfible 
of this. Now in our late Journey or Campaign, 
I have often feen him in a PaiTion, and often in a 
good Humour. I know not what he has writteil 
to Statiusy but, whatever Refolution he*may have 
come to, it was indecent for him to correfpond 
with his Freedman upon fo delicate a Point. For 
my own Part, it (hall be my principal Study to 
prevent his taking any Step that may vex us, or 
may be improper in itfeif. In an Affair of thb Na- 
ture, every Friend ought to exert himfelf to the ut- 
moft ; but the chief Burthen of this Duty falls upon 
young Cicero J who is now more than a Boy. I am 
not wanting to him in my Counfel on this Head, 
and I think he has a moft tender and becoming Af- 
fedlion for his Mother, and is wonderfully fond of 
you likewife. He has indeed a fine Genius, but I 
have my own Difficulties in managing his Spirit, 
which is not a little untradtable. 

Having thus anfwered the laft Page of your 
Letter in the firft Page of mine, I now return to 
the firft Page of yours. I have fuppofed, that all 
the Cities of Peloponnefus were maritime, upon the 
Strength of no obfcure Authority, but fuch a one 
as you approve of, I mean the Geography of 
Dicaarcbus. In Char en* s Narrative of the Defccnt 
^nto the Cave of Tropbonius (i), he blames the 

Greeks 

(i) This regards fomc Paflagcs of our Author's Book upon 
^overxuncnty which Aiticus was not qui;c fatisficd with. Thu 
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Qrttks on many Accounts for being fo fond of the 
Seafide -, nor does he mention a Place in all the P^- 
loponnefus^ that is not maritime. Notwithflanding 
the Regard I have for the Author, who was a good 
Hiftorian CO, and lived in PeloponnefuSy yet ftill 
I was (truck, and not knowing what judgment; 

. to form, I confultcd Dionyfius. At firft he was at 
a Lofsi but at laft he gave it entirely for DU^ar^ 

' cbus^ who has as mucii Credit with him as your 
Banker has with you, or mine with me (2). He 
pronounced a Place caird Leprecn to be a Sea town 
oi Arcadia. As to 7ene (3) AUpbera and fW/w, 
he was of Opinion, that they were built (4) fince 
the Trojan War, and as a Proof of this he produ- 
ced Homer^s Catalogue of Ships (5) where no fuch 
Places are mentioned. Now I tranfcribed this Paf- 
fage from Dic^earcbus verbatim into my own Work* 
I am fenfible I ought to write Pbliafios^ and you'll 
take care to make that Correction in your, as I have 
done in my. Copy. But, at firfl: Sight, the Simili- 
tude (6) of the Words deceived me ; for I believed 
that Pbilounlai came from Pbiliiu (7) in like Man- 

Qf/rron was fuppofed to be the Son of Jfffo/U^ and Dietrarclms 
put into his Mouth a Narrative or Defcnption of the Defcent 
into the Cave of Trofbonius^ fo wcU known to Antiquinr for re- 
vealing future Events. It feems Jttuus was not fatisbed with 
our Author*s Aflertion, that all the Towns oi PiUponnefus wexc 
maritime, becaufe Jrcadta, which lay within FclofonMifus^ was 
entirely an inland Province. 

(1) Orig'^ IropuuirATof, Hijlori arum per: ti£imus, 

(2) Viz Cuius Vtftoriui and Marcus Cluvius. 

(3) All thofe Places lie in Greece. 

(4) Orig, vfoxrira- Nuper conMia. 

(5) Orig, Tf 7tJ nSf ftAToXoyv, Navium em/meraiione. 

(6) Orig, mai^fioyia, Aualogia. 

(7) Orig, ^?^u 'Ot^u l*1rv^ PJbi/ous, Ofus^ Sipous. 

ner. 
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her, as Opontioi from Opous^ and Sipountioi from 
SipCMS{i). But I foon was convinced of this Mi- 
ftake. 

I perceive that my Moderation and Diflnterefled- 
nefs gives you Plcafure, but how would it be en- 
hanced were you here in Perfon. O ! had you been 
bu£ prefent at the Court of Juftice, which I held 
from the 13th of February to the i ft of May^ for 
all the Divifions of my Government, Accepting GU- 
da ! There I performed WonderS indeed. So ma- 
ny were the Cities that wefe difcharged from all 
the public Debt *, fo many that were greatly relieved^ 
while all of them, being judged by their own Laws 
and their own Forms, recovered their Vigour by 
thus recovering their Conftitution {l). I have given 
thofe Cities a Power of keeping themfelves free of 
Debt, or making their Dcbt^ very eafy, by two 
Means. The one, that during the whole Time of 
my Government, I have not put them (to fpeak 
within (3) Bounds ) to one Farthing of Expence, I 
repeat it, not to a fmgle Farthings It is incredible 
how many Cities have difcharged their Debt fronl 
this fingle Circumftance. The other Mean I gave 
them was as follows -, it is inconceivable what Pur- 
loinings were made all through the Cities by their 
own Magiftrates. I enquired concerning this of 
thofe who had born Offices in the Magiftracy for 
thefe ten Years paft, and who made no Scruple of 
owning the Charge. And therefore, to prevent a 
public Cenfure, they brought back on their own 
Shoulders the Money to the People. By this 

(1) Orig. 'oWmoi, Xinwici. Opontioi ^ Sfountioi. 

(2) Orig, avro¥Of4,\a¥. Facultatem utendi Jms legibm, 
("3; Orig, Cvtfiol>uzui. Supra 'veritaltm, 

Meat> 
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Mean the People, without any DifRcuIty, paid 
to our Farmers of the Revenue all the Land Tax 
for this Term (i), of which, *till then, they had not 
fiaid a Farthing, and all their Arrears of the laft. 
'I'his has endeared nie to the Farmers, ** and they'll 
be fure, fay you, to' remeriiber the Obligation.'^ 
Well ! ydu cannot tell mie nidre 6f that than I 
know. 

In all other Parts of my judicial Capacity I pro- 
ceeded with no fmall Addrefs, and my Clemency 
has been joined to wonderful Affability. In giving 
my Atidienccs, I lay afide the State of the Gover- 
nor of a Province. I fufFer no Applications to bei 
riiade to the Gentlemen of my Bed«Cliamber. Be- 
fore Day-break, I am walking about iA my Houfe^' 
ai I ufed formerly to do, when I flood for pub- 
lic Offices. Such a Behaviour is vaftly popular 
ahd important, and, I was formerly fo atcuftomed 
to it, that it gives me as yet no Pain. 

I think of fetting out fdr Cilicia on the 7rh of 
May^ where I intend to fperid the Month of June. 
I wifh I may do it in Peace, for we are threatened 
with a dreadful War from the Partbians^ and I fee 
out in July on my Return ; for the Year of my La- 
bour ends upon the 30th, and I am in great Hopes 
that it will receive no Prolongation. I have the 
Minutes of all that paflTed irt the Senate to the 7th 
of Marcby by which I learii that our FriAid Curio (2) 
ii refolved to hazard every Thing, leather than that 

(1) Ong. Luflfo, Viz* Five Years. 

(2) The Senate had pafTed a Refolution the Year before, that 
in the Month of March, this Year the ConTuls fhould bring ih' 
a Bill for fettling the Governments of the Provinces, particu- 
larly thofe of the two Gaids, But Qrrio, who wa& a 1 ribune, 
tad fojne of his Colleagues put a Negative upon it. 

y , any 
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any final Refolution fhould be taken vrith Regaidi 
to the Province. But I hope to fee you veiy 
foon. 

I now come to your,, and fince you will have it 
fo, to my, Friend Brutus. Believe me, I have done 
every Thing that I could eflfcft in my Province or 
in Cappadocia. I have dealt, and daily deal, with the 
King, in all Shapes, I mean by Letters. 1 had him 
at my own Houfe for three or four Days, during, 
fome civil Troubles into which he fell,, and from 
which I delivered him. At that Time, and upon 
all Occafions afterwards, I did not fail to beg and 
entreat him upon my own Account, and to admo- 
nilh and exhort him upon his. I know I made a 
confiderable Progrels, but his Diftance from me 
prevents my learning precifcly what EfFedb it 
has had. 

With Regard to the Salaminians^ for them I could 
compel, and I brought them to oSer to pay to Scap^ 
tins his whole Debt, at the Rate of twelve in the 
Jiundred, from the Date of the laft Bond, the In- 
tercft being added to the Principal for every Year,, 
but no longer. A Tender was made of the Mo- 
ney, but it was refufed by S cap tins. " So, fay you,, 
you wanted that Brutus ftiould lofe fomewhat of hia 
Due, for his Security bore forty eight in the Hun- 
dred/* But this could not be paid, or if it could, L 
eould not, in Honour, fuffer it. I. hear that Scap^ 
tius repents his not accepting the Tender. He has* 
fome Reafon ; for that which he called a Decree of 
the Senate for fuffering an Aftion to be brought 
on this Bond in a Court of Law, paffed only 
becaufe the Salaminians had contradted the Debt, in- 
expreis Contradi£Uon to the Gabinian L^aw, whicl^ 

maket 
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inakes all Bonds for Money, borrowed in that Man- 
nerj to be legally void. The Decree of the Senate, 
therefore, only gave this Bond a legal Validity, by 
which it is now pleadable in a Court of Law, as any 
other Bond is. But nothing was done with regard 
to the Intereft. 

Thus you have a regular Detail of what I haVe 
done in this Matter ; I believe that Brutus will ap- 
prove of it ; I doubt whether you will, but I am cer- 
tain that Ctf/^ will. But as to yourfelf; what! mjAt- 
ticus, my Auicus^ thou Herald of my Virtue ! ThoU 
Publilher of my Perfeftions! Dareft thou, from 
thofe Lips of thine (as Ennius fays) defire me 
to grant back to Scaptius his Squadrons of Horfcj 
to enforce the Payment of this Money ? Were you, 
f who write me^ that you fometimes feel Pangs that 
you are not with me,) were you, I fay, with me, 
would you fuffer me, were I willing, to comply with 
fuch a Requeft ? Give him, fay you, but fifty 
Horfe. I tell youj Spartacus had not fo many 
when he began his Rebellion. What Mifchief then* 
might not fuch a wicked Band comniit upon fo 
open an Ifland ? Have they not committed it ? Re- 
fleft on what they did before I entered upon this 
Government, when they ftiut up the Senators ^o 
long in the Senate- Houfe, that fome of them p6- 
riflied through Hunger. For you muft know that 
Scaptius had a Commiflion of Lieutenancy from 
yippiusy which gave him the Command of fome 
Troops. Will you then, whofe Idea prefents itfclf 
to my Eyes, as foon as I begin' to form any virtu- 
ous, any noble Defign, will you, I fay, defire me to 
make Scaptius a Lieutenant ? Befides, we. came to z 
Refolxmon, and I convinced Brutus of its Expedi- 

y 2 «^^^^ 
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cnty, to give no fuch Commiflion to a Moncy-^ 
Broker. 

Muft he have Cavalry, forfooth! Why not* In- 
fentry ? This looks as if Scaptius were ' Become a 
prodigal young Rake (i ). " But, fay you, the chief 
Men of the Tfland agree to it." A likely Matter in- 
deed ! when they came to me as far as Epbefus^ and 
with Tears in their Eyes, laid before me the Wick. 
cdnefs of thofe Troops, and the Greatnefs of thdc. 
own Mifery. Upon this, I immediately^ iflued out 
Orders for the Squadron to evacuate the Ifland by 
a certain Day, which was one of the Reafons why 
the Salaminians in their public A&s, have fo highly 
extolled my Condud. But what Occafion is there, 
now for this Troop, for the Salaminians tender the. 
Money,, unlefs you mean that I fhould dragoon- 
them into paying Intereft, at the Rate of forty 
eight in the Hundred. If I did, (hall I ever dare to. 
read, nay, to touch, the Works of your favourite- 
Authors. Give me Leave to fay, my deareft At- 
ticusj that in- this Matter you are too partial for 
Brutus^ and I am afraid, too difregardlefs of me, I 
have acquainted Brutus in what Manner you have 
written to me on this Subjeft. Now, as' to what re- 
mains, I favour yf/^p/«j(2).here, all I can, and as 
far as is confident with my Honour-, it is with Plea- 
furc I do it, for befides my having no perfonal 

( 1 ) Ori^. ^umptujam Nepos evadit Scaptius. Sarptius it fcems 
had offered to maintain thofe Horfe, which was VQiy cxpen- 
fivc, UDon which Cicero rallies him. 

(2) lie was accufcd of Male Adminiflration hy Dolahelia. 
but his great Friends interpofcd with Cicero to favour him! 
which was very much in his Power, bccaufc the Proofs againft 
him were to be coUe^ed in our Author's Govcrmnent. 

Grudge 



f^ AT TIC us. 325 

Crudgc at him, I love Brutus^ and Pompey ( i ) is 
wonderfully' zealous to ferve him, and by Heavens I 
regard him more and more every Day. You have 
heard that Caius Calius^i) comes hither as Queftor. 

I know nothing of the Matter but I can't help 

having my own Thoughts— ^— I don't love thofe 
Doings with regard to Pamnes(^). I hope to 
be at Jthem in the Mopth of Septeml^er^ and I 
Ihould be extreamly glad to know the whole of yoyr 
Rout. 

Your Letter from Corjcjra acquainted me of the 
egregious Blunder (4 ) of SemprontusRufus ( 5 ) . I need 
fay no more, I think Veftorius too happy in having 
fuch Advantages. I would have golTiped a little 
longer, but the Day now dawns, the Crowd breaks 
in^ znAPbilogenes is in Hafte. Farewell then; make 
my Compliments to Pilia and my dear Cacilia (6), 
when you write to them •, my Boy Cicero fends you his. 



E P I S T. in. 

T Hough nothing remarkable has happened fince 
the Letter I fent you by your Frcedman Phi- 
logenes^ yet I think proper t;o write to you by Pbi^ 
htimus^ whom I am fending back to Rome. In the 

(i) His eldeft Son had married the Daughter 0^ Apptus, 

[z) This wsLS Caius Qriiuj, fumamed CW^« , of a confular 
Family, whom, though our Author does not choofe to brand 
exprefly, yet he makes a ihrewd Infinuation againil him. 

(3) Sec Page 283. 

^4) Orig, ivn^uaf. Fatuam Simplicitatem. 

(5) See Page 241. 

(6) She was Daughter to Atttcus^ and fo callec} from her Fa« 
ther's being adopted into the Family of the £acilii. Se« 
P^ge 167. 
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firft Place then, the Thing that gives me the greateft 
Concern, is a Matter in which you can give me no 
Afliftance (becaufe of the great Gulph of Land, 
and Sea that is fixed between ( i ) us j \ for it muft 
be inftantly refolved on. You perceive that the 
Term of my Government draws to a Conclufioq 
(for I muft leave it on the 30th o(yuly)j and my 
SucceiTor is not yet appointed. Whom am I to 
leave as my Lieutenant in the Government ? My 
Brother is indeed the moft proper, as well as mon: 
popular, Man for this Employment: Firft, becaufe 
no body better deferves the Honour with which it 
is attended ; in the next Place, he is the only Man 
I have with me, who has ferved the Office of Prae- 
tor. For Pontinius^ according to the Condition and 
Contrad upon which he attended me hither, ha$ 
^cft me for fome Time j and no body thipks my 
Queftor deferves it ; for he is light, luftful, and 
covetous (2). 

As to my Brother, I muft let you know, in the 
firft Place, that 1 believe it will be impoffiblc for 
me to prevail with him to accept of the Lieutenan- 
cy. For he hates this Province, and to fay the 
Truth, nothing can be more hateful, nothing more 
troublefome. In the next Place, fuppofmg him to. 
yield to my Inftances, how can I anfwer for it to 
my fraternal Affeftion ? A dreadful War is ready to 
break out upon Syria^ and threatens this Province* 

(l) Orig. - UM^ y U f«T«iX^»« 

NoToc xvXin^fi xo/aat' iv^iiK a^o^ • Multm autem in in^ 
Urmedio aufter <uol'uit fiuiuus Lett maris, 

\z) Orig. Tagax. This Word, which is an obfoletc, though 
an emphatic one, properly fignifies one who longa to be tO|^ciu 
ing, from the old Verb tag4 for tango. 
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where, fuppofing the yearly Funds to be fettled, 
there is nothing in readinefs to oppofe the Enemy. 
Will it, I fay, be afting as one Brother (hould do 
Ijy another, for me to leave him in fuch Circum- 
ftances, or can I difcharge my Duty to my Coun- 
try, by making a Thing of nothing my Subftitutc ? 
You fee therefore how great my Difficulties (i) are, 
and how much I am at a Lofe for Counfel. What 
ihall I fay? I ought to have had nothing to do with 
any Point of Government (2). How much more 
defireable is your Province ; you leave it (if you 
have not left it already) when you will, and you ne- 
ver are at a Lofs whom to make your Deputy over 
Hbeffrotia and Cbaonia (3). 

I have not yet met with my Brother, fo that I 
know not whether this Commiflfion will be agreeable 
to him, or whether I can prevail upon him to accept 
of it, and if I Ihould, yet flill I muft feel fomc 
Uneafinefs. So much for the Meafure that gives 
me Pain. All the reft of my Condufl: hitherto has 
been full of virtuous Glory, and virtuous Popula- 
rity, and fuch as does Honour to the Author of the 
Books which you fo much commend. The Cities 
own me as their Prefervcr, the Farmers of the Reve- 
nue are, more than, fatisfied. No Man complains of 
being infulted, and few have even felt the Severity 
of a juft Decree ; nor have they, who do, been 

(i) It is cafy here to perceive how very fludied all tihe Dif- 
ficulties our Author (jpeaks of here are. The Truth is, his 
Brother had behaved fo very ill in his own Government, that 
it was DO Wondbr if our Author was . afraid he might be 
thought a very improper Man for having a frefii Command 
conferred upon him. 

(2) Orig, Toto negotio nobis nonfuii. 

(3} Tb^Te were two Eftates bdongiog to Atticui in Epirus. 

y 4 heard 
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h^ard to murmur. My Adions have dcferved a 
^Triumph, but I will difcover no Symptoms of Am- 
bition for that ; nay, not the fmalicft thought of it, 
unlefs you, at Icaft, advife me. This finifhing Stroke 
in delivering over my Province puts me tp a little 
Trqubl^, but Providencp wiU condudt every Thing 
for the be&. 

As to the Affairs of R^me^ you furely knoi^ 
tbem more fuUy, more frequently, and more cer- 
tainly than I can, and indeed it gives n^e Concern, 
chat I do not learn the true State of them froin 
you. For here we have had a great many ugly Ac- 
counts concerning Curio and Paulus(i) ; not that I 
fee any great Danger while Pompey is in Power, or 
even though he (hould be out of Power, provided 
he has his Health, but by Heavens I am concerned 
at the Fate of my Friends Curio and Paulus. \ 
therefore beg that you will fcpd me the wholeSyftcm 
of our Politics, as fopp as you go tp Rotne^ if you 
are not tliere already, fo that \ may get it Tim^ 
enough to dircft and determine me with what Sen- 
timents I am to approach that City ; for it is no 
ipiall Advantage for one who comes to Rome^ not tp 
be a Strangef or a Novice as to what is palling there. 

Hold I had almoft forgot iomewhat. I 

have done every Thing, as I have often writ you 
T^Vord, that cpuld be done, for your Friend Brutus,. 
Thofe of Cyprus made a Tender of the Money to 
Scapliusj who refufed it, though he was offered it 
with twelve in the Hundred, and 'the accumulated In- 
tcreft at the End of every Year. As to AriobarTuincs^ 

(i) They began at this Time to be fu%efted of leaning to 
dr/ar^ Intercft. • 

— he 
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he has not (hown more Readinefs to Pompey lon his 
Account, than he has (hewn to Brutus upon mine, 
and yet I cannot entirely fucceed for him. For he 
is a very needy Prince, and my Diftiance from him 
was fo great that I could treat with him only by Let- 
ters, with which I inceffantly peftered him. I have 
thus far fucceeded with regard to Money- matters* 
Brutus is on a better Footing than Pompey himfelf, 
for Brutus has this Year received either Paynient or 
Security for 12500/- and Pompey has only receiv- 
ed Promifes of five and twenty Thoufand in fix 
Months. The Pains I have taken in the Affair of 
AppiuSj to oblige Bt^utus^ is inconceivable. 

What then am I uheafy under ? The Friends of 
-Brutus are worthlefs Fellows. Such zxtMatinius and 
ScaptiuSy who perhaps is my Enemy, becaufe I did 
not grant him Liberty to harrafs the Cyprians^ as he 
did before my Arrival, at the Head of a Squadron of 
Horfe; or becaufe I did not grant him a Lieutenan- 
cy, which I have never done to any Money-Broker, 
not to my Friend Caius FenomuSy nor to your Friend 
Marcus Lanius. This was a Meafure I concerted 
with you at Rome^ and I have ftuck to it ever fince, 
but what can a Man complain of, who refufed to 
take his Money when in his offer } 

I J^elieve that Scaptius of Cappadocia is well af- 
fcfted towards irie. When I gave him the Tribunc- 
Ihip, which I referved for him at the Recommen- 
dation of Brutus J he wrote me a Letter, that he 
did not chufe to a£t under that Commiffion. There 
was a Dog of Fublius Clodius^ one Gavius^ whom I 
made a Lieutenant, at the Requeft of Brutus^ ,who 
fpoke and behaved very difrefpeftfully towards me. ' 

This 
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This Fellow neither attended me when I went to 
j/pemea^ and upon his Coming to the Camp, and 
leaving it, he never alked me for my Commands- 
In (hort he manii'efted, I know not for what Reafon, 
a Rancour againft me. Had I treated futh a Man oa 
the fame Footing with my other Lieutenants ! what 
a mean Opinion muft you have had of me, (hould 
I, who, you know, never could bear the Infolcnce 
of the greateil Roman have Hooped to that of fucb 
a Varlet ; or, what is more, given him Employmeoc 
qnder a Commiflion of Honour and Profit ? The 
fame Gavius therefore, when he lately faw me at 
Jpameaj on his Return to Rome accofted me in a 
Manner that I would not have ventured to have 
. ufed to a Pimp. Where, fays he, do you direct 
inc to receive my Salary as Pr^feft ? Thofc who 
were by, thought my Anfwer too mild for my Pro- 
vocation. I told him, that I never had propofed to 
give any Salary to thofe whom I had never em- 
ployed in any Bufinefs, and, upon this, he went oflf 
in a Paflion. If Brutus (hall fuflfer himfelf to be af. 
feded by the Wrath of fuch a Scoundrel as this ; 
you fliall have him all to yourfelf for me, for I will 
not rival you in his Aflfedions. But I am per- 
fuaded he will behave as becomes him for the fu- 
ture ; I was willing, however, that you Ihould be 
acquainted with the whole Matter, and I have 
written a moft particular Account of it to him- 
felf. But by the bye, (though it is to go no 
further) I never received a Letter from Brutus^ 
iX will not even except |the laft one concerning -^/^ 
pm^) that had not in it foinewhat har(h(i) and 

arrogant^ 
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arrogant. This puts me in Mind of what you often 
wfed to repeat. 



Tor Granius (i) thought 



His dear Self, fomewhat ; and all Tytants, nought. 

But this Manner of Brutus raifes my Mirth, rathef 
than my Indignation, tl^ough, to fay the Truth, he 
is too regardlcfs of what he writes, and to whom he 
writes. 

My Nephew Cicero, I more than Corijcfture, read 
fome Letter or other, direfted to his Father, be- 
caufe he ufes to open his Father's Letters, and that 
by my Permiflion, left there (hoiild be ibmewhat 
\n them proper for us to know. Now in that Letr 
ter there muft have been fomewhat concerning his 
Mother that agreed with what you wrote to me. He 
was wonderfully touched, and complained to mc 
with Tears in his Eyes. \xi fhort, I difcovered ia 
him great natural AfFeftion, Tendernefs and Goodr 
pefs of Heart, from which 1 conceive great Hope^ 
that he will turn out according to all our Wiflies^ 
and this I was willing you Ihould know. 

There is another Thing I muft not omit. The 
younget Horten/ms (2) made a moft ruffian fcandar 
lou<^ Appearance at Laodicea during the Shews of 
Gladiator3« I. invited him to Supper on his Father^!^ 
Account once, (and, on the fame Account, only once) 
to fup with me. He told me that he would wait 
for me at Athens, and go from thence, in my Com- 

(i) This feems to have been a Verfe of LuciHus. 

(2) His Father was at thift Time thinking of difinheriting. 
him for his di/Tolute Way of Life. Our Author*s Sentiments 
M this Head are extreamly delicate. 

pany 
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pany to Rome. *Tis very well, Sir/faid I, and in-, 
deed it was all I could fay ; I believe in my Confci- 
cnce that he had no Meaning in what he propofed* 
and I (hall be glad of it, for fear of giving OiBFencc 
to his Father, for whom, by Heavens, 1 have a 
great Regard. But if he (hould travel in my Com^ 
pany^ I will take Care to behave fo as to give 
him n(y Oflfence, for I am fure it is far from my 
Thoughts. 

Having faid this, I mull not foi]get to put you 
in Mind to fend me the Oradon of ^intus dUr Zr 
gainft Marcus Servilius. Write to me as foon as pof- 
fible ) if nothing is pafling, let me know fo much, 
though it were by your Secretary. Make my 
Compliments to your Wife wA payghter, and 
farewelL 



E P I S T. IV. 

ON the 5th of June I arrived at T^arfus^ where 
I was greatly embarfaffed; Syria {i) threat- 
ncd with War 1 Cilicia Qver-run with Robbers ! 
my Government almoft expired, and therefore the 
Meafurcs of my Adminiftration the more difficult 
to be enforced ! but, above all, was the Difficulty 
of fubftituting a proper Deputy according to the 
Refolution of the Senate. I had heard nothing of 
Caliusy and my Queftor Mefcinius was the moft un- 

(1) Orig. MagHum in Syria helium. Though I have ttanjflated 
this Paflaee in the fame Senfe as Moofieur Mongault has, who 
ol^ftprves, that there was no War aftually at that Tixng in Syria ; 
yet I am not fatisfied that thi$ y/^% our Aythor^s Meaning, and 
|hat he was not impofed opon in his Intelligence^ 

4i 
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fit Man in the World for fuch a^ Charge. The 
mofi proper Mcafure I could purfue, was the leav- 
ing mj Brother in command, and yet with what 
Millions of Difficulties is that Meafure attended I 
My Departure, a threatning War, and a mutinous 
Army, a Curfe on fuch a Situation ! But let For- 
tune fee to it, fince we have fo little Time to em- 
I^oy Forefight. 

I exped you are now got fafe to Rome^ and if 
you are, I hope you will continue your ^oodnels 
J41 looking after ail my Concerns, cfpecially my 
Daughter. When you was in Greece^ 1 wrote to 
my Wife my Sentiments upon her Contraft (i^. 
In the next Place, I beg you to have fome regard to 
the public Honours (2) that oeght to be decreed 
to me, for I am afraid my Motion upon my Let- 
ters has been but flightly handled' in the Senate^ 
becaufe of your Abfence from Rome. 

I fhall but juft hint (^) the laft Thing I have 
to recommend to you. Your own Quicknefs will 
explain it. My Wife's Freedman, you know whotn 
I mean, from fome incautious ExpreflTions- he kt 
fall, feems unable to make up his Accounts of his 
Bargain of the Croionian Tyrannicides (4) EflFeAs* 
I am afraid you don't underftand me, but if you 
comprehend the laft Word (5) you may know all 

the 

(1) Orig, ConMiione, 

(2) Viz. Pravers and Thanldgivings in public, for the Ad- 
vantages he had gained in War. 

(3) Orig, fAVfttuin^t, Secretius. 

(4) Viz. MiJoy who killed CltuSus, . and was of the faihe 
Name with the famous WrefUer, MsU of Croiona. 

(5) There b fomething very pardcolar in Ciuny wridog all 
this aotbnly in Gnek^ but in io covert a Manner. It is true 

hia 
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the reft ( I ). I dare not be fo particular as I couM 
be. Do not you however fail to write a>e as food 
as poflible that your Letters may meet me. I write 
this in the Hurry of a March, and the Midft of 
an Army. My Compliments to Pilia^ and your 
charming Daughter Cacilia. 



E P I S T. V. 

IW I S H you Joy of your Arrival at Rome^ if 
you fhall be there before this comes to your 
Hand, for while you was in Epirus^ to me, you 
feemed to be at a greater Diftance than \i 
you had been at Romej becaufe I was kept more 
ignorant of what was doing both in my own Af- 
fairs, and thofe of the Public. I hope indeed that 
before this reaches you, I (hall be a good way on 
my Road toRome ; but, notwithftanding that, write 
me frequently and fully concerning all Matters, ef* 
pecially of what I wrote to you before, that I have 
for fome time fufpedted, from the confufed inconli- 
ftent Talk of my Wife's Frcedman, in feveral Com- 
panies, that he cannot make up his Account of 

his Letters were often liable to be intercepted or mifctniedy 
but the Reader will fee a larger Explanation of this Matter in 
Note 2. Page. 2^1. 

( I ) Orig. T^; ^eifAUT^i (M dinXiv^i^ {oia^» 09 >Jiyu) cS'o^f 
fui v^v^fy i| Kv dXoyivofut^ To^i^fip/JfTo, wt^v^eMnai Tfl^.4'>'?*V *^ 

Uxoris fffea libertus (nofii quern dicg) *vifus eft mihi dudum i verSii, 
qii^ incwfiderati ejtuiebat turbujfe calculos^ ex coemtiom bonorwm 
Cretonicatte TyrannaciaLt. Timeo m id adhuc intelkparis. Utmm 
He vera di/fuirnUf reUqua in aptrto irunt. 



ftATTICUS, ^3^ 

t 

lf//a^8 Bffefts (i). Do you fearch into that with 
your ufual Sagacity, and the more for what fol- 
lows. From the City fcatcd on feven (2) Hillsjr 
he gave Camilius an Account of an hundred and 
eight Pounds, and that he owed thirty «*(ix Pound 
more out of the EfFefts of Milo^ and feventy twa 
Pound out of thofe from Cherfonefus ; and thougte 
he has drawn from Succeflions about two thoufand 
Pound, yet he has not paid a Farthing of my 
Debt, though the whole of it has been now due 
fince the ift of February ; as to his Freedman^ 
who is the Name-Sake of the Father of Conon{2)v 
he gives himfelf no Trouble about the Matter. In 
the firft Place, therefore, I beg that all this Principal 
may be forthcoming,, and that you likewife wilt 
take Care of the Intereft from the Day it becomes- 
due. While I fufFered him to be here, I was great- 
ly upon my Guard, for he came to found me witl^ 
a vifible ExpeAation of fucceeding. But being 
difappointed, he flung away,^ faying I will yields- 
It would be fcandalous to flay ionger here (4). He 

thea 

«N(^»^AW, ac^ aK&w tok {vAX^oi;, at{ reu^ 7^X^^ vwrt fn^v^euuHu rmf 
4^^^ In T0Koir«5X»flrir TOK TO K^Mr«»Tl^ Ux9ris mea libertut *uij]is 
eft mhi dudum ix his qua hafitans et abirrans dixit in coTPventicuIiM 
€onturbaffe rationes in b^nis Croi&niafa. 

(2) Viz. Rome, 

(3) Viz. Timotbeuj 

(4) Orig, I j arw^ iwraXofis rttxf^ ira^vKn fmn « ^, f* % 

riJtZf td ix rSt Xi^^owna$aTuw» I* ^' >^ P^$ Khv^o9oi4.^etq xt^^ yjlkm 

wiifytAi • fcwTi^of ^j tv» fMf^ TM rSxtn oTayu^iicniq w •»« t5« flnp»* 

9^ 
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Chen taunted me with the old Proverb; implf « 
ingi that a Gifc admits of no Count or Reckoa- 
ing(i). 

Let us now fee what Meafures we ought to take 
in other Matters. Though, according to my Cal- 
culation, my Year of Government is expired all 
but thirty three Days; yet the troublefome Bufineis 
of it grows upon my Hands. For while Syria feem- 
ed to he on the Eve of a War (2), and Bihulus^ 
opprefTed as he was, with his own Sorrows (3), was 
making the proper Provifions to repel it; his Le- 
gates, and his other Friends, fent me Letters tdr 
come to his AfTiftance. Now, though my Army 
was at that Time weak, I was indeed pretty 

Ex urbis fepticollis mamibus tSdit Camiilo rationes *vidnarMm 
fuatemaruTHj et quadragenarum oQonarum minarum ; fiqv§ diheri 
'uicc/ras et quatcrnas minas ex bonis Crotoniaticis^ et qiuulragtnas 0^9- 
tuts ex lis qua funt ex C her/one fo: et quaf/rvis ex hereStatibus qua: 
mli*vit redegerit minas fexies centenas et quadrageuas^ etfexies cemtt'^ 
nas et quadragenas^ fe tamen teris alieni ne obolum fusdem dijl§hftfi 
€um omnia hac debeantur jam inde a prima die fecunS men/is ; li" 
hertum autem ipjius, qui Cononis patri cognominis eftf nihii plant cu^ 
raffe. Trimum igitur hoc ut omnia fer^entvr ; deinde ut ne ujmras 
fuidem negligas qu^t debentur ex die jam diSia, Per eos dies quHms 
eum pertulit magna in timorefui : venerat enim ad nos exp/oratunu et 
aliquid pene /perarat : fed fpe frujiratus temere difcejptt fie fatus j 
eoncedo, turpe quidem manere diu, 

(1) Orig. rei fjut l»^ofUM». ^tut dantur. I have here ezpre£ed 
Cicero^s Meaning, but the Original has fcvcral Allufions to 
Verfcs and Proverbs, which were fo familiar between C'/c/r» 
and Jtticus, that it was fufficient for our Author to mention the 
firfl two or three Wojds. 

{z^Orig. £um enim arderet Syria bello, Bellum muft here fignify 
military Preparations^ becaofe there was then adlually no War 
in Syria. 

(3) He had lately his two Sons, who were killed by the R^- 
man Soldiers, left by Gabinim in Egypt, after he had reflored 
the Crown to Ptoleny. 

ftrong 
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ftrong in Auxiliaries, though the Flower of chetu 
were drawn from Galatia^ Pifidia and Lycia •> yet 
I thought it my Duty, while I continued Governor 
oF this Province, to march my Army as near as 
poffible to the Enemy. 

But what gave me the greateft Pleafure was, Bi- 
cuius {i)vf as not troublefome to me, but rather 
chofe to write to me on other Subjedls, and thus 
the Day of my Departure fteals (2) upon me. When 
it comes, I have another Diffjculty (3) to difcufs. 
Whom Ihall I leave as my Deputy ? for I hear no- 
thing certain as yet of the Arrival of the Queftor 
CdtliUs. I thought to have made this Letter longer^ 
but I am deftitute of Matter to fill it up, and my 
Spirits are too much burthened for me to be witty. 
Farewell then, and make my Compliments to your 
little Athenian (4) and our dear Pilia. 



E P I S T. VI. 

WH I L E in this Province, I am doing all the 
Service I can to Afpius^ I am all of a fudden 
become Father-in-Law to his Impeacher (5). *' I wifli 
'' fay you, that Providence may blcfs the Match." I 

( 1 ) Qcero was at this Time ignorant that he was fo mueh 
hated by Bibulus, that the latter declared he would rifk all Ex- 
trcmitits rather than be obliged to our Author for his Dc 
livcrance. 

(2) Orig, TaXffioTtt^, Sfrtjim. 

(3) Orig. aXXo WfipXrifAa. Alia quajlh, 

(4) Meaning the young Daughter of Atticus, 

(5) Viz. Dolahella^ who was married to Cicero's Daaghter, 
though not much to the liking of Attinu. 

Z wi(h 
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wi(h fo too, and I know you are in earnefl: in wh^r* 
you pray for. But believe me, that Match was fe 
little in my Head, that I fent Expreflfes to the La- 
dies concerning Tiberius Nero ( i ), who had made 
fomc Propofals to me ; but the, Meflcngers did noC 
reach Rome *till after my Daughter's Marriage with 
Dolabella^ who, I believe is the better Match ; ae 
leall, according to my Intelligence the Ladies are 
wonderfully delighted by the polite obHging Beha* 
viour of the young Gentleman^ As to his other 
Properties, you muft not be too particular ( 2 >. 

But hear me again^ have you made a Prefent of 
Com (3) to the People of Aibens^ Was this your 
Will and Pleafure ? It is true, as that Prefent was 
not by way of a Bribe to Citizens, but of Acknow- 
ledgment to your Entertainers, my Treatifes- do 
not condemn it ; yet dill you are defiring me to 
think of the Portico (4) of the Academy, thougtr 
Appius has given over all Thoughts of railing one 
at Eleujis. I am perfuaded you are greatly affected 
with the Death of Hortenjius. My Concern, I aC- 
fure you, is exccflive, for I intended hencefoitb 
to have lived with him upon the moft amicable 
Terms. 

I have made C4eiiu5 my Deputy over this Goi- 
vernment. You will tell me he is young, perhaps^ 
fooliih, giddy and rapacious. Be it fo j but how 
could I do otherwife ? I had received many Letters 
from you, in which you owned yourfelf to be 

(i) He was afterwards married to the famous LiT/ii, and 
was Father to the Emperor Tiberius. 

(2) Orig, i^oueaurdi^iM. Suhtiliter indagare. 

(3) Orig, 9ru^i %U ^iifAor. Fmmtnta infofulum, 

(4) Orig, wr^oinhu, I'efiibuiQ^ 

puz2Jed 



/& ATtlCtrS. ♦ 53(> 

puzzled (i) in giving mt your Advice concerning 
the Deputy I was to leaVe ; and this encreafed my 
Perplexities. I faw your Difficulties (2) which were 
the fame with my own, with regard to leaving the 
Government in the Hands ot a Boy, bu^ ftill it was 
tinreafonable for me to load my Brother with it* 
For I could with no Decency prefer any one to my 
Qucftor (efpecially as he is a Man of Quality) ex-- 
cepting my Brother. Notwithftanding this, while 
the Empire was threatened by the Parthians^ I waa 
determined upon fubftituting my Brother, or even 
have riikedj for the Good of my Country, my Obe- 
dience to the Refolution of the Senate, by continu- 
ing my Command here. But afterwards their very 
feafonable Retreat put an End to all my Doubts. 

I forefaw what the public Talk would have been* 
What ! He has fubllitutcd hife Brother ! Is this 
divefting himfelf of his Government at the End of 
the Year ? What ? Was it not the Intention of the 
Senate, that no former Governor Ihould aft as Go- 
vernor of a Province, in Time to come ; yet this 
Cicero was a Governor for three Years ■ 
My common Apology runs in loofe Terms, but 
with you I will be more particular, Confider under 
what perpetual Uncafinefs I muft have lived, left 
my Brother Ihould have in any Refpeft demeaned 
himfelf pafTionately, arrogantly or indolently. You 
know to what we all are fubjcft. Then we are to 
confider his Son is little better than a Boy, and a 
Boy who prefumes not a little upon his own Abilities. 
How cutting this muft have been to me, efpecially 

(l) Ortg, Imx^n. Duhitari. 
\z) Orig, iwox^f' Dutitatioiih, 

Z 2 as 
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as his Father would not part with him, and took if 
araifs that you was of Opinion he fhould. I (hall 
0Ot pretend to fay how dflius will turn out ; buC 
I am fure I am at prcfcnt under much Icfs Con^ 

cern. 

You are likewife to confider that Pompey^ flourifh-' 
ing as he rs in public Power, and rooted in public 
AfFeftions, made Choice of ^uinius CaJfiuSj as C^-* 
far did of Antonius^ and that too without having 
Recourfe to Lots, and (hall I affront the Man that 
has been afligned me by Lot(i), and even pro- 
voke him to impeach the Condud: of any other 
Perfon, whom 1 (hall leave as my Subftitute? What I 
have done is more advifeable, and more guarded by 
Precedents, and, at the fame Time, more fuited to 
the Repofe of my old Age. But good Heayens ! 
into what Favour have I brought you with delius ? 
I have read to him Letters, as coming frona you, 
though in reality they were diftated by me fo your 
Secretary (2) here. The Letters of my Friends in- 
vite me CO a Triumph, a Thing, in my Opinion 
which I ought not to negleft, now that I am en- 
tering upon a new Career of Life (3). Therefore, 

( 1 ) Outfttiis Cajfius an<i Antcntus weVe both of them young 
Men, as well as Ca-Iius was. Qcero therefore had the Advan- 
tage over their Principals, that Orlius had fallen by Lot to bo 
his Subftitute, for though the Principal might have rejected the 
Subrtitute, notwithllanding the Lot falling upon him, yet (li)} 
there was ]t(s Appearance of Partiality, than if he had.beea 
choien through Alrcdion or Intcrcll 

(2) This was no unufual Thing amongft the Rnmavi^ and tile 
Jmpof.tion was very practicable, as they did not fign chcir 
Namcs to their Letters, ( icao had with him, perhaps, one of 
his Fricnu*s Secretaries, v/hofc IrLinds C/riius knew, and there- 
fore believed the Letter to have come from Atticus, 

(3) Orig. vuh-ifytfiff-lxr, A^ierius qua^ ^vita injiauraiiofiem. 

my 
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any deareft Friend, do you begin to fccond^ aad 
thereby juftify, my Ambition for tjiat Honovir. 



E P I S T. VII. 

TH E younger ^intus^ with great AfFcftion, 
has brought about a good Underftanding be- 
tween his Father and your Sifter ; I urged him in- 
deed ftrongly to do his Endeavours j but he was^ 
of himfclf, fufficiently forward; and your Letters 
fpurred him greatly on. In (hort, I am in hopes 
that every thing will be as we wifh for. I wrote 
you two Greek aBnigmatical(i) Letters before, con- 
cerning my private Affairs •, and I wifla they may have 
come to your Hand. *Tis plain we muft proceed 
gently ; but yet by afking him, as it were, without 
any Defign(2), concerning Af/^'s Effcfts, and by 
. encouraging him to proceed, in a proper Manner", 
according to the Promife he made me, you may 
gain fomewhat(3). 

I have ordered my Queftor Mefchinius to wait at 
Laodicea^ fo as that I may leave two Copies of my 
Accounts after they are made up, at two Cities in 
my Government, as the Julian Law prefcribcs. I 
intend to go to Rhodes on account of our Boys •, and 
thence to make the bcft of my Way to AtbenSy 
though the frefhning Gales (4) arc ftrongly fct in 

(^ ) Orig. h eilnfiMTq. ^^nigmaiice, 
\z) Orig. d(ptXu^. Simpliciter. 

(3) Meaning with Philotimus, Cicero* % Freedman. See EpIIl. 4. 
and ^ of this book. 

(4) Orig. ite/t/p, Thefc were a Kind of Trade M'inds or 
Monfoons, according to feme Authors, but I do not find that 
they always blew from one Quarter, and we have many cx- 
2>jefs AutliQrities that they did rot. I have therefore kept tp 
> general Term in trandating this Word. 
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againft rpc. But the Truth is, I am determined to 
be at Rome^ while the prcfcnt Magiftrates arc in Of* 
fice, for they have greatly befriended me in the Mat- 
ter of the Thankfgivings ( I ). But I beg you will write 
me beforehand whether I ought, upon any public 
Account, to delay my Journey. Tyro would have 
writ Letters to you, bad I not left him very fick a( 
IJfus ; though I am told he is much better now. I 
Jim in pain, however, about him, for furply nevef* 
was there a more virtuous, or a more induftrious 
lYouth. 



y 
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m 

WH E N I had propofed to write to you, and 
had my Pen in my Hand for that Purpole. 
JBattonius came direftly from on Ship- Board to my 
Jioufe at Epbefus^ and gave me your Letter on the 
]|afl: of Septemb^. I was greatly pleafed with the 
Thoughts of your pleafant Voyage, of your happy ^ 
liencounter with Pilidy and to fay the Truth, with 
her Difcourfe of my charming Tullia^s Marriage. 
^ As to Battonius^ his Accounts concerning C^efar 
were alarming and dreadful j he'enlarged upon them 
with Lepta^ \r\ an idle, I hope, but furely a terrify- 
ing. Manner. He faid that C^far refufed, by any 
Means, to difmifs his Army ^ that he was back'd 
\jy the Prxtors eleft, by Cajftus^ a Tribune of the 

(i) Meaning the public Thankfgivines fhould b$ pat op for 
\^ Succefs, woich was a Kind of a Prelude to a Triumph. 
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Commons, and by the Conful Lentulns^ and that 
Pompey had Thoughts of leaving Rome ( i )• But hark 
you, my Friend, are you not fcnfibly concerned jEor 
the Difappointment of the Man, who} ufed to pre* 
fer himfelf to the Uncle of yourSifter*sSon(2)? — 
By what Hands has he been bafHed ! 

But as to my own Concerns. I have been kept 
greatly back by the freffaoing Gales *, and the flat- 
bottomed Rhodian Boats, have detained me at leaff 
twenty Days. On the ift of Oilober^ as I was go- 
ing on board at Epbefus^ I gave this Letter to Lu- 
aus Tarquitius^ who was failing out of the Harbour 
with me at the fame Time, but was carried by a 
fwifter Vcflel, while I, in my Rhodian flat Craft, 
and my other narrow Veflels, muft wait for 
fairer Weather, and yet I make as much Hafl:e 
jas is poflible with fuch Conveyances. You have 
been very friendly in your Care of that little Debt a^ 
Puzzoli. 

Now I would have you throw your Eyes upon 
Affairs at Rome. Let me know what is your Opi- 
nion concerning the Right I have to a Triumph^ 
which I am importuned by my Friends to demand. 
For my own Part, I (hould be pretty indifferent 
about it, did not Bibulus put in his Pretenfions to 
the Honour, though he lived in Syria^ as if he had 
no Concern with the Country, and kept as clofe at ' 
Home, as he did when he was Conful. If he has % 
Pretenfion, furcly it will, be fcandalous for me to be 

(0 Part of thofe Accounts were true, and Part falfe, as w« 
^all fee in the Sequel of thefe EpifUes. 
\^z) See Page 276. Note 2. 

?^ filcnt 
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filent ( I ). But weigh the whole Matter, that, whcq 
we meet, we may be able to come to fome Refolu- 
tion. I need fay no more, fincc I myfclf am mak- 
ing all the Haftc I can to fee you, and even the 
Bearer of this cannot be long, if at all, with you 
before me. My Son fends you a thou(and G>mpli- 
ments, and both of us defire to be remembered to 
your Wife and Daughter. 



E P I S T. IX. 

JUST as I landed at Piraeus on the 6th of 
October^ your Letter was put into my Hand by 
my Slave Acafius. As I had been long anxious to 
hear from you, I was furprifed to find no more than 
a Note fealed up in the Form of a Letter, but 
when I opened it, I was more furprifed to find your 
degant, well-cut. Hand-writing, changed into a blot- 
^d confufed Scrawl (2). In fhort, I needed no 
more to make me underftand that, as you writCf 
you had come to Rome wich a Fever upon you the 
19th of SepUmber. I was, as well I might, dread- 
fully alarmed; I inftaqtly cnqpircd oi Acajlus^ who 
told me, that both he and you thought you was 
in no Danger, and that he had heard the fame from 
your domeltics. This feemed to confirm what you 
write in the Clofe of your Letter, that your Fever 
had not then quite left you. But how endearing^ 
how wonderful was it to me, that notwithftanding 
your Indiipofition, you wrote to me with your own ' 

(t) Ori^. a\ayrH,f cioLfraf, Turpe Jilere. See Di Oratorey 
Book ^, chap. 23, Page 361 of the T ranflation, where Cicero 
himlclf explains the Allufion mentioned here. 

(2) Orig. cvyx^fftt, C^nfufanan^ 
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Hand ! But no more of this ; for by what I gatliere^ 
trom jicaftusy I am in hopes, nay I am pcrfuadct^ 
confidering your Experience and Temperance, that 
you are now recovered as well as I could wifh . 
you. 

I am glad you received the Letter I fent you by 
Turannius. Have a (harp Eye (ij, as you love rne up- 
on the Fellow, whofcNamc fuits fo well with his Qua- 
lities (2). Take Care he does not touch the Effeds 
bequeathed to ine, be they of ever fo litUe Value, 
by PraciuSf whofe Death gives mc Vaft Concern, 
becaufe I had a great Value for him when living. ■ 
You may tell him I ftiall have Occafion for the 
Money to defray the Expcnce of my Triumph, 
and that you know I will follow your Advice ia 
neither being too vain(3)in courting, nor too 
ihdolent(4)in rcjefting, that Honour. I have un- 
derftood by your Letters, that Turanmus had ac- 
quainted you I had delivered up my Province to 
liiy Brother. Have I then been fo blind to the 
Maxims of your Letters^ have I then fo ill undcr- 
ftood the Meaning cf your Doubts (5)? What 
could make you for a Moment hefitate, had there been 
fo much as a Shadow of Reafon to jultify therefign- 
ing my Command to my Brother, and fuch 3 Bro- 
ther too — I therefore took your doubting (6} in the 
Light of Difapprobation (7). You hint concerning 

( I ) Or'ig. Wfltfa^iajor, Offerva. 

Iz) Orig- :%• tS fvfBj-a ^iX»Ttf««» aiiwraiT*- Cenlitrhatorii cu- 
pi/lilatem qu.te. maxis.e. Meaning fbihtimiu, whoie Name fig- 
nificd covetouj or ambitious in Cnti. 

(3} ^"^'S- *■•"■ ^'"""t- 

(4] Orig. a-nim. Sine amhiiieii*. 

(i) Or.g. Mx'"- Dubilert. 

(6) Oi'ig. ivtfjf^i. Duhitdtia. 

t7) Orig. dikv^K. ImfrckUil. 

■is*' 
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iche younger Cicero^ that I fhould by no Meanc 
leave him behind me, which is the very Thought ' 
that came into my own Mind(i)« In every 
Thing elfe we tally in our Sentiments, as ex3&ly 
as if there had been a Preconcert between us. I 
^d no other Courfe to purfue, and your Doubts 
foon put an End to mine, becaufe yours were of 
much longer Continuance (2). But I fuppofe you 
have received a more particular Letter upon this 
Subjeft. 

To-Morrow I will fend Couriers to you, who I 
think will reach you before our Friend Saufeius 
can, whom I have charged with a Letter, only be- 
caufe I thought it did not look well for him not 
to carry a Letter from me when he was to fee 
you. Write me, as you promife, concerning 
my fweet Daughter, that is, concerning her Huf- 
band ; concerning the Government, which I per- 
ceive to be in great Danger^ concerning the 
Cenfors, particularly whether there be any Truth 
in the Report of bringing in a Bill about Su- 
tues and Pidlures (3). I write this Letter on the 
J 5th of October^ on which Day you tell me that 

Cafar 

(1) Orig. vifiM oni^ 1^. Meutnfimnium mhi fupp. tuarras^ 

(2) Orig, vKvxff^'^tt ivoxii- Diutuma dubitatio. 

(3) This was a Meafare of Afpius^ who was Cenfor, and af- 
feded a great Seventy in that Office. But it came too late, 
and did Cafar rather Service than otherwife. The Original 
is either referatume or reftrantumt. I have tranAated it ac- 
cording to the £r(l Senfe ; if it is to be taken in the latter, C/- 
€erp muft be onderilood to want to know whether the Statues 
and Paintings which the Magiftrates of Rome ufed to borrow 
ifor embelliihing the public Places of Rome during their Offices^ 
^ere returned to thsir proper Owners, becaufe it had of late 

be^ 
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Cte/ar is to enter Placentia, at the Head of four 
legions ( I ). Pray what will become of us ? I now 
think myfelf fafe in being lodged in the Citadel of 
Athens. 



been ufual for the Magiftrates not to reftore thofc C , 

))at to appropriate thni to themlelves after the Termt of theii 
Ofiice$ were expired. 

(i) Thb News proved to be fairs. 




C/C£/JO> 
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E P J S T I. 

T is true I charged Lucius Saufeius with a 
Letter to you, and to you alone, only be-* 
caufe (though I had not Leifure to write 
you fully) I was unwilling that your good 
Friend fhould come to you without a Letter from me. 
But when I think of a Pfcilofopher's Pace, I believe 
{this will come firft to your Hands. But if you have 
got that which I fent by Saufeius^ you will thereby 
learn that I came to Athens^ the 4th oiO Sober ; that 
juft as I landed at Pyr^eut^^ I received your Letters 
from my Slave Aeajlus •, that I was alarmed at your 
coming to Rome with a Fever upon you -, that was 
fomewhat relieved by the agreeable News Acafius 
gave me of your being on the mending hand ; that 
I was ftruck with Horror at what you write me 
concerning dtfar's Legions, and that I recomr 
3nended to you to take Care that the flippery-finr 

gcred 



/« AtTlCUS. 349 

gcTcd { Fellow, whom I mentioned to you before, 
and to whom you are no Stranger, ftiould not iiS 
jure me. I learned, from the Letter which I re- 
ceived from the excellent Zeno, that ^uranm'us had 
given you a falfc Information at Srunttufium, and I 
have already given you fome few of my Reafoni 
for not refigning my Government to my Brother. 
Such is the Subltaiice of that Letter. Now as to 
what remains. 

I conjure you, by your Fortune, by the whole oF 
that Affeftion you bear me, and by your Wifdom, 
which by Heavens I judge to be matchlefs in every 
Refpeft, that you will apply to the Study of my 
Situation. I think I can forclee a ConvulCon greater 
than ever we underwent, unlcfs fame the Providence 
which delivered us from the Parthian War, in a Man- 
ner we had not the Prefumption to hope for, lliall 
throw an Eye of pity upon our Country. Well ! I 
am not fingle in this Calamity, and it is fruitlcft 
for you to think upon what you cannot remedy. 
But there is a Confideration (2) that is pcrfonal to 
me, and in which I beg your Friendihip. You are 
fcnfible, that by your Advice, I kept well irieh both 
Parties. I wi(h I had, from the Beginning, obeyed 
your endearing Voice of Friendfhip. 

But tinker could I think there was a Joy 
Beyond my Csuntry's Love — (3 J. 

At length, however, you fucceeded in perfuad- 

( I ) Orig. ^iXerifii* CafiiStai. 

(!] Or,,, .^v--. «»'/'■'<"»■ 

(3) Orig. am' tfui ii«on SviMi al r^Htro-u ivwflK- 

n«T(l)b(. 
StJ mihi tma^uam ftffitmfipi fatria fapp. y ai i yuw t£iiutaiii. 
'I bi) Vede ii ulicn frojn liotaeri Od/E^. 

ing 
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ing me to keep well with the one, becaufe he hac) 
done me important Services, and with the other be- 
caufe he pofleiTed great Power. I followed your 
Advice fo very pun£lually, that neither of them had 
a Favourite beyond myfelf. My Way of Reafon* 
ing with myfelf was (fo great at that Time was thdr 
Intimacy) that while I was attached to Potnpey^ I 
never could be under the Neceflity of aAing againft 
my Country, and if 1 followed dtfar I never could 
differ with Pompcy. 

The Crifis is now come, and, from what you 
write me, I forefee dreadful will be the Strug- 
gle between them. Each reckons me his own, if I 
am not miftaken in dffar ; for Pompey judges very 
tightly, that the public Meafures, he is now pur« 
fuing, are quite agreeable to my Sentiments. Now 
at the very Time I received your Letter, I receiv- 
ed Letters from them, in a Strain fignifying that 
each of them has the greateft Efteem for me 
of all Mankind. How fhall I behave ? I do not 
mean when Matters come to Extremities, (for fhould 
the Appeal be made to the Sword, Ruin will be 
miore eligible with the one, than Conqueft with the 
other,) but I mean with Regard to the great Point 
that will be agitated when I arrive at Rome^ whe- 
ther Cafar (hall (land for the Confulate, his Abfence* 
and his dilbanding his Army ftiall be difpenfed with ? 
When theQueftion is called for, when it is put to me^ 
what (hall I fay? Shall I conjure them to wait till I have 
confulted my ^///V«j ?— No Sir, this is no Time for 
Shuffling.— Well then, (hall I declare ag^nftC-iyir ? 
— Where then is the Faith I plighted him? For I was 
the Means of a former Difpenfation being granted 
him 5 and when defar follicited me for my Vote at 

Raroenna^ 
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tUfiitma^ at his Requeft, I brought over Coitus 
to his Party. But what do I fay of Cafar^ I was 
folHcited to the fame Purpofe by our darling Pem- 
peyy in that immortal third Confulate of his. Well 
then fuppofing I declare for C^e/ar. Then Ihall 
I fear ( i } not Pompey only, but the 7rojanSi Men 
and Women, polydamas will \x the firft to throw 
my Conduft in my Teeth (z). What Polydamas? 
You my Friend, becaufe you have approved of the 
Principles upon which I have hitherto adted and wrote. 
Tliis is a Torture which I efcaped under the Confu- 
lates of the two Marcelli, when the Qucftion, about 
Cd'ytir's Goverhment, was debated. But now lam 
furrounded with ten thoufand Dangers. And now 
(if a Fool may fpeak his Mind firft) for my 
own Part, my chief Ambition fhall lie in Pre- 
parations for my Triumph, and, without incur- 
ring Reproach, tD be abfent from /tffflff. But alas,' 
they will find the Means to make me deliver my 
Opinion {3). — Well ! Ifee you make yourfelf merry 
with my Perplexities. — Yes, I own I with. that Ihad 
remained in my Government. It was the only wife 
Meafure I had to purfue (chough a wretched one ic 
was) had I known what was hanging over my 
Head. 

(il Orig, atifoftai. FereBf. 

aaTsfiwii. Trojanes It 1 rejanai. Pulydtaati mthi frimui prattrum 
in/mt. 

(3) Meaning either that fomeof the Parties would find Means. 
10 come at the Knowledge of hia Sentiments, or that they would 
hold a Senate, for that furpoTe, without the Walls t» J2mv. 
becaufe no General, who follicitcd for a Triomph, could eater 
that City, and the Compliment, of holding a Senate widiout 
the Walls, had been twice paid to Pomptj, wlicn, Kke our Au- 
thor, he was folliciting for a Triumph. 

^or. 
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For, by the bye ( I ), you muft know, that all 
the fine Maxinis, which you extolled in your Let- 
ters, are vanifhed (2). What a difficult Talk is the 
Praftice of Virtue, but to keep up its Appearances, 
for a Length of Time, is next to imprafticablc, 
For when I thought it a right and a noble Meafure 
to leave to my Qucftor C^tliuSj as much out of my 
annual Appointments as might defray the Expence 
of his Lieutenancy, and to pay the Overplus, which 
amounted to upwards of 3000 /. into the Treafury, 
my Officers had atmoft mutinied, thinking that 
the whole of that Balance ought to have been paid 
unto them ; as if forfooth, I owed greater R^;ard 
to the Exchequers of Phrygia and Ciliciai than to 
that of Rome. But this made no ImprefTion upon 
me, fuch a Value did I fct upon the Approbation 
of my own Confcience. And yet I omitted no 
Circumftance of Honour towards them. But this, 
^ Tbucidides {sLySy is no unufeful DigreffionCg). 

Now as to yourfelf, you are to turn your Thoughts 
towards my Situation ; in the firft Place by what 
artful Means 1 can retain the good Graces of Qe/ar, 
In the next Place, how I can obtain a Triumph, 
which I think not to be at all imprafticable (4), 
unlefs it is prevented by the public Diforders. My 
Rules of Judgment are my Intelligence from my 
Friends, and the Thankfgiving that has been 
decreed me, while the Man, who oppofed them 
did me more Honour than Triumphs can bc- 



(1) Ortg. oiS wcl^t^fof. Obitir, 

(2) Orig. ixirtiKra. F/uxa, 

(j) Orig. j#tC)^n ?wjyir. EgreJ/Io erationh^ 

(4) 0/ff. itwo^»ror. Parahilem. 

(low 
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ftowjji). He was feeonded only by Favotiius^ who 
loves mcj and by Hirrus, who hates me. Notwith- 
ftanding this, Cato was one of the Committee prc- 
fent at drawing up the Decree in my Favour, and 
he wrote me a very handfome Letter upon wiiat he 
had faid in theSenate-Houle. Now you muft know, 
that in the Compliment defar pays me upon this 
Thankfgiving that has been decreed me, he plumes 
himlclf upon Cato''% oppofing it, and, without men- 
tioning the favourable Part of Cttte'% Speech, he 
only tells mc, that he had not voted for the Thankf- 
giving. Now as to Hirrus, pray compleat his 

Reconciliation with me, which you have be- 
gun ; you have Scrofa and Silius to affift you. I 
wrote to them fome Time ago, and to Hirrus 
himfelf, after he had been talking to them as a 
Friend, and faying, that when he could have hin- 
dered the Decree pafling, he did not-, but that he 
voted with Cato, who was one of the beft of my 
Friends i tliat, when he gave his Vote, he prefaced it 
• with a Speech, which did me the grcateft Honour % 
and yet, though 1 had feiit Letters to every body 
elfe, I had fcnt none to him. He was in the right 
as to the laft Circumftance, for he and Crajjipcs 
were the only two Stnators to whom I had no: 
written. 

So much for public Affairs, now for domeftlc. 

( 1 ] This is a fine anil a true Sentiment ; when the Quellion 
concerning the Thankfgiving for oar Author's aucceli, came 
to be debated in the Senace-Houi'e, Cato was of Opinion, that 
our Author's military Atchievemcnts did not dcferve any great 
Notice to be taken of theiD ; but his diUncercUk-d Loiidui't 
was fuch in his Government, that if Triumphs were ta be 
decreed to \ irtues ks well as to Vidories, Octra delervcd 
3. Thoufand, 

A a I defire 
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I defire you will rid me of that Fellow. He is mi 
mere Thief (i) and a very Lartidiusii). Yet with- 
an aching Heart, I mull put up with all that is 
pad (3). Let us,, however, take Cart of what is to- 
come, efpecially with regard to that which has add- 
ed Care to* my Concern, I mean the Death of Pruf- 
iius^ by which fome Legacy, be what it will, has. 
come to me,. and which,'With the Accounts that are 
in his Hands, I am unwilling Phil^timus fhould em* 
bezzlc. I have written to my Wife, and likcwifc 
to Pbilotimus himfelf, that I am to pay into your 
Hands all the Money I can poffibly amafs, to de- 
fray the Expences of the Triumph I hope for, This^ 
is a Pretext to which L hope no Objedion (4) can^ 
lie; but they may take it as they will. You. arc 
likewife to turn your Thoughts upon what, will be the 
moft cautious Manner (5) to proceed in with Regard 
to my Triumph. For you remember your own Ex- 
preffion, " and in that too likewife I will affift you,** 
in the Letters you fent me either from Efirus or 
Athens. 



o 



E P I S T. n. 

N the 14th o! November I came toBrundufium 
with your Luck in Sailing. For from Epirus 

thither. 



(i) Ori^, fv^arm* Ccnturhator. 

(2) I'his probably was fome noted Rogue of that Time. 

(3; Orig. 'A>^ ret fAM w^orirvxfiak.*acc6fMy, ctxyVfif4»oi Wtf^ Sid 
hac quidftnfa^a ejfefinemui^ licet cum marorg, 

(4) Orig. aiAtfd^a. Non accufanda, 

( 5 ) ^'rig. ^emadmcdum exferiamur. Monfieur MongauU feems 
not to have attended to the Delicacy of this £xpreiIion» which 
implies *< that he wanted to found the Senate," and it is not 
likely that it could have been about any Thing elfe but his Tri- 

umpht 
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thither was I wafted By favourable Galesfi) — There 
is a Tag of a Verfc(2) which, if you plcafe, 
you may palm upon our Youngfl:ers(3), for your 
own. I am greatly difcompofed with your Iiidifpofi- 
tion, which your Letters intimate to be pretty fe- 
vere. For my own Part, as I know the good Spi- 
rits you are Matter of, I am afraid that fomething 
very extraordinary muft be the Matter with you^ 
that could thus force, and, as it were, beat you into 
Defpdndency, Your Slave PampbiliuSy however, told 
me, that yoii had got rid of one Quartan Fever, but 
that it had been fucceeded by another not fo violent* 
But my Wife, who came by Land to Brundufium at 
the fame Time I reached it by Sea, and whom I 
met in the Forum, told me, that (he had heard from 
Lucius Pontius at Tribuli^ that even your lefler Fe- 
ver w^s abated ; I moft earneftly hope in Heaven 
this Account may be true, and, the rather, becaufe 
I am no Stranger to your Experience and Tem- 
perance. 

Now as to your Letters, of which I received Thou- 

umph, of which he was excef&vely fond, though he appeared to 
be othcrwife. 

( 1 ) Orig, Lefiiffimus Oncbefmites, It was no uncommon Thing 
for the Antients to give to Winds the Names of the Places 
from whence they blew. Onehefmus was a a Sea port in Epinu j 
in like Manner they called a North Wind Gaureus from Gaunt, 
an liland from whence it blew ; and thus Saron^ J^^J^^ ^°^ o^ * 
ny others. 

(2) Orig. cwofhtel^orra Verfum f^ondiacum*. 

(3) ^'''i- T«» niari^M, Juniorum* This Sneer gives tis a 
charming Glimpfe of the Chara£tcr of Atticusy who at th.: 
fame Time, in which he was employed in the highefl Af*- 
fairs of State, and the moll facred Duties of Friendih p 
was the Darling of all the young, gay, witty Noblemen iff' 
Rotm, I have given the Tranflationfome fore of an Imitation 
of Verfc. 

A a 2 fands 
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fands at one Time, of which each gave me great^' 
Pleafure than the other ; of thofe, I mean which weife 
all written in your own Hand. It is true, I was fond 
of the Writing of Alexis^ becaufc it had fo great a 
Refcmblance of yours ; but I hated it becaufe it 
intimated that you was indifpofed. But now that I 
fpeak of Jlexis^ I have left my Tyro fick at Pataraai 
You know the Youth, and the leaft that can be faid 
ot him is, that he is honeft and faithful to a D^ree 
which I never knew exceeded. His Abfcnce is 
therefore extrcamly inconvenient for me, and tho* he 
thinks himfclf in no Danger, yet I can't help being 
in great Concern for him, and my chief hope of his 
Recovery arifes from the great Care which Manius 
Curius has of him, and of which I have been informed 
botli from T'yro himfelf and from others. With Re- 
gard to Curius^ he has been made fenfible how fond 
you are of his becoming a Favourite with me 5 the 
Truth is, I think him a very agreeable Companion, 
and the Fellow has about him a Turn of right i?^- 
w^» (i) Humour, which is extreamly engaging. I 

have 

( 1 ) Orig. AyTo%fiftw. (nati'va it indigena) in homing urhanitas. 
The Men of Wit amongft the Romans piqued themfelves upon 
a Species of it, which was peculiar to themfelves, in the fame 
Manner as the Englijh boaft that Humour is the Talent only of 
Englijhmen. We have in our Author*s Works two Parages (not 
to mention many more) that explain and defend the Manner in 
which I have tranllated this Faflage. Moriar (fays he Efift* 
Fam. L, 9. Ep. i^.') Ji prtvtcr fe quenquam reliquttm haheo in qm 
foffim imaginationem antiqua et *vernacula feflvvitatis agnofcere, 
" i know not a Man beitdes yourfelf in whom 1 can difcern a 
true Reprefentation of antient native Roman Humour.'* And 
again (Ibid) Accedunt non Attici^ fed falfiores quam iUi Atticorum^ 
Romani *veteres atque urbani fales, '' To thefe are added a more 
than Attic Wit, that of old native Romans.''^ Thcfe arc our Au- 
thors Words to Patus, and then in the fame Epiflle he goes on 

to 
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Ipave got his Will(i), fealed with the Signets of our 
Family, and of all my Body Guards (2). He made 
it in public, and left you his principal Heir, and me 
tp a fourth Part. 

I was nobly entertained by AUxion^ at JSiium in 
Corcyra. My Nephew plpaded with me fo hard, 
that I was forced to fufFer him to vifit the River 
Tiyamis(^). I am charmed, that ypu have fuch 
Pleafure in your little Daughter (4), and that you 

have 

to give the Definition of that Species of Wit in which the 
Granii, the Lucilii^ the Crafff^ and the Lttlu were fo eminent, 
and which he feems to confine to the Walls of Romgy or its 
original Territory. Ego autem^ fays he, (exijiimes hcet quod lu- 
bit) ndrifice captor facetiis^ maxime noJiratibuSf frtrfertim cum 
eas videam primutn ohlittu Latio, turn cum in urhem noftram eft in^ 
fufa peregrinitaSf nunc *vero etiam hraccatis iS tranfalpinis nationi- 
Inu, ut nullum *veteris leporis'vejiigiumappareat. *• For my own 
Part (you may think of me what you plcafe) I am wonderfully 
taken with Humour, and above all, with Roman Humour, ef- 
pecially, as I fee it now quite daubed over, firfl from the 
Country of Latium, when Strangers were fulfered to pour into 
our City ; but now from troufered, tranfalpine Nations, fo that 
now we cannot difcern the fmalleft VefHge of antient Wit and 
Humour." ' 

(1) This feems to be a Species of the Humour fo much va- 
lued by our Author, and though the whole of the Paflage is 
terribly corrupted in the Original, yet wc know enough of it, 
thatthefe mock Wills were often made by the koman Drolli, 
and the Englifi? are not without fome Specimens of the fame 
Kind of Humour. 

(2) Orig. Cohortis Pr/etorite. I have not ventured with Mon- 
fieur Mongiiult to reftridt this Exprefiion only to the civil Officers 
of our Author's Retinue. It is true he feveral 'i'imes diftinguifhes 
them by the Words Colyors Pretoria, which I take to be more 
of a military than a civil Appellation. Jt was properly the Go- 
vernor's Body Guard, and was made up of two Sorts of People, 
the one of enlifted Soldiers, the other of young Noblemen, who 
ferved under the Governor by way of Aides de Camp, Quarter 
Mafters General, Secretaries, Treafurcrs, and in other civil 
Employments as well as military. 

(3) Atticus. probably had an Kilate near this River. 

(4) This is a beautiful Digreflion from our Author's epido- 

.A a 3 lary 
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have Experience how natural paternal Affc6Hon(i) 
is. Men could otherwife have no Call from Nature 
for thofe focial Intercourfjs, without which the 
Ties of Life cannot fubfilt. God fpecd the Work 
of Generation, (dij^ Carneades {2). This is calking 
like a Brute. But ftill there is more Senfc in it 
than in the Tenets of cur Friends Lucius and Ptf- 
iro (^^) ; for, as they fuppofe every Thing to relate 
to tht mfelves, how can they imagine any Thing to 
be made for others ? And when they niention the 

lary Familiarity. Jttiaa, who was eood Nature and Affeftton 
itfelf, could not help being iond of his little Daughter, and 
owning (though he was an Epicurtan) that it was planted in 
him by Nature, a Principle which thofe of his Se£t combatted^ 
and which Cicetp encouraged, and had lent him feverid Books to 
read on that Subjedl. 

(i) Orig, ^vahxif niv wf^ im Tf«r«. NatMralem am§r i M m 

(2) There is a Parage in our Author^s Academics, whicl| 
throws great Light upon this Expreilion, which is in the Ori- 
ginal bene e*veniatyinquit CarneaJesy /puree The Paffage 1 mean in 
the Academics is as follows. tUnefit autem <vt<v€ref fruentetk 
rebus uj, quas primas bomini natura conciliet^ i5 'vetus academUt 
cenfuity ut indicant fcript a l^olemonisj quem Antiochus probat max* 
ime (5* /JriJ'.ctelti ; tjufque cmici nunc proxime 'uidentur acctdert* 
Introducthat etiam Camiades, non quo prohanty Jed ut opponerii 
StoiciSf Jummum honum ejjty frui Us rehuSy quas primas natura con- 
eilia'ujjet, •* But we learn from Polemoy whom Antiochus chiefly 
followed; that the old Academy too held moral HoneAy with 
the Enjoyment of the primary Gifts of Nature, to be the End 
of good Things ; though Ariftotle with his Friends came very 
near up to this Doftrine. Cameades too, not that he liked it, 
but, that he might turn it againil the Stoics, adopted the En- 
joyment of the primary Gifts of Nature, as the fupremc Good.'* 
Had Monfieur iViongault and the Conimentators recoUefled this 
PafTage, it might have faved them a great deal of laborious Read- 
ing and Writing. It is plain that CameaaesYi^te approached pretty 
near to the Epicurean Syftem, and the religious Expreflion ofbnu 
*ven:at is no other than a Sneer, which he put into the]Mouth of 
the Philofopher upon public Ceremonies, for which he aad 
all his Sedl had a hearty Contempt, ' 

(3} Thefe were £^/V;s^^aff/. 

Duty 
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!Duty- incumbent^m a Man to be virtuous, thejr meaa 
only:, leafl he (hould fufierfome Prejudice in being 
■otherwifej and that there isiin the Nature of Thing» 
no moral ReAitudci fuch Gentlemen, I fay, don't 
rcfled that they are talking of a (hrewd Fellow, and 
not of an honeft Man, But thofe Matters, I con- 
-ceive, are handled in thofe Books, which by your 
'A>n]inending ib much, have encouraged me to wrice 
in thu Manner. 

But I now come to Bufinels. I was impatient 
for the Letter you had given to Pbiloxemus, (becaule 
you wrote me chat ic contained an Account of your 
Converfation with Fompty at Naples) when I re- 
ceived it from Patre at BruHdufturitt and it fell into 
his Hands at Corcyra, as I fuppofe. Nothing could 
.give me greater Pleafure than its Concents did ; for 
they are related to public Affairs ; to the Opinion 
<hat great Man has of my Integrity, and to his Sen- 
timents, which were fo friendly on theSubjt£tc^ 
•my Triumph. But what gave me greater Pleafure 
than all was your paying him the Viflt, that you 
•might learn how I flood in his Affedions^ this, I 
lay, was a erownii^ Pleafure. With Regard to 
my Triumph, I never had the fmalleft Hankering 
after it, till Bihulus wrote thofe ihamelefs Letter?, 
■upon which, a Thankfgiving was decreed him in 
the mod honourable Manner. Had he performed 
the Actions his Letters mentioned, tbey would have 
given me Pleafure, and my Suffrage ftiould have 
^ne for hts Triumph. But for him who never, 
.after the Enemy had pafled the Euphrates^ once fet 
-his Foot over his own ThreOiold, for him, I fay, 
ito be dignified with that Honour \ and for me, in 
A a 4 whofe 
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whofe Army, the only Hope of his army refted, to 
go without it, would dilgrace us •, us, I fay, for I 
joyn you to mylclf. I will therefore try all Means, 
and I hope I fliall fuccced. Had not you been in- 
difpofcd, I had, by this Time, made fome Pro- 
grefs i but your Inaifpofition will, I hope, foon be 

at an End. 

I am obliged to you for what you have done in that 
fmall Debt of Numerius, I am impatient to know 
what Horienftus has done ; and for News of Cato \ 
who, I think, difcovered a fcandalous Spleen a- 
gainft me. He run out in praife of my Integrity, 
Juftice, Clemency and Honour ; a Favour I did 
not want -, but the Favour i did want, he has de- 
nied. Well, therefore, may Ciefar feek to avail him- 
felf, as he does, of Cato* s moft ungenerous, ungrateful 
Treatment of me, in the Letter of Compliment he 
has wrote me, and in which he offers me my own 
Terms. And yet — (you'll forgive me, for I nei- 
ther can lior will bear it,} this very Caio voted for 
a Thanksgiving of twenty Days to Bibulus. 

I fhould gUdly anfwer the whole of your Let- 
ters ; but there is no Neceflity for it, as 1 am to fee 
you. fo foon. I mud, however, fpeak to you con- 
cerning Chrifjppus^ for I was the lefs furprized at 
the other Fellow who is a mere mechanic, but a 
mofi: coinpleat Scoundrel. But for Chrifippus^ 
whom, for fomething in him that I was willing to al- 
low to be learning, I faw with Pleafure and held in 
iMlccm for him, I iay to leave my Son without my 
Know ledge !- Well 1 1 fhal! fay nothing of many other 
Reports concerning him, nor of his Embezzle- 
ments, but I cannot digeft his I unning away, which, 
I think, is the moft wicked Thing I ever knew. 

I have 
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I have therefore adopted the old Maxim which is 
afcribed to the Praetor Dr«/f/j(i), with Regard to 
a Fellow, who, when made free, fwervM from the 
Fidelity he owed to his Mafter when a Slave •, for I 
will deny, that I fet them free (2) -, efpccially as no 
Body was prefent before whom they could be regu- 
larly manumitted. You may therefore make what ufe 
you pleafe of this Hint, 1 will ftand by what you do. 
There is one moft elegant Letter of yours, in which 
you treat of the public Calamities, and to which I 
have returned no Anfwcr, and indeed what An- 



(i) This probably is he who was Praetor in the Year of 
Rome 637. 

(2) Cicero is extreamly dedicate, but, at the fame Time, ex- 
treamly free with Regard to Jtticus. In all the openings of 
his Sold to him, he Hill wants to reprefent his Failings as the 
amiabU Weaknefles of Nature. I don't know whether Cictro, 
in this Refpedt, did not impofe even upon himfelf, and whether 
he had not a greater Share, than he was willing to believe he 
had, of Revenge, Vanity, Pride, and Envy ; nor do I think any 
Man ever owed more Virtues to reading and Study, than he 
did. Nothing is more plain to me than that he made his own 
Perfon the Standard of all human Merit and Demerit ; for eve- 
ry Man with him poflefl cither the one or the other, in Propor- 
tion, as he flattered his Vanity, or ferved his Intered The 
rank Envy he difcovers in this Epiille, at the public Honours 
decreed to BibuJus, was perhaps very unjuft, becaufe Bibulus 
was intitled to all the Honours due to the Services of CU^ffiusy 
who adtcd only as one of his Officers (fub ejus aufpciis) and 
whofe Succcllcs were fo great as to checlc the Progrcfs of 
the Parthiofis, who, after the arrival of Bibultts^ were obliged 
to repafb the Evphrates^ a Step which our Author, from his 
Spleen to Bibulus, Teems to impute to their unaccountable Mad- 
ncfs in foregoing fo many Advantages as the J unsure prefented 
to them. As to this Chtyfippus, he had been Governor to our 
Author's Son, and had been made free by him. Notwithfland- 
ing this, he no fooner leaves his Service, than we find him 
furniihing Atticus with a Hint which he might improve, for de- 
nying that Cicero had ever given him his Liberty. In fhort 
Pompey^ Cafar, Brutus, Hor/enjtus, and all his great Cotempo- 
raries, rife or fall, according to the Weather-Glafs of our Au- 
thor's private AiFedions. (Spe Note i. p. 134.} 

fwcr 
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ffwer can I return, but that I was greatly conoemed f 
But I can. now be greatly concerned at nothing after 
;the Step che Paribians have taken, in fuddenly «€- 
.tiring and leaving Bibulus halt dead with fear. 



E P I S T. III. 

ON the 6x}\ oi Decembefj^ I came to fiercuU- 
num{i\ where I read your Letters which 
I received from PbilotimHSy and, upon the Face of 
them, I firft had the Plealqre of feeing that they 
.were written by your own Hand; and, in the next 
Place, I was wonderfully charmed with their moft 
elegant Accuracy. That I may begin with what 
you diflike, and in which you difljr , from (2 J I^^r- 
arcbus. Although, by your Approbation, I was ex- 
treamly defirous of not being alcove a Ye^r jp my 
Government, yet it was a Thing that happened of 
Courfe, without my taking any Fains about it. 
For be it known to you, there w^s not fo much ad 
a Whifpcr in the Senate, that any of us Gover- 
nors of Provinces, flipuld continue ip them beyond 

(i) This is the fame Town which was afterwards fwallomd 
up with an Earthquake, and which har^ been \o lately difco- 
Tcred. It lay near the Foot of Mount Vefuniius, and the King 
of the two Sicilies has got, out of its Ruins, an immenfe Collec- 
tion of beautiful Antiquities. 

(2} It is a iland^ng Reproach to the Charadler of Jtticus, that 
he laid it down as a Maxim 10 preferve a Neutrality during all 
his C ountries Troubles. Dicararchus thoug^Lt this Maxim to be 
fcandalous. Jtticus had, it Teems, ^thought, that our Author 
would have done better, bad he not (hewn fuch an extream. 
Impatience to return to Rome, becaufe had he kept by the Go- 
reroment of his Province, he would not have been concerned 
in the enfuing Troubles of his Country. 

the 
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the Time mark'd by the Rtfolution of the Houfe. 
It is therefore none of my Fault, if I have not con- 
tinued in my Government as long as, perhaps tp 
might have been convenient for me. But, ** what 
V if this has fallen out for the beft ?" to make 
ufe of a common Saying, and, as appears in 
the prefent Cafe, a true one. For whether Mat- 
ters be compromifed, or whether the Caufe of pub- 
lic Liberty (hal! get the better, I would willing- 
ly have the Glory of contributing to either of thofe 
tvents, or have the Happinefs of profiting by them; 
But if that Caufe thould fall, I mufl fall along with 
it, be where I will. Therefore, I have no Reafoa 
^o repent the Quicknefs of my Return (1). 

Had it not been for that Hankering after a Tri- 
umph, which I have been fmit with, and which 
you too encouraged, you would have feen in me a 
pretty nejrRefemblance of the Patriot, Ihave drawn 
in the fixth Book of my Treatifes upon Government. 
\ need not be more particular with you, who are ia 
much Mafter of all their Contents. But I could, with- 
out the leaft Hefitation, fling from me the Thoughts 
even of that Honour, were fuch a Self-denial 

more laudable. Well, be it fo, fince the Court- 

fliip of Favour for my Triumph, and the Freedom 
of Speech for my Country, are, at this Junftur^ 
incompatible. You are not therefore to entertain 
the fmalleft Miftruft of my preferring Honour to 
Glory. As to what you think, with Regard to its 
being more advantageous and fafe for me, as well 
as more ferviceable to the Public, that I (hould ftill 
continue in the Chara&cr of Capuin General, wc 

(i) OrJg. «fwTa^«r«{. Nm faemittiuUi. 

wiO 
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i»ill difcufs that point when we meet together. For^ 
though I am more than inclined to be of your OpU 
i^bn, yet the Thing requires Confideration. 

You do me no more than Juftice in believing that 
my Heart and Soul is for my Country ; and you 
form a right Judgment that Carfar has not (howii 
fufficicnt RefpciS for me, whether we regard the 
Greatnefs of my Services to him, or the Profufion 
of his Favours to others. You have touched upoq 
the true Caufe of all this, and what you write me, 
concerning Fabius and Caninius^ is all of a Piece. 
Suppofing thoie Things not to be fo, and that he had 
lavifh'd all his Friendfhip upon me, yet, as yovi men- 
tion in your Letter ( 1 ), the Guardian of Rtim would 
have forced me to remember the glorious Infcrip- 
tjon upon her Statue. Never would fhe have filffer«- 
cfl fne to have imitated the Patterns you propofe in 
the ConduA of Volcatius or Servius (3) ; no, flic 
would have prompted me to think and aA li^ce 
inyfdf. 

In this Refolution I could be foon determined, 
was there any Difpute but between two Men» 
who, at the Expence of their Country, are now 
drawing their Swords each for power to himfclf. 
If they draw them for their Country, why was flie 
abandoned under this very defar'^s CoqfulQiip ? 
Why was I, whofe Intereft was infeparably con- 
nefted with the Safety of my Country, abandoned 
the Year following ? Why was C^far^s Command 

(i) Mccning A/iwra'47, whofe Statue, Cicero, before his leav- 
ing Ropie, placed in the Capitol with the Infcription, Cu/es Ur^ 
ArV, the Guardian of Rowe. 

(2) Thofe two Confulars, like Jtiiats, kept a Neutrality be- 
tween Ca/ar and P$mfiy, 

pro- 
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pfdongcd, and why by unconftitutional Means? 
Why did the Stru^le become fo violent, that the 
ten Tribunes of the Commons brought in a bill for 
difpcnfing with his perfonal Attendance? Thofe 
Were the Meafures by which Cgfar grew fo ftron^ 
that all Hopes of oppofing him now refts upon one 
Romany who, I wilh, had check'd his Power in its 
Growth, rather than have encountered it now in its 
Heighth. But fince Matters are come to this pafs, I 
will not give myfeif the Trouble, you advife me ro^ 
to call out, *' which is the furell Bottom (i).** I 
know of one Vcffcl (2) in which I (hall embark, and 
that Veflcl fhall be fteered by Po-mpey. 

But, fay you, how will you behave when it cornel 
to the Pu(h i " Hear Marcus Tullius?" To be plain 
with you (3), I will fpeak for Pompty, and yet, 
when wc are by ourfclves, I will advife that very 
Pompey to an Accommodation ; for my real Opi- 
nion is, that the Public is in extreme Danger. You, 
who are in the City^ no doubt know more. Buc 
I can fee one Thing ; that we have to do with 
one of the boldefl;, and the moll refolute of Man- 
kind i that he will be joined by all who have under- 
gone, and by all who haVc deferved, either. Con- 
demnation or Infamy, by almoftall our Youth, bjr 
all our well-known defpcrate City-Mob, by the 
Powers of our Tribunes, with the Addition of that 
oiCaffiuSi and by all our Bankrupts who are more 
in Number than they are imagined. His Caufc want* 



{<] Orig. v«i> OKoipiii TO TH> ATfiiiMi. Vii nmii^ium atri- 

(i) Orig. ffna^tt- Navigiion. 
ij) Orig. vvrrofM- PoMcil Vtrhit. 

only 
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only a Caure ( i ) ; in all other Means of Succefs, it is 
well provided. AH Mankind therefore ought co try 
all Methods to prevent a Decifion by the Sword; 
The Fate of War is always uncertain, but, on thi* 
Occafion, the Probability of Succefs lies againft us. 
Bibulus has left the Comitiand of his Province 
to VejentOy and I hear he will be a great while 
on his Journey. Cato^ in favouring his Demand, 
has made it appear, that the only Perfons, who 
efcape his Jealoufy, are thofe to whom public 
Diftinftions Can give little or no Acceflions oi 
perfonal Dignity (2). Now as to private Matters; 
for I have almoft anfwered your political Letters, 
as well thofe you wrote from the Suburb, as 
thofe of a later Date. But I muft fay one Word 
with regard to Cdlius. So far is his Condu£l from' 
altering my Sentiments, that I am convinced he 
will bitterly repent changing his Party (3). But I 
hear fomewhat as if the Houfes of Lucceius ^ere 
adjudged to him ; I am furprized you omitted fend- 
ing me that Piece of Intelligence. As to Philotimusy 
I will do by him as you advife. But I did not, at 
this Juncture, expeft the Accounts which he has 
exhibited to you. He has however omitted an Ar- 
ticle, which, at his Defirc I entered at Jujculanum^ 

( ' ) ^^^S' Caufum folum ilia Caufa non habet. 

(2) Orig, i^i bus nihil, aut non mult nm, ad dignitatem non pof* 
fit accedere, Monficur Mongault thinks Gcero's Meaning to be, 
that the high Offices Bibulus already held made all future Ad- 
ditions of Honour unnecefTary to add to th s Dignity. But 
In my Tranflation it implies likewife, a Sarcafm upon the 
Perfon of Bibulus, which I think the Words will bear, and is 
cxtreamly agreeable to the Sentiments our Author throws out 
about that great Man*s Charadler and Condud. 

(3^ He had lately declared for C^/ar, which, as our Author 
prrphecies in this Place> he afterwards repented 0^ and iuf- 
fered for. 

in 
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in- my Focket-Bookr with my own Hand, and foit 
which he gave me his Note of Hand while I was ia 
Afia. Should he difcharge that, the Ballance of 
the Account, (as he ftates it himfclf,) betvaeen htm , 
9nd me, will be in my Favour. But if the Trou- 
bles of tlie Public will give me Leave, you fhall 
have no Reafon, in time to come, to Bnd Fault with 
my Want of Regularity in my Accounts ■, and by 
Heaven, all my paft Irregularity has been occali- 
oned by the great Number of People whom I have 
fcrved. I will therefore accept of the kind Offer of 
your Advice and AfliQiance in fettling my Affairs, 
and I hope you (halt have no caufe think I abufe 
your Kindnefs. 

You. have nor the Icaft Reafon to be alarmed with 
regard to the Field OiBcers(i)of my Guards-, for 
the deep Scnfe they had of my Integrity, has brought 
them back to their Duty. But the Behaviour of 
none amongft them touched me fo much, as of him 
whom you look upoa as next to no body. He has 
ever behaved welU and efpeciatly on this Occafion. 
Tho', even when I came away, he intimated, that he 
expefted a Dividend, and tho' he was thereby fome- 
what warped by Refentmcnt,. yet he did not hold it 
longr for he foon returned to his Duty ; and una- 
ble to (land out againft the very ditlinguifhing 

(t) Orig. Strftrafirit cfbarlti HKtt. The Strfrra/lra vert tt 
Kind of Ligamrea which went about the Legs of young ChiU 
drcD to prerenC their being croolccd or diSorccd. Jn like Man- 
ner [he field Officers, «ic. the Legato, Quefton, Tribunes 
and others, were 10 provide againll all Dift.iruons and Crook- 
cdnefs in the Aflions and Marches of the Soldiers under them. 
It appears that Cirtre's Fieid Officers had fallen into a Kind of 
■ Mutiny, as he hints before- I don't luiow whether his Ac- 
count he gives here of the Manner in which it was quelled 
wai vuy fatisfaAory to Aiticui, or will be fo to the Reader. 

M4lks 
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Marks I have given him of my Kindneis, he de-^^ 
Glared, that he valued it more than all the Money 
he cxpcfted. I have received the Teftament from 
CuriuSy and am bringing it along with me. I have 
perufed the Legacies of Hortenfius. Now I Ihould 
be glad to know what kind of a Man his Son is^ 
and what he intends to fell off. For I fee no Rea- 
fon Cnce Callus has laid hold of the Flumentine Gate^ 
why t (hould not make myfelf Mafter of Puz- 
zoli{\). 

I now come to your Ctiticifm upon the Word 
Pyriceum^ in which I have made a greater Slip in that 
being a Roman^ 1 have written it Pyraea and not 
Pyra:eum (iox fo all we Romans pronounce it) than in 
adding the Prepofition in. For I did not make this 
Addition to it as fpeaking of a Town but of a Vil- 
lage (2). And yet our Friend Diony/his^ who is 
here, and Nicias the Coan^ did not look upon Pyr^- 
cum to be a Town. But I will enquire farther a* 
bout it ; the word I can be blamed for is my not 
fpeaking of it, as being a Town, but a Village. I 
can, however, defend myfelf by a better Authority 
than that of Cecilius (who was far from being an 
elegant Writer of Latin^ and who fays nuine ui ex 
portu in Pyraum) but of Terence himfelf, the Lan- 
guage of whofe Plays is fo pure, that they were 

( 1 ) I'hc elder HortenJiii% had a Cbuntry Seat there, and Mar^ 
CU5 Collins being a Native of f'uzsco/i, had boaght the Houfe of 
HortenJiuSf at one of the Gates of Rome^ which gives Rife to 
our Author's Pleafantry. 

(2) Orig. Ncn enim hoc ut oppido pr/rpofidy fedut loco. Locus 
here (ignihes a Village, but perhaps more properly a Quarter 
or a Ward. Our Author has been foolilhly blamed by StthBius^ 
or Schiofftus, and other Grammarians for his Criticifjn here, as 
if they underftood Latin better than h« did. 

thought 
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thou^t to be written by L^imS, Heri aliquot ado- 
iefctntuii ceimus in Pyrdteum ; and again mertator bo€ 
^ddetat, captem e SUnio. Now if we allow Vil- 
lages ( I ) to be Towns, Sunium is as much of a Town 
as Piraeus is. 

But knowing you to be a Grammarian, if you 
can refolve me in one Difficulty (2), you will eafe 
mc of vaft Trouble . The great Man you know who, 
(3) fends mc very civil Letters, as does Balbits, 
in his Name. With Regard to myfelf, I have laid 
ic down as my fixed Relolution, never to fwerve 
from the moft gbrious of all Caufes ; but you know 
how much I flill owe him. Are you not therefore 
apprehenfive, if I fliould aft coldly, that this Debt 
may be thrown in my Teeth ; or that he may call 
upon me for Payment, Ihould I aft with Vigour. 
How will you folvc this Difficulty .' '* Why! pay him 
off;*' fay, you. Be it fo, we will borrow the Money 
of the Banker Cflius. 1 would have you, however, 
chink of this. For, (hould I happen to diftinguilh 
myfelf in my Country's Caufe, in the Senate- Houfe, I 
make no Doubt but your Spait^ Friend (4), as lam 
leaving the Houfc, will tell mer, " pray. Sir, pay us 
the Money you owe ua." 

What have I more to fay? Yes, my Son-in-Law 
has endeared himfelf to mc, my Wife and my 
Daughter, by his fine Underftanding and his good 
Nature. Thofe are Qualities fufficicnt to make a- 
mends for the other little Failings you know of. 
For you know what Kind of Pcrfons I have found 

(1) Qrig. Hfuit. Virti. 

(z) Orig. ^vniJM. ^H^ffumm. 

(;) MeADotg C^/mr, 

U) McuiiiiK Bm/iv, who wu » Natfn of Sfa^ 

Bb the 
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all the other Suitors to be, excepting the Peffoa 
whom I treated with, thro* you, and who thought 
to catch me, by telling me, that he did not owe 
a Farthing of Dcbt(x). This might be true, for 
a very good Reafon, becaufe no body will lend 
him. But of this when ^e meet. For there is a' 
Variety of Talk. I am in hopes of Tyro* s Recover- 
ing, through the Care of Manius Curio^ whom I 
have acquainted in Writing that yoa would take his 
Cares kindly. Dated the 9th of Deccmker ffom the 
Houfe of Pontius at Trebulu 



E P I S T. IV. 

IH A V E fent off T)ionyfius to you, not without 
doing Violence to myfelf-, but his Impatience to 
fee you was fuch, that I was forced to yield: To 
fay that he is learned, is faying no more than I have 
known of him a long while ; but I have found him 
blamelels in his Morals, full of Afieftion and. good 
Manners, zealous for my Glory, an excellent Ma- 
nager, and (that I may not leem to fpeak of him as 
a Frcedman) a Gentleman of Merit in all Refpe6bs« 
On the loth of December I faw Potnpeyy and wc 
were in Company together about two Hours. He 
fecmed to be overjoyed at my Return ; he encou- 
raged me fue for my Triumph, and to declare my- 
felf of his Party -, he cautioned me not to appear in 
the Senate, until I had fecured my Point, left in 
the Debates I might give Offence to fome one or 

( I ) The Original here is fo very mutilated^ that I have been 
obliged to grope out the Meaning. 

other 



rt AT TIC us. ^ 371 

ether of the Tribunes. In fliort, Co far as good 
Words went, no Man could be more obliging. 

With Regard to public Affairs, he talked as if 
he had no Doubt of a War enfuing. He did not 
drop aSyllable that gave Hopes of an Accommoda. 
tion, and faid that he had received a frefh Proof of 
what he had been before convinced of, that C/e(ar 
had totally broken with him, tor that Hiriius (i)f 
though amongft the moft intimate of his Friends* 
had tome to Rome from C-e/ar, without coming 
near him ■, that he arrived in the Evening of the 6ih 
of December^ and that after fettling the whole of his 
Bufinefs v/vshBaltus^ the latter had agreed to fee 
Scipio before the Day-break on the 7th ; that in the ' 
Dead of the Night he ftt out tor Oefar^ and 
this he looked upon as a Prognoftic(2)of a de- 
clared Breach. Upon the whole, I have only this 
to hope for, that the Man whofc very Enemies offer 
him a fecond Confulate, and whom Fortune has al- 
ready raifed to fupreme Power, will not be fo mad 
as to put all he has gained upon the Chance of War. 
But fhouid his Ambition be powerful enough to 
pufh him on to this \ what Calamities do I forefce i 
Calamities that I dare not defcribe. But as Matters 
are now fituated,' I think of reaching the Suburbs of 
Rome by the 3d of January. 

( r ) This was the fame Hirtim who wrote the Commentaries, 
aRcl who, upon Or/ar\ Denih, was choren Lorful. By all that 
ameui of Ptmpef irom oar Author, a civil War uas at tiua 
Time unavoidnole, and wai as ncceflary for bringing about the 
Views oi Pea}*j, u thofe of Cirjar. tiut what the Viewi of 
Feiiipty were, is not fo clear from Hiftory. 1 cannot, however, 
belk-ve that he intended to fubverc the Conditucion. 

1,4) Orig. TiKfti^tiili. btditium. , 

Bb2 EPIST. 
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E P I S T. V. 

I Received a Heaf) of your Letten at one Time^ 
and though 1 had frelher Intelligence than they 
brought me, yet they gave roe Pleafure, becauie 
they were fo many Proofs of your Zeal and Afiec* 
tion for me. I am concerned that your Indifpofi- 
tion ftill continues, and that your Trouble will be 
encreafed by your Wife failing into the fame Kind 
of Difeafe. Both of you therefore ought to ufe all 
Means tf Recovery. 1 fee you are aradous about 
Tyro. I own, the young Man, when in Health, is 
wonderfully ufeful to me in my BultnelSi as well a$ 
Studies, of all Kinds ; but ftill I wi(h his Recovery^ 
not fo much on account of my Intcreft, as of his 
Swcetnefs of Temper* and Modefty of Behaviour. 

Philogenes has never ipoke to me concerning 
Lufcienus^ but you haVe Dionyfius to confult with in 
regard to other Matters. I am furprized that your 
Sifter has not yet arrived at Arce. It gives me Plea- 
fure to underftand that you concur with my Senti- 
ments with regard to Chryjftpus. I have abfolutcly 
liud afide all 1 houghts of my Houfe at Tufculum on 
this Occafion. *Tis too far out of the Way for thofc 
who come to wait upon me ( i ), and it is incon- 
venient (2) in other Rcfpefts. But on the laft of De- 
ctmber I will go to Terracina^ and from thence^ 
keeping by the Pontin Marfli, I will reach Pom-^ 
pty's Houfe at Jlia^ fo as to be in the Suburbs of 
Rome by the 3d of January^ which is my Birth- 
day, 

(i) Ong. f^Tis ufrarrS(rt9 Obviam fndamtihst 
(x) Orig. ivaxffnu. Incmtrnda, 

lam 
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I am <]aily more ^pprehenfive of public Comr 
motions, for even our Patriots are not fo unanimous 
as they are thought to be. How many Knights,, 
how many Senators of J^(mt have I feen, who have 
bitterly inveighed againd the wh6le of Pomp€f% 
Condud, and efpecially the unfeafonable Journey 
he has undertaken ( i ). We ftand in need of Peace. 
Vidory, amongft qfther numerous Calamities, would 
be attended, with giving to Rome a Tyrant. But 
I expedl foon to talk over thofe Matters with 
yourfelf. 

I am quite at a Lofs what to write you farther. 
We are equally well inftru£be4 as to public ASkirs^ 
with R^ard (o private, our Lights and Informa- 
tions are the fame^ and the Power of Cefar render! 
our Situation too ferious for Joking. Nay, I ani 
one of thofe who think it better to yield to his 
Terms, than to put the lifue upon the Sword. It 
is too late now to oppofe him, after ten Year$ 
foftering up his Power againft purfelves. *^ In what 
Manner then, fay you, do you intend to fpeak in 
the Senate ?^' Why, notliing but what you (hall 

( I ) ?9mpey was pne of thofe Chaniders tj^at refine too much 
upon the plaineit Matter, as v^e have often obferved from our 
Author's Words. He pretended two Reafons for this Journey, 
which indeed was ym ruinous to his Part^, and both thofe 
Reafons» in the End, turned againd hiinfeif. In the firit Place, 
he faid it was improper that Cafar ihould fufpe^ he had any 
Hand in the Cabals againft hinv at Rome^ or in opposing what he 
djsmanded .In the next Place, he public!/ gave out that a Jour- 
ney into the Country was neceflary to ^lablifh his Health. But 
h^s true Defign was to fee how the People of Ittdff ftood affedCed 
towards him. In fa£t, they received him with the moft extrj^* 
Vagant Honours, which difgufted the wifeft Part of his 
Friends, and made him prefume too much upon his own Po- 
pularity, which Prefumjption was afterwards the chief Caufe of 
111 ^s Mifcarriagct am Ruin. 

9 b 3 advife 
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advife me to, and even that (hall not be before I 
have either obtained or laid alide the Thoughts of 
what I am now folliciting. Take Care therefore of 
your own Recovery, and to chafe away ( i ) your 
Ague, by that Obfervance of Regimen, in which 
you are fo punctual. 



E P I S T. VI. 

IPofitively have Aothing to write to you. You 
know all that I know, and I know of nothing 
in which you can inform me. I have ohferved it, 
however, as a facred Rule, to write you by every 
Opportunity. I am in great Concern about the 
Public ; nor have I hitherto found a Man who did 
not think it better to yield to defarzll he demands, 
than enter upon a civil War. His Terms, it is true, 
extend farther than they were generally thought to 
do. But why are we to oppofe him when the Day 
of his Power is fo far advanced ? Even by yielding 
to him now, we do no more (2) than we did when 
we prolonged his Government for five Years, or 
when we pafled the Vote that difpcnfed with his 
coming to Rome. All the Difference is, that at 
that Time we put Arms into his Hands, and we 
are now to encounter him when he has learned how 
to ufe them. You will aflc me (2) then what are 

my 

(1) Orig. mwir^^at Center ito. 

(2) Orig, li yaf M9 Tttii fuTl^» twih weutit, Nequt enim b9e augus 
efi malum, 

(3) ^"i?« Juices y qued tu igitur fen/urus af Nm idem^jquod MSu- 
rus. Sentiam enim omnia facienda^nsarmisdecirientur: dicamidnrnp 
quod Pomftiui, Moniiur MongauU has, I think, entirely miftuken 
this Paffage. He tranflates it, Voui me dcmartdercz a queji £rm 

dim 
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my real Semimeats ? Why, truJy they are not the 
fame with my Words. My Sentiments are, that 
any Conceffion is preferable to a ctvil War. But I 
will talk, and that too from no fervile Motive,. in 
the fan\e Strain as Pompey does. For, indeed, it 
would be of the worft Confcquence to. the Public, 
and particularly unbecoming in me, (hould I differ 
from Pompey at this important Junfture. 



! ■ I '» ^ 
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*• \^lonyftuSy who has approved himfelf to me,. 
JL/ likewifeisa Perfonof the greatcft Worth and 
Learning, and one who has a moft Gncere Affedtion 
for you, came to Rome the 1 8th of December^ and de- 
livered to me a Letter from you.*' Thofe are the 
very Words you make ufe of, fpeaking of Diary- 
Jius in your Letter. I obferved, however, you do 
not add, " and he is extreamly obliged to you,** 
though *tis no more than he ought to own, and had 
he owned it, a Man of your good Breeding would ne- 
ver have omitted mentioning his Acknowledgments. 
However, I will not retraft the Character I gave ( i ) 
you of him, after fpeaking fo fully, as I have done in 
my fcMrmer Letter, in his Commendation. Be it fo, 
then I take him to be one of the belt of Men. In 

dius U final ? peutetre tiutre cbofe que ce que je ptnfe, Je fenftrai 
toujours quilny a rie/t quon ne dot*ue tenter pStiot que tten venir a. 
la guerre^ mmsje ne iUrai que ce que dira PompSe, Now nothing is 
more plain, than lYiax finfurus here, in the Original refers to our 
Author's private Sentiments as well z^fintiam; and that diBurus 
alludes to the Form of demanding and delivering an Opinion in 
the Senate, Viz,. Die Marce lullL 
(i) Orig* vaXiy^lia. Paiinodia, 

B b 4 one 
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one Particular he has done right, in giving me full 
Opportunities of knowing him thoroughly* 

Your Information from PbUogenes wa$ very true \ 
for he has paid what he owed. I gave him the Ufe 
of that Money till I (hould have Occafion for it, 
and he has had it thirteen Months. I wifli Pm^ 
timus well, but I am apprehenfive of the Confe- 
quences of his having, as you write me, entered 
the City (i). He never would have taken that Step 
without fome weighty Reafon. As the 2d of Js-- 
nuary is the compelitial Day (2), for that Reafon, I 
will not then go to Pompefi Houfe at Alba^ left I 
ihould difturb his Domeftics, but wait 'till next Day, 
and, the Day after that, I will go xoRome. I don't know 
on what Day you have the Fit of your Ague (3) j 
but I pofitively would not have you ftir abroad to 
the Prejudi ce of your Health. 

Every Thing, with Regard to my Triumph, 
feems to go fmoothly on, unlefs Cafar is pra^fing 
underhand by his Tribunes of the People. For my 
own Part, my Mind is entirely at Eafe, fo that I can 
meet with no Difappointment, and the rather, be- 
caufe I hear Pompey^nA his Council have come to a 
Refolution of fending me to Sicily^ as I have now 
the Title of Captain-General. This, you (ay, is 
ftupid enough (4). For neither the Refolutions of 

(i) Cicero had fome Reafon for this Apprehecfion, becaufe 
Paniinius was one of his Lieutenants, and when the General 
was fore of a Triumph, his principal Officers commonly at* 
tended upon him when he waited without the Walls of the 
City. 

(2) This was a Kind of a Holiday amongft the Slaves. 

(3) Orig. ^9«)/i(. Fihris accejjio. 

(4) Oreg. 'aC^itmeov. Abdiriticum. The Abdwitis wera 
looked upon to be the moft ftupid of all People. 

the 
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die Senate, nor the Orders of the People, have 
given me a Command in Suify. But fuppofing 
the PuWic has vcftcd the Managcmwit of this A£^ 
in Pmpey, why fliould he pitch upon me rather 
than upon any private Perfon, for that Com- 
mand i If, therefore, I fhould fhid any Trouble on 
Account^-of my Capiain-Generalfhip, I will leave that 
Title at the firft Gate ofReme I come to (i). 

As to what you write (2), that the Attention of 
the Public towards the Part I Oiall a£t, is excelfive* 
and that there is not a Patriot, nor a Piece of a Pa- 
triot, who has the leaft £>oubt of the Party I Aall 
efpoufe. For my own Part, I do not undcrftand 
whom you call Patriots. I know of none, I mean 
I know of no Rank of our Government, defendng 
that Appellation. Take them Man by Man, they 
are, indeed, very worthy Gentlemen j but, in civU 
' Diflentions, we are to look for Patriotifm in the 
conAituent Members of the Body politic. Do you 
look for it in the Senate ? Let me afk you bj - 
whom were the Provinces left without Governors ? 
Never would Curio (3) have flood it out, had the 
Senate 

(t) When a Xmwt entcid Snu, he immediateljr loft the Ti- 
de of Imperator. 

(3) Toe whole of whu follows in this Epiftle ii wonderfullv 
fine suwi judictoiu. and Ihowt how wifely oui Anthor couu 
reafon apon public Matter) when he wu cool. 

(]) Wie have alreadj' feen tiiac he had, ai Tribune of di« 
People, oppofed the Kefolution of the Senate for appointjng 
Govemon to the feveral Province*, which oppofition carried s 
great Point for Ciejai: Maraa Mart*iiia, the lirft Senator, 
whofe Opinion was alked, voted that all the Tribunei thonlc) 
be obliged to drop the Oppofition. But the Senate did not 
chufe to do thia. This is a vety remarkable Part of the Hi- 
Hory of that Time. The Tribunes had an mdoobtpd, Rich^ 
p put a Negative upon thii Qneftioo, ami if fii, I cannot Tee 

how 
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Senate gone into the Motion that was niadc> to 
make him perfonally liable for his Oppoficion, and 
the Confequence of not doing it was, that no Sue* 
ceflbr was appointed to Cajar. Do you look for 
Patriotifm amongft the Farmers of the Revenue ? 
Alas ! they never were fteady ^ and now they are 
entirely devoted to Cafar. Do you look for it in our 
trading, or in our landed, Intereft ? They are the 
fondeft of Peace. Can you imagine that they have 
any terrible Apprehenlions of living under a Mo- 
narchy, they, to whom all Forms of Govenunent 
are indifferent, provided they enjoy their Eafc ? 

Well then ! Do you approve of indulging Cefar 
in keeping the Command of his Army» after his 
Commiflfion was expired ? For my own Part, I was 
againfl even difpenfing with his Abience i but when 
we granted the one, he could command the other. 
Do you think his Commifllon, for a ten Years Go- 
vernment, and the Manner in which it was carried 
through, were right Meafures ? Was it a right Mca- 
fure to drive me from my Country, to rob the Re- 
venue of its Canipanian Eflates, that a Commoner 
Ihould adopt a Patrician ( i ), and a MBtylenean^ a 
Spaniard (2) ? Do you approve of Labienus and 
Mamurra (3) being Mafters of immenfe Riches, and 

kow they could be legally forced to withdraw it. It is trnc, 
fuch a Force, if applied, might hare produced ereat Confe- 
quences, but would it not have been onconftitutioBat] from what- 
ever Party it proceeded ? 
(i) Viz. Llodius. 

(2) Viz. Cornelius Balhus, who was adopted by Theopiumes^ 
a MityUnean, The Firft was the Favourite of Cafar^ the lat- 
ter of Pomtey, 

(3) Both thefe Gentlemen rofe to immenfe Riches under 
C^Jiar, for which they were lafiied by ibme of their cotempo- 
rary Wits. 

that 



w ATTICUS. 379 

th^ Baliut (hou)d have his Gardens and his Tufcu- 
lanum ? Buc ail chcfe Calamities Tpring from the 
fame Source. When his Stream of Power wis wealc, 
it might have eaftly been Itopt- But now he is 
Mafter of eleven Legions, and-as much Cavalry as ( i) 
he pieafes to draw into the Field. Think upon the 
Towns beyond the Ptf, upon the Mob of Romt, 
upon To great a Majority of the Tribunes, upon a. 
profligate riQng Generation, upon aGeneral with fuch 
Sagacity to contrive, and fuch Boldnefs to execute. 
Yet fuch is the General we are either to encounter, 
or we are to gratify him in what he can already 
claim by Law. We wiU, fay you, defend our Li- 
berries with the Lofs of our Blood. — But, conGder 
my Friend, if you are conquered, you are cut off} 
if you conquer, yet ftill you are a Slave, Then, 
fay you, how arc you to aft ? — Why, like the Brutes, 
who, in a general Roue, always follow their 
own Herds. The Ox follows his Drove, and thus 
will I follow our Patriots, or ihofe who are called 
fuch, even fbould they run into Dellruftion. It is 
eafy for me to fee what is our moft eligible Mea- 
fure in this defperate Crifis, fince no Man can fee 
the Event, fhould the Appeal be made to the Sword. 
But we may all eaflty conclude, chat if the Caufe 
of Liberty (hould fall, our Tyrant wilt regard, no 
more than Cinna did, the beft Blood of Rome^ and 
will be as rapacious, as ever SuUa was, of the Pro- 
jjcrties of Romans. 

I have now goRiped long enough upon PoU-' 
tics (z), yet I have more to fay, did not my Lamp 

{i ) The Gauli, of who™ Qt/ar wm Mafter, weic very ftrong 
ia Cavalry, 
{>) Origt iftn^Tte'iifutt a«i. Ttamt^ Je rtfuilica, 

fail 
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fail me. Upon the whole when the Chan* calls out^ 
♦* Hear Marcus Tullius^^^ I will vote ^khCneMsPam'^ 
faus^ or more properly with Titus Pmnponius. My 
Compliments to your Boy AlexiSy unlefs he is grown^ 
in my Abfence, a young Man, which he bade 
to da 



"^^p" 
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WH Y fuch repeated and ftrong Apologies fop 
Biotiyfius f The leaft Hint from you wa« 
iufiicient to convince me, The Truth is, knowing 
how fond you are of cementing Friendfhips by your 
kind Teffimonies, your faying nothing at all of 
him> m^e me the more liable to Sufpicion^ 
cfpecially as I heard qf fpme Difcourfe he had 
with other People, concerning me in a different 
Strain. But I am now intirely fatisfied of the Truth 
of what you write, and I entertain as favourable 
Sentiments oi Diorrnfius as ypu could wifb. Acr 
cording to my Calculation of the Days of yoyr A- 
gue intermitting, and which I formed upon a Let- 
ter you wrote me in the Beginning of your Illnefs^ 
J reckoned that^ oi> the 3d of January^ you may' 
withput ^ny Danger, meet me, upon BufineiSji 
lit Alba. But, for Heaven's Sake, do nothing that 
can retard your Recovery. A Day or two does 
not much fignify. I perceive that Uvia^ by her laft 
Will, has left Dolabolla Heir to the ninth Part of her 
Eftate, with two Coheirs for two Ninths more, but 
with a Provifo that he fliall change his Name. Now 
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tt is a CoandcratioQ ia point of public Decency (i}» 
Whether it U right for a Youth of high Quality, to 
change his Name, merely on Account of a Lady's 
Teftamcnt. But wc can difcufs this Qucftion more 
philorophicaUy(2)» when we know how much his 
Ninth amounts to^ 

It happened, as you fuppofed it would, that I faw 
Pompey before I came to Rome ; for. on the lyth of ' 
Decemixr, he overtook me at Lavermum. We came 
then to Formiai and we together had a private 
Conference, which lafted from two in the Af* 
ternoon till it was almoft dark. In anfwer to your 
Qucftion, whether there are any Hopes of a Padfica- 
tion ? I muft tell you that, by all I could gathef 
from what Pmf«y faid fo fully and fo particularly 
on that Head, there is not even a Difpofltion that 
Way. For thus he reafonSi It Cafar Ihould bC 
made Conful even upon refigning the Command of 
his Army, public Copfufion (3] will be unavoida- 
ble. He is farther of Opinion^ that when C^/iv 
lliall hear of the earneft. mighty. Preparations that 
are making agunft him, he will throw up his Pre- 
tencions to the Cbnfulatt for this Year, and fiiclc 
by his Army and Government. But fuppofing him 
to fly to Extremities, Pempiy (hewed a hearty con- 
tempt for all he could do, and as entire a Confi* 
dence in Ws own, and the Repub]ic*s> Forces. In 
fliort, though I was frequently check'd by refled- 
ing on the doubtful Events of War (4), yet ftill I 
was made the more eafy, when I heard a General of 

(1) Orig. wtlmtnit nifLfut. CMUt twHfiirrmtit. 

(2) Qrii- ^>Mt»^t^ htiifoiftiu,. Mapi ftiiafifhitt £fi*. 

(3) On;, v^niymt •t^wnnrtAm^. Cwrtirlhttiamt nif tU i ctt. 

(4) Or>£. IwJt i»^Mt. ld»tamm»rit. 

fuch 
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fuch Coufagc, fuch Experience, and Authority^ 
difcourfing, like a Statefman (1% upon the Dan- 
gers that might attend an infincere Accommoda- 
tion (2). 

Now you muft know, that we perufed together 
the Harangue which Anibowf made to the People 
on the 23d of December J in which he peks Pampej 
from his firft entering upon life ; impeaching him 
on Account of fome Roman Citizens he tried and 
coqdemned, and threatning the Government with 
a civil War (3), Upon this, fays Pompey to mc^ 
*' What will not the Principal attempt to do, 
&ould he become Mafter of the Government, when 
a defpicable inconliderable Officer (4) of his pre** 
fumes to throw out fuch Expreffions." In fhort, 
Pomprf Teemed rather to dread, than to defire, an 
Accommodation, and it is'my Opinion, that he came 
to the Refolution of leaving Rome^ with a Defign 
to render all Thoughts of Peace defperate (5). For 

my 



( ' ) Or/g'. iTbXiTiJttf f . Vt 'vtrum ntfuhliag feriti 
(2) This Converfation, between our Author and Pompey^ 
gives us a truer Idea of the Difpofitions of Pprnptyy than an/ 
Thing we meet with in Hiftory. The Friendihip of Cicerw 
Was extreamly material to him on this Occafion, and as we can- 
not imaeine that he would omit any Argument that he thought 
could influence him, fo we can have lio doubt that our Author 
is very fmcere in bis Reprefentadon of this important Confe- 
rence to his Friend Atticus, Upon the whole> it is plain, that 
Or/or ^ had he been willing, could not, with any Manner of 
Safety, having avoided coming to Extremities, and that no- 
thing lefs riian his Ruin could fatisfy Pcmfey, 

{3) Orig. Terror armorum. It is not quite dear to me whether 
this Expreflion is to be meant as I have tranflated, or of the 
Troops with which Pompey over-aw'd Rome, efpedaUy during 
the Trials here mentioned. 

(4) Antony Was <^eitor to Cafar, 

( 5 ) 0''f?< ^^ '^ OMtem Sintentia ira reUn^mnd^ wrhis mamit be- 
mnem, ut puts. I cannot think this Paflage to be ib defperate as 

Mon- 
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Yny own Part, it gives me no fmail Uneafinefs to 
think that I muft pay, to defdr^ the Money which 
was to carry me through my Triumph, for you 
know it is a Maxim, " diflfcrent Parties, different 
Purfes (i).*' But we will talk over thefe, and many 
other. Particulars, when we meet. 
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VV ter from you every Day ? Yes, every 
Day, if I can find a lure Hand to carry it, ** But 
you are now at Hand in Perfon.** Well, I promife 
you, when we meet, I will leave off Writing. I 
perceive that one of your Letters to me has not 
come to Hand, for, as my Friend Lucius ^intus 
was bringing it, he was wounded and robbed near 

Mondeur Mo/tgault, and the Commentators, have affirmed it to 
be. The former tranflates it L'ffl peutitreparce miilfaudroit alort 
quil ien aUat en Effagne, £ut this Conftmdiion is warranted 
neither from the Words themfelves, nor by fads ; for we have 
nothing to induce us to believe, that ?ompey could be fo weak, 
as well as wicked, as to plunge his Country into a civil War« 
merely becaufe, in Cafe of an Accommodation, he mud have 
gone to his Government of Spain: though, in this lad Cafe, his 
Antagonifl mull have refigned the command of his arm v. The 
Truth is, Pomfey knew Cafar extreamly well, and had a thou- 
fand Reafons both of Ambition and Policy, for not patchine 
up an Accommodation at this Time, and v/hich he knew could 
laft but for a very fliort while : I bcLeve the Reader, therefore, 
upon conf'ulting the Original of this PalFage, will think that 
nothing can be more juil than the Senfe f have given, it iincc 
Pcmprf% leaving Ronu^ according to all Accounts, and according 
to what our Author has hinted before, was the readied Way, he 
could poffibly have thought of, to bring on a civil War. 

^ I ) Orig, tS^M^«9t ArrtvoXiTf vofMfif Xf^ofuXHrn* Not ikiit^ ejus 
qm CQHtrariitJit in ref.foQionii^ dibitorem eJJ'e. 

the 
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the Monument of Ba^ks ( i ). itcia are therefore to 
recolledt whether there was any Thing in that Let- 
ter material for nte to know^ and likewife appljr 
yourfelf to difcufs a Point (2), which will require 
all your Abilities as a Politician (3). 

One or other of the following Cafes muft be ours. 
When Qefar is continued in the Command of his 
Army by the Senate^ or by Means of the Tribunes 
<^( the Commons, we muft either grant lum a Dif- 
penfation from coming to Rome to ftand for the 
GonfulatCt or we muft perfuade him to refign his 
Government and his Army^ and accept of that Of* 
fice. The next Alternative is, that, if we fail in 
this, the Eleftion (hould be held without confider- 
ing him as a Candidate, but as an indifferent Per* 
fon, though, at the fame Time, continued in his 
Government. Let us fuppofe, however, that, not 
chufing either to be laid afide as a Candidate, or to 
make a Stir, he Ihould bring the Iribunes of the 
Commons to put a Negative upon proceeding to 
any Election of Confuls, and thereby bring about 
an Inter Reign. Or again ; fuppofing that he fhould 
fb far refent his Pretenlions to the Confulate being 
\$\6. afide, as to march his Army againft us, and 
reduce us to the Neceflity of Fighting him. Now, 
in this Event, he will either attack us before we are 
.prepared, or when the Eleftion is over, without 
regarding the Solicitations of his Friends, for dif- 
penfuig with his Sunding for the Confulate in his 

(i) He was a famous Robber who was buried upon die Jpf^ 
poM r» ay. 

(2) On'g. htvitftriffti^ 9fo6Ki9fi», Sohoes ^tutJHimem 

(3) Orig, ircAiTixiv* ^^e magitam rfftarit nnm tmSandamm 

Ab- 
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Abfence. Now the Motive for taking Arms, muft 
be fingly bccaufe he did not obtain liich a Difpen- 
JatioR; unlefs, perhaps, a collateral Pretext Hiould' 
occur from fome Tribune of the People (i)\Yho, 
for putting a Negative upon the Proceedings of the 
Senate, or exciting a popular Commotion, may be 
branded or inhibited by a Kefolution of the Senate i 
or elfe, being over-ruled and expelled, may, under 
Pretence of fuch Expulfion, throw himfelf upon 
the Protcftion ofQefar. But be all this as it will, 
the Queftion comes, What are we to do when Ho- 
llilities commence i Are we to keep FolTelTion of 
RotiKy or are we to march out of it to intercept his 
ProviBons, and cut oflf his Communication from the 
reft of his Army P 

Which of thofe inevitable Calamities do you ac- 
count the leatti 1 know you will tell me you wi(h 
he could be perfuaded to refign his Army, and to 
be m^e Conful. Why, really Hiould he follow that 
Meafure, I can fee no Oppofltion he could meec 
with, and I ihould not be at all furprized if he 
Ihould fail in obtaining the Difpenfation in Quef- 
tion. But then again Tome arc of Opinion, that there 
cannot be a more dangerous Step taken than to 
make him Conful. But fay you, I would chufe 
he were Conful without, rather than with, his Army« 

(i) I bave taken great Pains to be explicit as pollible in 
trahflating the whole of this Paragraph, which doe; lb mach 
Honour Co our Author's Sngacity, and is To important to the 
Hillory of chat Period, What he forefees here oaoally hap- 
pened. For AKtonj and ^taitia Cajfius, who were then Tri* 
Dune) ef the People, took Refuge in Cmfari Arm)', upon ,tha 
Senate's attempoag U force thtm to withdraw their Oppofltion 
to a Rdbluiion which the Houfe had pafled, obliging {^mjkr to 
ref^n hi* Govetnmou by a cenain Day. 

Cc_ Why 
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Why, that is true. But it may be thought chat 
even this, with all its Softening, is a Calamity ; and 
let me add, an irremediable one too i for we muft 
comply if fuch (i) (hould be his Pleafure. Behold 
him then, again Conful, and reBed upon his firft 
Confulftiip ; even then, you will allow me (though 
weak to what he is now) he was too ftrong for 
the whole Syftem of our Conftitution ; then what 
do you imagine will he not now attempt? efpedally 
as, while he continues Conful, Fonnpey muft cer- 
tainly refide in Spain. To what a miferable Pafs 
are we reduced ? For even in that moft dangerous 
Demand we dare not refufe to gratify him ; and if 
he (hould be fatisfied with it, with all my Heart, let 
him be the moft popular Man in Bjme with all our 
Patriots. 

Let us, however, fuppofe, that, as the World 
believes, he will not reft fatisfied with thofe Terms y 
pray which of all the others is the moft wretched? 
Shall we yield, to ufe Pompey*^ Expreflion,- to all 
his moft impudent Demands ? For furely they are 
fuperlatively fo. *' You have had for ten Years, % 
Government, given you not by the Senate, but by 
yourfelf, through Violence and Faftion. The Time 
limited, not by Law, but by your own Ambition^ 
is clapfed •, but fuppofing by Law j it is refolved to 
appoint you a Succeffor •, I will not fuffer it, fay you, 
and you muft difpenfc with my Abfence. No, Sir» 

( I ) The Original as I read it is, Sed ifiuc ipfumfit, O mmmm f 
maium^ putet aliquis. All the Commentators have agreed, that 
this Place is corrupted, but I have endeavoured to reduce it 
into Senfe by a iingle 5top» without akering ^ commoD 
Reading. 

you 
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fol) ought to difpenfe with our Compliance (i)i 
Arc you to keep the Gommafid of your Army 
longer than the Senate has rcfolved^ or the People 
have ordered ? You fliall either yield or fight j** and^ 
to go on in F^mpty^s Strain^ " we fhali at leaft 
have the honeft Satisfaction of either conqueringi or 
dying, in the Caufe of Liberty. 

Now if War (hould follow^ its Succefs muft de- 
pend upon Chance^ and its Juitification Upon its 
Succefs (2). I (hall not therefore puzzle you with 
that Queftlon. Let me know if you hate any 
Thing to offers as to what I have here thrown oufc 
t^'or my own Part I am upon the Rack Day and 
Night. 



EP I S T. 

ICAlViE all at once to aRefolution to leaVe this 
Place before Day-break^ to avoid Difcovery ot 
DifcouHe of me, efpecially as I was attended by lau«- 
relied Ltdtors (3). As to what I am doing now^ 
and Whiit I ihall do hereafter^ by Heavens, I know 
tiOL So much am I confounded by this raih, ki- 

(0 ^^^4* Habe mm rdii§mm^ Habe ik koftmfH, 

(2) Orig. Jam ft puguandum eft^ fko tempore ^ in cafli ; quo con^ 
fiiOi in temporihui fitum eft, 

(3) The Reader is here to underiland, that Pompey haying 
abandoned Rome upon the Approach of Cafar^ and having or<^ 
dered all the Magiftratfcs and Senators to follow him, under 
pain of being declared Traitors ; oar Author, who it feems 
had not yet entered intb Rome, thought prd{>er to fb&4w him, 
thoiffih M difapproved his Refolutioii. fiy hit not havine en« 
ieted Rmu, he ftill kept np his Title to a Trittoiph and e6ii- 
feqaently hit LiAort canritd their Fafces bound about witfal 
Laurel. 

C c % confiderate 
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confiderate Refolution. But how can I pretend ta 
advHe you, whofe G)unfel I ftand in need of my- 
ielf ? What Steps our Friend Pampey has takeny or 
may uke, I know not ; but as yet he is ftraitened 
in his Quaiters, by being {hut up in Towns^ aixi 
looks lik« one bewildered^ If he makes a Stand iri 
Ildfy we will all of us join him. But if he redres 
from thence, i (hall be at a Lofs how to detormine 
myfelf. Hitherto, either I think madty^ or he hat 
proceeded madly and rafiily. I beg that you'll 
write often tio me, though it be only what comet 
uppermoft. 
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HO W Where What is the Matter ? I 
am wrapped in Darknefs. We (till poflefs 
Cingulum{i)f fay you, — Yes — but we have loft 
Ancona. Lahienus has left Cefiir. What are yoo 
then talking of a Caribaginian or a Ramam General ? 
Miftaken, wretched Man ! infenfiUe to every Idea 
of true Glory (2) ! He pretends that all he does is 
to maintain his Dignity. But can Dignity exift 
without Virtue ? Is it compatible with Virtue to 
continue at the Head of his Army^ without the 
Voice of the People to authorife hhn, and to feize 
Cities inhabited by Romans^ that he may open him- 
felf a more eafy Paflage to the Bowels of his Coun* 

( 1 ) This was a Town in Pianmni 

(2) Orig. rS tcaKS, Hotufii, 1 need not point out th* Beau^ 
of our Author's Sentiments on this Occafion* or kow oiucn 
Mr. jfM/on has been obligtd to him for all th^ fine Thingp 
he makes Cato fay, 

try. 
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Iry ? Not to mendon the Bankruptcy of the Pub- 
iic, the Return of the Ba[)i{hed(i) i and 4 thouland 
Crimes that are yet to be perpetrated before he can 
rear the Temple of tyrannic Power (2), the only 
Peijiy he worfliips. — Curfc on fuch Greatnefs-^— 
By Heavens I had rather enjqy one Day bafking 
myfcjf in the Beams of your LucretiM Sun (^) than 
be a Monarch over Millions of Kingdoms acquired 
by Guilt like his. I had rather die a thoufand 
Deaths thai) harbour one feriogs Idea at the Expen(:e 
of my Country. You think, fay you, for yourr 

" felf. ■ And is there a Wretch who is not at 
Liberty to think i But I repeat it, 1 think the Man 
who thinks in that Manner is more miferable than 
the Wretch who lies extended on the Wheel. There 
is but one Mifcry beyond it, and that is, fuccecdr 
ing in the Attempt. But of this enough. In thig 
melancholy Situation it gires me fome Relief to uo- 
bofom (4) myfelf to you. But to return to our - 
Friend Pompej. 

Tell me, I conjure you, by all that you hold 
dear, what you think of Pmpty'^ Conduct \ I mean 
in leaving JiwBtf ? For my Part I, can fay only (5J, 

, but that it was the moft abfurd of all abfurd Steps. 
Would you have left Rome ? you could have done 
po more had the Gauls been at her Gates. ** It \\ 

(i) Qrig. x(Mr«rK««^f> fur^JWi Mfc'^. TiAuUj mvai at. 
Ilium rttHlui. 

(z) Orig. rii Swr ftyWv ie' 'Xf" T U fw il a. Dterum maximum 
utbiltat tyraaitiitm. 

(3) ^'g- l-u'Tttina tite J^t. Latrttmm WU 3, Conntry Seit 
belonging to Jitieai, in the SmUmi Coantry, msarkibk for it^ 
^oe Air. 

(4) Orig. i.^x'^J^^'- TtcmmthH^fim. 

(5) Or>i. ,i^, Dkku, 

C c 3 pqbUq 
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public Liberty, he may fay, and private Happinefi^ 
and not Walls, that give Endearment to our Coun? 
fry. I did no more than Ibetmfiocks before me, 
when the Walls of his Athens were too feeble tq 
(bnd the (hock of a barbarous Inundation. But 
Piriclesj almolt fifty Years after, followed another 
Courfe, when he did qot poflefs a FoQt of Ground 
that belonged to Aibens without her Walls. And 
our Forefathers, when all Rfinu was loft, retired to 
and defended Her Citadel. 

Sucb ghrious ASigns of cur ^res are tdd^ 
Haw rich in Virtue were the 7imes of eld {i) I 

But then again I judge, from the Refentment in 
the municipal Cities, and the general Talk, that he 
will be able to extricate himfelf from the Confe- 
quences of this Meafure. 1 4on*t know how it is ^t 
Rome (and I beg you will inform me) but here, 
every body complains bitterly, that the City was 
abandoned by her Magiftrates and Sepate, and the 
Flight of Pomfey himfelf made a wonderful Impref- 
fion upon the Public. In Ihort, it has had a very 
contrary EflFeft to what we imagined \ for now it is 
the general Opinion that no Concefiion ought to be 
made to C£f(\r. Po you explain to mc what all 
this tends to. 

My Charge here is not very troublefome, fo^^ 
'Pomfey has appointed me to be 6verfeer{2)of 
Campania and the maritime Countries, and Infpec- 
tor-General of the Levies, and all other Bufmefs 

(0 Ong, Ovru) xa w v^Oer t^rivSi^da «Xi« df^^w. Sic famt 
4orvm qui antt nos /kentnt audiebamus Uudes <ifir$rum. I have 
kianflated this Verfe out of the ninth Book Qf Ilomfrs Iliad. 

(J) Orig. iwifK(i'mo¥, S^eculatorcm, 
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.diere^ Therefore I think of holding myfelf in' a 
moving Pofture. I make no Doubt. that you are now 
perfeftly acquainted with C-e/ir's Impctuofity (i)* 
with the Ply of the People, and the general Sute of 
Affairs. I wifh you would write |o me upon^all chofe 
Heads, and that too very often, becaufe they are apt 
to prefent themfelves with fo many diflferent Faces 5 
aod indeed nothing gives me fo much Eafe, as writ- 
ing to you and reading your Letters does. 



E P I S T. XII. 

ONLY ooe Letta: has come to my Hand from 
you, dated the 19th, and intimating that 
you had wrote me another, which I have not re- 
ceived. But I beg you will write me very often^ 
pot only what you .know or hear, but what you 
iufpeft, and above all your Sentiments upon what 
J am to do, or what I am not to do. As to my 
informing you, as you defire, how Fompey intends 
to proceed \ I don't believe he knows it himfelf, 
at leaft none of us do. I faw the Conful Lmtulus 
at Formue upon the ^ id, and I have likewife iwx 
IJbo{%\ but all is full of Confternatioit and Con- 
fufion. Pompiy himfelf has taken the Rout of La* 
rifum^ where, and at Luariay and at Tbeanum^ and 
in other Places of jlpulia^ he has Troops quartered. 
No body can lay, after that, whether he will deter- 
mmt to make a Stand fomcwhere in //^i/y, or to 
(rrofs the Sea. Should he remain in Italy^ I am 

(i) Origf h^ftit hnfetus. 

(g) His P^m^bttr was married to Pompeft fecond Son. 

C c 4 afraid 
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afraid his Army will be too weak. Should he ks¥C 
it, I fhall be entirely at a Lofs how, where, or when 
to aft. For as to C^far^ whofe Tyranny ( i ) you 
{o much dread, I think he will leave nothing bad 
undone. His Progrefs is not to be ftopped by thp 
Sufpenfion of all public Bufinelsi by the Abfence of 
our Senate, s and Magiftrates, nor by (hutting up 
-the Treafury. But as you write, we Hiall foon 
come to a Certainty as to all this. 

Having faid thus much, I aflc your Pardon fo^ 
writing to you fo often, and fo fully. But thereby 
I gain fome Compofure of Spirit, and at the fame 
Time I am willing to provoke you to anfwer me^ 
and above all to advife me hqw I am to behave, and 
upon what Terms I am to proceed. Am I to put 
myfelf abfolutely into Pompey*s Hands ? Tl^it I do 
not, proceeds, not from my being terrified by Dan- 
ger, but overcharged with Jlefentment, that every 
Thing fhould be thus managed without regard, not 
only to my Advice, but to comaK>n Prudence ! 
Am I to turn a Trimmer and a Time-fcrver, and 
then make a Surrender of myfelf to thote who (hall 
feize and manage the Helm of Government ? Alas ! 
what would not the Public then fay (2) ! My Cha- 
racter, not only as a Roman^ but as a Friend, de- 
ters me from this. Yet I have frequent Meltings 
when I think of our two Boy$. Diftradted as I thus 
am, though perhaps you are not lefs fo, write to 
me fomewhat, and above all, your Thoughts in 
what Manner I am to proceed, Ihould Pompey leave 

( 1 ) Orig, ^xXa^efMf. PJIwIariJis imitationem» 

(2) Orig. Mlii^ftm* T^w«{. Vertor Tr^joMos. 

Jialy. 



I 
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paly. BothManius Lepidus{i\ for I have been witif 
jiim, and Lucius Torquatusy are reColved, in chat C^e 
to take their Leave of him. As to myfelf, I am 
embarraffed with my Liftors, amidft many otheF 
Things ; and never did 1 know fo perplexed a Cri- 
fis. For that Reafon I do not look from you for 
Certainties, but for your Conjefhires, nay, for 
your Doubts (z) and Reafonings upon the State of 
Affairs. 

It is next to certain, that Lahienm has left Cafar.. 
In that Cafe if he had gpne to Reme^ while the Ma- 
giftrates and the Senate were there, he would have 
been of great Ufe to our Party. It would have in- 
timated, that the beft of his Friends had condemned 
him as a Traitor to his Country. The Faft is in- 
deed fo, but at the prefent Jun&ure it is of lefs Uie, 
becaufe our Party cannot avail icfelf of it, and f 
believe that Laiienus himfelf repents what he has 
done. Yet after all, there is. a PoHibility that his 
having left Ca/ar is falfe ; we, however, depend 
upon it as a Certainty. 

You write me, that you conGne yourfelf to your 
Family, yet ftili you may acquaint me with the 
Complexion of the Town, whether Pompej is loved 
otCtefar hated in it \ and with your Thoughts con- 
cerning my Wife and Daughter, whether they 
ought to live aciSemf, or with me, or in fome Place 
of Safety ? Upon all ihefe Subjeds, and upon any 
other that occurs, I beg chat you will write, or ra- 
ther that you will fcribble to me. ^ 

. (t) He had been CaaTtil la die "tfx aS:-K*mt 6X-j, m 7«r- 
Buetui wu the Year fbllowing, lod therefore both of them, 
like our Author, were Confnlwt. 
(2) Orii- m%<>('m». DwHtaiiaiem. 

E P I S T, 
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1AM eotirely of your Miod with Regard to tbe 
Affairs ot Venonius ( i ), 1 look upon LaUanu to 
be a Hero (2). We have oot» for thefe many Yean^ 
)iad fo nc ble an Inftancc of Roman Spiritt had it no 
other Eflfedt, it has that of galling Cajar } but I am 
in hopes of feeing it produ6tive of more foUd Con- 
iequences, I am in love with J^ifi likewtfe^ and I 
can forefee that the Didikc he )m fignified c( his 
Son-in-Law's(3) Conduft^ will make a great Impief- 
jion on the Ppblic. You nuty now tbrm a Judg- 
inent of the Nati^re of this War, which is dvU, 
fx>t becaufe it is occafioned by civil Difibtnces, 
but becaufe one defperate bold Citijten has attempt- 
cd the Overthrow qi the civil Conftttudon. But 
fhen we are to confider that he is Mafter of a pow- 
erful Army, and that inany join him, throi^ 
(lopes and Aflurances, which he has determined to 
anfwer by an all-engrofllng Rapacioufnefs. Such is 
the Man to whom Romij ilripped of Strength, bu( 
flammed with Riches, has been delivered over. 
Y^hat have we not to apprehend from a Man who 
)ooks upon Rome^ with all her Domes and Dwel- 
lings, not as the Seat of his Country, but the Re- 
ward of his Conqueft ? 

(1) He was one of our Authc^'s Friends. TheBofinefs hcff 
fpoken of was of a private Natare, and of no Confequencc 

p) U5. 

(2) Orig. ff$i^, Heroem, 

(3) Oe/ar was mairied to the Daagiittr of Pifa^ who was the 
fame Pifo whom our Author has fo bloodilv inretghed againft 
in other Parts of his Works. It feems he had left R^tm upon 
|us Son-in-La\y*8 Approach^ as not chooiing to join with him. 

But 
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But what, or how, he will do without a Senate or 
Magiftracy, I am at a Lofs to know, (ince he has 
^boUfhed, not only the Spirit, but the Forms of 
the Conftituiion ( i ). But where or when are we to 
emci^, h^cd, as we are, by a General who knows 
fo little of his Prpfieffion (2)^ that he was a Stran- 
ger to the iinportant Situation of Pictnum (3). His 
Mifcondud carries its Condemnation upon its own 
Face. Not to meiftion the Faults he has been commit- 
ting for thefe ten long Years, what Terms were not 
pr^erable to his Ihamcfql Retreat from Rome} Even 
at this Tifne I am ignorant of his Defigns, but I 
Sfm inceflanthr endeavouring to fi(h fomewhat out of 
him by Jitters, Nothing can be fnorc unmanly 
or utimeaning than the vrhole of his Management. 
I fee no Forces, nor any Place wh?re Forces can be 
quartered or employed, though it was in order tQ 
raife Forces, that it was thought prpper he fliould 
remain near Rome, while all our Hopes reft upot) 
two Legions that have been trepanned into our 
Service, and almoft hate our Caufe j for our Leines 
' have hitherto been of Men who have been prel!^ 
jnto our Party, and dread nothing fo much as thejr 
do fighting. 

With Regard to an Accommodatlpn, we hate 
{et flip the Time. AYhat will happen hereafter, \ 

{ t ) Orig. Nt finmhav quHtm fattril qmt^iam vaVruurc (fi- 
tunimt fiaittta rtipuhUt^}, 

(l) Orig. «r(»Tii/iit*;. jlrrii ImbtrMttri^ igBarMi. 

[\) C^itr ha!d got the Start of Pamftiy, hy making himfclf 
Mafiec of the Country of Fketann, which is at prefent Put of 
the Mtrquifaw of Tt-wnctma and Akriulfi, and lying bctweeii 
the Adriatic Sea, Umiri^, and the Conntir of the S*iiiai t it, 
;n « Manner, covered Xamt fmm Qrfiu; efpedally as it wa^ 
fyfl gf ftiong Paflei and Ttnyof. 

^niiot 
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cannot forefee. Either we or our General hare run 
into the Abfurdity of daiiing out oJF Harbour with^ 
put a Rudder* and committing ourfelves to the 
Mercy of the Storm. I am therefore at a Lo(s how 
to difpofe of our two young Ciarifs. Sometimes 
I am for fending them into Grace^ that they may 
t)e out of the Way. At the fiuneTime^ I am 
£Ued with Apprehenfions concerning my Wife and 
Paughter, when I refleft upon the Approach of 
Barbarians ( I )» but I am fomcwhac relieved when 
I remember that Dolabelh is amongft them. I b^ 
you would turn your Thoughts to coofider in what 
Manner lam toad as to them. In the firft Place, widi 
regard to Safety (2), (for I muft take Cait of them 
whatever becomes of myfelf). In the next Place^ 
with regard to the Talk of the Public, which may 
cenfure me for leaving them at Rome^ at a Time 
when ihp was abai>done4 by all her worthy Ci* 
lizens. 

The fame Confideration occurs with regard to 
yourfelf and Peduceus (3), who has written tp mc; for 
the Quality of yoq both is fo high, diat as much 
will be required of you as of our tpoft illuftri- 
ous Citizens. But that is a Confideration I muft 
leave to yourfelf, as I am now applying to you for 
Advice concerning myielf and my Family. What I 
have farther to reeommend to you is, that you will do 
all you can to difcover and inform me of what is 
pafling, and of your own Conjeftures, which I 
cannot difpenfe with in you. Any one can tell me 

(i^ C^fars Army was full of Gauls, 

(2) Orig, ir^oi TO dfffttXii, Ad id quod tutumjit, 

(3) Sextus Piduceus was a commop Friend to our Author and 
Atticus, 

what 
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IfrhAt IS <Joing t from you^ I cxpeA to learn whzt U 
to' be done. A lucky Conjc&ure ts, you know^ 
next » a true Prophet (i). Pardon this Goffip- 
ping in me, which at once (at leaft when I am writ- 
ing to you) Tooths my Anguifli, and invites you K> 
an Aniwo'. 

P.- S. I confcfs my I^orance mth R^^ard to 
the Riddle of the Off'ti (2) from VeUa^ for it is 
more unintelligible than Plato's Cabala. Hold 
I underftand it now from what you have fud in 
calling thefe Oppii of Veliay Succenei ; this Word 
made me fweat, but gave me a Key to all the rtA 
of the Paflage, and it agreed with my Wife's Ob- 
lervaeuns. 

I faw Lucius Cafar at Mniurne upon the 25tb dt 
yaKuary, in the Morning. This Rope of Sand, for 
I cannot call hitn a Man, was chained with Propo- 
fitions fo abfurd, that I imagined C^/ar defigned 
them as a Ridicule upon all Negotiations, efpccialiy 
^ he gave fo important a Commifljon to Jo iticonli- 
derable a Creature. 1 can account for his Conduct 
no other Way, unlets (which may poffibly be the 
Cife) the FcDow has catched up fome random Ex- 
preffions of Crf/sr, and converted them into a Com- 
milCon for himfelf, 

LabienuSy whom I think a truly great Man, Up' 
on the 22d Inftant, came to TVaffiim, where he had 
R Conference with Pompej and the Confuls. What, 
the Import and Refuk of it was, I will write you 

{1 ) Orif. fHHTK J" ^{>m. Valti ii tftimtu. 
^ (1] Thu it a private AfTair, and the Reading in the Ori- 
ginal is fo uncertain, that we can make little or nothiat 
of it. 

when 
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Irhen I am better informed. On the 23d Pompey 
kt out from Theamm^ for Lareimm^ and lay 
that Night at Venafrum ( i ). LgUenus feems to have 
given us (bme Spirits. But as yet I have notlung 
lemarkable to write to you from this Place. I give 
more Attention to News from Rtmi 1 in what Man- 
ner Cafar carries himfelf with regard to Laiienus^i)^ 
what Domitius is doing amongft the Marfi{^)^ 
^bermus at Igwvium ji^) znA Aitius at CiMgnlMm ( g) i 
how the People of Rome fbnd afitfted^ and what 
your ConjeAures are, as to the Birent of ail. I beg 
you would give me repeated Informations upon 
thofe Heads, as well as your Opinion how I ought 
CO difpofe of my Wife and Daughter, and what Re- 
iblution you are come to yourfelf. Had I writteif 
this with my own Hand it would have been longer^ 
but the Humour in my Eyes obliged me to make ufe 
of an Amanuenfis^ 

(1) Thk was m Towh in Camfmdm, fituted on fte River 
Voltitmo. 

(2) He carried lumfelf like a wife and a great Man. He 
appeared fo far from being difcdncerted at LMeim leaving him, 
that he fent after him all his Eqnipages, fii^gage and At- 
tendants. 

(3) Their Coontiy la/ to^vards the north of Camfama Di- 
rowm in Itafy, 

(4) This was a Town in Uf^tna, and was nofiefled by Citric 
for Car/or, the Troops of Tbirmus having difttnded opon Ge* 
r/Vs Approach. 

(5) It lay in the Country of PUtnum. 
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I Write this on the 17th of Jamarji [the Humour* 
in my Eyes, being abated,) as I fee out front 
Cn/vJ (1) to Capta. On the 25th, LMdm C^far de- 
livered Cafar's Propdfals to Fompty^ while he wai 
at Tbeamm with the Confuls. . The Terms weie 
approved of, on Conditioti, that he Ihould withdraw 
lus Troops from all the Places, not within his owa 
Government* that be had feized. If he would Aa 
that, k was agreed that we fhould retura to Romf^ 
and that the Senate Ihould ratify the Treaty. As 
prelent, I am in hopes we IhaU have Peace $ becaufe 
C^far thinks he has gone too far, and Pmv^^,, tba£ 
his own Army is too weak. It was Ptmpiy'i Plc»- 
fure that I (bould go to Capua to. forward the Le- 
▼iesy in which the Campamen Planters are not a 
little backward (2). 

I was miQnformed as to what I wrote you upon 
the Strength of Torquaiui's Intelligence with regard 
to C^far's Gladiators at Capua. It mufl bs owned 
Pomprf has quartered them very judicioufly, tw& 
to ew^ Family. There were five thoufand Shields (3) 

(i) Orig. Ctdit. Thii wu a Town in CitM^i* neu C^^. 

(a) Citjer, dnrine kia Conrullhip, had cftablUhcd a Coloay 
nCapKa. The Onginal here la, Pmnm pnU*i rtlienitnt, UM 
alladee to die Cvftom of enrolling Soldier*, by caiung over the- 
Names of ihofe they wanted to enlifi, to which the latter an* 
fwercd, when they entered the Service. 

(3] I read here Sananm inflead of Seewtanai. If we mi' 
StcMtarMm, it muft be meant of GUaU^tn 1 the Sn-afi, being a 
Spedei of that Profeflion. Bnt it is ridiculous to think, thu Cr- 
fir, at fnch a Time as this, wonid hare kept fach a Nnmbcr 
of XiltuSaton flitit Up in a fencing School. We Irani, howcvfr 
from concnrring Pallaget in Hifloty, that the tiiuitm of Giar 
^tattn, he had at Ctifmi, w» coniderablei 
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in their fencing SchooI» and they threatened to breate 
out. This was a meafure greatly for the Service of 
the Public. As to our Ladies, of whom your Sifter 
18 one^ I beg you to take care that we do nothing 
unbecoming our Chara&er in keeping them at 
Rffmcj after ail the other Ladies of Quality have 
kft it. This is no more than I wrote both to them 
and to you before. I entreat you to give them 
your Advice to leave the City ; efpecially, as they 
can, for a Seafon, be very conveniently lodged upon 
thofe Eftates by the Sea-Side, where I command. 
As to any difguft my Son-in-Law may take at 
this, I am not to anfwer for it. It is of more Con- 
fequence to me t% confider that ours are the only 
Ladies who have remained at Rome. I fliould 
be glad to know what Refolution you, and Peduce^ 
usj have come to, as to your leaving Rame^ and 
what you think of the prefent Situation of Affairs. 
For my part, I inceflantly preach up Peace, whicb^ 
even upon Terms not warrantable by Juftice, is pre- 
ferable to the moft warrantable War. But this is 
as it may happen. 



E P I S T. XV. 

EVER fince I left Rome^ I have not ^omitted 
writing you a Letter every Day, not that I 
have any Bufinefs of Imporunce to write you, but 
that I may converfe with you in your Abfence, 
which, next to converfing with you in Perfon^ 
gives me the greateft pleafure in Life. Upon my 
arriving at Capua Yefterday, being the aift of Ja^^ 
nuary^ I had a Meeting with the Confuls, and many 

others 
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ttthch of oar Houfe. All of them wllhed that CJi- 
Jar would draw off his Troops, and ftand to the 
Terms -he had propofed. Favonius was the only 
Mali who expreffed his Diflike of his impofing 
Terms upon us. But he was very little regarded 
in the Meeting, for Cato himfelf preferred comply- 
ing' to fighting ( I ). He declares however that h^ 
intends-to bdprefent in the Senate, when the Tcrmi 
of the Accommodation are debated, if C^/ar caii 
. t« brought to draW off his Troops. Thus, he dif- 
likes going to Sicify, where he might do great Scf= 
vice, and he intends to be prefent in the Senate^ 
where, I am afraid, he will do great hurt. As td 
Pofibumus, who, according to the Senate's exprefs 
Refolutton, was to have gone to fucceed Fuffanusi 
' in Sicily^ he refufes to ftir without Catg^ and hja 
great Sirefs oil the Service he cati do in ihe ^nate) 
by his Incereft and Abilities. Thus the Employ- 
ment has devolved upon Fannius{z)i who is fenc. 
tt> command in Sicily. 

We have Iiere a great Variety of Opinions as to 
public Matters. It is generally imagined, thacO/^r 
will not ftand to his Propofals, which he is thought 
10 have made to divert iis from making the necef- 
fary Prcparadons to oppofc him in the Field. For 
my own Parr, I am of Opinion, that he will ftand 
to them fo tal' as to withdraw his Troops from the 
Towns not ih his Government. For he will luve gained 

( I ) Orig. Cat* tniJti ipft jam fervirc, jirtM papiare ma-vuit. 
Ma«&eurMcvga/Ut trinilatei thi», Catan kuibc (a-t/trt lafirvitaS 
annt gucrrt avilt. This I think is coo harlh upon Catai (iJh». 
raster, efpeeially u the Words will admit thd Senfc I havs 
given them. Sfr-j'iri (vix. femp^ri) ii common with Cictrt. 

(I) fafibuMtu', fuganm, fjid Faaiim, though very todiluiy 
Perlan*, made themrelvet Men of Importaacc about thill ime; - 

D d ■ hi| 
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his Ends if he fhould be made Conful, and the Co^ 
clufion of his Scene will be kfs guilty than its Com« 
mcncenient. But ftill we muft endure his Buffet. 
For we are fcandalouQy unprovided both as to 
Troops and Money, having lett to his Mercy not 
only the private Property, but the public Ejcche^ 
quer of Rome. Pompey is fct out to take upon liiiii 
the Command of the Legions (i) Under Aitius at-* 
tended by Labienus. I am impatient for your Opi- 
nion as to all thofe Matters. I am now thinlai^ 
of departing immediately for Formia. 



E P I S T. XVI. 

I Believe I have received all your Letters except 
ing the firft, in a regular Order, accordmg lo their. 
D^itcs as they were fcnt by my Wife. My Letters^ 
dated from Capua the 27th inftant, inform you of 
C^/ar^s Propofals, the Arrival of Labienus^ and the 
Anl'wcrs returned by the Confuls and Pompey^ with 
other Matters. We arj now in great Sufpence con- 
cerning two Points* I'he one is, how C^far will 
proceed upon the Anfwer which Lucius dsfar was 
charged with to lay before him. The other is how 
Pompey will aft, who writes to me, that in a 
few Days he fhall be at the Head of an cffcftive 
Army, and gives me hopes, that, when he arrives 
in the Pscenum^ we (hall be in a Condition to re- 
turn to Rome. He has with him Labienus^ who 
takes it for granted, that Ca:faf*s Army is but weak, 

( I ) Thefe were Legions in Picenum. 

and 
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ilnd his Defertion has put our Friend Pompey into 
high Spirits. 

Having received Orders from the Confuls to be 
at Capua by ihe 5th of February^ I fet out in my 
Way thither for Formic on the 30th of January^ on 
which Day I write this at three in the Afternoon, 
immediately upon the Receipt^f your Letters at 
Calvi. I agree with you as to my Wife and 
Daughter, and have written to them to follow your 
Direftions. If they arc not yet fet out from Rome^ 
there is no hurry until we fee how Matters are fi- 
cuated. 



E P I S T. XVII, 

YOUR Letter was to me both kind and comfort- 
able. I thought of fending the Boys int6 Greece 
at that Time, when I perceived Difpofitions were 
making for abandoning Italy. As tomyfelf I (houki 
have gone to St^ain^ though that would not have 
been io convenient for the young Gentlemen as for 
me. So far as I can judgtr, both you and Peduceus 
may now remain at Rome without Molellation, Ncr 
to fay the Truth, liave you any great Reafon to be 
warm in the Interefts of our Friend Pompey. No 
body fure ever left Roine fo disfurnilhed ot Troops ( 1 ). 

You 

(1) Out Author here, nccording to Monfieur V.cngnvh^ is 
witty upon the Epicurean Principles of his two Fi lends, who 
might think themfelvcs very little obliged to Pom{ey for inter- 
rupting their Pleafurcs by cxpefing tlicai 10 be difturbcd by 
Cafcr. But I cannot at all fee the vVit in this, f.nce the '! hin^ 
ready was true and very fcrioufy fo. The Oiijinal is, Nen.9 
tnim u^-quam tantu:n de urbaTiis prifjtd.'is detraxii, ISovv if 1 am 
not milbken the Wit here lies in the double Intcmirc cf the Ex- 

D d 2 prclTun, 
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You fee I have not forgot how te joke. Now yott 
doubtlefs know the Anfwcr which Pcmpgy fcnt ta 
Cafar by Lucius C^far^ and the Letter he fent him by 
the fame Hand, for they were writien and delivered 
with a View ot making them public. I have blamed 
Pcmpey in my own Mind, as he himfelf has a ve-> 
ry pcrfjucuous Stile, for employing our Friend, Sei^ 
tius^ in drawing up a Writing of fo great Impor- 
tance, efpecially as it is to be made public ; nor, uy 
lay the Truth, did I ever fee any Thing more truly 
in the Seftian Stile (i). But from Pompef% Letter 
it is plain, that Cafar has been denied nothing, thar 
he has obtained all and more than he demanded 1 
and, as he has obtained his Demands, impudent as 
they are, he would be the worft of Madmen fhould 
he break off the Accommodation. For what right 
had he or you, or any Man to fay, I will do fo anifr 
fo, if Pompey will go to Spain^ and if he will witk- 
draw his Troops from Italy ? Yet even this has bcct¥ 
complied with, tho' I own the Compliance does not 
now come with fo good a Grace, alter the Govern- 
ment has been attacked, and Hoftilities commenced,' 
as it would have done before, when he demanded the 
Difpcnfation with his Abfence, while he flood for 
the Confulatc. After all,* I am apprehenfive, that 
even thofe Terms will not fatisfy him. It was no 
good Symptom that he continued his Operations 
during the Dcpendance of the Treaty, which he 
committed to Lucius Cafar ^ and before he had any 
Anfwer. At prefcnt, he is faid to proceed more vi- 
olently than ever. 

preffion, Vrbana fr^fidia^ which may cither fisnify the Gitri* 
ion of Rotnty or the Men of Wit and Pleafore about ToWn. 
(1) Ortg* fftint/ilit^, Magis/eflioMi, 

Trtbaiius 
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Trebatius indeed writes me, that, on the aid of 
January^ C^far charged him to let mc know by 
a Letter, that he would take it as the higheft Fur 
vour if I would return to Rome^ for I'uch is the Sub- 
ftance of hit Letter, which h very long j I under- , 
flood, by what I could learn of every Day's pro- 
ceedings, that, from the Moment Cafar heard of 
our Departure from Rome., he began to bcftir him- 
felf, that fome of the Confulars might return to it> 
I have therefore no doubt of his having written to 
Pifo and to Serv:us{i,), I am furpriz'd at one 
Thing, that he has neither written to me himfclf, 
oor employed DolabeUa or C4elius to treat with me- 
' I am however far from difregarding die Letter of 
Trebatiust who I know to have a fincerc Regard for 
me i for I wrote him an Anfwer to his (as I had 
no mind td write to defar^ without his firft writ- 
ing to me) (hewing him that what he requctled was 
npya, too impra^icable at this Juncture, but that I 
lived Qn my own Farms, arid concerned myfelf 
neither with public Levies nor public Bufincfs. The 
Truth is, I iptend to continue in this Situation till 
all hopts of Peace art over. But fhould the War 
continue, I will begin by Tranfporting (2) ouf 
Boys to Grttce, and then 1 wtU a^ with a Spirit 
fuiuble to my'Duty and Dignity ; fur I hear that 
all Italy will icoii t^ in one Blaze of War : Such 
Calamities are we involved in^ partly by profligate, * 
and partly by envious, Romans ! But we (hall know 
what Turn Affairs will uke in a few Days, when 
wc receive C<*far's Re'ply to our Anfwer. If the 
Ifilie fliould be War, I will write you more fully, 

(i) Thit wu SfrvtKi Sulfidm, wko wu thought to be in 
C^^i Intenft. 

(s) Onjf. i m iMf um Cim uftrttmrv^ 

Dd 3 an^ 
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and if a Ccflation of Arms, I hope to fee you in 

Perfon. 

On the 2d of February^ I write this Letter from 

Formia^ having come hither from Capua to meet 

the Ladies, It is tru^, that upon the Strength of 

your Information, \ had wrote them not to leave 

Rome : But I underftand that the Pannic is encreasM 

in the City, On the 5th Inftant I am to be at Ca^ 

pua, by order of the Confuls. Whatever Ncw^ 

Pompey fhali bring us I will inftantly impart i^ 

to you by Letter. Mean while, I am impatient • to 

know your Sentiments upon all thefe Matters. 



E P I S T, XVIIL 

ON the 2d of February my Wife and Daughter 
came to For mi a^ and informed me of all your 
very obliging Behaviour, and good Offices in their 
Behalf, I am willing they (hould continue at For^ 
midTy together with the two young Cicercnes^ until 
we know whether we are to embrace a fcandalous 
Peace or a dcftrudlive War. On the 3d of Febru- 
ary^ (the Date of this Letter) I fet out with my 
Brother to join with the Confuls 2xCapua^ where I am 
ordered to be by the 5th. We hear that the Peo- 
ple were wonderfully pleafcd with Pompey^^ An- 
fwer, and that it was approved of in an Aflembly. 
I always thought it would ; and that Cesfar would 

lofe his Intereft (hould he rejcft it. But (hould he 
accept it. — Alas, fay you, which is the le(rer Evil ? 
This is a Queftion 1 cannot anfwer, unlcfs I know 
in what Forwardnefs our Preparations are. 

It was reported here that Ca{fius was driven from 

Ancona^ 
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Ancvna ( r) and that our Troops were in Poffeflion 
of the "City. This will be an important Service it' 
4 War (hould foljow. It is certain, that Cmfar^ 
even upon difpatching Lucius Cafar with his Pro- 
pofals for an Accommodation, has carried on his 
Operations with greater Vigour than ever, by leiz- 
ing Pofts, and forming a ftrong Line of Garrifong. 
What a Ruffian, what a Robber he is ? Can any 
Peace compenfate for this Wound of our Country's 
Honour ? But let us leave off railing, I mud tem- 
porize and go with Pompey to Spain. This is the 
only choice that is left me amidft thofc public Ca- 
lamities which have befallen us for not guardi.ng 
(2) our Country, while it was in our Power to 
have done it againft the fecond Confulfliip of C^e- 
far. But of this enough. 

I foi^ot to write to you about Oionyfius ; but my 
Scheme was to wait for Cafar^s Reply, fo that 
Diewffius might attend me at Reme^ if 1 (hould re- 
turn to that City. But if that Reply (hould be 
poftponed for any time, I was 10 have invited him 
hither. I leave it to yourfelf to fay how it becomes 

(1) Tbii News was Talfc. 

(i) The Original here has divided forae of the greatcft Cri- 
tic*. Hire eptt in ma/ii ; qusniam illim filtfmm caijulatum a re- 
pMdlica, at Jate jurJem eceafimc, repulimus. Min:utiiii and Ccrra.-iia 
ihink that Cicero here blames his Party for wantonly opjiofing 
Citfar, when all he fought was to be Conful a {econd Time. 
But this, though it agrcct with the Original, v. faid by Cmno- 
wKi. not to agree with Gt/i j's Expref&ons in the ninth Epillle 
of this Book, and with the political Hrinciplei he lays down in 
his OfSces. It is, however, certain that out Author never 
meotioned Cit/ar'i being a Conful a fecond Time, in any other 
jlight, bntthatof alelTerEvil; and as to his political Principies 
laid down ia his phJlofophical Writings, we are to look upon 
them only as fo many Problems, which he feldom or never car- 
ried into Pra&iEe, or mentioned when writing to a Friend like 
ffitiau. 

D d 4 a Man 
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^ Man of Learning apd a Friend to behave to one 
in my Situation, cfpccially when I requeft his At- 
tendance, — But this perhaps is expcding too much 
of ^ Greek. If (as I hopel (hall not) 1 fliould be 
obliged to fend for him, I will leave you to found 
liim, for I don't chufe (o trouble him agaioft his 
Inclination. 

My Brother S^intus does all he can to get Mo- 
ney from Egnatius to pay you. Egnatius wants 
neither Will nor Abilities for this, but the Circum- 
itanc^s of the time are fuch, that ^uintus Titarims^ 
who is frequently in my Company, protefts, that 
he cannot comfnand his travelling Qharges, and 
he is obliged to give Notice to his Debtors, that 
the IntereOs of their Principals (ball run on at the 
fame Rate as before ; Lucius Ligus is faid to follow 
the fame Courfe. Th6 Truth is, my Brother at 
this Tifne h^ no Money by him \ he can get none 
from Egnatius J nor can he borrow any elfewhere y 
and he is furpriied (i) that^you have no Regard to 
his Difb-efs, which is in common with that of the 
" Public. For my own Part, though, (cfpecially wheii 
you are concerned, whom I know to be confidc- 
rate in all your Steps.) I obferve the Maxim (2) 
which Criticks think to be falfcly afcribed to Hefiod 
(3), 1 mean, that of hearing both Parties, yet X 
could not help being moved with his Complaints* 
I thought proper to lay the whole of the Matter be- 
fore yourfclf. 

( 1 ) This confirms what we have obferved before of Jttlats^ 
rlut he knew very wtU the \'alue of Money, which he thought 
the firft Inftiument of Plcafurc. 

(2) Orig, ^rSk ^I'xip. Heqw caufam h,i^^. juJicofViris friufyutun 
^uid mter^me dixfTit aiuiiens* 

(3) Orig. '^tyi%TM^^9, S^fi4fi Hejt^di adfcribitur. 

' EPIST. 
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E P I S T. XIX, 

I Really am, fo far from having any Thing to writt 
that I have withdrawn a Letter which I was to 
)iave fent you, becaufe it was fo full of Hopes for 
the beft, founded upon my Informations of the Dil^ 
pofitions of the Aflembly of the People at Romi^ 
and upon my own Suggeftions, that Cajar would 
fiever rcjeft the Terms that were granted him, cf* 
pecially as they were propofed by himfelf. Mean 
while, pn the Morning of the 4th of Ftbruarfy I 
received Letters from you from PbilQtintus^ and 
furmius^ with one to die latter from Curio^ ridicul* 
ipg the whole of Lucius Csfar^s Negotiation. We 
are now reduced to a defperate pafs. What to re- 
iplve upon I know not, I don't mean with regaid 
to myfelf, but to the Boys. I am however now 
fcttirig out for Cfipua^ where I can be better in* 
fprmed of Pompey*% Situ^on. 

E P I S T. XX. 

THIS Juncture requires fewnels of Words. 
I defpair of Peace. We are unprovided for 
War. You cannot imagine two more defpicable 
Cfe^tures than our Confuls. After coming, as I 
wks ordered, to Capua^ through a Deluge of Rain, 
upon the 4th Inftaht, in Hopes of hearing and un- 
derftanding our Preparations, I have milTed of them 
here, and when they come, they will come unpro- 
vided and unprepared. As to Pompey^ he is faid 
to* he iit IJUma^ to put himfelf at the Head of 
fome Cohorts of Attiu^% Legions,, who are thought 

to 
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to be wavering. We arc told, that C^far pro* 
cecds in a very rapid Manner, and that he is ad«- 
vancing a-pacc, not with an Intention to fight (for 
he has no Body to fight with) but to cut ofF our 
Retreat. For my own Part, I am determined (nor 
will I confult even you upon that Matter) even to 
die ( I ) with Pompey in Italy ^ But fhould he leave 
it, what am I to do ? The approaching Winter, 
(he Incumbrances of my Lidors, the Indolence and 
Overfights of our Generalst are fo many Argunients 
for my (laying behind. My Motives, on the^ €>ther 
Hand, for joining in the Flight, are i my Friendlbip 
for P§mp€y^ the Caufe of roy Country, and tte 
Shame of following a Tyrarit» who leaves us at a 
Lofs to conclude where he will propofe PbaUris or 
Pififiratus (2) as the Model of his Conduct I beg 
vou to extricate me by your Advice out of this 
Labyrinth. I know, you aire at a Lofs how to pro- 
ceed yourfelf \ but (till give me what Counfel you 
can. If to Day I hear any Thing new, you fhal| 
know it, for the Confuls will furely be here by the 
5th, it being a Day of their own Appointment. 
You will write roe an Anfwer to this with your 
Conveniency. I have left the Ladies and the 
young Gentlemen at Form^e. 

{ I ; Orig. K^ oTflFawoJaHfiiy. Veljtmu! men. 

(1) Pififtrmtui overthrew the Liberty of hij Country Athens ^ 
liut ruled with great Judice and Humanity. Phalaris was a ^i. 
ciliau Ufurper, and ruled with great Inhumanity. 
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E P I S T. XXI. 

BEING nearer to the Source of our Mis- 
fbrtunes, than I am, you muft htfar of 
them firft. I can fend you nothing from (his 
to comfort you. I arrived at Capua, by the 
Orders of die Confuls, on the 5th of February^ 
where Le/ttului arrived late in the Evening of that 
Day. The other Conful was not come upon the 
7th, on which Day I Idt Capua^ and lay at Calvi\ 
from whence, on the 8th, I write this Letter before 
Day-break. The Accounts I picked up at Capua 
were, that we are to have no Depcndance upon our 
Confuls, and that we have no where any Levies. 
Our recruiting Officers dare not (how their Face3(i), 
as well on Account of C^efar's being near them, 
as'of our General appearing no where, and making 
no Efibrts. No body has even enlided, but this 
is not owing to want of Affeflion to the Caufe, but 
to the defperate State of our Affairs. 

Our Friend Pompty(i)h now a contemptible 
Thing, below all Idea of Wreichedncfs, without Spi- 
rit, without Rcfolution, without Intereft, and with- 
out Induftry. I fhall not touch on his former Con- 
duct in his fo fcandaloufly flying from Rome, hi^ 
abjcft Applications to the Towns of Italj^ in his Ig- 

(i) Orrg. fletuGO^wiif. f'ulliim t^aiderf. 

(z) Our Author has his cold and warm Fits towards this great 
Man, and he become), by Tumt, his Admiration and Loti- 
lempt. It is, liowerer, but doing Cicrro Jullice to diftinguifh 
between the Perfon nnd the Character of i'otKpcj. All the Lit- 
tlenefs he here mentions might be true as to his Perfon, but ftill 
as he afted Jn the Charaftcrof his Country's General, our Au- 
tbor's Attachment to himis very juftifiabic and very reconcilea- 
blc to the Duty of a wife and an hfneft great Man. 

norancc 
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norance, not only of hb Antagoiu^s^ but of his own 
Strength. But how can you reconcile to common 
Scnfe what I am going to tell you ? On the 7th qf 
latnuiry the Tribune Cghts Offius came to Caftu^ 
with Pmpey*% Orders to the Confuls to return to 
ftme^ which they were immediately to leaver after 
carrying oflF the ready Money which ww in the £u 
cred Tieafury (1 ). Return to iJ^wr/— Where is 
their Convoy ? Return from Rmi /——How (hall 
they obtain I^ve ? One of the Confub wrote back 
Word to Pompeyt that he fliouid firft make himfelf 
M^fter of Puimm. But all Picemm was by this 
lime lofty without our receiring any Information 
of its Lofs, but by a Letter which Dpiatdla fen( 
tp me. 

(i) Thtie was fottewhit ejtrtuolj ^ibford i^ Pm^*! Cqn^ 
ddft in leavng this Treafure to dtftrs Mercy at Rome. It had 
becii loog gauieiing in the Temple ofSmtum, and was not to 
be emplojfiDd but upon the lafl Exigencies of fjbt Spite, fuch a$ 
«a Invafioh of the Gamis. This Treafure had thre« Sources, 
die firft was the Plunder of the eonqnered Nations, the fecond 
was the twentieth Penpy >vhich was paid aJ'oalorem for ever/ 
Slave that was manumitted, and the third was the ordinary 
Revenues of the Public. Though Pomfti^ as I have obferved 
before* was txy> apt to refine upon his Conduft, and generaBy 
iifed a crooked Path whf n a ftrait one lay before him, vet hie 
feems to have fucceeded beyond ExpeAation in his Meafure of 
abandoning RmM^ which ftrikes our Author with fuch Amaze> 
jneat. For it awaketi(Kl iUt Pntilic to a Senfe of its own Dan- 

E\ and the Romans were ftruck with Horror, which brought 
m into A6Uon, when they faw the firft Man of their Coun- 
try hunted from Place to Place. His Re%nement, however, of 
leaving behind hiai this facrdd Treafure was* not fo happy. It 
is plain, that he either thought C^/ar would not touch it, or if 
be did, that the Deteftatiofl of the Public would do him more 
Prqudice than the Treafure could do him Service. But this 
was reafoning very weakly, as the Event (howed, and as Pom^ 
fey found too late ; for OeCgr^ had by diis Time actually feized 
the Money, and did no more than Pomfty himfelf in^^i^^ied 
10 do. 

I cxpeft 
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Icxpcft every Moment to hcarof Gryir ficing 
in ApuUay and ?of*pej on Ship-board. What I ani 
to do puzzles (1) me cxtreamly. I could be in no 
fuch Diftrefs, but for their fcandalous Conduct ; nor 
indeed was I confulced in any one M eafure. I wil! , 
however, aft as becomes my Charafter. defar him- 
i(elt ad vifes me to fet about an Accommodation^ but 
his Letters were written before he had made his ra-^ 
pid Progrefs : I am informed by Dolabella and Ce- 
iiusj that 1 am greatly in his Favour. I am upotiC 
the Rack {2) how to determine myfelf. I beg you^ 
will give me all the Afllftance you can by your Ad- 
Vice, without neglefting, fo far as you are able, to 
ihind my Affairs at Rome. I have nothing farther to' 
write amidd this general Confternation. I am it^ 
patient to hear from you. 



E P I S T. XXII. 

Cy£ S AR is now Matter of every Inch of Italy. 
I know nothing of Timptf^ but I believe his Re- 
treat will be cut off* unlefs he has already got on Ship« 
board. How incredibly rapid has Cafar"^ Frogrcft 

been! But as 10 our Friend ;-No — lo^gives me 

Pain to refleft upon the Man whole Condition gives 
mc Sorrow and Torment* You have fome Reafon' 
fb be apprehenfive of a Prolcription and Ma^acire^ 
not that it can any Way contribute to forward the 
Conquefts or eftablilh the Power of C^far i but I 

(1) Orig, ^jKiiMfM. ^mafiU. 

(2) Orig. «hr^». Dtihiaii$. 

Citfl 
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can perceive by whofe Counfcls he is determined (i)* 
Let us hope, however, for the beft. 

I am of Opinion that I muft leave the Towns in 
this Country. I am at a Lofs what to do. Do you 
z£t as (hall appear beft to you for my Intereft; 
You may talk with Pbilotimus^ and my Wife will 
be at Rome by the 1 3th. But how am I to pro- 
ceed ? Through what Seas, through what Lands 
am I to follow a Man, without knowing Where he 
is? By Land how can I overtake him, and how 
can I reach him by Sea } Shall I then furrender 
myfcif to Cafar ? Suppofmg, as many aflure me, 
I could do it with Safety, can I do it with Honour f 
By no Means. What then am I to reiblve upon ? 
I fly, as ufual, to you for Advice. My Difficul- 
ties are inextricable. But ftill I beg you will let me 
know whatever fuggefts to you, and what you are 
rcfolved upon yourfelf. 



E p I s T. xxin. 

TH E Evening of the gth of February^ Pbilo- 
timus informed me by a Letter that Domitius 
was at the ^ead of a ftrong Army, which had been 
joined by the Battalions from Picenumj under the 
Condudl of Lentulus and Tbermus ; that drfar was 

apprehenfivc 

(1) Oar Author's Judgment of Meafures feexns all along to 
have been much truer than his Judgment of Men. He reafons 
very juftly, and his Conjedlures are generally verified ; but his 
Characters are neither true nor coafillent, as we have observed 
Wk various Occaiions. Nothing could be more diftant from 

the 
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appfehenfive his Communication would be cue ofT^ 
which was very prafticable to be cffeScd ; that the 
Patriot Party at Rome had recovered their Spirits, 
and that the Rebels were, as it were, Thunder- 
ftruck. Though I am afraid this good News is 
little better than vifionary 1 yet this Letter from 
Pbilotimus has brought to Life Manius Lepidut, 
Lucius Torquatus, and the Tribune Caius Caffivs^ 
who are with me at Forming. For my own Part, I 
am afraid they are not fo well founded as the Ac- 
counts of our being almoft furrounded by the Ene- 
my, and that Pompey is retiring from liaiy. We 
have received the mortifying News that Cr/ar is in 

Purfuit of him. Cafar in Purfuit of Pompey! 

What! Totakeaway his Life! Death and De- 

ftruftion! And fhall we not all join to guard him 
wiih our Lives? This Refleftion I know brings a 
Groan from you likewife. But what (hall we do? 
We are vanquilhed and undone, in (hoit we muft 
yield at Difcretion. 

rvlean while, upon the Strength of PhiUti~ 
tnas's Letter, I have altered my Refoludon which 
1 mentioned to you of fending the Ladies back 
to Rome. I rcflcdted that it would occafion a 
great deal of Talk, as if, finding the Ruin of our 
Country to be unavoidable, I had fcnt off the Wo- 

the Truih th&n whit he hints of Crfin-, wko the leafi of all 
Mankind was fufceptible of any fangiunaty lafiucnn, and in 
public Matters alwaj^ judged for hiinfelf. Jt is true, he fome- 
times made ufe of Teiy bad Men uader him ; b«t they w«rc 
generally fuch as could do his BuHnefs, nor did he ever (uSer 
ihcni [o be guilty of any Exccfles, and even h:s Favourite /fa- 
tutij fomecimes feverely felt the ElFeAi of hii Difpleaforc (at 
hii £zVLVagance. 

mci^ 
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men before-hand, by way of Preparation for mf 
own. Return to R^m. With regard to.myfel^ I 
am of your Opinion, not to ventui-e upon a wan- 
dering perilous Flight, which could do no Senrice 
CO my Country, and none to Pompey^ for whom ^ 
would be my Pride, as it is my Duty, to die ( i). 
I will therefore remain, even though I (hould be 
forced to live. 

Yoii a(k me what is doing here. I tell you that 
we have loft all Capua^ that there is kn End of our 
Levies, that our Affairs are defperate, and that wc 
are all upon the Point of Flight, unlefs a Jundioa 
of Pompey's Troops, with thofe of Domiiius^ 
Ihould take Place. But in a Day or two we Ihall 
come to a Certainty as to thofe Matters. I 
have fent you, at your Requeft, a Copy of dtiar^t 
Letter ; I have received many Informations from 
different Hands, that he is extreamly defirous of 
^ ^ not decline his Favours, pro-^ 

vided they are hot inconiiftent with the Patriot 
duA I have hitherto oblcrved. 



B P I S T. XXIV. 

IT is true, my Spirits were not much raifed by 
the letter I received from Pbilotimus^ but it 
gave great Joy to every body elfe in the Neighbour- 
hood. But behold, next Day, Caffius received a 
Letter from his Friend Lucretius at Capuoi with an 

'■) OrJg. Pro quo tmri <hii fii foffum^ turn libtnifr. 

Account 
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Account that iS^ffitft'u had bocn {eat to Capua by 
DemitittSi and gave out that VibuUuSy with a few 
Soldiers, was making the beft of his Way through 
Pictnum to join PoTi^ey % that Ccefar was at his 
Heelst and th^t i^omitivs was not three thoufind 
ftr6ng. He adds, that the Confuls had abandoned 
Capua. I make no Doubt that Pompg is Sying^ 
and I wifh he may elcape. I think with you that 
I have no Bufincfs to fly. 



E P ! S T. XXV. 

CEphaSe arrived hither, and put into tny tiaaA 
a Letter from you, which in your Manner was 
Writtsn rather to cheer, than to affure, me, juft after 
I had lent oGF to you the melancholy, but I am afraid 
too welt grounded Accounts fent by Lucretius from 
Capua CO CaJ^Us. It is the laft Thing in the World 
I Ihould believe, that (as all of you wriu from 
Rome) Pempey is at the Head of an Army. Ail oiir 
Intelligence hcrC'is of a different Strain, and is the 
very reverfe of what I wi(h for. How afHifting is 
the Thought thar the Man ( i ) who has always fuc- 
cceded 

(0 Meaning Poinfty, to whom lie ^ayi no great Compli- 
ment, The Tmth is, Pempr/ wa* not of fo narrow a Geniu* 
U our Author generally TEprefents him to be. He was cer- 
tainty fonned by Experience, if not by Nature, to be a great 
Man, and no other Remaa had fo ^reat au Art in balandnj 
Panics as he had. His Ambition reached no farther th.tn be- 
ing the iirft Man in a well reflated Coniajonwta'th ; and tho" 
his Power was perhaps a little nnconl^icntional, yet tic did ret 
fb much court it, as it was forced upon him by the Nect-lTi:/ 
♦f the lunfturc, nor did he ever fiagrnstly abufe i:. Ferhapa 
E c lie 
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cycled in the worft, (hduld now fall into the beft ot 
Cauics. How (hall we account for this^ but that 
jie knew the Ply of'the one, Ixcaufe fuch a Know- 
ledge IS eafily ac({uired, but not of the other, be- 
caufc it requires great Abilities to manage the Helm 
of Government aright (i). But in a little while I 
Ihall know every Thing j when 1 do, 1 fliall lofe no 
Time in writing to you. 



E P I S T. "XXVl. 

I Cannot fdy the fame Thing happens to me, as 
you imply happens to you in your Expreflioh 
** As oft as I have a Gle^m of Hope." At prclent 
however, 1 have a fmall Gleam, and it is chieBy oc- 
cafioncd by the 'Letter which came from R^me con- 
ccrning DGmitius and tht'Picentine Battalions. For 
iliofc two Days every Tliirig has put on a more 
clK-ariul Afpcft, and now nobody think-s of ftying 
osihey intended. Cjfar*% bouncing (2):peremptory 

Manifeflos 



!ie fomctimefi contributed to that Neccffity ; but notwithfland- 
ing that, our /*uthor*s Ccnfurc of him here is certainly too 
feverc, jf' it implies that he was never concerned in any other 
than dirty Practices. 

(i) I'ht OiigmalTicrc is hercVery perplexed, I read it Nijip 
illud rum Jdjj'e \ neque enim erat diJMe : hoc ^ncfcijfe, This Sen- 
timent, a^ I hmc tranflatcd it, is a vcr)' fine and a Very true 
i^ne. .*nVr here fignifics that <kind ' of Knowledge which rifc^ 
from Experience and Praftice, and Fomfty vtas a btrangcr to the 
Arts of Command daring a civil War. 

(2) Jn the Onginrul h etc is infcitrti a Line Enwvs, as is 
tlic rght, tranflated from Euripides 

Si ti fecundo lumint hie offendif. 

Euri^i- 
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Mahifeftos are dcfpifed. In fhort, our Reports 
concmiing Dondtius give us Comfort^ ttiofe con- 
cerning Jfranius^ Courage. 

I take it very kind that you« in fo ftiendly a 
Manner, advife me to declare myfelf, as little as 
-.-poffiblci for either Party. " But above all, add 
you, take Care not to feem to be biafied in favour 
•if the Rebels." It is poffiblc that I may be thought 
-to be fo. I refiifcd taking upon me any Command 
•in a civil War, while an Accommodation was on 
Foot. Not but fuch a War would have been 
"^ warrantable •, but I had fmarted before for be- 
'•ing concerned in a Meafure much more warran- 
table. The Truth is, I was unwilling to have 
for my Enemy, a Man to whom the greateft Man 
of our Party offered a fecond Confulate with a Tri- 
umph, *' for his mod glorious Anions," to make 
' ufe of the Offerer's own remarkable Exprefiion. I 
^ know the Man^ and I know my own Reafons for 
fearing him, if there (hould be an Accommoda* 
tion } but if War ihould take Place, I will do my 
Duty to my Country. 

My Wife has wrote to you concerning the hundred 
and fifty Pounds. I did not chufe to trouble Diony- 
Jius while I thought I (hould be obliged to hold my- 
fclf in a moving Poffure. As to what you write of his 
profound Regard for me, I have returned no An- 
fwer to it, becaufe I was every Day expecting to 
come to fome fixed Refolution. I am now of Opi. 
' nion that our Boys will pafs the Winter at Formia ; 

Euri fides feems to have pttt it in the Moath of Creon, threat^ 
ning to kill Midca if he found her at Corinth two Days 
lo/i^er. 

£ e 2 I know 
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I kntfv not whdtlier I fhall -do die $aamt for in cafe 
of a. W-ar I am lefohred to be witb tampg. I «iU 
take care to acquaint you ivish evegr thing X cm der 
pendvpm. I«ni«fOptnion.that the Warw]a>tum 
«ut moft fstaUy, unlcfs1biDei'dr/:&M«ProTi(koce<i) 
(you remember the Thing) 'fiiuild interpofe. 

(i.) l^ii bcqilaitadi^aPaSageat^ find of Uie ieoouj 
Lcten, of tkititook.. 

Sr& End ef the Fimt Volum*. 
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